
  
1) CALL TO ORDER
  
2) APPROVE AGENDA
  
3) APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
 3.a Approve P&Z Minutes - July 7th, 2020
  
4) COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS AND PETITION
 4.a Monthly Budget - July - Table
 4.b City Council Minutes - June 9, 2020
 4.c Council Minutes - July 14, 2020
 4.d Byron Community Newsletter - July 
  
5) PUBLIC HEARING
  
6) GENERAL BUSINESS
  
7) UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 7.a Bee Ordinance Discussion
  
8) NEW BUSINESS
  
9) PUBLIC COMMENTS
  
10) ADJOURN

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING
TUESDAY AUGUST 4, 2020

6:00 PM CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS
680 BYRON MAIN COURT NE, BYRON MN 55920

To Provide Valued Public Service and Guide the City with Innovative
Thinking Toward Smart Growth.
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  AGENDA ITEM NO. 3.a

CITY OF BYRON,
MINNESOTA

 

DATE: August 4, 2020

Originating Dept: Administration

Introduction: Approve P&Z Minutes - July 7th, 2020

Request for Action:

Background /Justification:

Fiscal Impact:

Staff Recommendation: Approve the minutes from July 7th, 2020 

Preparer: Kelli Cheney

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
P&Z Minutes 7.7.20.pdf
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BYRON PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2020 

6:00 PM CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
680 BYRON MAIN COURT NE, BYRON MN 55920  

 
 
 
 
 
1) CALL TO ORDER - Acting Chair Justin VanLaere called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020. 
 

Members Present: Claire Cink, Justin VanLaere, Tracy Lermon,  
 
Also Present: Council Advisor Steven Cook, Zoning Technician Kelli Cheney, David and Deanna 
Clopton, Lisa Baldus, Gretta Becay 
 
Members Absent: Brian Frank, Duane Quam 

 
2) APPROVE AGENDA  

Motion made by Tracy Lermon second by Claire Cink to approve the agenda. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
3) APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA  

3.a.   Approve P&Z Minutes - June 2, 2020 
Motion made by Tracy Lermon second by Claire Cink to approve the minutes. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 
4) COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS AND PETITION 

4.a.   Monthly Budget - June - Table 
4.b.   City Council Minutes - May 13, 2020 
4.c.   Byron Community Newsletter - June 

 
5) PUBLIC HEARING  

Motion made by Claire Cink second by Tracy Lermon to Open Public Hearing at 6:02 PM. Motion 
Carried Unanimously. 
 
5.a.   Residential Kennel License - 610 7th Ave NE - Kelli Cheney explained how David and 
Deanna Clopton are looking to adopt a senior dog who is bonded to a 9 year old dog. They would 
like to adopt both dogs to help with the transition for the dogs, but due to already having two dogs, 
they would need to apply for a kennel license. Per city ordinance, a kennel license is required for 
residents with four or more dogs or four or more cats. Clopton’s plan to have the dogs as pets and 
they would be inside dogs. They have a fenced yard for when they let their dogs out and will keep 
them on a leash when they are not in a fenced area. They do not plan to breed any dogs and have 
years of experience with 4 or more dogs when they lived in Rochester previously. There were no 
comments from the public. 
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5.b.   Chapter 94: Urban Chicken Revisions - Kelli Cheney explained the revisions to the chicken 
ordinance are removing neighbor approval in order to obtain a permit and a few grammatical 
changes. There were no comments from the public. 

 
Motion made by Claire Cink second by Tracy Lermon to Close Public Hearings. Motion Carried 
Unanimously. 

 
Motion made by Tracy Lermon, seconded by Claire Cink to recommend to City Council approval 
for the Residential Kennel License. Motion carried Unanimously.  
 
Motion made by Tracy Lermon, seconded by Claire Cink to recommend to City Council approval 
for the Chapter 94: Urban Chicken Revisions. Motion carried Unanimously.  
 

 
6) GENERAL BUSINESS  

6.a. Ordinance 20-01 - Annexation - Kelli Cheney brought this annexation to the board for 
them to  review. The City is to annex in a portion of Country Club Road that the City already 
owns and maintains. Due to the City owning the road and maintaining the road, there does not 
need to be a public hearing or a joint agreement with Kalmar Township to annex into the City 
per Minnesota State Statute 414.033 subd. 2(1). The ordinance will be going to the July 14th 
council meeting for approval. For being a new board, Cheney felt it was good for them to see, 
as annexations typically go through P&Z. There were no other questions or concerns. 

 
7) UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

7.a. Bee Ordinance Discussion - Kelli Cheney asked for direction from the board on what 
they want to do for the bee ordinance. Tracy Lermon stated she didn't get to talk to very 
many people, but the few that she did talk to did not see a problem with allowing bees in the 
City Limits. Council Advisor Steven Cook mentioned there are probably residents with bees 
that we may not be aware of. Cook mentioned that there is a very active bee club in SE 
Minnesota and thought it would be best to have an ordinance so we are prepared if a resident 
would like to start a colony of bees. Justin VanLaere feels we should move forward with 
drafting an ordinance. Claire Cink felt that the Pine Island ordinance was the best laid out for 
us to go off of. The board agreed. 

 
8) NEW BUSINESS 
 
9) PUBLIC COMMENTS - Acting Chair Justin VanLaere called for Public Comments 3 times.  
 
10) ADJOURN - Motion made by Tracy Lermon, seconded by Claire Cink to adjourn the meeting at 

6:20 PM. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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  AGENDA ITEM NO. 4.a

CITY OF BYRON,
MINNESOTA

 

DATE: August 4, 2020

Originating Dept: Administration

Introduction: Monthly Budget - July - Table

Request for Action:

Background /Justification:

Fiscal Impact:

Staff Recommendation:

Preparer: Kelli Cheney

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
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  AGENDA ITEM NO. 4.b

CITY OF BYRON,
MINNESOTA

 

DATE: August 4, 2020

Originating Dept: Administration

Introduction: City Council Minutes - June 9, 2020

Request for Action:

Background /Justification:

Fiscal Impact:

Staff Recommendation:

Preparer: Kelli Cheney

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
6.9.20 Council Minutes.pdf
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BYRON CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2020 

6:00 PM CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
680 BYRON MAIN COURT NE, BYRON MN 55920  

 
 
 
 
1) CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Glassmaker called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance. 
Members Present: Daryl Glassmaker, Dan Mesenburg, Matt Brekke, Steven Cook and  
Jameson Hanson. 
Also Present: Jeff Greene, Aaron Gross, Mike Gordon, Dan Vosberg, Ryan Hanson, Bret 
Borowski, James Gibbs, Kelli Cheney, City Engineer Bill Angerman, Community  
Development Coordinator Janna Monosmith, Public Works Superintendent Tom Ricke  
and City Administrator Mary Blair-Hoeft. 

 
2) APPROVE AGENDA - Motion made by Matt Brekke second by Jameson Hanson to 

approve the agenda with the addition of the Byron Community Newsletter under 
Communications, Reports and Petitions. Motion Carried. 

 
3) APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA - Motion made by Steven Cook second by Matt Brekke 

to approve. Motion Carried. 
3.a.   Council Minutes from May 13, 2020 
3.b.   BEDA Minutes from April 21, 2020 
3.c.   P&Z Minutes from May 5, 2020 
3.d.   Approval After Payment for May 18, 2020 - $15,350.45 
3.e.   Warrant List for May 26, 2020 - $137,047.94 
3.f.   Approval After Payment for June 9, 2020 - $4,672.56 
3.g.   Warrant List for June 9, 2020 - $157,411.67 
3.h.   2nd Ave NW Watermain; Elcor Construction, Inc; Final Pay Request 
3.i.   Roundabout @ 10th Ave & 7th St; Rochester Sand & Gravel; Pay Request #1 
3.j.   Erosion Control Policy 
3.k.   2020 Contracts for 1st Responder/Fire Department 
3.l.   SE Service Cooperative Service Agreement 

 
4) COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS AND PETITION  

4.a.   Law enforcement Incidents and Calls for Byron 
4.b.   ROCOG Minutes from May 13, 2020 
4.c.   State Demographer Population Est 2019 
4.d.   Byron Community Newsletter - FYI 
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5) PUBLIC HEARING - 

 5.a.   3 1/2 Avenue Project Assessment Role - Angerman explained the projects and went 
through the process for assessing 20% to the benefiting properties.  Mayor Glassmaker opened 
the public hearing at 6:18pm.  

Jeff Greene of 1000 3 1/2 Avenue NW asked about the sidewalks on only the east side of 
the street, especially pertaining to James Gibbs property. He feels like the sidewalk is being force 
fed on the residents. Staff has met with Gibbs and they have an agreement on Gibs property.  

Dan Vosberg representing Mount Moriah Lutheran Church said the church is willing to 
allow residents to park in their parking lot when it is difficult to get to their own driveway during 
construction.  

Jim Gibbs of 1102 3 1/2 Avenue NW is asked that the church only pay for two lots and not 
three. He also mentioned that the church is accepting donations so they can replant the trees that 
are being taken out.  
Motion made by Cook second by Mesenburg to close the public hearing at 6:26pm. Motion 
carried.  
 
6) GENERAL BUSINESS  

6.a.     Provide Staff Authority to Advertise for Bids for 2020 Sidewalk Project - 
Ricke went over the planned sidewalk projects for 2020.  The plans/specs are 
not complete; therefore, upon staff’s review of the documents, they requested 
authorization to advertise for bids, before the next council meeting. 
Motion made by Steven Cook second by Jameson Hanson to approve 
staff’s request. Motion Carried. 

