
REGULAR OPEN SPACE, ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION, AND SUSTAINABILITY

COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 
City Hall - Council Chambers

4381 Broadway, Ste. 201, American Canyon
October 4, 2023

6:30 PM

 
City Council and other public mee�ngs will be conducted in person at City Hall, 4381 Broadway, Suite 201, American
Canyon, CA 94503. This mee�ng is also available via Zoom Teleconferencing as a convenience for public par�cipa�on.
This mee�ng will be broadcast live to residents on Napa Valley TV, on our website here and on YouTube here. Should
technical issues with Zoom occur, please select another viewing option.
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
 
Oral comments, during the mee+ng:  Oral comments can be made in person during Open and
Closed Session. A Zoom Webinar has been established for public comments made via zoom, during
Open Session only. To give your public comment via zoom, connect via the below Zoom link and use
the “raise your hand” tool, or call into the zoom mee-ng at 408-638-0968 and press *9 to “raise
your hand” when the item is called. To avoid confusion, all hands raised outside of Public Comment
periods will be lowered.
 
Written comments, via eComments: Please submit wri2en comments through the eComments link,
located on the Mee-ngs & Agendas page of our website here. Comments will be available to OSATS
Commissioners in real -me. To allow for review of comments, eComments will close at 3:00 pm on
the day of the mee-ng. All comments received will be posted online and become part of the
meeting record.
 
Zoom Meeting Link:  Click here.
Webinar ID: 822 6291 6859   Passcode: 119410
 
The above-iden-fied measures exceed all legal requirements for par-cipa-on in public comment,
including those imposed by the Ralph M. Brown Act. For more informa-on, please call the Office of
the City Clerk at (707) 647-4369 or email cityclerk@cityofamericancanyon.org.
 
AGENDA MATERIALS: Open Space, Ac-ve Transporta-on, and Sustainability Commission agenda
materials are published 72 hours prior to the mee-ng and are available to the public via the City’s
website at www.cityofamericancanyon.org.
 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  The Open Space, Ac-ve Transporta-on, and Sustainability
Commission will provide materials in appropriate alterna-ve formats to comply with the Americans
with Disabili-es Act. Please send a wri2en request to City Clerk at 4381 Broadway, Suite 201,
American Canyon, CA 94503 or by email to cityclerk@cityofamericancanyon.org. Include your name,

 
Chair: Tara McClinton-Horner
Vice Chair: Scott Artis
Commissioners: Barry Christian, Sean Hughes, Nance Matson
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https://www.cityofamericancanyon.org/government/city-hall/city-clerk/meetings-agendas
https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofAmericanCanyon
https://americancanyon.granicusideas.com/meetings
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82262916859?pwd=1WvlA0D69wpYZ0V5DGPboe23jNuSgF.1


address, phone number and brief descrip-on of the requested materials, as well as your preferred
alternative format or auxiliary aid, at least three calendar days before the meeting.

 
6:30 P.M.  REGULAR MEETING
 
            CALL TO ORDER
 
             PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
             ROLL CALL
 
PRESENTATIONS
  
1. Presentation from MCE

Recommendation: Receive a presentation from MCE.
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
This �me is reserved for members of the public to address the Open Space, Ac�ve Transporta�on, and Sustainability
Commission on items of interest that are not on the Agenda and are within the subject ma.er jurisdic�on of the Open
Space, Ac�ve Transporta�on, and Sustainability Commission. It is recommended that speakers limit their comments to
3 minutes each and it is requested that no comments be made during this period on items on the Agenda. Members of
the public wishing to address the Open Space, Ac�ve Transporta�on, and Sustainability Commission on items on the
Agenda should comment via email prior to the start of the mee�ng, or to verbally comment on the item during the
mee�ng, click the “raise your hand” bu.on if joining by computer, or press *9 if joining by phone, when the item is
called. The Open Space, Ac�ve Transporta�on, and Sustainability Commission is prohibited by law from taking any
ac�on on ma.ers discussed that are not on the Agenda, and no adverse conclusions should be drawn if the Open
Space, Ac�ve Transporta�on, and Sustainability Commission does not respond to public comment at this �me.
Speakers are asked to please speak clearly, and provide their name. Any handouts for distribu�on to the Open Space,
Active Transportation, and Sustainability Commission must be emailed by 3:00 p.m. on meeting day.
 
AGENDA CHANGES 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR
  
2. Minutes of the Open Space, Ac+ve Transporta+on, and Sustainability Commission

Meeting of September 6, 2023.
Recommendation: Approve the minutes of the Open Space, Ac-ve Transporta-on, and
Sustainability Committee Meeting of September 6, 2023.

 
BUSINESS
  
3. Newell Open Space Preserve Management Plan Update - Public Access 

Recommendation: Discuss and memorialize the public access efforts that were achieved in
2015 to the present day in prepara-on of upda-ng the Newell Open Space Preserve
Management Plan. 

