
1. Call to Order

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call

4. Explain the Rules of Procedure

5. Take appropriate action to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of October 15, 2024,
Planning and Zoning meeting.

6. VARIANCES

6.A Take appropriate action on the following application: 3391 Ogea Road in Ward Three -
variance to allow two (2) dwellings on one lot with less than required public road frontage
(required 250 feet; requesting 218.5 feet) and with less than required lot square footage
(required 32,000 square feet; requesting 11,671.5 square feet). Applicant: Gibson Smith, et
ux (VAR-1024-0254) (District 8, Ms. Eason)
 
Because the development is consistent with the character of the area, the staff recommends
that the request be granted with the following conditions: 1) that the development adhere to
the site plan on file with the Division of Planning and Development, provided that the
Director, or designee, may authorize adjustments to the site plan in light of technical or
engineering considerations discovered during development; 2) that permitting is subject to
sewer approval from the Louisiana Department of Health and Sanitation Department.

7. EXCEPTIONS

7.A Take appropriate action on the following application: 2300 Block of Paul Bellon Road, 3000
Block of Goss Road, 4000 Block of John Koonce Road, 2000 Block of Birdnest Road,
3000 Block of Topsy Road and 4261 Topsy Road in Ward One - exception to allow
industrial development (solar energy facility). Applicant: American Sulphur and Oil
Company of Louisiana, LLC, et al (EX-0724-0205) (District 1, Mr. Quinn)
 
Because minimal impacts are to be expected, the staff recommends that the request be
granted with the following conditions: 1) that the development adhere to the site plan on file
with the Division of Planning and Development, provided that the Director, or designee, may
authorize adjustments to the site plan in light of technical or engineering considerations
discovered during development; and 2) that the development must adhere to the Solar Energy
Facilities regulations as per Section 26-99 of the Parish Code of Ordinances.
 
AGENDA NOTE:  On August 20, 2024, the Planning and Zoning Board deferred action on
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this matter.

8. REZONING

8.A Take appropriate action on the following application: 3244 Highway 171 North in Ward
One - to rezone from Agricultural (A-1) to Central Business Commercial (C-3) to allow
commercial development (office and storage).  (RZ-0924-0281) (District 1, Mr. Quinn)
 
Because the development is consistent with the character of the area, the staff recommends
that the request be granted with the following conditions: 1. that the development adhere to
the site plan on file with the Division of Planning and Development, provided that the
Director, or designee, may authorize adjustments to the site plan in light of technical or
engineering considerations discovered during development; 2. that a Runoff Management
Plan (RMP) will be required unless appropriate waiver is granted by the Division of
Engineering. 3. that all exterior lighting must be oriented inward toward the development and
the light source cannot be visible to the adjacent properties; 4. that outdoor storage is
prohibited; and 5. that the development must adhere to the Corridor Overlay District
regulations as per Division 5 of the Parish Code of Ordinances.

9. The next item on the agenda is to advise that the next regularly scheduled Planning and Zoning
meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 17, 2024.

10. ADJOURNMENT
 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
anyone in need of special assistance to attend this meeting should contact

Stephanie Newcomb, Designated Board Secretary, at 337-721-3600.
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 6.A

 

Item Cover Page
 

  

AGENDA SECTION: VARIANCES

SUBJECT: Take appropriate action on the following application: 3391 Ogea
Road in Ward Three - variance to allow two (2) dwellings on one
lot with less than required public road frontage (required 250 feet;
requesting 218.5 feet) and with less than required lot square footage
(required 32,000 square feet; requesting 11,671.5 square feet).
Applicant: Gibson Smith, et ux (VAR-1024-0254) (District 8, Ms.
Eason)
 
Because the development is consistent with the character of the area,
the staff recommends that the request be granted with the following
conditions: 1) that the development adhere to the site plan on file
with the Division of Planning and Development, provided that the
Director, or designee, may authorize adjustments to the site plan in
light of technical or engineering considerations discovered during
development; 2) that permitting is subject to sewer approval from the
Louisiana Department of Health and Sanitation Department.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

 

  

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
Packet - Gibson Smith VAR-1024-0254.pdf

CPPJ Planning and Zoning Board – November 19, 2024 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.A

 

Item Cover Page
 

  

