
1. Call to Order/Roll Call

2. Workshop Items

2.A Presentation and discussion regarding the City-initiated Major General Plan Amendment for
State Route 85 (SR85) corridor. (Approximate time: 30 minutes)
Summary: Staff will provide Council with an introduction to the City-initiated Major General
Plan Amendment (Application PLZU-22-00001) intended to facilitate development of the State
Route 85 corridor as a future major employment area. The proposal has two components: 1)
Amendment to the Land Use Map, changing the designation of approximately 2,648.9 acres
from a combination of Neighborhood and Business Commerce to Employment, and 2)
Amendment to the plan text (Page 2-14), revising the definition of the Employment land use
category to emphasize and strengthen expectations for industrial development in proximity to
existing or planned residential uses. 
Staff Liaison: Ken Galica, Principal Planner, kgalica@buckeyeaz.gov, (623) 349-6214

2.B Presentation and discussion regarding Buckeye Main Street Coalition's current Fiscal Year
2021-2022 Memorandum of Understanding and the proposal for the Fiscal Year 2022-2023
Memorandum of Understanding. (Approximate time: 30 minutes)
Summary: Community Services Director Miranda Gomez will present an update on Buckeye
Main Street Coalition's current Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and the proposal for the
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Memorandum of Understanding, including budget requests.

 
PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DEVICES. THANK YOU.

 
NOTICE OF POSSIBLE QUORUM OF THE CITY OF BUCKEYE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OR OTHER

COUNCIL APPOINTED BOARD: PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE MAY BE A QUORUM PRESENT BUT THERE WILL BE
NO VOTING TAKING PLACE BY THE CITY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OR OTHER COUNCIL

APPOINTED BOARD AT THIS MEETING.
 

CITY OF BUCKEYE 
COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

APRIL 5, 2022 
AGENDA

 
City Hall - 1st Floor / Executive Conference Room
530 E. Monroe Ave.
Buckeye, AZ 85326 
4:30 PM 

 
Accessibility for all persons with disabilities will be provided upon request. Please telephone your accommodation request (623) 349-
6911, 72 hours in advance if you need a sign language interpreter or alternate materials for a visual or hearing impairment.

Voting Members will either attend in person or by telephone conference call or video presentation. Items listed may be considered in any
order
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https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/buckeyeaz/4cdf6b956875c75f57ff50036218ab670.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/buckeyeaz/3c636594582dd748ebda506335a761150.pdf


Staff Liaison: Miranda Gomez, Community Services Director, mgomez@buckeyeaz.gov, (623)
349-6353

3. Adjournment.
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2.A
CITY OF BUCKEYE

Council Workshop Agenda
COUNCIL ACTION REPORT

MEETING DATE: 04/05/22

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A. Introduction to
City-initiated Major General Plan
Amendment (GPA) for State Route 85
(SR85) corridor - PLZU-22-00001

DATE PREPARED: 03/31/22 DISTRICT NO.: District 1
STAFF LIAISON: Ken Galica, Principal Planner, kgalica@buckeyeaz.gov,
(623) 349-6214
DEPARTMENT: Development
Services

AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Public
Meeting / Non Consent - New Business

TIME NEEDED: 30 minutes

ACTION/MOTION: (This language identifies the formal motion to be made by the Council) 
Presentation and discussion regarding the City-initiated Major General Plan Amendment for State
Route 85 (SR85) corridor. (Approximate time: 30 minutes)

RELEVANT GOALS: 
GOAL 3: A Well-Planned Urban Community

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT GOALS: 
GOAL 2: Enhanced Economic Well-Being and Vitality

SUMMARY

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
The City of Buckeye Development Services Department has initiated Application PLZU-22-00001, an
application for a Major General Plan Amendment concerning approximately 2,648.9 acres in the
vicinity of State Route 85 (SR85). Two non-contiguous areas are subject to the proposed application, as
illustrated on the attached map exhibits. The northern area is bounded by Broadway Road on the north,
the 263rd Avenue alignment on the east, Baseline Road on the south, and Turner Road on the west; the
southern area is bounded by MC85 on the north, Rooks Road on the east, Hazen Road on the south, and
SR85 on the west. Properties subject to the request are owned by 34 different entities, are a mix of land
that has been incorporated and unincorporated land under jurisdiction of Maricopa County, and feature
multiple different zoning designations.   
 