6.b.    Provide Staff Authority To Advertise For Pond F Bids -The plans/specs are not  
complete for this project; therefore, upon staff’s review of the documents, they 
requested authorization to advertise for bids, before the next council meeting.  Motion 
made by Jameson Hanson second by Matt Brekke to approve. Motion Carried. 

6.c. Covid 19 Plan to Re-Open Public Buildings - Ricke went over the 
preparedness plan for the city's public buildings. Motion made by Dan 
Mesenburg second by Steven Cook to approve the plan. Motion Carried.  

6.d. Proposed Ordinance Chapter 50 Water Ordinance Revisions - FYI; - Hoeft 
went through the changes for the water ordinance. This will come to the next 
meeting as a public hearing. 

6.e. BCRC Maintenance Concerns - Ricke explained the concerns he has received 
from the Byron Youth Baseball Association regarding BCRC and shared what 
staff has planned for the fields. Staff was looking to see to what level the 
Council wanted the fields maintained.  Council felt the field process is going 
along very well.  Ricke did say he encourages associations to volunteer.  

8



 
Ryan Hanson from the Youth Baseball Board spoke about the need to have the 
fields be consistently maintained and that it is a sports complex and not a park. 
The Youth Baseball Board is willing to help out in any way they can. Aaron 
Gross, President of the Youth Baseball Association talked about sponsorships as 
a way to get money for the fields. Bret Borowski, President of the Youth 
Softball Association offered their support as well. They will help out in any way 
they can. 

6.f. Resolution 20-28 Adopting the 3 1/2 Assessment Role - Motion made by 
Jameson Hanson second by Dan Mesenburg to approve Resolution 20-28 
Adopting the Assessment Role as is; which includes keeping Mount Moriah 
Church being assessed for three lots. Motion carried. 

6.g. 3 1/2 Avenue NW Water Main Replacement Proj - Motion made by Dan 
Mesenburg second by Matt Brekke to accept SL Contracting's bid of $21,600. 
Motion carried. 

 
7) UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

7.a.      Byron Pool Status - Ricke asked the council for direction on opening the pool. 
Ricke and Hoeft went through all that staff has done to get prepared and all that 
would still need to be done on a daily basis in order to open the pool. 
Consensus of the council is to move forward on opening the pool with a 
tentative date pending there are enough lifeguards. 

7.b.     BCRC All-Inclusive Playground Bid - The bids came in as follows: DeCook 
Excavating $90,512.50; SL Contracting $94,498.95 and Elcor Construction 
$95,466.00. Council had given staff authority to move forward at a previous 
meeting with the lowest bidder.  Motion made by Steven Cook second by 
Jameson Hanson to accept staff decision to award the bid to DeCook 
Excavating.  Motion carried. 

 
8) NEW BUSINESS  

8.a.    Resolution 20-30 Reimburse On-Sale Liquor Licence - Hoeft brought this idea 
forward and mentioned and the businesses are not asking for it.  She thought it may 
show support of our local businesses that have not been able to use their license 
during COVID 19.  Motion made by Steven Cook  second by Matt Brekke to approve 
reimbursing On-Sale Liquor License establishments for three months of the permit 
fee. Motion Carried. 

 8.b.   Resolution 20-29; Allowing Outdoor Services During Executive Order - Motion 
made by Steven Cook second by Dan Mesenburg to approve Resolution 20-29 
allowing establishments to have outdoor services while the Executive Order exists; so 
until the business is allowed to re-open to full capacity. Motion Carried.  

 8.c.   Resolution 20-31 Emergency Change in Polling Place - Motion made by Steven 
Cook  second by Jameson Hanson to approve moving the polling place to the Middle 
School for the 2020 elections. Motion Carried. 

 8.d.    Hamilton Project aka Byron 47 Lot Purchase Agreement Amendment - Motion 
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made by Dan Mesenburg second by Matt Brekke to approve the agreement back one 
month as amended. Motion carried. 

 
9) PUBLIC COMMENTS - Asked three times with no response. 
 
10) COMMITTEE BOARD REPORTS/OPEN DISCUSSION - Cook attended the P&Z 

meeting. Mesenburg attended the BEDA meeting. Glassmaker attended the BEDA and 
Good Neighbor Days meetings. Brekke attended the 1st Responder meeting. Hanson 
mentioned the Chamber is trying to put something together to help support the local 
businesses. 

 
11) ADJOURN - Motion made by Steven Cook second by Dan Mesenburg to Adjourn at 8:11pm. 

Motion carried.  
 
 

Daryl Glassmaker, Mayor Mary Blair-Hoeft, City Administrator 
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  AGENDA ITEM NO. 4.c

CITY OF BYRON,
MINNESOTA

 

DATE: August 4, 2020

Originating Dept: Administration

Introduction: Council Minutes - July 14, 2020

Request for Action:

Background /Justification:

Fiscal Impact:

Staff Recommendation:

Preparer: Kelli Cheney

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
7.14.20 Council Minutes.pdf
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BYRON CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2020 

6:00 PM CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
680 BYRON MAIN COURT NE, BYRON MN 55920  

 
 
 
 
 
1) CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Glassmaker called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 
 

 Members Present: Daryl Glassmaker, Dan Mesenburg, Matt Brekke, Steven Cook and 
Jameson Hanson (6:03pm).  
Also Present: Brian Morgan, Gretta Becay, Matt Grant, Scott Wilde, Bobby Falcon, Ryan 
Morgan, Kenna Sandborn, Deputy Mangan, Community Development Planner Janna 
Monosmith, Public Works Superintendent Tom Ricke and City Administrator Mary 
Blair-Hoeft.  

 
2) APPROVE AGENDA - Motion made by Steven Cook second by Dan Mesenburg to Approve. 

Motion carried. 
 
3) APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA  

Motion made by Steven Cook second by Matt Brekke to Approve . Motion Carried. 
3.a.   City Council Minutes for June 9, 2020 
3.b.   P&Z Minutes from June 2, 2020 
3.c.   Park Board Minutes from February 24, 2020 
3.d.   Approval After Payment for June 18, 2020 - $15,431.77 
3.e.   Warrant List for June 23, 2020 - $246,339.79 
3.f.   Approval After Payment for July 6, 2020 - $116,114.92 
3.g.   Warrant List for July 14, 2020 - $327,127.53 
3.h.   10th Ave & 7th St NE Roundabout; Rochester Sand & Gravel: Pay Req #2 
3.i.   Residential Kennel License - 610 7th Ave NE 
3.j.   Fareway Foods Tobacco License 
3.k.   Maintenance Agreement with Olmsted County 

 
4) COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS AND PETITION  

4.a. Byron Fire Relief Association: Scott Wilde - Wilde spoke about the Fire Relief 
Association audit. He requested an increase from $2,000 to $2,200 per year per 
firefighter after 20 years of service starting in 2021. Hoeft supported the 
request.  Motion made by Dan Mesenburg second by Matt Brekke to Approve . 
Motion carried.  

4.b. Byron Fire Chief Matt Grant - Fire Chief Grant announced Leonard Jessen retired  
from the fire department last month after eight years of service. Grant asked the 
council for approval to hire Ryan Kennedy as Jessen's replacement. Motion made 
by Matt Brekke second by Steven Cook to Approve . Motion carried. 

         4.c. Brian Morgan; Candidate for County Commissioner -  Introduced himself. 
4.d. First Quarter Financial Report - Hoeft asked if the council had any questions. 
4.e.  Byron Neighbors Helping Neighbors May Service Hours-FYI 
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Page Two 7.14.20 Council Minutes 
 
4.f. Introduce Olmsted County Deputy Mangan - Deputy Ryan Mangan greeted the 

Council.  He is filling in for Deputy Hennen while he is on leave. 
4.g. Schedule July 28th City Council Meeting - Motion made by Steven Cook second by Matt 

Brekke to Approve a second meeting in July. Consensus of the council is to meet at 5pm. 
Motion carried. 

 
5) PUBLIC HEARING - Hoeft explained the changes to the Water/Sewer Service Ordinance.            
Staff will no longer be hanging door hangers for the delinquent residents and the administration               
charge will be added to their account if payment is not received by 4PM the day prior to shut off.                    
Motion made by Steven Cook second by Matt Brekke to Open Public Hearing at 6:23pm. Motion                
carried.  

5.a. Ordinance 20-03 - Chapter 50 Sewer and Water Service - Mayor asked three              
times for public comments with no response. Motion made by Steven Cook second by Jameson 
Hanson to close Public Hearing closed at 6:23pm. Motion carried. 
 
6) GENERAL BUSINESS  

6.a. Council Meeting Date Change - Elections: Because of the date of Primary Election, 
Council meeting in August needs to change. Consensus of the council is to move the meeting to 
Wednesday August 12th at 6pm. Motion made by Steven Cook second by Dan Mesenburg to 
Approve. Motion carried. 

 6.b. Resolution 2020-33: 2020 Bond & Bond Refunding - Paul Donna presented via   
Zoom the funding for the street projects along with some refunding.  The public infrastructure 
portion of the bond is $3,197,157.  The remaining portion of the bond is refunding of GO Bond 
2010A and GO bond 2011B.  The refunding will save about $53,000.  The Assessment portion of the 
bond is for 15 years; the remaining project side of the bond is for ten years.  The refunding will be 
paid off at the same schedule prior to the refunding. The total bond is for $4.2Million.  Motion made 
by Matt Brekke second by Steven Cook to approve . Motion carried.  
        6.c. Automatic Aid Agreement w/Rochester Fire -  Fire Chief Grant explained the need for 
this agreement; which is similar to mutual aid; except this agreement will occur without a request 
anytime an EMS is called out in the cross over area around Rochester.  This will provide for a 
quicker response for incidents. Motion made by Jameson Hanson second by Matt Brekke to approve. 
Motion carried. 