AGENDA SECTION: EXCEPTIONS

SUBJECT: Take appropriate action on the following application: 2300 Block of
Paul Bellon Road, 3000 Block of Goss Road, 4000 Block of John
Koonce Road, 2000 Block of Birdnest Road, 3000 Block of Topsy
Road and 4261 Topsy Road in Ward One - exception to allow
industrial development (solar energy facility). Applicant: American
Sulphur and Oil Company of Louisiana, LLC, et al (EX-0724-0205)
(District 1, Mr. Quinn)
 
Because minimal impacts are to be expected, the staff recommends
that the request be granted with the following conditions: 1) that the
development adhere to the site plan on file with the Division of
Planning and Development, provided that the Director, or designee,
may authorize adjustments to the site plan in light of technical or
engineering considerations discovered during development; and 2)
that the development must adhere to the Solar Energy Facilities
regulations as per Section 26-99 of the Parish Code of Ordinances.
 
AGENDA NOTE:  On August 20, 2024, the Planning and Zoning
Board deferred action on this matter.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

 

  

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
Packet - American Sulphur - EX-0724-0205 11.5.24.pdf
Opposition emails from 8.20.24 hearing - American Sulphur.pdf
HC Drew Estate - ltr in support of America Sulphur 10.25.24.pdf

CPPJ Planning and Zoning Board – November 19, 2024 
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Email of Opposition

From: TRINA PLAISANCE <tmplaisance@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 7:30 PM
To: PLANNING <planning@calcasieu.gov>
Subject: Solar panelfarm Gillis/topsy area

I would like to oppose item 8 on the agenda for August 20th We as a community have concerns
about the solar farm project. We do not think this project is a good fit for this area.
There are to many residents that will be affected by this. Thank you for your helpl
Trina Plaisance

"l can do all things through Christ which strengthens me" Phillipians 4:13
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From: tcroxdale@aol.com <tcroxdale@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 7:OO AM
To: Administration <administration@calcasieu.gov>
Subject: Proposed Solar Farm in Moss Bluff

,
I Vou don't often Bet email from tcroxdale@aol.com. Learn whv this is imoortant

My name is Tim Croxdale, and I live NE of Moss Bluff. I have lived at my current address, 2g33 Cardinal
Lane, Lake Charles' La. 70611 for forty four (44) years. lt is a very p"r"etrl rural area that is experiencing
tremendous growth in population. I hunt in the surrounding area of my home and have been retired for
over 3 years.

l9r1 sure you are getting inundated with folks from Moss BIuff concerning the proposed solar farm in Moss
Bluff. I would like to explain my stance on this issue and the reasons for t-hat stance.

This new solar farm will be directly across from my house and will be surrounded by acres and acres of
solar panels. As you may have discovered in your research, solar panels have some positive benefits,
providing electricity from these solar panels, but the negative benehts far outweigh any positive benefits.
Listed below are some of those negative benefrts for my local community, '

Decreased property values, which means my estate will lose value from this nearly 3,600 acres of
solar panels, which is only one of four proposed solar farms in the Moss Bluff area.

Health Risks - According to the World Health Organization (WHO), those who live near a sotar farm
could experience Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity, resulting in headaches, fatigue, skin rashes,
sleep disturbances, dizziness, nausea and increased risk oi Cancer.

Land Use/Environmental lmpact - The proposed solar farm will decimate the surrounding
landscape and affect wildlife habitat. The solar farm could produce hazardous water runoff to local
ditches and potentially contaminate these ditches. Temperatures around solar farms can be 5 - g
degrees F higher due to the footprint of these reflective panels. Construction of solar panels include
cadmium a know carcinogen, as well as possible lead/ sulfuric acid batteries or lithium batteries.

1

2

3

1
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4. Hurricane/y'Veather lssues - These panels are susceptible to damage due to hurricanes, storms, or
otherweather issues. Flying glass debris would spread of a wide area, posing dangerous
conditions for the community.

5. Economic benefit for the Moss Bluff area is very low, when you compare it to the negative aspects
of the solar farm.

There are other factors associated with this solar farm, which I muld enumerate, but these are the most
obvious negative factor of the prolect.

lfyou were in the same situation as we are facing, a project that is highly objectionable to nearly all the
neighbors in the area, you too would be against this poorly designed project. Please have the same
consideration if you were in our "shoes".