The present Imagine Buckeye General Plan 2040 Land Use Map designations for the properties subject
to the Major GPA are as follows:  
 

Approximately 2,118.8 acres are designated Neighborhood. The Neighborhood designation is
applied to areas that are expected to develop with a broad range of residential types and densities,
including single-family attached, single-family detached, and multi-family homes. Other land
uses that support and contribute to the livability of neighborhoods, such as neighborhood scaled
shops, parks, recreational facilities, religious institutions, offices, and educational uses are also
permitted in the Neighborhood designation.  
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Approximately 530.1 acres of land are designated Business Commerce (BC). The BC category
denotes areas with access to major streets and transit opportunities that are reserved for
development of community and regional commercial, professional office, and business park
uses.   

 
The proposal will amend the Imagine Buckeye General Plan 2040 Land Use Map, changing the land use
designation of the entire 2,648.9 acres to Employment. The Employment designation denotes areas that
are intended to develop with light industrial and business parks uses that contribute to the local and
regional economies; industrial uses are to be buffered and/or separated from existing or planned
residential uses. 
 
In addition to the map revision described above, the proposed City-initiated Major General Plan
Amendment will revise the definition of the Employment designation contained on Page 2-14 of the
General Plan 2040. The proposed text, provided as an attachment to this notice, further emphasizes and
strengthens the City’s expectation that any industrial development that is located within one-quarter
(1/4) mile of existing and/or planned residential uses will incorporate design measures intended to
minimize impacts on residents and neighborhoods. The proposed text amendment will apply citywide. 

BENEFITS:
With approval of the request, properties in the corridor would be eligible, through separate processes, to
annex (if needed) and rezone to districts that would support future development of the corridor with
light industrial and commerce park type uses with a character most similar to that of the Loop 303
corridor in the City of Goodyear. Development consistent with the intended vision would benefit the
City economically while also reducing instances of residences backing onto a high traffic, high noise
state (and future interstate) highway, mitigating a potentially undesirable condition. 

FUTURE ACTION:
The request is considered a Major General Plan Amendment because it involves more than 160 acres.
The process for this Major General Plan Amendment includes the following:

A 60-day review period during which the Planning and Zoning Commission, City Council,
surrounding jurisdictions, and relevant State and County agencies can review the request and
provide feedback that can be incorporated into the proposal.  
A neighborhood meeting at which time all interested persons may learn about the proposal, ask
questions of the applicant or staff, and/or comment on the request.  The date, time, and location of
the neighborhood meeting is yet to be determined but is likely to occur in late March or early
April.
Introductory work sessions with the Planning and Zoning Commission, held on February 22,
2022, and the City Council, to be held on April 5, 2022.  
Two public hearings held by the Planning and Zoning Commission, who will then make a
recommendation to the City Council.  The first of these two hearings will take place at a to-be-
determined off-site location as required by state statute; the second hearing will take place in the
City Council Chambers.  The dates and times of the future Planning and Zoning Commission
meetings are tentatively scheduled for April 26, 2022 and May 10, 2022.  
One public hearing held by City Council to occur in the City Council Chambers.  The date and
time of the future City Council meeting tentatively scheduled for May 17, 2022.  Two-thirds (2/3)
majority vote of the Council will be required for approval. 

Items related to a project or facility location must include an attached vicinity map for Council Review.
ATTACHMENTS:
SR85 Corridor Major GPA - Existing & Proposed Land Use Maps.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1265793/SR85_Corridor_Major_GPA_-_Existing___Proposed_Land_Use_Maps.pdf


SR85 Corridor Major GPA - Existing & Proposed Employment Land Use Definition.pdf
PLZU-22-00001 SR85 Corridor Major GPA 60 Day Notification (City Council).pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1265794/SR85_Corridor_Major_GPA_-_Existing___Proposed_Employment_Land_Use_Definition.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1265795/PLZU-22-00001_SR85_Corridor_Major_GPA_60_Day_Notification__City_Council_.pdf
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EXISTING EMPLOYMENT LAND USE DEFINITION 

 

 

PROPOSED EMPLOYMENT LAND USE DEFINITION 

  

Employment denotes areas of development that have a focus on employment 
opportunities that contribute to the overall local and regional economy. This may 
include industrial uses, such as warehouses and manufacturing facilities, as well as 
business parks. Industrial uses should be buffered and/or separated from existing or 
planned residential uses. Planned Area Developments (PAD) within a larger center to 
accommodate ancillary business services and eating and retail establishments may also 
be appropriate in this land use designation. Uses within the Employment designation 
should have vehicular access to major arterials. 