6.d. Ordinance 20-01 - Annexation of Roadway - The section of County Club Road SE 
which is maintained/owned needs to be annexed into Byron as detailed in Ordinance 20-01.  Motion 
made by Steven Cook second by Jameson Hanson to Approve.  Motion carried. 

6.e. Sidewalk Funding Discussion - Hoeft explained that she was asked to consider 
changing the way the city funds sidewalks with possibly adding a fee to the water/sewer bill. 
Hoeft checked with nine other cities and eight of them fund sidewalks the way Byron currently 
does by putting money away within the budget and adding them in with road construction 
projects. Consensus of the council is to wait for the ADA sidewalk study which will provide 
dollar figures and then review it at that time. 
 
7) UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

7.a. COVID-19 Update/Discussion - Hoeft mentioned the city will receive funding but 
we are putting together a plan by evaluating COVID related expenses. Staff is asking for leeway  
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Page Three 7.14.20 Council Minutes 
 

to hire a project person, someone to evaluate software; workflows as well evaluate making 
changes to allow for virtual meeting. Consensus of the council is to allow staff to have a 
discussion and move forward with contracting with someone to do projects to help evaluate 
these expenses.  

 Staff has been approached about mandating wearing masks in all public facilities as 
Rochester has done. Consensus of the council is to not create a mask mandate. It is up to the 
businesses to follow the Executive Order as mandated by the Governor; the businesses 
understand the importance of it.  
8) NEW BUSINESS  

8.a.   Charter Franchise Agreement - Motion made by Jameson Hanson second by Steven 
Cook to approve the agreement for the term of ten years with an automatic extension of five years 
unless written notice is given by either party three years before the expiration of the term.   Motion 
carried. 

8.b.   Chapter 94: Urban Chicken Revisions - Changes included the removal of chicken 
owners from obtaining permission from adjacent property owners for the first permit application. 
Motion made by Steven Cook second by Matt Brekke to approve . Motion carried. 

8.c. Resolution 2020-31; Water Rate Increase - Staff is proposing a $.50           
increase in the water hook up fee to $5.00 per hook-up per month and a step increase to the                   
first tier for the next three years. Starting August 5, 2020 the first tier cost will be $3.60 per                   
1000 gallons up to 11,999 gallons. Starting no later than March 5, 2021 the first tier cost will                  
be $3.65 per 1000 gallons up to 11,999 gallons and starting no later than March 5, 2022 the                  
first tier cost will be $3.70 per 1000 gallons up to 11,999 gallons . Motion made by Jameson                  
Hanson second by Matt Brekke to approve . Motion carried. 

8.d. Endorsement of Safe and Supportive School Resolution - Mesenburg         
explained the background of the committee and the resolution they are creating. Consensus             
of the members is to bring back the resolution when it is final and approved by the School                  
Board. 

8.e. Review Ordinance Chapter 76: Golf Carts and ATV's. - Hoeft and 
Monosmith gave the background of the ordinance. Council is an agreement with the changes 
to the ordinance that were made by staff and Deputy Mangan and directed staff to keep 
moving forward with the public hearing. 

 
9) PUBLIC COMMENTS - Asked three times with no response. 
 
10) COMMITTEE BOARD REPORTS/OPEN DISCUSSION - Mayor attended a GND and school 

finance meeting. Mesenburg attended two school meetings. Hanson announced that this 
Saturday is small business Saturday. Cook attended the Park Board and P&Z meetings. Brekke 
attended the 1st Responder meeting. 

 
11) ADJOURN - Motion made by Steven Cook second by Matt Brekke to adjourn at 8:10pm. 

Motion carried.  
 
 

Daryl Glassmaker, Mayor Mary Blair-Hoeft, City Administrator 
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  AGENDA ITEM NO. 4.d

CITY OF BYRON,
MINNESOTA

 

DATE: August 4, 2020

Originating Dept: Administration

Introduction: Byron Community Newsletter - July 

Request for Action:

Background /Justification:

Fiscal Impact:

Staff Recommendation:

Preparer: Kelli Cheney

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
July Community Newsletter.pdf
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www.byronmn.com Volume 2 ❘ Issue 7 ❘ July 2020

Byron Community News 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY BYRON EDA AND CITY HALL

STAY INFORMED
ON THE LATEST 
HOME TOWN 

NEWS

FREE!

CITY OF BYRON MISSION STATEMENT: 
To provide valued public service and guide the City with innovative thinking toward smart growth.

Olmsted County Sheriff’s Deputy Ryan Mangan was introduced to the Byron City 
Council members at their regular meeting July 14. Mangan is taking the place of 
Deputy Adam Hennen, who had been assigned to Byron after Deputy Jay Clements 
completed his time here. However, Adam was injured on the job and during his re-
covery, Deputy Mangan will be the assigned Byron deputy. 

Mangan explained that he has been with the Sheriff’s Office for 11 years. He was 
a police officer for four years before that in a different location and prior to that, he 
was a paramedic.

Mangan is a native of Plainview and now lives in Byron with his family. He is one of 
the six deputies in the Sheriff’s Office that have canine teammates.

Mangan’s teammate is named Rajko, (pronounced Riko), and is an 80-pound Ger-
man Shepherd from Slovakia. The two have been teamed together since Rajko joined 
the Sheriff’s Office in 2012 as a puppy.  Caption & Photo by Gretta Becay

DID YOU KNOW 
Byron offers online 

and paperless billing?

Byron has teamed with 
Payment Service Network 
to allow residents to view 
bills, make one time pay-
ments or set up auto-pay. 
You can access all this on 
their mobile app as well. 

REGISTER 
ONLINE 
TODAY!

Workers from DeCook Excavating began the dirt work in July on the All-inclusive Play-
ground being built at the Byron Community Recreation Complex. Grants from the Otto 
Bremer Trust and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources as well as contribu-
tions from the City of Byron helped push donations over the top to get the playground 
built. The playground is the Legacy project of the local Lions Club and many local busi-
nesses contributed to the funds as well. 

The playground is scheduled to be completed this year. Photo by Gretta Becay

Wearing a mask 
is easy but closing 

down our businesses 
again is not. Please 
wear a mask so that 
your favorite small 

businesses stay safe 
and stay open.

Byron’s credit rating is AA
Standard & Poors Global Rating, the company that issues 

credit ratings for municipalities, has given Byron an AA rat-
ing. That rating allows the city to issue bonds, that is, borrow 
money for municipal projects, for a very low interest rate. 
And, explained Paul Donna, the city’s financial consultant, 
interest rates for this type of borrowing are lower than they 
have been since the early 1990’s. After his presentation and 
some discussion at their meeting July 14, the City Council 
members voted unanimously to approve floating a general 
obligation bond issue for $4,150,000. 

The funds will be used to refinance two bonds that current-
ly have higher rates and to pay for the street projects for this 
year, the roundabout and stormwater pond F. The refinancing 
will save the city’s taxpayers about $53,000 in interest costs.

The street projects include Second St. NW, Barbaree Lane 
SE, Country Club Road SE, 3 ½ Ave. NW, 10th Court NW, 
Fourth St. NE, Byron Main Court NE, and some new side-
walks. 

Donna noted that Byron has had a history of conservative 
budgeting and sufficient reserves, and these practices help the 
city maintain this strong rating. 

■ Story  by Gretta Becay
Standard & Poors Numeric Equilvalent

AAA 100

AA+ 95

AA 90

AA- 85

A+ 80

A 75

A- 70

BBB+ 65

BBB 60

BBB- 55

BB+ 50

BB 45

BB- 40

B+ 35

B 30

B- 25

CCC+ to CCC- 20

CC 15

C 10

D 5
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This 2019 Chevrolet Camaro ZL1, owned and driven by Tobey 
Hicks, accompanied by his sons, Jayse and Jaxson, took second 
place in the first Byron Good Neighbor Days Classic Car Cruise. A 
group of classic cars, golf carts, and other vehicles, followed a circu-
itous route through Byron on July 19 so Byron could have a parade, 
even during a pandemic.  Photo by Gretta Becay

Many Byron gardeners showed off their gardens during the first Byron Good Neighbor Days Garden 
Show held July 18. This garden, tended by Ann and Bob Jensen, is a perfect example of a welcoming 
outdoor space where a person could while away a lovely summer day.  Photo by Gretta Becay

There were many and varied examples of chalk art scattered 
around the driveways and sidewalks of Byron for the first Byron 
Good Neighbor Days Chalk Art Show held on July 18. The show al-
lowed people to show off their talents and allowed spectators and 
artists to remain safe during the pandemic.

This artwork, by Olivia Witts, shows Christopher Robin and his 
friends marching across the driveway of Olivia’s home. The rain that 
fell the night before the art show forced contestants to re-draw their 
creations.  Photo by Gretta Becay

SEE MORE  PHOTOS OF 
THIS AND PAST YEARS’ 

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
DAYS ACTIVITIES  

ONLINE AT: 
BYRONGND.COM 

OR GO TO FACEBOOK 
AND LOOK FOR 
BYRON GOOD 

NEIGHBOR DAYS.

Call the Byron City Hall at 775-3400 to have the latest edition of the Byron Community News sent to your inbox OR pick up a copy at City Hall.
• Byron Community News layout by Mind to Message Print Design •

The City of Byron will 
have the Mayor and three 
Council seats available for 
the November election. 
The filing period opened 
July 28 and closes August 
11th at 5:00 p.m. 

For more information
visit www.byronmn.com. 

did you know 
that City Hall has space 
available for new and 

upcoming businesses?! 
Visit our website or call 
us for more information!

Please remember to 
remove valuables from 
your vehicles and lock 

them up. Also lock your 
house and garage. 

DON’T BE A VICTIM! 