Thanks,

Tim Croxdale
2833 Cardinal Lane
Lake Charles, La. 70611
(337) 855-6122 - home
(337) 8846435 cell
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8/12/24 

 

Calcasieu Parish Planning and Zoning Board 

901 Lakeshore Drive 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 

 

This correspondence is to make the board aware of the concerns of its 
constituents regarding the proposed variance under the current agricultural 
ordinance of properties in the Moss Bluff, Gillis, and Topsy communities to allow a 
solar panel farm by AYPA Power (Cajun Crescent) and/or American Sulphur 
and Oil Company. 

I have personally been a resident of the Gillis community for 53 years.  I chose to 
stay and raise my family here because I value the importance of the farms and 
people who have built a community that has withstood many trials.   If the solar 
panel farm were to be built, it would change the very nature of our existence.  
The following are concerns of myself, friends, family, and neighbors. 

~Decreased Property Value 

~Noise Pollution 

~Deforestation which would lead to increased flooding/runoff and the loss of 
natural habitat for local wildlife 

~Possible ground water contamination resulting from the leaching of heavy    
metals from panels 

~Unsightly equipment in what has been wooded, residential, or farmed areas 

~Increased temperatures and magnetic energy fields near the proposed sight 

~Solar panels becoming projectiles in natural disasters such as hurricanes and 
tornadoes. 

~Increased chance of wildfires 

It is our belief that a solar panel farm will not be a viable source for prolonged 
sustainability.  We are seeking to keep our community in tact as its original 
members planned it to be: a rural, residential farming community 
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Christine Liles 

1244 Topsy Rd 

Lake Charles, LA  70611 

Crliles.cl@gmail.com 

337-526-0731 
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Tammy Tonn

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gina Kingham < ginakinghaml @hotmail.com>
Tuesday, August 13,202412:34 PM

PLANNING

Proposed solar farm in Gillis

Some people who received this message don't often get email from ginakinghaml@hotmail.com. Learn whv this is important

To Panel members or whom it may concern,
My husband and I have lived in the Gills, La area for 36 years. We have raised 3 children in this little rural

country area, and they have enjoyed the benefits of the setting; wildlife, fresh air, slightly cooler temperatures
compared to the city. Now, Our Grandchildren love to come visit us in the 'country'.

We highly oppose the proposed 1,000-3,000 -acre solar panel farm in Gillis to Moss bluff La. Areas. This farm
would be located close to my neighbors, and right in our area.

Besides being unsightly and ruining the rural scenery, displacing wildlife, projecting heat, and decrease in
residential values, there is of concern possible damage to the panels in future storms.

Our area of Gillis, La in 2020 sustained horrific damage as a result of that hurricane, including scores of
tornados that ripped paths through woods all around us. lt was a nightmare struggling through insurance co.

claims, and getting repairs done with hiked costs of replacement materials. We all went through it.

I have similar concerns and questions for this solar farm;
What happens if these panels are damaged by hail, tornado, hurricane? ln 2020we cleaned up metal, wood,
and other debris that did not come from our structures. And with over 1,000-3,000 acres of potential debris,
how will this affect the residential homes around these areas? Are these panels able to withstand cat 1,2 ,3
hurricanes and tornadoes?
What coverage of insurance is required on these farms for replacement, remedial services for hazardous

removal of panels and materials in residences yards?

When these panels are damaged by hail, wind, etc. what is the responsibility of these owners fixing them in a

timely manner so contaminants are not introduced into our environment?
I also have several autoimmune diagnosed health conditions, and do not want the possibility of any soil or

water contamination from solar panel damage.
Besides all the issues I have mentioned, there are no benefits to the residents of this area for this solar panel

farm. Am I to understand that his solar energy harvested would go to Entergy?

We are on BECI Electric not Entergy. Why isn't this proposed in that area for those residents?

We ask that our panel members hear these objections, our neighbor's objections and stop this proposal.

Regina & Sean Kingham

5268 Mattie Reeves Rd.

Lake Charles, Louisiana, 7 OGL1,

(Gillis, Louisiana)

337-794-9421

1
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Tammy Tonn

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kimberly < kimbreauxTT@gmail.com>
Tuesday, August 13, 2024 12:44 PM

PLANNING

Solar Energy Facility

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from kimbreauxTT@gmail.com. Learn
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification l

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE!!!!!!!!!!!!!
> We do not want or support the solar energy facility that will go from Tipsy to Moss Bluff. Please
guide me to who ever we can talk to about this. We are going to attend the August 20 meeting about
it also. Thank you in advance for your help with this mafter.

