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1. 7:00 PM - CALL TO ORDER

2. 7:00 PM – PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE – C-26-010 – Fort
Chippewa Post 936 (VFW) – Kelly Schienbein

3. 7:10 PM – PUBLIC HEARING – CONDITIONAL USE – C-26-011 –
Mike Swendsrud dba Swendsrud Construction, Inc.

4. OLD & OTHER BUSINESS

1. Final Plat – “Shady Oaks at AGC”

2. Final Plat/PUD – “East Alexandria Townhomes” 

3. Data Center Study – City of Alexandria Interim Ordinance – TA-26-
002 

5. ADJOURNMENT

 

 
Conditional Use – C-26-010 – Fort Chippewa Post 936 (VFW) – Kelly
Schienbein

 
Conditional Use – C-26-011 – Mike Swendsrud dba Swendsrud Construction,
Inc.
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Planning Commission
704 Broadway

Alexandria, MN 56308

SCHEDULED

ACTION ITEM (ID # 10662)

 
Meeting: September 21, 2026 

Department: Planning Department/Commission
Category: Public Hearing

Prepared by: Erin Anderson
Department Head: Mike Weber 

DOC ID: 10662

 

 
 

Conditional Use – C-26-010 – Fort Chippewa Post 936 (VFW) – Kelly
Schienbein

Background
This application seeks a conditional use permit to allow the relocation and open
and outdoor display of the vintage Sherman military tank in a B-1, “General
Business” zoning district.  
 
Index to Exhibits:
Exhibit A – Neighborhood Context Photo and Site Plan
 
Authorization: This application is authorized by Section 10.11, Subdivision 4.I of
the City Code.  
 
Conditional Use, Definition: “A use, which because of special problems of
control the use presents, requires reasonable, but special, unusual and
extraordinary limitations peculiar to the use for the protection of the public welfare
and the integrity of the municipal land use plan.” (Source:  City Code, Section
10.02.51)
 
Notification: Minnesota Statutes 462.357, Subd.3 requires that notice of the
required public hearing be given to the owners of property located within 350 feet
of the project site.
 
Location: The property is located on the west side of Quincy Street, adjacent to
Third Avenue East.
 
Background: The Sherman tank (which has been on display in front of the VFW
post for many years) is proposed to be relocated to the club’s parking lot on the
west side of Quincy St. The tank is inoperable so will be moved into place in that
parking area by a crane.
 
Access: The site is accessed via both Third Avenue and via Quincy St. No
additional or revised access is proposed with this request.
 
Display Location/Access: Access to the display area is available for vehicles and
pedestrians from the public streets and from the parking area. The display will
occupy all or portions of three existing parking stalls and will not be placed in the
street right of way.
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Screening: The City Code requires screening from adjoining residential uses.
Since no residential uses adjoin this site, no screening is required for the display
area.
 
Surfacing: The City Code does require that display areas be hard surfaced with
either concrete, asphalt, pavers, etc. The existing parking area is paved.
 
Landscaping: No additional landscaping is required for this request.
 
Hours of Operation: The applicant indicates that hours of operation for the club
are Monday through Saturday, from 1:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. The tank will be on
display 24 hours a day. Question: Will any accent lighting be provided for the
display? If so, the Commission should include a condition for any exterior lighting
to be hooded and directed away from the public street.
 
Recommendation: Since it appears that the subject application meets or
exceeds the relevant provisions of the City Code, and assuming satisfactory
dialogue with the applicant on the lighting question, recommend approval as
requested, based upon the Findings of Fact and subject to the conditions noted in
the enclosed Conditional Use Permit Analysis and/or in this memo.
 
ATTACHMENTS
•   VFW Tank C-26-010 Application.pdf
•   CUP Analysis Fort Chippewa Post 936.pdf
•   Exhibit A - VFW Proposed Location.pdf
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https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4376634/VFW_Tank_C-26-010_Application.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4376762/CUP_Analysis_Fort_Chippewa_Post_936.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4376761/Exhibit_A_-_VFW_Proposed_Location.pdf


C-26-010 400.00
8   17  2026
8  17   2026

63-2487-000

x
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT ANALYSIS 
 

APPLICANT:  Fort Chippewa Post 936 (VFW)                                                                        Application #  C-26-010 

PROPERTY LOCATION:     SW corner Quincy and Third Avenue 

REQUEST:      Relocation and open and outdoor display of the vintage Sherman military tank 

 

WHAT ARE THE FINDINGS OF FACT? 
 