Did you know the city of Byron’s 2020 water and sewer billing rate is 
below average when compared to surrounding cities?! Here is a 
comparison of water bill costs based on 5,000 gallons of usage.  
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  AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.a

CITY OF BYRON,
MINNESOTA

 

DATE: August 4, 2020

Originating Dept: Administration

Introduction: Bee Ordinance Discussion

Request for Action: Read and make recommendations for additions or changes to the
proposed bee ordinance.

Background /Justification: Attached is the first draft of the proposed bee ordinance. A few items
that need to be discussed are:
 
- Permit application process - a decision needs to be made to
determine how we want the application process to be. For each city
that I have shown example ordinances of have a different application
process.  Is the Planning Commission wanting to send out
notification to surrounding homeowners if someone applies? If so,
are we wanting to follow a public hearing process or do more of a
process like Pine Island and Lake Elmo?

The City of Pine Island sends out notification to
residents within 200 feet of an applicant apply for bees.
People will have 30 days to respond to the Zoning
Administrator if they have concerns. The Zoning
Administrator will approve or deny the application. 
The City of Grand Meadow follows the public hearing
process. 
The City of Lake Elmo's process is what I listed in the
proposed ordinance. They send a letter to people within
150 and give the people 10 days to respond with their
concerns. If there are concerns, it will go to their Council
to approve or deny the permit. If there are no concerns,
the Zoning Administrator can approve the permit. 
The City of St. Paul Park will send notices to people
within 150 feet. 
The City of Circle Pines does not specify. 

- The fee amount the board feels comfortable with charging for
applications. 
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- Discuss if the board wants to require beekeeping training as a
requirement for applications. 

- Setback requirements for the colony location

 

These are a few of the items staff would like the board to go over.
Please make recommendations on the items listed above and if there
are any other items that need to be changed or added.  

Fiscal Impact: N/A

Staff Recommendation: Read Ordinance and make recommendations for additions or changes
to the proposed bee ordinance.  

Preparer: Kelli Cheney

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
Byron Bee Ordinance Draft.pdf
Bee Ordinance Samples.pdf
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94.60 DEFINITIONS.  

For the purpose of this subchapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the 
context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.  

APIARY.  The assembly of one (1) or more colonies of honey bees on a single lot.  

APIARY SITES.  The lot upon which an apiary is located.  

BEEKEEPER.  A person who owns or has charge of one (1) or more colonies of honey 
bees. 

BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT.  Anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive 
bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.  

COLONY.  An aggregate of honey bees consisting principally of workers, but having, 
when perfect, one (1) queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey.  

HIVE.  The receptacle inhabited by a colony. 

HONEY BEE.  All life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera species.  

LOT.  One unit of a recorded plat, subdivision or registered land survey, or a recorded 
parcel described by metes and bounds.  

NUCLEUS COLONY.  A small quantity of honey bees with a queen housed in a smaller 
than usual hive box designed for a particular purpose, and containing no supers.  

PERSON.  Any individual, partnership, corporation, company, limited liability company, 
other entity, or unincorporated association.  

REGISTRANT.  Any registered beekeeper and any person who has applied for approval 
of a beekeeping registration.  

ROOFTOP.  The uppermost section of a primary or accessory structure of at least one 
full story and at least twelve (12) feet in height. Areas including but not limited to decks, patios 
and balconies shall not be considered a rooftop.  

SUPER.  A part of a commercial or other managed beehive, such as a hobbyist, that is 
used to collect honey.  

SWARMING.  The process where a queen bee leaves a colony with a large group of 
worker bees.  

UNDEVELOPED PROPERTY.  Any lot that is not improved with a structure that has or 
is required to have a certificate of occupancy; and all streets and highways.  

UNUSUAL AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR.  Any instance in which unusual aggressive 
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characteristics such as stinging or attacking without provocation occurs.  

 

94.61 REGISTRATION.  

(A) No beekeeping may occur unless the city issues a permit to the beekeeper on 
that specific property. This excludes properties that are zoned Agricultural and are ten (10) 
acres or more in size. 

(B) A beekeeping permit will only be issued if: 

(1) The permit application documents the satisfaction of all applicable items 
found in §94.60 though §94.68; and 

(2) Notices have been mailed to all homes within 150 feet of the applicant’s 
property lines.  

(a) If there are objections received within 10 days of mailing the 
notices, then the permit application must be considered by the Planning Commission with final 
approval by City Council.  

(b) If there are no objections received within 10 days of mailing the 
notices, then the permit application will be processed by city staff. It will not be referred to the 
Planning Commission for consideration.  

(C) The permit shall be renewed on a yearly basis. If a beekeeper relocates a hive or 
colony to a new apiary site, the beekeeper shall apply for an updated registration prior to the 
relocation. All information required by the forms shall be answered fully and completely by the 
beekeeper. 

(D) Permits are non-transferable and do not run with the land. 

(E) A permit constitutes a limited licensed granted to the beekeeper by the City and 
in no way creates a vested zoning right.  

(F) By signing the permit, the beekeeper acknowledges that he or she shall defend 
and indemnify the City against any and all claims arising out of keeping the bees on the 
premises.  

(G) Beekeeping permit fees shall be established annually by the City Council’s Fee 
Resolution. 

(H) All standards of practice and colony density standards must be met. 

(I) If the standards of practice are not maintained subsequent to issuance of a 
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beekeeping permit, the permit may be revoked by the City.  

(J) Beekeeping training is required for the beekeeper prior to issuance of an initial 
beekeeping permit by the City.  

(1) Either provide a certificate of completion from a honeybee keeping course 
from an educational institution;  

(2) Request consideration for substituting equivalent experience for the 
honey bee keeping course; or 

(3) Provide a letter from a current beekeeping instructor, from an educational 
institution offering similar beekeeping courses, that states that the permit applicant has gained, 
through other means, substantially similar knowledge based to one that could be gained through 
appropriate beekeeping courses through the educational institution.  

(K) Upon the initial registration, annual renewal, and any updated registration, each 
beekeeper shall allow the Zoning Administrator the right to inspect any apiary and apiary site for 
the purpose of ensuring compliance with this Section.  

 

94.62 REQUIRED CONDITIONS.  

(A) Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which frames 
shall be kept in sound and usable condition.  

(B) Each colony on the apiary site shall be provided with a convenient source of 
water located on the apiary site. Every effort should be made to ensure that the water source is 
free of chemicals that are typically found in tap water, such as chlorine and fluoride.  

(C) Materials from a hive or colony which might encourage the presence of honey 
bees, such as wax comb, shall be promptly disposed of in a sealed container or placed within a 
building or other bee-proof enclosure.  

(D) For each colony permitted to be maintained under this Section, there may also be 
maintained upon the same apiary site, one nucleus colony in a hive structure not to exceed one 
standard 9 5/8 inch depth 10-frame hive body, with no supers.  

(E) Beekeeping equipment shall be maintained in good condition, including keeping 
the hives painted and free of peeling or flaking, if they have been painted, and securing unused 
equipment from weather, potential theft or vandalism, and occupancy by swarming honey bees. 

(F) Hives shall be continuously managed to provide adequate living space for their 
resident honey bees in order to prevent swarming.  

(G) In any instance in which a colony exhibits unusual aggressive behavior, it shall 
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be the duty of the beekeeper to promptly re-queen the colony. Whenever possible, queens shall 
be selected from European stock bred for gentleness and non-swarming characteristics.  

(H) Fruit trees and other flowering trees which are located on an apiary site shall not 
be sprayed, while in full bloom, with any substance which is injurious to honey bees.  

 

94.63 COLONY DENSITY.  

(A) Every lot within the City shall be limited to the following number of colonies based 
on the size of the lot:  

1. ½ acre or smaller = 2 colonies  

2. more than ½ acre to 1 acre = 4 colonies  

3. more than 1 acre to 5 acres = 8 colonies  

4. more than 5 acres = up to 2 colonies per acre 

(B)  If any person removes honey bees from locations where they are not desired, that 
person shall not be considered in violation of the restriction in this Subdivision 5, if the person 
temporarily houses the honey bees on the apiary site of a beekeeper registered under this 
Section for no more than thirty (30) days and remains at all times in compliance with the other 
provisions of this Section.  

 

94.64  COLONY LOCATION.  

(A)  Excluding lots that are zoned Agricultural and are ten (10) acres or more in size, no 
hive shall occupy any front yard. For the purposes of this Section, a corner lot shall be 
considered to have two (2) front yards.  

(B)  In no instance shall any part of a hive be located within ten (10) feet of any lot line.  

(C)  In no instance shall any part of a hive be located within ten (10) feet of any dwelling 
unit in any zoning district.  

(D)  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, in each instance where any part of a 
hive is kept within twenty-five (25) feet of a lot line of the apiary site, the beekeeper shall 
establish and maintain along said lot line screening consisting of a flyway barrier of at least six 
(6) feet in height.  

(1)  The flyway barrier may consist of a wall, fence, dense vegetation, or a 
combination thereof, such that honey bees will fly over rather than through the material to reach 
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the colony.  

(2)  If a flyway barrier of dense vegetation is used, the initial planting may be four (4) 
feet in height, so long as the vegetation reaches a height of six (6) feet or higher within two (2) 
years of installation.  

(3)  The flyway barrier must continue parallel to the lot line of the apiary site for ten 
(10) feet in both directions from the hive, or contain the hive or hives in an enclosure at least six 
(6) feet in height.  

(4)  A flyway barrier is not required if the hive is located on a rooftop or if the lot 
abutting the lot line of the apiary site where the flyway barrier would be required is:  

(a) undeveloped property, except that the sides of the lot abutting developed 
property or once the undeveloped property becomes developed shall comply with the flyaway 
barrier requirement; or  

(b) zoned Agricultural and is ten (10) acres or more in size.  