1
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Ta Tonn

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Abby Rougeau <abbigalerl 5@gmail.com>
Wednesday, August 14, 2024 6:58 PM

PLANNING; PLANNING

Gillis/Moss Bluff Solar Farm Zoning Exemption

., Some people who received this message don't often get email from a

Good evening,

! hope this message finds you well.

lVly name is Abbigale Rougeau and I am a resident in Gillis. ! have lived
across the street from and next to where they are proposing to place a solar
farm my entire life and my family has lived there for 50 years. I will inherit
the land that and have plans to build a home there for my future family. I

was deeply disturbed to hear of this solar farm proposal for a variety of
reasons, which I have listed for your review and consideration.

This land is lush and full of trees and wildlife. Destroying the natural habitat
of many animals with be devastating for ecosystem. ln addition, the
deforestation of this forest will increase the already miserable temperatures
of this area causing the increase of energy usage by the citizens in this
area. Deforestation will also cause major flooding issues in areas did not
have flooding issues before which will further increase the cost of living for
citizens in this area and harming people's homes who were not built to
withstand flooding.

Further, by adding solar panels to this area you increase the hazards during
hurricanes and tornadoes in the area. Louisiana is in tornado alley and Lake
Charles in very susceptible to being hit by hurricanes. The added hazards
provided by solar panels will be devastating to residents. It will destroy
property and needlessly place the citizens in the area in danger due to
harmful chemicals used in the production of solar energy.

Finally, this is a rural residential area. The people who live here moved here
to escape the city and live a quieter life. We do not want this area to be re-
zoned to allow for industry's to take over. Many people have invested
hundreds of thousands of dollars into permanent homes for their families.

1
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This solar farm will strip the appeal of this area to residents and plummet
housing prices as well as land value. The solar farm will also put this
families and their children in danger from the harmful chemicals needed to
produce solar energy.

I compel you to oppose the exception to the zoning laws of this atea lor
myself and the citizens who live in this area. I beg you to consider if you
were in the position that we are in. A position in which your property, safety,
value of your investments, and the environment surrounding you were at
risk.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope that I have brought to
light aspects of this project that you may not have previously considered.

Blue skies,

Abbigale Rougeau

7
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Tammy Tonn

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joshua Thomson < ragleyl977@icloud.com >

Tuesday, August '13, 2024 8:33 PM

PLANNING

Cajun Crescent Energy Center

I live across the street on Topsy where this is going. I first installed solar panels 20 years ago on top
of Walmart in Many, La. There are many businesses that do this as supplemental entergy. I recently
spearheaded a project at work installing panels at our admin building. We lost about 1/4 of what was
installed when Hurricane Laura hit. That's where the problem comes in. Solar power is still rapidly
changing. The footprinVsize of the panels had changed so there was no direct replacement. How will
this farm handle this?

Another issue is the misleading information about these panels having a 25-30 year life expectancy
Most distributors l've dealt with will only guarantee a panel for 5 years.

l've also been told the lease on this land is only a 30 year lease. What are the plans when this lease
expires? A solar panel cannot be discarded like normal trash.

Additionally, with research people can find many weather related issues. The issue with lightening is
real. You take steel structures and place them in open fields you create lighting rods. This creates
the biggest issue with these solar farms. Fires! A fire at a solar farm sight over B0o/o of the time will
expand beyond the ignition point. This is being built in an area that is currently wooded and would be
surrounded by woods. That's not a good combination.

Another issue is they state they will be 500' from the nearest residence. Most states that these exist
require a greater distance. Floride for example, requires 1600' distance to nearest residence.

Lastly, the area across from me where this would go drains across Topsy into a parish drain ditch that
is my property border. Since Laura hit we have been trying to have the ditch cleared only to be told
we are next. Here we are years later and the ditch looks like a beaver dam from one end to the other
from the hurricane debris. We will have flooding issues until this is cleared. So personally I don't care
how much tax revenue they say will be made of this. For years things have been push using money
for schools and infrastructure as ransom. This money evidently is lost somewhere. Our teachers are
some of the lowest paid in the country, we rank in the bottom 3 states for education, and many of our
schools are just purely outdated. So the tax revenue is a moot point.

Carve out 3000+ acres in Kisatchie National Forest, or in marshlands south of Hackberry, but do not
build this is the middle of Topsy were many of us moved to get away from industry, away from the
city, in the country.