 
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF REPORTS
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:16b29b15-6fd1-3a74-86d5-f105ed12f33e
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:0534b726-6218-332a-8019-4523c28fde21
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/americancanyon/be50a64cea36129bf83b76ea310882760.pdf


 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
CERTIFICATION
I, Liz Lozano, Administra-ve Technician for the City of American Canyon, do hereby declare that the foregoing Agenda
of the Open Space, Ac-ve Transporta-on, and Sustainability Commission was posted in compliance with the Brown
Act prior to the meeting date.
 
 
______________________________________           
Liz Lozano, Administrative Technician
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MCE
American Canyon Open Space, Active Transportation, and 

Sustainability Commission 10/4/2023
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MCE and American 
Canyon

2
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MCE & American Canyon Highlights 

3

• Over 5,748 Customers (residents and 
businesses) served by MCE

• 10% of customers overall participating in 
Deep Green

• Over 9,040 Metric Tons of CO2 reduced to 
date through MCE electricity generation 
(joined MCE in 2016)
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MCE & American Canyon Highlights 
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Program Implementation
Commercial Energy Efficiency – 7 Projects
Measures:
• Lighting
• Refrigeration

Home Energy Savings – 73 Projects
Measures:
• HVAC
• Duct Sealing
• Insulation
• Heat Pump Water Heaters
• Plumbing Fixtures

$103,526 of Incentives to Date
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MCE & American Canyon Highlights 
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Program Implementation

Electric Vehicle Charger Rebate
• 4 ports completed

Electric Vehicle Rebate
• $3,500 per vehicle, stackable with other incentives
• 7 vehicle rebates, $24,500 in incentives to date
• Program recently changed to instant rebate at 

dealership
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Partnership Opportunities

● American Canyon Airport 
Industrial Area
• Cobranding Campaign to engage 

with business on MCE program 
offerings

● Letter of Support for CAP plan 
recommendations

● Partnership and Letters of 
Support on Grants

6
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Thank You!
Dave Garti
Community Development Manager
info@mceCleanEnergy.org
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OPEN SPACE, ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION, AND
SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION AGENDA

OCTOBER 4, 2023

STAFF REPORT
BUSINESS

ITEM NUMBER: 3.
 

TITLE
Newell Open Space Preserve Management Plan Update - Public Access 

RECOMMENDATION
Discuss and memorialize the public access efforts that were achieved in 2015 to the present day in
preparation of updating the Newell Open Space Preserve Management Plan. 

CONTACT 
Alexandra Ikeda, Parks and Recreation Director 

BACKGROUND & ANALYSIS 
At the September 6, 2023, OSATS Mee8ng, the Commission discussed upda8ng the Newell Open
Space Preserve Management Plan (Management Plan) that was approved and adopted in 2001
(A;achment 1). The Commission agreed that the Management Plan is a valuable and useful
document in its current state, however, it does not address or solidify the maintenance and
opera8onal standards for an agricultural open space property where open and ac8ve year-round
ca;le grazing occurs, and is open to the public for passive recrea8onal use - this is an area that City
staff, the Napa County Land Trust (Land Trust), and the Commission agrees that needs to be added
to the Management Plan. A;achment 2 outlines the "baseline" - memorializing the public access
efforts that were achieved in 2015 to the present day. 
 
The Conserva8on Easement (A;achment 3), is a limita8on codified within a legal document (e.g.
deed, will, covenant, restric8on, etc.) that conveys a real property interest to a third-party holder,
the restric8ons of such are binding on the land, including future owners and which primary purpose
is to keep a property in predominantly natural, agricultural, scenic, historical or open space
condi8ons. The "holder" or "grantee" (i.e. The City of American Canyon for Newell Open Space
Preserve) of a conserva8on easement is the recipient of the development restric8ons outlined
within a conserva8on easement. The holder has a fiduciary and legal obliga8on to monitor and
enforce the terms and condi8ons of the conserva8on easement in perpetuity. In the Conserva8on
Easement for Newell Open Space Preserve, Paragraph 4.5 - Recrea8onal Use Permi;ed: ac8vi8es of
low-density, passive nature - hiking, horseback riding, *bicycling, overnight tent camping, casual
picnicking, wildlife observa8on, nature study, environmental educa8on, photography, kite flying,
scenery pain8ng, and medita8ng. *Per Paragraph 4.7 outlines restric8ons, condi8ons, and
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limita8ons of passive recrea8onal use, including up to examining and receiving approval from the
Land Trust as outlined in Paragraph 5.
 
To summarize, the Management Plan was wri;en with the intent to be open to the public for
passive recrea8onal use; the Conserva8on Easement outlines the purpose and the use of the
property, including approved passive recrea8on ac8vi8es, restric8ons, and limita8ons. To date, the
Management Plan has not been updated since 2001 and does not reflect the public access efforts
that were achieved in 2015 and/or the maintenance and opera8onal plan of the property; the
"baseline" memorizes the City's efforts in managing and opera8ng an agricultural open space
property with ac8ve and open year-round ca;le grazing, and acknowledges the public access efforts
that were achieved in 2015 to present day. 

COUNCIL PRIORITY PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS 
Outdoors and Recrea8on: "Expand opportuni8es for use of outdoor recrea8on and an ac8ve and
healthy lifestyle."