Underlying zoning districts consistent with this land use designation are: 1-1, I-2, BP, 
and PO. 

Employment Transition Area
Property featuring an Employment land use within a quarter mile of a Neighborhood 
land use is considered the Employment Transition Area (ETA). Development within the 
ETA is intended to develop in accordance with the Employment designation, but with 
added emphasis on minimizing impacts to nearby existing and/or future residential 
uses by presenting an upscale, business park-like appearance from the perspective of 
adjacent arterial streets, parkways, and freeways. Development within this designation 
is expected to inwardly orient outdoor storage and/or service areas or, if not feasible, 
fully screen and buffer those areas from the perspective of adjacent streets. Every 
effort should be made to minimize impacts from heavy truck traffic on adjoining 
neighborhoods (existing or planned) by designing collector street or on-site circulation 
systems to limit usage of adjacent arterial streets, parkways, or freeways and 
strategically locating access points to reduce conflicts with routine neighborhood 
traffic. 

Application of a Planned Area Development (PAD) or Community Master Plan (CMP) 
overlay may be required for properties with this designation to establish development 
standards, performance standards, and/or design criteria to ensure the goals within the 
ETA are met. 

Underlying zoning districts consistent with this land use designation are: 1-1, BP, and 
PO, though certain primarily indoor I-2 uses such as heavy manufacturing may be 
considered as part of the required Planned Area Development (PAD) or Community 
Master Plan (CMP) if appropriate design measures and performance criteria are 
incorporated.

Employment E
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               Development Services Department  
MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

 
 

DATE:   February 22, 2022 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  Adam Copeland, Deputy Director of Planning 
 
THROUGH: Brian Craig, AICP, Development Services Director 
 
SUBJECT: SR85 Corridor Major General Plan Amendment – Application PLZU-22-00001 
 

This memorandum serves as notification of the 60 day review period for General Plan Amendment Application PL-
19-0054 pursuant to Section 9-461.06.C of the Arizona Revised Statutes.   
 
The City of Buckeye Development Services Department has initiated Application PLZU-22-00001, an application 
for a Major General Plan Amendment concerning approximately 2,648.9 acres in the vicinity of State Route 85 
(SR85). Two non-contiguous areas are subject to the proposed application, as illustrated on the attached map 
exhibits. The northern area is bounded by Broadway Road on the north, the 263rd Avenue alignment on the east, 
Baseline Road on the south, and Turner Road on the west; the southern area is bounded by MC85 on the north, 
Rooks Road on the east, Hazen Road on the south, and SR85 on the west. Properties subject to the request are 
owned by 34 different entities, are a mix of land that has been incorporated and unincorporated land under 
jurisdiction of Maricopa County, and feature multiple different zoning designations.  
 
The present Imagine Buckeye General Plan 2040 Land Use Map designations for the properties subject to the 
Major GPA are as follows: 
 

 Approximately 2,118.8 acres are designated Neighborhood. The Neighborhood designation is applied to 
areas that are expected to develop with a broad range of residential types and densities, including single-
family attached, single-family detached, and multi-family homes. Other land uses that support and 
contribute to the livability of neighborhoods, such as neighborhood scaled shops, parks, recreational 
facilities, religious institutions, offices, and educational uses are also permitted in the Neighborhood 
designation.  
 

 Approximately 530.1 acres of land are designated Business Commerce (BC). The BC category denotes 
areas with access to major streets and transit opportunities that are reserved for development of 
community and regional commercial, professional office, and business park uses.  
  