Thank you
Josh Thomson

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from ragley1977@icloud.com. Learn
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderldentification l

I
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Raiechilla M. Touchstone

4083 Deer Run Road

Lake Charles, LA 7061I
Phone: (337)526-1734

Email: brickl 998@bellsouth.net

August 13,2024

Calcasieu Parish

Planning and Zoning Board

901 Lakeshore Drive
5th Floor
Lake Charles, LA 70601

RE: APPLICATION OF AMERICAN SULPHUR AND OIL COMPANY OF LOUISIANA, LLC, ET AL
SUBMITTAL DATE: JULY 3,2024
CASE #z EX-0724-0205
SITE AREA: +/- 3,656 ACRES
LOCATION: 2300 BLOCK OF PAUL BELLON ROAD,3000 BLOCK OF GOOS ROAD,4000
BLOCK OF JOHN KOONCE ROAD,2000 BLOCK OF BTRDNEST ROAD,3000 BLOCK OF
TOPSY ROAD,4261 TOPSY ROAD

Dear Planning and Zoning Board Officers and Members (Julia Dickerson, Sharon Galicia, LaSalle Williams, Sr.,

Art Little, Lutricia Cobb, Jake Porche', Carl Vincent, Kirk Smith, DeAnne Winey, Genelle Hyatt, Keith M.

Dubrock):

Please let this letter serve as my objection and displeasure over the proposed installation of the +/- 3,656-acre solar

farm which will be situated on the following:

Parcel Owner Parcel Number

American Sulphur and Oil Company of Louisiana, L.L.C.

(Officers- Robert Noland, Amanda Noland lnzer, Doug Cook)

000257 04, 00025690, 00033081,

000t07 23, 000257 04, 0002567 4

CXX Lands, lnc. & Prairie Land Company (William Gray

Stream)/(Madelyn Seaford, Mark Webster)
00031119, 0L126229

Robert Lee McCutcheon 01359678

Lane Plauche Lake, Denise P. Hamel and Justin A. Hamel, as

Co-Trustees of the Denise P. Hamel Living Trust dated July 21,

203, John C. Winter, Jr., Mary Eyrl Winter, Nore Vincent
Winter, George Clifford Plauche, George Clifford Plauche, as

Trustee of the Emma Lillian Winter Plauche Testamentary
Special Needs Trust, Samuel Wilmore Plauche, lV, Jacqueline

Plauche Cagley

0002s453

Stream Family Limited Partnership (William Gray Stream) 00030937

Woodbrook, lnc. (F. Gibson Barham, Garnett Jane Barham)
000347 24, O7362L64, 0 13 60890,

01L00793, 00001325

Owen Ray Bellon & Virginia Lynn Bellon 0L206567

Diamond Development lncorporated (James Mistretta) 0L320874
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My husband was born and raised in the Gillis/Birdnest community. We have raised our three children and now

have seven grandchildren who are also from this community. Our family loves being able to enjoy the outdoors,

the woods and the abundant wildlife. It's called country living for a reason. There absolutely will be a reduction in

wildlife due to the destruction of habitat including food and water they need to survive. Our lives are here and will
be greatly impacted by this travesty of this project.

Concerns:

l. Decrease in Property Value: We love our home and way of life that we have in our community. Living

in the country away from the city noise, traffic, crime and the multitude of people was a factor in deciding

where we wanted to build our home. No one wants to live near a solar farm. The value of our home should

this project be approved would be negatively impacted if we have to sell to get away from this monstrosity.

Per studies researched, the average loss for homes in proximity to a solar farm is 4o/r.

2. Health Risks: Health risks associated with living near a solar farm are anemia and behavioral issues.

Children are especially susceptible to the health risks of exposure to solar panels, as they are in their growth

stage. Gillis Elementary and all the children at this school would be at risk to these health hazards. The

Applicant and the ZoningBoard can absolutely not say it is 100% safe to be exposed daily to a Solar Farm

when they have not been around long enough to have long term studies completed. Southwest Louisiana

has been destroyed by multiple hurricanes so there is not a 100% guarantee that the panels will not be

damaged and leak toxic, hazardous materials at some point in time. There are also concerns about the

disposal of lithium-ion batteries. Also, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), those who live

near a solar farm could experience Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity, resulting in headaches, fatigue, skin

rashes, sleep disturbances, dizziness, nausea and increased risk ofcancer.