1. Is the request consistent with the City's 
Comprehensive Plan? 

 
2. Does the request meet land area, setback, 

shoreland, floodplain, and wetland requirements? 
 
3. Will the request depreciate the surrounding area? 
 
4. Is the request consistent with the character of 

the surrounding area? 
 
5. Are existing or proposed utilities adequate to 

accommodate the request? 
 
6. Are existing or proposed streets adequate to 

handle the request? 
 
7. Will the request place undue financial burden the 

City? 
 

WHAT CONDITIONS ARE NECESSARY? 
 

1. Land Area & Setbacks 
 

2. Residential Screening 
 

3. Federal/State/City Permits 
 

4. Signage 
 

5. Off-Street Parking 
 

6. Utilities 
 

7. Street/Traffic 
 

8. Parking Screening 
 

9. Outdoor Sales Screening 
 

10. Outdoor Storage Screening 
 

11. Lighting 
 

12. Drainage 
 

13. Building/Site Appearance 
 

14. Shoreland Requirements 
 

15. Environmental Studies 
 

16. Other 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:       See memo 

 

YES NO BASIS FOR FINDING FACT 

  CP = “Commercial” 
 

  Area Req’d = 200 sf. Provided =12,000 sf 

  Existing commercial use   

  Existing use   

  N/A for this request  

  Existing – Quincy and Third Avenue 

  No City role  

 

YES NO CONDITIONS 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 Any exterior lighting to be hooded and directed 

away from public streets and residential uses 
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Exhibit A VFW - C-26-010
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Planning Commission
704 Broadway

Alexandria, MN 56308

SCHEDULED

ACTION ITEM (ID # 10663)

 
Meeting: September 21, 2026 

Department: Planning Department/Commission
Category: Public Hearing

Prepared by: Erin Anderson
Department Head: Mike Weber 

DOC ID: 10663

 

 
 

Conditional Use – C-26-011 – Mike Swendsrud dba Swendsrud
Construction, Inc.

Background
This application seeks a conditional use permit to allow a non-residential parking
lot in a residential area for up to five (5) vehicles as an accessory use to an
existing non-conforming commercial storage building. The site is zoned R-1,
“Single-Family Residential”.
 
Authorization: This application is authorized by City Code Sections
10.03.Subd.5.K., which reads: K. Non-Residential Parking Lots. Any parking
which is accessory to a non-residential principal use and which is located
in either a "R-1" or "R-2" District shall require a conditional use permit as
set forth in Section 10.23 of this Ordinance.
 
Index to Exhibits:
Exhibit A – Proposed Site Plan
Exhibit B – Accessible Stall Options
Exhibit C - Neighborhood Context Aerial Photo
 
Background: The existing commercial warehouse/storage building was
constructed in 1951. No parking has ever been provided on the site. The Code
requirement for parking for a storage use is ½ stall per 1000 square feet of
building area. The building is approximately 6042 square feet in area, so four (4)
stalls would meet the current Code.
 
Location: The proposed parking area is on the south side of the existing building. 
 
Notification: Minnesota Statutes 462.357, Subd.3 requires that notice of the
required public hearing be given to the owners of property located within 350 feet
of the project site.
 
Access: The parking area is proposed to take its access from Oak St. A right of
way/driveway permit will be required.
 
Drainage: The parking lot permit application process will require a drainage plan
for the subject site. That plan submittal and approval should be a condition of any
approval granted to this request.
 
Landscaping: The City’s landscape ordinance requires that parking and drive
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aisle areas exceeding 5000 square feet must be landscaped. The proposed plan
covers approximately 2500 square feet, so no landscaping is required.
 
Accessory Outdoor Storage: No outdoor storage is being sought with this
application.
 
Parking Screening: City Code requires the screening of parking lots from
abutting or surrounding residential districts. The adjacent district to the east is R-
1, “Single-Family  Residential” so screening along the east side of the parking area
is required. This screening can be in the form of solid fencing or of dense
vegetative cover at least six (6) but not more than eight (8) feet in height. The
twenty (20) feet of required screening for the east property can be coordinated
with the construction of the parking lot.
 