The proposal will amend the Imagine Buckeye General Plan 2040 Land Use Map, changing the land use 
designation of the entire 2,648.9 acres to Employment. The Employment designation denotes areas that are 
intended to develop with light industrial and business parks uses that contribute to the local and regional 
economies; industrial uses are to be buffered and/or separated from existing or planned residential uses.  With 
approval of the request, properties in the corridor would be eligible, through separate processes, to annex (if 
needed) and rezone to districts that would support future development of the corridor with light industrial and 
commerce park type uses with a character most similar to that of the Loop 303 corridor in the City of Goodyear.    
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Development Services Department 
530 East Monroe Avenue | Buckeye, Arizona 85326 

Phone: (623) 349-6200 | www.buckeyeaz.gov  

 
In addition to the map revision described above, the proposed City-initiated Major General Plan Amendment will 
revise the definition of the Employment designation contained on Page 2-14 of the General Plan 2040. The 
proposed text, provided as an attachment to this notice, further emphasizes and strengthens the City’s 
expectation that any industrial development that is located within one-quarter (1/4) mile of existing and/or 
planned residential uses will incorporate design measures intended to minimize impacts on residents and 
neighborhoods. The proposed text amendment will apply citywide.  
 
The request is considered a Major General Plan Amendment because it involves more than 160 acres. The 
process for this Major General Plan Amendment includes the following: 
 

 A 60-day review period during which the Planning and Zoning Commission, City Council, surrounding 
jurisdictions, school districts, and relevant State and County agencies can review the request and provide 
initial feedback that can be incorporated into the proposal.    
 

 A neighborhood meeting at which time all interested persons may learn about the proposal, ask 
questions of the applicant or staff, and/or comment on the request.  The date, time, and location of the 
neighborhood meeting is yet to be determined.     

 

 Introductory work sessions with the Planning and Zoning Commission, scheduled for February 22, 2022, 
and the City Council, scheduled for April 5, 2022.  
 

 Two public hearings held by the Planning and Zoning Commission, who will then make a 
recommendation to the City Council.  The first of these two hearings will take place at a to-be-
determined off-site location as required by state statute; the second hearing will take place in the City 
Council Chambers.  The dates and times of the future Planning and Zoning Commission meetings are 
tentatively scheduled for April 26, 2022 and May 10, 2022. 

 

 One public hearing held by City Council to occur in the City Council Chambers.  The date and time of the 
future City Council meeting tentatively scheduled for May 17, 2022.  Two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the 
Council is required for approval.  

 
 
Enclosure:   Existing and Proposed General Plan Land Use Map Exhibits 
  Existing and Proposed General Plan Text (Excerpt of Employment land use definition) 
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2.B
CITY OF BUCKEYE

Council Workshop Agenda
COUNCIL ACTION REPORT

MEETING DATE: 04/05/22 AGENDA ITEM: 2.B. Main Street
Coalition Budget Request for FY22-23

DATE PREPARED: 03/31/22 DISTRICT NO.: 1 & 2
STAFF LIAISON: Miranda Gomez, Community Services Director,
mgomez@buckeyeaz.gov, (623) 349-6353

DEPARTMENT: Community Services
AGENDA ITEM TYPE: Staff Reports
/ Discussion and Possible Direction from
Council

TIME NEEDED: 30 minutes

ACTION/MOTION: (This language identifies the formal motion to be made by the Council) 
Presentation and discussion regarding Buckeye Main Street Coalition's current Fiscal Year 2021-2022
Memorandum of Understanding and the proposal for the Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Memorandum of
Understanding. (Approximate time: 30 minutes)

RELEVANT GOALS: 
GOAL 2: Enhanced Economic Well-Being and Vitality

SUMMARY

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
The Buckeye Main Street Coalition has worked alongside the City for several years to improve historic
downtown Buckeye.  In addition, Main Street undertakes activities specified in the scope of services in
their MOU, including coordinating special events such as Veterans Day Parade, Shop Small Saturday,
Glow on Monroe Parade, Buckeye Days, Earth Day Clean Up event, decorating the City holiday tree
and promoting businesses and services available in downtown Buckeye. 
 
Staff will present an update on progress made on initiatives included in their FY22 MOU and items to
be requested as part of their FY23 MOU.

BENEFITS:
The services the Buckeye Main Street Coalition will perform as part of the MOU will make downtown
Buckeye a welcoming place for visitors.  The events that occur in downtown Buckeye, as well as the
banners and holiday lights, make downtown more festive, vibrant and enhance community life. 

FUTURE ACTION:
In June, staff will bring before Council the MOU for FY22-23 that will include the scope of services
and the financial compensation to be provided by the City to Main Street Coalition.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
NA

CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TOTAL COST:
NA
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Items related to a project or facility location must include an attached vicinity map for Council Review.
ATTACHMENTS:
Buckeye Main Street MOU.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1303827/Buckeye_Main_Street_MOU.pdf
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