 

94.65 INSPECTION.  

(A)  Upon prior notice to the owner of the apiary site, the Zoning Administrator or their 
designee shall have the right to inspect any apiary for the purpose of ensuring compliance with 
this Section.  

(B)  It shall be deemed a violation of this Section for any person to resist, impede or 
hinder the Zoning Administrator or their designee in the performance of their duties in inspecting 
any apiary and apiary site.  

 

94.67 DENIAL, REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION.  

(A)  Beekeeping registrations under the provisions of this Section may be denied, 
revoked or suspended by the Zoning Administrator or designee after notice and the right to 
request a hearing, for any of the following causes:  

(1)  Fraud, misrepresentation or false statements on any application or registration 
form or during the course of the registered activity.  

(2)  The keeping of honey bees in an unlawful manner or a manner so as to 
constitute a breach of peace, or to constitute a menace to the health, safety, or general welfare 
of the public.  

(3)  Any violation of this Section.  
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(B)  Notice of the denial, revocation, or suspension, shall be in writing, specifically setting 
forth the grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension and the registrant’s right to request a 
hearing before the Council. Such notice shall be mailed to the registrant at the address listed on 
the application. A registrant may request a hearing by filing a written request for hearing 
addressed to the City Clerk within fifteen (15) days of the date of the notice. A hearing shall be 
held within thirty (30) days of the request. The City shall notify the registrant in writing of the 
time, date and location of the hearing at least five (5) days prior to the hearing. Within fifteen 
(15) days after the hearing the Council shall issue a written decision and that decision shall be 
final. A copy of the decision shall be mailed to the registrant. If the registrant fails to request a 
hearing within fifteen (15) days of the date of the notice, the denial, suspension, or revocation 
shall automatically be deemed final. A revocation or suspension of a registration shall not be 
effective until issuance of a decision by the Council 

 

94.68 APPEAL.  

(A)  A person may object to a registration at any time within thirty (30) days of approval 
of an initial or updated registration by addressing to the City a written request for a hearing 
before the City Council. The hearing shall be held within thirty (30) days of the request. The City 
shall notify in writing the person requesting the hearing and the person whose registration is 
objected to, date and location of the hearing at least five (5) days prior to the hearing. Within 
fifteen (15) days after the hearing the City Council shall issue a written decision and that 
decision shall be final. A copy of the decision shall be mailed to the person who requested the 
hearing and the person whose registration was objected to.  

25



 

 

10.05, Subd. 3 
(Rev. 2015) 

 
Subd. 3.  Animals in Transit.  It is unlawful for any person to transport animals unless they are 

(1) confined within a vehicle, cage or other means of conveyance, or, (2) farm animals being transported 
in a portion of the City zoned for agricultural purposes, or, (3) restrained by means of bridles, halters, 
ropes or other means of individual restraint. 
 

Subd. 4.  Treatment.  It is unlawful for any person to treat any animal as herein defined, or any 
other animal, in a cruel or inhumane manner. 
 

Subd. 5.  Housing.  It is unlawful for any person to keep any animal as herein defined, or any 
other animal, in any structure infested by rodents, vermin, flies or insects, or inadequate for protection 
against the elements. 

 
Subd. 6.  Trespasses.  It is unlawful for any person to herd, drive or ride any animal over and 

upon any grass, turf, boulevard, City park, cemetery, garden or lot without specific permission therefor 
from the owner.  (7-1-90) 

 
SEC. 10.06. KEEPING OF HONEYBEES 
 
 Subd. 1.  Definitions.  As used in this Section, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
  A.  “Apiary” means the assembly of one (1) or more colonies of honey bees on a single 
lot. 
 
  B.  “Apiary site” means the lot upon which an apiary is located. 
 
  C.  “Beekeeper” means a person who: (i) owns or has charge of one (1) or more colonies 
of honey bees; and/or (ii) who owns or controls a lot on which a colony is located whether or not the 
person is intentionally keeping honey bees. 
 
  D.  “Beekeeping equipment” means anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as 
hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors. 
 
  E.  “Colony” means an aggregate of honey bees consisting principally of workers, but 
having, when perfect, one (1) queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey. 
 
  F.  “Hive” means the receptacle inhabited by a colony. 
 
  G.  “Honey bee” means all life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera 
species. 
 
  H.  “Lot” means one unit of a recorded plat, subdivision or registered land survey, or a 
recorded parcel described by metes and bounds. 
 
  I.  “Nucleus colony” means a small quantity of honey bees with a queen housed in a 
smaller than usual hive box designed for a particular purpose, and containing no supers. 
 
 

(7-21-15) 
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10.06, Subd. 1.J. 
(Rev. 2015) 

 
  J.   “Person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, company, limited liability 
company, other entity, or unincorporated association. 
 
  K.  “Registrant” means any registered beekeeper and any person who has applied for 
approval of a beekeeping registration. 
 
  L.  “Rooftop” means the uppermost section of a primary or accessory structure of at least 
one full story and at least twelve (12) feet in height. Areas including but not limited to decks, patios and 
balconies shall not be considered a rooftop. 
 
  M.  “Swarming” means the process where a queen bee leaves a colony with a large group 
of worker bees. 
 
  N.  “Undeveloped property” means: (i) any lot that is not improved with a structure that 
has or is required to have a certificate of occupancy; and (ii) all streets and highways. 
 
  O.  “Unusual Aggressive Behavior” means any instance in which unusual aggressive 
characteristics such as stinging or attacking without provocation occurs. 
 
 Subd. 2.  Registration. 
 
  A.  No beekeeper shall keep honey bees in the City without a current registration from 
the Zoning Administrator. 
 
  B.  Each beekeeper shall apply for registration with the Zoning Administrator and receive 
approval of the registration prior to bringing any honey bees into the City. 
 
  C.  Beekeepers operating within the City prior to the effective date of this Section shall 
have 30 days from the date this Section goes into effect to apply for a registration with the Zoning 
Administrator. 
 
  D.  The application for registration shall be upon the form provided by the City. If a 
beekeeper relocates a hive or colony to a new apiary site the beekeeper shall apply for an updated 
registration, prior to the relocation, on the form provided by the City. All information required by the 
forms shall be answered fully and completely by the beekeeper. 
 
  E.  The City beekeeping registration shall be valid until December 31 of each calendar 
year and shall be renewed by the registrant prior to expiration each year by submitting a renewal form to 
the Zoning Administrator on the form provided by the City. A person no longer keeping honey bees in the 
City shall notify the Zoning Administrator within thirty (30) days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(7-21-15) 
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10.06, Subd. 2.F. 
(Rev. 2015) 

 
 

  F.  Upon the initial registration, annual renewal, and any updated registration, each 
beekeeper shall allow the Zoning Administrator the right to inspect any apiary and apiary site for the 
purpose of ensuring compliance with this Section. 
 
  G.  Upon receipt of an application for initial or updated registration the City shall send 
notice to all owners of lots within two-hundred (200) feet of any lot line of the apiary site(s) identified on 
the application no less than fourteen (14) days prior to a decision to approve or deny the registration. Any 
person may submit written comments regarding the application to the Zoning Administrator. Within thirty 
(30) days of an application the Zoning Administrator shall approve or deny the registration. 
 
 Subd. 3.  Required Conditions. 
 
  A.  Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which frames shall 
be kept in sound and usable condition. 
 
  B.  Each colony on the apiary site shall be provided with a convenient source of water 
located on the apiary site. Every effort should be made to ensure that the water source is free of chemicals 
that are typically found in tap water, such as chlorine and fluoride. 
 
  C.  Materials from a hive or colony which might encourage the presence of honey bees, 
such as wax comb, shall be promptly disposed of in a sealed container or placed within a building or other 
bee-proof enclosure. 
 
  D.  For each colony permitted to be maintained under this Section, there may also be 
maintained upon the same apiary site, one nucleus colony in a hive structure not to exceed one standard 9-
5/8 inch depth 10-frame hive body, with no supers. 
 
  E.  Beekeeping equipment shall be maintained in good condition, including keeping the 
hives painted if they have been painted but are peeling or flaking, and securing unused equipment from 
weather, potential theft or vandalism, and occupancy by swarming honey bees. 
 
  F.  Hives shall be continuously managed to provide adequate living space for their 
resident honey bees in order to prevent swarming. 
 
  G.  In any instance in which a colony exhibits unusual aggressive behavior, it shall be the 
duty of the beekeeper to promptly re-queen the colony. Whenever possible, queens shall be selected from 
European stock bred for gentleness and non-swarming characteristics. 
 
  H.  Fruit trees and other flowering trees which are located on an apiary site shall not be 
sprayed, while in full bloom, with any substance which is injurious to honey bees. 
 
 
 
 

(7-21-15) 
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10.06, Subd. 4 
(Rev. 2015) 

 
 Subd. 4.  Colony Location. 
 
  A.  Excluding lots that are zoned Agricultural and are ten (10) acres or more in size, no 
hive shall occupy any front yard. For the purposes of this Section, a corner lot shall be considered to have 
two (2) front yards. 
 
  B.  In no instance shall any part of a hive be located within ten (10) feet of any lot line. 
 
  C.  In no instance shall any part of a hive be located within ten (10) feet of any dwelling 
unit in any zoning district. 
 
  D.  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, in each instance where any part of a 
hive is kept within twenty-five (25) feet of a lot line of the apiary site, the beekeeper shall establish and 
maintain along said lot line screening consisting of a flyway barrier of at least six (6) feet in height. 
 
 1.  The flyway barrier may consist of a wall, fence, dense vegetation, or a combination 
thereof, such that honey bees will fly over rather than through the material to reach the colony. 
 