Parking Area Design: The City Code does establish minimum requirements for
stall, aisle, and driveway design. These standards for 90° angle parking include
stalls of not less than 19’ depth, drive aisles of not less than 24’, and perimeter
curb setback of not less than five (5) feet from all property lines. The proposed
plan complies with all of these requirements. (See also “Accessible Parking”,
below.)
 
Accessible Parking: The Building Code and the Zoning Ordinance both establish
minimum standards for the number of accessible parking stalls required for a use.
Those requirements are a floating number based on the total number of stalls
provided. The total required accessible stalls in a five-stall parking lot is one (1),
and that must be van-accessible. (See attached Exhibit B for more
information.) As a condition of this permit, the applicant should provide the
minimum number of required stalls, which can be located in any of the parking
areas being provided. Appropriate signage is required. (Even with the additional
width required for the accessible stall, no landscaping is required.)
 
Signage: Signage for this parking lot is limited to one (1) sign at the entrance,
not exceeding six (6) square feet in area nor three (3) feet in height. A separate
sign permit is required.
 
Recommendation: Since this application appears to meet or exceed the relevant
provisions of the City’s zoning ordinance, or since reasonable accommodations
can be made, and assuming satisfactory dialogue between the applicant and the
Commission regarding the parking screening, recommend approval of the request,
subject to the Findings of Fact and Conditions as noted in the enclosed Conditional
Use Permit Analysis.
 
ATTACHMENTS
•   C-26-011 Swendsrud Application.pdf
•   CUP Analysis Mike Swendsrud 09.26.pdf
•   Exhibit A - Swendsrud.pdf
•   Exhibit B - Swendsrud.pdf
•   Exhibit C - Swendsrud.pdf
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https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4376540/C-26-011_Swendsrud_Application.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4378372/CUP_Analysis_Mike_Swendsrud_09.26.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4376435/Exhibit_A_-_Swendsrud.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4376377/Exhibit_B_-_Swendsrud.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4372071/Exhibit_C_-_Swendsrud.pdf


$400.00
8   18   2026

   8   18   2026C-26-011

63-0497-000323 OAK ST N  
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CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT ANALYSIS 
 

APPLICANT:  Mike Swendsrud – Swendsrud Construction, Inc                                  Application#  C-26-011 

PROPERTY LOCATION:     323 N. Oak St. 

REQUEST:      To allow a non-residential parking lot in a residential area 

 

 
WHAT ARE THE FINDINGS OF FACT? 

 
1. Is the request consistent with the City's 

Comprehensive Plan? 
 
2. Does the request meet land area, setback, 

shoreland, floodplain, and wetland requirements? 
 
3. Will the request depreciate the surrounding area? 
 
4. Is the request consistent with the character of 

the surrounding area? 
 
5. Are existing or proposed utilities adequate to 

accommodate the request? 
 
6. Are existing or proposed streets adequate to 

handle the request? 
 
7. Will the request place undue financial burden the 

City? 
 

WHAT CONDITIONS ARE NECESSARY? 
 

1. Land Area & Setbacks 
 

2. Residential Screening 
 

3. Federal/State/City Permits 
 

4. Signage 
 

5. Off-Street Parking 
 

6. Utilities 
 

7. Street/Traffic 
 

8. Parking Screening 
 

9. Outdoor Sales Screening 
 

10. Outdoor Storage Screening 
 

11. Lighting 
 

12. Drainage 
 

13. Building/Site Appearance 
 

14. Shoreland Requirements 
 

15. Environmental Studies 
 

16. Other 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:       See memo 

 

YES NO BASIS FOR FINDING FACT 

  CP = “Commercial” 
 

  Area req’d = 4750 sf. Provided = 4750 sf 

  Existing non-conforming use (1951) 

  Existing non-conforming use   

  N/A for this request  

  Existing Oak St. 