FISCAL IMPACT 
Not Applicable 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Newell Open Space Preserve Management Plan 
2. Newell Open Space Preserve Operations and Maintenance Procedures
3. Napa County Land Trust - Newell Conservation Easement
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2192852/2001_Newell_Management_Plan.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2194866/Newll_Open_Space_Baseline_2015-2023_-_Final_.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2192853/RECORDED_Newell_CE.pdf
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DATE:   October 4, 2023 

TO:   Open Space, Active Transportation, and Sustainability Commission 

FROM:   Alexandra Ikeda, Parks & Recreation Director 

  City of American Canyon 

C/C:   Lena Pollastro, Conservation Director  

  The Land Trust of Napa County 

RE:   Newell Open Space Preserve Operations and Maintenance Procedures 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newell Open Space Preserve is an agricultural open space property where open and active year-round 

cattle grazing occurs under a license shared with the adjacent Azevedo and Lynch Canyon properties and 

is open to the public for passive recreational use.  

OPERATIONS 

• Park Hours:  Saturday to Sunday - sunrise to sunset 

 

• Closures:  Newell Open Space Preserve is open year-round and may close periodically due  

  to Red Flag Warnings, excessive heat, and inclement weather.  

 

• General Park Rules: 

1. Close all cattle gates.  

2. Pack in, pack out park – including trash and dog feces.  

3. No camping or overnight stays.   

4. Dogs are required to be always on a maximum 6-foot least.  

5. Smoking, fires, or fireworks are prohibited.  

6. Do not disturb or remove plants, shrubs, or trees.  

7. Do not disturb, startle, feed, or approach any wildlife or animals.  

8. Stay out of the creek beds.  

9. No hunting, fishing, wading, or swimming.  

10. No motorized vehicles or recreational equipment, including E-Bikes. 

 

• Enforcement and oversight: Minimal   
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PASSIVE RECREATIONAL USE 

• Hiking 

• Horseback Riding 

• *Bicycling 

• Casual Picnicking 

• Wildlife Observation  

• Nature Study 

• Environmental Education  

• Photography 

• Kite Flying 

• Scenery Painting 

• Meditating  

 

MAINTENANCE 

• Trail/Road Maintenance 

o Ridge Trail Day  

o Blading – scheduled work dates and must follow California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, and California Environmental Protection Agency requirements. 

▪ Grazing License: As needed where cattle damage is present.  

▪ City Staff: periodically – dependent on weather and if the Licensee already 

completed.  

 

• Vegetation Management & Fire Mitigation 

o Cattle Grazing: Year-round open cattle grazing – upper portions of Newell.  

o Seasonal mowing – the lower portion of the trail.  

 

• Mowing 

o Biological Survey required for bird nesting (April)  

▪ Negative Survey: (May/June) 2 weeks to mow – must mow continuously to 

complete the job. If staff stop – they must repeat the survey process and receive 

a negative survey to complete the job.  

▪ Positive Survey: Cannot mow – must wait required timeline as outlined in the 

Biological Survey, and resubmit the survey. This will continue until the survey is 

negative.  

 

RESTRICTIONS & CONSIDERATIONS 

• California Department of Fish and Wildlife   

o Bird Nesting Season: March 20th – June 20th  

▪ Biological Surveys are to be completed before we can mow – this normally 

occurs in April of each year – completed by a third-party consultant.  

 

 

*Conservation Easement: Paragraph 4.7 – The Trust will examine possible restrictions on the use of bicycles on the Property, 

with consideration being given to such factors as the potential threat of erosion and other harm to the terrain, the nature of the 

proposed use and the ability of Grantors to afford the cost of mitigating any damage to the Property or injury to other users of 

the Property that might be caused by such proposed bicycle use.  
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• California Environmental Protection Agency – State Water Resource Control Board:   

o Stormwater/grading window: 4/15-10/15 of each year 

▪ Must get permission prior to 4/15 and after 10/15 – weather dependent.  

PROJECTS 

• Completed – Approved by the Land Trust  

o Replaced 7 signposts following the 2019 fire.  

o Road sedimentation and grading project on upper loop road with Napa Resource 

Conservation District.  

o Cattle-exclusion fencing and pedestrian gates: installed cattle fencing around ponds, 

sectioned property off to exclude barn and picnic area; and installed pedestrian gates in 

2021. 

o Orienteering course installed by Eagle Scout (since burned in 2019 fire).  

o Cooperative Grazing License, signed by the City of American Canyon, and the Azevedo 

family – Approved by the LT and consistent with Solano Land Trust License Agreement.  

 

• New Projects 

o Volunteer work groups – Projects require Coordination and Approval from LT prior to 

starting.  

o Newell Open Space Improvements (PR13-0200): Improve parking lot, and trail 

improvements up to the first gate – ongoing project: LT Pending Approval 

▪ Parking Lot not in conservation easement purview.  

▪ Trail Improvement Requirements: Land Trust approval per Paragraph 4.5 and 

4.7 prior to completing any work – the Land Trust expect full details regarding 

option on trail improvements to measure against the Purpose and 

Conservation Values protected by the conservation easement and according to 

Paragraph 5.  
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