 2.  If a flyway barrier of dense vegetation is used, the initial planting may be four (4) 
feet in height, so long as the vegetation reaches a height of six (6) feet or higher within two (2) years of 
installation. 
 
 3.  The flyway barrier must continue parallel to the lot line of the apiary site for ten 
(10) feet in both directions from the hive, or contain the hive or hives in an enclosure at least six (6) feet 
in height. 
 
 4.  A flyway barrier is not required if the hive is located on a rooftop or if the lot 
abutting the lot line of the apiary site where the flyway barrier would be required is: 
    
   (a) undeveloped property, except that the sides of the lot abutting developed 
property shall comply with the flyaway barrier requirement; or 
 
   (b) zoned Agricultural and is  ten (10) acres or more in size. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(7-21-15) 
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10.06, Subd. 5 
(Rev. 2015) 

 
 

 Subd. 5.  Colony Density. 
 
  A.  Every lot within the City shall be limited to the following number of colonies based 
on the size of the lot: 
 
 1.  ½ acre or smaller = 2 colonies 
 
 2.  more than ½ acre to 1 acre = 4 colonies 
 
 3.  more than 1 acre to 5 acres = 8 colonies 
 
 4.  more than 5 acres = up to 2 colonies per acre 
 
  B.  If any person removes honey bees from locations where they are not desired, that 
person shall not be considered in violation of the restriction in this Subdivision 5, if the person 
temporarily houses the honey bees on the apiary site of a beekeeper registered under this Section for no 
more than thirty (30) days and remains at all times in compliance with the other provisions of this 
Section. 
 
 Subd. 6.  Inspection. 
 
  A.  Upon prior notice to the owner of the apiary site, the Zoning Administrator or their 
designee shall have the right to inspect any apiary for the purpose of ensuring compliance with this 
Section. 
 
  B.  It shall be deemed a violation of this Section for any person to resist, impede or hinder 
the Zoning Administrator or their designee in the performance of their duties in inspecting any apiary and 
apiary site. 
 
 Subd. 7.  Denial, Revocation or Suspension. 
 
  A.  Beekeeping registrations under the provisions of this Section may be denied, revoked 
or suspended by the Zoning Administrator or designee after notice and the right to request a hearing, for 
any of the following causes: 
 
 1.  Fraud, misrepresentation or false statements on any application or registration 
form or during the course of the registered activity. 
 
 2.  The keeping of honey bees in an unlawful manner or a manner so as to constitute 
a breach of peace, or to constitute a menace to the health, safety, or general welfare of the public. 
 
 3.  Any violation of this Section. 
 
 
 

(7-21-15) 
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10.06, Subd. 7.B. 
(Rev. 2015) 

 
 

  B.  Notice of the denial, revocation, or suspension, shall be in writing, specifically setting 
forth the grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension and the registrant’s right to request a hearing 
before the Planning and Zoning Commission. Such notice shall be mailed to the registrant at the address 
listed on the application. A registrant may request a hearing by filing a written request for hearing 
addressed to the City Clerk within fifteen (15) days of the date of the notice. A hearing shall be held 
within thirty (30) days of the request. The City shall notify the registrant in writing of the time, date and 
location of the hearing at least five (5) days prior to the hearing. Within fifteen (15) days after the hearing 
the Planning and Zoning Commission shall issue a written decision and that decision shall be final. A 
copy of the decision shall be mailed to the registrant. If the registrant fails to request a hearing within 
fifteen (15) days of the date of the notice, the denial, suspension, or revocation shall automatically be 
deemed final. A revocation or suspension of a registration shall not be effective until issuance of a 
decision by the Planning and Zoning Commission. No appeal is allowed to the City Council. 
 
 Subd. 8.  Appeal. 
 
  A.  A person may object to a registration at any time within thirty (30) days of approval 
of an initial or updated registration by addressing to the City Clerk a written request for a hearing before 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. The hearing shall be held within thirty (30) days of the request. 
The City shall notify in writing the person requesting the hearing and the person whose registration is 
objected to, date and location of the hearing at least five (5) days prior to the hearing. Within fifteen (15) 
days after the hearing the Planning and Zoning Commission shall issue a written decision and that 
decision shall be final. A copy of the decision shall be mailed to the person who requested the hearing and 
the person whose registration was objected to. No appeal is allowed to the City Council. 
 
(Section 10.06 Added, Ord. 131 Second Series, 7-21-15) 

 
(Sections 10.07 through 10.19, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(7-21-15) 
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10.48, Subd.4 
(Rev. 2015) 

 
 
Subd. 4  Exceptions 
 

A.  A designated predatory offender residing within a prohibited area as described in 
subdivision 3 does not commit a violation of this Section if any of the following apply: 

 
 1.  The person established the permanent residence or temporary residence and 

reported and registered the residence pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Sections 243.166 and 243.167 or a 
successor statute, prior to June 1, 2015; 

 
 2.  The person was a minor when they committed the offense and they were 

convicted as an adult; 
 
 3.  The person is a minor; 
 
 4.  The school, licensed child care center, or public playground within 2,000 feet of 

the person’s permanent residence was opened after the person established the permanent residence or 
temporary residence and reported and registered the residence pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Sections 
243.166 and 243.167, or a successor statute;  

 
 5.  The residence is also the primary residence of the person’s parents, grandparents, 

siblings, or spouse; or 
 

 6.  The residence is a property purchased, leased, or contracted with and licensed by 
the Minnesota department of corrections prior to June 1, 2015. 
 
(Section 10.48 Added, Ord. No. 130 Second Series, 5-19-15) 
 

(Sections 10.49 through 10.98, inclusive, reserved for future expansion.) 
 
 
SEC. 10.99.  VIOLATION A MISDEMEANOR.  Every person violates a section, subdivision, 
paragraph or provision of this Chapter when they perform an act thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, 
or fail to act when such failure is thereby prohibited or declared unlawful, or perform an act prohibited or 
declared unlawful or fail to act when such failure is prohibited or declared unlawful by a Code adopted by 
reference by this Chapter, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as for a misdemeanor except as 
otherwise stated in specific provisions hereof.  (7-1-90) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(5-19-15) 
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coyote or wolf. 
e.  Any snake of the family Viperidae (i.e., 

rattlesnake, cobra), or any snake of the family Boidae 
(i.e., boa constrictor, python).  

f.  Any carnivorous reptile (i.e, alligator, crocodile, 
gila monster). 
g.  Any poisonous or stinging insect (i.e., scorpion). 
h.  Any skunk, whether captured in the wild, 

domestically raised, descented or not descented, 
vaccinated against rabies or not vaccinated against 
rabies. 

i.  Any raccoon, opossum, porcupine or badger. 
j.  Any bear.  

 
3. Other animals. Any other animal which by its size, 
vicious nature or other characteristics which are inherently 
dangerous to human beings; any other animal which is commonly 
considered wild and not domesticated; or that because of its 
odors, cries or similar characteristics is not compatible 
with urban living. 
 
4. Any animal, including dogs known as Canis lupus 
familaris, that meets the definition of a dangerous animal 
contained in this chapter and is not otherwise permitted by 
this chapter. 

 
B. Licensing Honey Bees.  Notwithstanding other provisions of 
this chapter, a person may keep honey bee colonies on any 
premises after first obtaining a license as provided in this 
subsection. No license shall be issued except in compliance with 
this section. 
   
 1.   Lot size shall be a minimum of one-half acre, 
 2.   No more than two honey bee colonies shall be allowed, 
 3.   Hives shall be setback from property lines a minimum 

of 25 feet, 
 4.   Applicant must document at least 16 hours of training 

in beekeeping, and 
 5.   The colony shall be maintained in good order and not 

be a nuisance to any member of the public. 

C.  Compliance with section. Anyone keeping or maintaining any 
animal prohibited by this chapter as of January 1, 2012, has 30 
days in which to comply with the provisions of this section. 
Extensions beyond 30 days may be granted by the city council in 
its sole discretion for animals that have been previously permitted 
by the city.  
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 Animals 37 

 

 

(5) Purchase a ticket of admission or otherwise gain admission to the activity of cockfighting, 

dogfighting, or violent pitting of one pet or companion animal against another of the same or a different 

kind. 

 

 

' 91.19  FEEDING STRAY CATS AND DOGS. 

 

(A) Definitions. 

 

(1) FEED or FEEDING means the placing of dog or cat food, or similar food products or 

consumable materials attractive to dogs and cats, which may result in dogs and cats congregating thereon 

on a regular basis, placed on the ground, in an obviously intended feeder, or in a feeder at a height 

accessible to cats and dogs. 

 

(2) STRAY means an unlicensed domestic or feral dog or cat running at large and 

unaccompanied or controlled by an owner. 

 

(B) Policy and purpose. High populations of stray dogs and cats pose a hazard to human health and 

safety, as such animals provide a fruitful breeding ground for infectious disease, including but not limited 

to rabies and distemper, and may otherwise bite or attack humans and domestic animals. In addition, food 

provided for stray animals is often attractive to wild animals such as raccoons and rodents and may create 

nuisance conditions such as a rat harborage or other wild animal infestation. 

 

(C) No person shall feed or allow the feeding of any stray cat or dog within the city. 

 

(D) Exceptions. Veterinarians and persons who, acting within the scope of their employment with 

any governmental entity non-profit, or humane society has custody of or manages stray dogs and cats are 

not subject to the prohibitions of this section. 

 

 

' 91.20   BEES. 

 

(A)  Definitions. As used in this article, the following words and terms shall have the meanings 

ascribed in this section unless the context of their usage indicates another usage. 

 

  (1) Apiary means the assembly of one or more colonies of bees at a single location. 

 

  (2) Beekeeper means a person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees. 