  No City role  

 
YES NO CONDITIONS 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 Screening as per memo 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 Any exterior lighting to be hooded and directed 

away from public streets and residential uses 

 
 Drainage plan as part of grading and filling 

permit 
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Exhibit A Swendsrud C-26-011
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Exhibit B Swendsrud C-26-011
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Planning Commission
704 Broadway

Alexandria, MN 56308

SCHEDULED

INFORMATIONAL (ID # 10666)

 
Meeting: September 21, 2026 

Department: Planning Department/Commission
Category: Report

Prepared by: Erin Anderson
Department Head: Mike Weber

DOC ID: 10666

1
 

 
 

Final Plat – “Shady Oaks at AGC”

Background
The preliminary plat was approved by the Commission and Council in July, 2026.
The plat is presently undergoing review by the Douglas County Surveyor and is
expected to be available for final plat review by the Commission as early as
October.
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Planning Commission
704 Broadway

Alexandria, MN 56308

SCHEDULED

INFORMATIONAL (ID # 10667)

 
Meeting: September 21, 2026 

Department: Planning Department/Commission
Category: Report

Prepared by: Erin Anderson
Department Head: Mike Weber

DOC ID: 10667

2
 

 
 

Final Plat/PUD – “East Alexandria Townhomes” 

Background
The preliminary plat was approved by the Commission and Council in August 2026
subject to the following Conditions:
 

1. Connection to public utilities as per ALP/ALASD requirements, including the
payment of any associated connection or other fees. 

2. A Final PUD application shall be submitted as a building or grading/filling
permit, part of the building permit application and review process.

3. A final plat creating the conveyable parcels, common lot(s), public street, etc.
be submitted for review by the Commission and Council

4. A final drainage plan is submitted to and approved by the City Engineer.
5. A full landscaping plan be submitted for review and approval prior to the final

plat approval.
6. Proper evidence of title is presented to the City Attorney prior to release of

the final plat for recording.
7. Payment of the required park dedication contribution of $11,345 prior to

release of the first phase final plat for recording, with appropriate credit given
for a Regional stormwater pond (if available).

8. Draft property owners association agreement, covenants, etc., governing the
ongoing maintenance of the project, including open space.

9. Recording of the approved final plat within one-hundred (100) days of the
date of Council approval. After that date the approval and plat shall be
considered void unless the plat is already recorded.

 
No update has been provided by the Developer. The submittal deadline for a final
plat for the October Commission meeting for is September 30th.
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704 Broadway

Alexandria, MN 56308

SCHEDULED

INFORMATIONAL (ID # 10660)

 
Meeting: September 21, 2026 

Department: Planning Department/Commission
Category: Report

Prepared by: Erin Anderson
Department Head: Mike Weber 

DOC ID: 10660
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Data Center Study – City of Alexandria Interim Ordinance – TA-26-002 

Background
We anticipate having Josh Waldorf, ALP’s Manager of Electric Distribution, at the
September meeting. He will provide general information regarding data center
power usage and specific information regarding the existing data center’s capacity
and usage.
 
Since the August Commission meeting you have received links to nine (9) video
presentations (in support of, in opposition to, or containing general information)
regarding data centers. These videos will become part of the permanent record of
decision for this Study and may become the basis for whatever regulatory
decisions the Commission may recommend to the Council.
 
Also, as has become the norm, additional news updates are enclosed with this
memo for your reference.
 
ATTACHMENTS
•   Echo Press 5-29-26 Interim Ordinance.pdf
•   MinnPost 7-29-26 - Pausing Data Centers.pdf
•   Star Trib 8-9-26 - North Loop Residents.pdf
•   TimberJay 8-20-26 - Impacts of Date Center Boom.pdf
•   Star Trib 8-20-26 - Google Scales Back NE MN.pdf
•   Star Trib Columnist 9-8-26 - Data Centers Uniting Dems and GOP.pdf
•   Star Trib Columnist 9-10-26 - Imagining Data Centers.pdf
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https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4377116/Echo_Press_5-29-26_Interim_Ordinance.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4378709/MinnPost_7-29-26_-_Pausing_Data_Centers.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4377300/Star_Trib_8-9-26_-_North_Loop_Residents.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4377135/TimberJay_8-20-26_-_Impacts_of_Date_Center_Boom.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4378704/Star_Trib_8-20-26_-_Google_Scales_Back_NE_MN.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4377124/Star_Trib_Columnist_9-8-26_-_Data_Centers_Uniting_Dems_and_GOP.pdf
https://alexandriamn.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4377130/Star_Trib_Columnist_9-10-26_-_Imagining_Data_Centers.pdf
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