 

  (3) Beekeeping equipment means anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive 

bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors. 

 

  (4) Colony means an aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when 

perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey. 

 

  (5) Hive means the receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that purpose. 

 

  (6) Honey bee means all life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera species. 
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(7) Lot means a contiguous parcel of land under common ownership. 

 

(8)  Nucleus colony means a small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller than 

usual hive box designed for a particular purpose. 

 

  (9) Undeveloped property means any idle land that is not improved or actually in the process 

of being improved with residential, commercial, industrial, church, park, school or governmental 

facilities or other structures or improvements intended for human occupancy and the grounds maintained 

in associations therewith. The term shall be deemed to include property developed exclusively as a street 

or highway or property used for commercial agricultural purposes. 

 

 (B) Purpose of Ordinance. 

 

  (1) The purpose of this ordinance is to establish certain requirements for beekeeping within the 

City, to avoid issues which might otherwise be associated with beekeeping in populated areas. 

 

  (2) Compliance with this ordinance shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging that a given 

colony constitutes a nuisance, but such compliance may be offered as evidence of the beekeeper’s efforts 

to abate any proven nuisance. 

  

  (3) Compliance with this ordinance shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging that a given 

colony violates applicable ordinances regarding public health, but such compliance may be offered as 

evidence of the beekeeper’s compliance with acceptable standards of practice among hobby beekeepers 

in the State of Minnesota. 

 

(B) Standards of Practice.  

    

   (1) Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which 

shall be kept in sound and usable condition. 

 

   (2) Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available 

to the colony so long as colonies remain active outside of the hive.   

 

   (3) Each beekeeper shall ensure that no wax comb or other material that might 

encourage robbing by other bees are left upon the grounds of the apiary lot. Such materials once removed 

from the site shall be handled and stored in sealed containers, or placed within a building or other 

insectproof container. 

 

   (4) For each colony permitted to be maintained under this ordinance, there 

may also be maintained upon the same apiary lot, one nucleus colony in a hive structure not to exceed 

one standard 9-5/8 inch depth 10-frame hive body with no supers. 

    

   (5) Each beekeeper shall maintain his beekeeping equipment in good condition, including 

keeping the hives painted if they have been painted but are peeling or flaking, and securing unused 

equipment from weather, potential theft or vandalism and occupancy by swarms. It shall not be a 

defense to this ordinance that a beekeeper’s unused equipment attracted a swarm and that the beekeeper 

is not intentionally keeping bees.  

 

 (C) Colony Density. 

 

   (1) Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance, in each instance where a colony is kept 

less than 25 feet from a property line of the lot upon which the apiary is located, as measured from the 
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nearest point on the hive to the property line, the beekeeper shall establish and maintain a flyway barrier 

at least 6 feet in height. The flyway barrier may consist of a wall, fence, dense vegetation or a 

combination there of, such that bees will fly over rather than through the material to reach the colony. If 

a flyway barrier of dense vegetation is used, the initial planting may be 4 feet in height, so long as the 

vegetation normally reaches 6 feet in height or higher. The flyway barrier must continue parallel to the 

apiary lot line for 10 feet in either direction from the hive, or contain the hive or hives in an enclosure 

at least 6 feet in height. A flyway barrier is not required if the property adjoining the apiary lot line (1) is 

undeveloped, or (2) is zoned agricultural, industrial or is outside of the City limits, or (3) is a wildlife 

management area or naturalistic park land with no horse or foot trails located within 25 feet of the apiary 

lot line.  

 

   (2) No person is permitted to keep more than the following numbers of colonies on any lot 

within the City, based upon the size or configuration of the apiary lot: 

      1. One half acre or smaller lot 2 colonies 

      2. Larger than 1/2 acre but smaller than 3/4 acre lot 4 colonies 

      3. Larger than 3/4 acre lot but smaller than 1 acre lot 6 colonies 

      4. One acre but smaller than 5 acres 8 colonies 

      5. Larger than 5 acres no restriction 

 

   (3) Regardless of lot size, so long as all lots within a radius of at least 200 feet from any 

hive, measured from any point on the front of the hive, remain undeveloped, there shall be no limit to the 

number of colonies. No grandfathering rights shall accrue under this subsection. 

 

   (4) If the beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of honey bees 

from locations where they are not desired, the beekeeper shall not be considered in violation the portion 

of this ordinance limiting the number of colonies if he temporarily houses the swarm on the apiary lot in 

compliance with the standards of practice set out in this ordinance for no more than 30 days from the date 

acquired. 

 

 (D) Inspection. A designated City official shall have the right to inspect any apiary for the purpose of 

ensuring compliance with this ordinance between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. once annually upon prior notice to 

the owner of the apiary property, and more often upon complaint without prior notice. 

 

 (E) Presumed Colony/Hive Value. For the purpose of enforcing City ordinances against destruction 

of property, each colony/hive shall be presumed to have a value of $275. 

 

 (F) Compliance. 

 

   (1) Upon receipt of credible information that any colony located within the City is not being 

kept in compliance with this ordinance, the designated City official shall cause an investigation to be 

conducted. If the investigation shows that a violation may exist and will continue, the designated City 

official] shall cause a written notice of hearing to be issued to the beekeeper, which notice shall set forth: 

1. The date, the time and the place that the hearing will be held, which 

date shall be not less than 30 days’ from the date of the notice; 

2. The violation alleged; 

3. That the beekeeper may appear in person or through counsel, present 

evidence, cross examine witnesses and request a court reporter, and 

4. That if the designated City official finds that they have been kept in 

violation of this ordinance, and if the violation is not remediated 

within the time allowed, the bees may be ordered removed and/or 

destroyed. 

Notices shall be given by certified US Mail return receipt requested or personal delivery. However, if the 
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beekeeper cannot be located, then notice may be given by publication in a legal newspaper for the county 

in which the apiary property is located, at least seven days before the hearing. 

    

   (2) The hearing shall be conducted by the designated City official. The burden shall be on 

the City to demonstrate by a preponderance of evidence that the colony or colonies have been kept in 

violation of this ordinance. If the designated City official finds a violation, then he/she may order 

that the bees be removed from the City or such other action as may address the violation, and that the 

apiary lot be disqualified for permitting under this ordinance for a period of 2 years from the date of the 

order, the apiary lot ownership changes, in which case the prohibition shall terminate. If the order has not 

been complied with within 20 days of the order, the City may remove or destroy the bees and charge the 

beekeeper with the cost thereof. Upon destruction of bees by the City, all equipment shall be returned by 

the City to the beekeeper, with expenses of transportation to be paid by the beekeeper. The City’s 

destruction of the bees shall be by a method that will not damage or contaminate the equipment, include 

wax foundation. 

 

   (3) The decision of the hearing officer may be appealed by the beekeeper as provided in the 

City’s rules and procedures. If no provision for appeal exists, then the beekeeper may file a notice of 

appeal with the City secretary within 15 days of the date the order is placed in US Mail to the beekeeper, 

or 10 days if the decision is announced at the hearing by the designated City official. An appeal shall not 

stay the designated City official’s decision, and the beekeeper shall be required to comply with such 

order pending the outcome of the appeal. 

 

   (4) No hearing and no order shall be required for the destruction of honey bees not residing 

in a hive structure that is intended for beekeeping.  

 

 (F) Savings Clause. In the event any part of this ordinance or its application to any person or 

property is held to be unenforceable for any reason, the unenforceability thereof will not affect the 

enforceability and application of the remainder of this ordinance, which will remain in full force and 

effect. 

 

' 91.99   PENALTY. 

 

(A) Separate offenses.  Each day a violation of this chapter is committed or permitted to continue 

shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable under this section.  

 

(B) Misdemeanor.  Unless otherwise provided, violation of this chapter shall constitute a 

misdemeanor punishable as provided in ' 10.99. 

 

(C) Petty misdemeanor.  Violations of '' 91.02, 91.07, 91.13 and 91.14 are petty misdemeanors 

punishable as provided in ' 10.99. 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Supp. 

 

38 Minnesota Basic Code of Ordinances - General Regulations 
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KEEPING OF BEES
§ 95.125  DEFINITIONS.

   For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different
meaning.

   APIARY.  The assembly of1 or more colonies of bees at a single location.

   BEEKEEPER.  A person who owns or has charge of 1 or more colonies of bees.

   BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT.  Anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom
boards and extractors.

   COLONY.  An aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when perfect, 1 queen and at times drones, brood,
combs, and honey.

   HIVE.  The receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that  purpose.

   HONEY BEE.  All life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera (African subspecies and Africanized hybrids are not
allowed).

   LOT.  A contiguous parcel of land under common ownership.

(Ord. 08-100, passed 2-18-2014)

§ 95.126  PURPOSE.

   The purpose of this subchapter is to establish certain requirements for beekeeping within the city, to avoid issues that might otherwise
be associated with beekeeping in populated areas.

   (A)   Compliance with this subchapter shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging that a given colony constitutes a nuisance, but
such compliance may be offered as evidence of the beekeeper’s efforts to abate any previous nuisance.

   (B)   Compliance with this section shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging that a given colony violates applicable ordinances
regarding public health, but such compliance may be offered as evidence of the beekeeper’s compliance with acceptable standards of
practice among hobby beekeepers in the State of Minnesota.

(Ord. 08-100, passed 2-18-2014)

§ 95.127  STANDARDS OF PRACTICE.

   These standards of practice apply only to lots smaller than 5 acres.

   (A)   Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which must be kept in sound and usable conditions.

   (B)   Each beekeeper must ensure that a convenient source of water is available within10 feet of each colony at all times that the
colonies remain active outside the hive.

   (C)   Each beekeeper must ensure that no wax comb or other material that might encourage robbing by other bees that are left upon the
grounds of the apiary lot. Such materials once removed from the site shall be handled and stored in sealed containers, or placed within a
building or other vermin-proof container.

   (D)   Each beekeeper shall maintain his or her beekeeping equipment in good condition, including keeping the hived painted if they
have been painted but are peeling or flaking, and securing unused equipment from weather, potential theft or vandalism and occupancy
by swarms.

   (E)   Honey bee colonies may only be kept on lots three-quarters of an acre or larger.

   (F)   Each beekeeper is allowed to make in person sales of honey from the beekeeper’s residence as long as the following standards are
met:

      (1)   The beekeeper must live on the apiary lot;

      (2)   All honey sold in person on the residential premise must be produced by the beekeeper’s hives that are located on the subject
residential premise;

      (3)   No products may be sold in person at the residence except honey and honey related products produced from hives on the
premise;

      (4)   No outside storage or display of products or merchandise;

      (5)   No traffic that is greater than the residential level of the neighborhood;

      (6)   No separate business entrance;

      (7)   All signage must comply with city sign regulations;

      (8)   Not more than 15% of the total gross floor area of the residence or 200 square feet, whichever is less is devoted to making,
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storing, and selling honey;

      (9)   No activity or equipment may be used that creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odor, or electric or television interference is
permitted if it is detectable by adjacent neighbors; and

      (10)   No nonresident employees are permitted.

(Ord. 08-100, passed 2-18-2014)  Penalty, see § 95.999

§ 95.128  COLONY DENSITY.

   (A)   No person is permitted to keep more than the following numbers of colonies on any lot within the city, based upon the size of the
apiary lot:

      (1)   Lots three-quarters of 1 acre or larger but smaller than 2 and 1/2 acres: 4 colonies;

      (2)   Two and one-half acre lot or larger but smaller than 5 acres: 6 colonies;

      (3)   Five acres or larger: no restriction.

   (B)   Colonies must be setback 25 feet from the property line of an adjacent occupied residential lot.

(Ord. 08-100, passed 2-18-2014)  Penalty, see § 95.999

§ 95.129  PERMIT REQUIRED.

   (A)   No beekeeping may occur on properties of less than 5 acres unless the city issues a permit to the beekeeper on that specific
property. The permit will be valid for 2 growing seasons.

   (B)   A beekeeping permit will only be issued if:

      (1)   The permit application documents the satisfaction of all applicable items found in §§ 95.125 through 95.130 of the City Code;
and

      (2)   Notices have been mailed to all homes within 150 feet of the applicant’s property lines.

         (a)   If there are objections received within 10 days of mailing the notices, then the permit application must be considered by the
City Council.

         (b)   If there are no objections received within 10 days of mailing the notices, then the permit application will be processed by city
staff. It will not be referred to the City Council for consideration.

   (C)   Permits are non-transferable and do not run with the land.

   (D)   A permit constitutes a limited license granted to the beekeeper by the city and in no way creates a vested zoning right.

   (E)   By signing the permit, the beekeeper acknowledges that he or she shall defend and indemnify the city against any and all claims
arising out of keeping the bees on the premises.

   (F)   Beekeeping permit fees shall be as established by the city council.

   (G)   All standards of practice and colony density standards must be met in order to issue a permit.

   (H)   If the standards of practice are not maintained subsequent to issuance of a beekeeping permit, the permit may be revoked by the
city.

   (I)   Beekeeping training is required for the beekeeper prior to issuance of an initial beekeeping permit by the city.

      (1)   Either provide a certificate of completion from a honeybee keeping course from the University of Minnesota or from Century
College;

      (2)   Request consideration for having completed a comparable course from another institution or instructor;

      (3)   Request consideration for substituting equivalent experience for the honeybee keeping course; or

      (4)   Provide a letter from a current beekeeping instructor at the University of Minnesota, Century College, or other educational
institution offering similar beekeeping courses that states that the permit applicant has gained through other means a substantially similar
knowledge base to one that could be gained through appropriate beekeeping courses at the University of Minnesota or Century College.

   (J)   Any beekeeper wishing to make in person sales of honey from their home according to the standards of practice section must so
indicate on the annual permit.

(Ord. 08-100, passed 2-18-2014)  Penalty, see § 95.999

§ 95.130  APPLICATION.

   Any person desiring a permit required under the provisions of this article shall make written application to the city clerk upon a form
prescribed by and containing such information as required by the city. Among other things, the application shall contain the following
information:
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   (A)   A description of the real property upon which it is desired to keep the bees.

   (B)   A site plan of the property showing the location and size of the proposed apiary, the number of hives, setbacks from apiary to
property lines and surrounding buildings (including houses and buildings on adjacent lots), and the location, type, and height of any
related flyways.

   (C)   Statements that the applicant will at all times keep the bees in accordance with all of the conditions prescribed by the officer, or
modification thereof, and that failure to obey such conditions will constitute a violation of the provisions of this article and grounds for
cancellation of the permit.

   (D)   Such other and further information as may be required by the officer.

(Ord. 08-100, passed 2-18-2014)

§ 95.999  PENALTY.

   Any person who shall violate the provisions of §§ 95.125 through 95.130 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction, shall
be penalized in accordance with § 10.99.

(Ord. 08-100, passed 2-18-2014)
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Sec. 10-11. - Limited keeping of honeybees.

Intent and purpose. It is the intent and purpose of this section to set standards for the

limited keeping of honeybees in urban settings as a non-commercial hobby independent of

the requirements found in section 10-5.

Definitions.

Beekeeping equipment means anything used in the operation of keeping honeybees,

such as hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.

Colony means an aggregate of honeybees consisting principally of workers, but having,

when perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey.

Hive means the receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that purpose.

Honeybee means all life stages of the common domestic honeybee, Apis mellifera

species of European origin.

Nucleus colony means a small quantity of honeybees with a queen housed in a smaller

than usual hive box designed for a particular purpose.

Conditions. The limited keeping of honeybees may be permitted as an accessory use to a

single family residence subject to the following:

The property shall be occupied with a single-family home. The owner of the honeybees

shall live in the dwelling on the property. The property owner shall be in receipt of a

license as required by this Ordinance.

Honeybees shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which shall be kept in sound

and usable condition.

A convenient source of water shall be available to the colony prior to and so long as

colonies remain active outside of the hive.

No wax comb or other material that might encourage robbing by other bees shall be left

upon the property. Such materials once removed from the site shall be handled and

stored in sealed containers, or placed within a building or other insect-proof container.

For each colony, there may also be maintained upon the same lot, one nucleus colony

in a hive structure not to exceed one standard nine and five-eighths inch depth ten-

frame hive body with no supers.

Beekeeping equipment shall be maintained in good condition including keeping the

hives painted and securing unused equipment from weather, potential theft or

vandalism and occupancy by swarms. It shall be a violation of this section for any

unused equipment to attract a swarm, even if the property owner is not intentionally

keeping honeybees.

All hives shall be enclosed with a latching fence.

Hives shall be located not less than 10 feet from the property line and located only in
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(9)

(d)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(e)

(1)

(2)

(f)

(g)

the rear yard. In each instance where a colony is kept less than 25 feet from a property

line of the lot upon which the apiary is located, as measured from the nearest point on

the hive to the property line, and any entrances to the hive faces the property line,

there shall be established and maintained a flyway barrier at least six feet in height. The

flyway barrier may consist of a wall, fence, dense vegetation or a combination thereof,

such that honeybees will fly over rather than through the material to reach the colony. If

a flyway barrier of dense vegetation is used, the initial planting may be four feet in

height, so long as the vegetation normally reaches six feet in height or higher. The

flyway barrier must continue parallel to the apiary lot line for ten feet in either direction

from the hive. All other sides of the area encompassing the colonies shall consist of

fencing, a wall, dense vegetation or combination thereof at least four-feet tall. The area

encompassing the colonies need not entail the entire property.

No more than two colonies shall be permitted per property.

License required. A license is required for any person seeking to keep honeybees as allowed

by this section. Any applicant shall complete an application form provided by the city. Any

amendment to an existing license shall constitute a new application and fee. The application

shall include, but not limited to the following information:

Site plan showing the location and size of the premises and the location, size and type

of all structures, colonies, hives, flyaway barriers, fences, storage containers, and any

other item related to the beekeeping operation.

An agreement by the applicant that the premises may be inspected by the city at all

reasonable times to ensure compliance with all applicable conditions.

Applicant must document 16 hours of beekeeping training in the form of a certificate

from the University of Minnesota. Other similar training may be substituted if found to

be acceptable by the city administrator.

Duration of license and fee.

Each license issued hereunder shall expire on December 31 in the year of issuance

unless sooner revoked. A license shall be renewed annually to continue the limited

keeping of honeybees.

The annual fee for a license shall be in such amount as set forth in chapter 42, which

shall be paid at the time of the making of the application.

Public notification. Upon issuance of the first license, the applicant shall supply mailing labels

for all properties within 150 feet of the property on which the honeybees are proposed to be

kept. An informational notice shall be sent to the property owners within 150 feet at the

applicant's expense.

Right of entry for inspections. The animal control officer or city administrator's designee may

enter and inspect any property licensed for the keeping of honeybees at any reasonable time
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(h)

for the purpose of investigating an actual or suspected violation to ascertain compliance or

non-compliance with this section.

Violation and penalties. When a violation is found to have occurred, the officer or agent of

the city shall give written notice thereof to the owner. If said violation is not remedied within

ten days, the city may issue a citation to appear in district court to answer the charges stated

thereon. Any owner found violating any of the provisions of this section shall upon conviction

be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine. Any conviction shall result in the revocation

of the permit by the city council.

(Ord. No. 694, § 2, 4-1-13)
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