3. Environmental Impact: Solar farms can disrupt local ecosystems and habitats. This area has a significant

amount of wildlife. Removing trees and vegetation will disturb the habitat of the deer, red foxes, rabbits,

birds and many other species of wildlife that make their homes in this community.

4. Additional Flooding: The removal of trees and vegetation will cause runoff, drainage issues to anarea

that already floods. Proper drainage is vital to prevent flooding. On the zoning application, the applicant

checked the box "Yes" for question "#3. Are the existing natural &/or man-made drainage facilities

adequate for expected surface water run-off?" If this is true and we have adequate drainage then why do

we constantly flood in our area? The applicant does not live in this area and apparently has no idea about

rain-fall and extreme flooding.

5. Financial Burden: Large-scale solar farms can raise the local temperature. This phenomenon is known as

the "solar heat island effect." Beauregard Electric customers already have an extremely hard time paying

unprecedented high electric bills due to actions beyond our control. Our electric bills will be ultimately
affected by the added rise in temperature caused by this solar farm. Will we be compensated any for the

added financial burden due to the increase in our electric bills? NO, we will not! Our community will not
benefit one iota from this invasion upon the quality of our lives. Board members, why would you approve

something that will hurt our community more than we are already hurting from the devastation we have

experienced in the last four years?

6. Noise Levels: Solar farms are not completely silent. Inverter fans and other components will contribute to

noise levels. Not to mention the noise from construction which would begin next year and run until late

2026. The increase in traffic including large trucks and construction equipment. Where will all these
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temporary construction workers park? They will also create noise that we don't need or want in our

neighborhood.

In conclusion,ZoningBoard Members, please do not approve this project. The Applicant is not part of our

community or parish but some of you are. Would you be huppy if this was being placed in your backyard?

Remember your obligation is to the residents of this community and we all have to live with the consequences of
our actions. We pay taxes, we contribute to this community and value our way of life, property and land. We have

a right to be respected, live safely and in peace. The Applicant can find a better place to build their solar farm. We

don't want it in our neighborhood. I sincerely hope you all vote against the construction ofthis solar farm because

your neighborhood might be next.

Sincerely

Raiechilla M. Touchstone
Resident and Tax Paying Community Member
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Kimberly P. Vidrine

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from fa nci.cole@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
at https://a ka. ms/Lea rnAbo utSe nderlde ntificatio n l

To whom it may concern,

My name is Fanci Cole. I live on Vines Road with my spouse and 11 month old child. The house I live in was built with my

family and father's hands. Across the pastures that my family has owned for more than a Century is my grandparents,

and around that corner is my cousins and great grandmothers home. Needless to say, we know these lands. We have

built families, traditions, and provided for ourselves by the grace of these lands. The proposed Solar Farms are the
greatest risk we have faced to the land we built our lives upon. We beg of you to take the people that will be near it into

consideration. We have worked and helped our communities for years and are asking you to please not do this to us.

These solar farms have been proven to have detrimental impacts on human health, as well as the soil and land

surrounding them. Look at the communities in Texas battling to have their lands restored after a hail storm came and

destroyed the solar farms put out there, now left to rot with no accountability by the companies who placed them and

no one to help with the toxic chemicals leaching themselves into the ground. These companies don't care about our

area, they don't know what we have overcome to protect our people. Please, I beg your committee to reconsider and to

help us put a stop to this. Once it is done, those who allowed it will be the ones who have to sleep at night knowing they

put innocent peoples lives at risk, health concerns, lowered their property values, and killed thousands of wildlife for
what? Something that will not even make a valuable impact on our localcommunity. Please...help us.

Sincerely,

Fanci Cole

EMT

1

Fanci Cole < fanci.cole@yahoo.com >

Thursday, August 1 5, 2024 3:02 PM

PLANN ING

Gillis Solar Farm
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Kimberly P. Vidrine

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hoa Ewing < hoaewing@yahoo.com >

Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:17 PM

Hoa Ewing; PLANNING; PLANNING

Opposed Agenda No. 8.A Solar Panel Farm

[5ome people who received this message don't often get email from hoaewing@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
at https://a ka. ms/Lea rnAbo utSe nd e rld e ntificatio n l

To Board Members,

My name is Hoa Van Ewing, and I reside at 3619 Deer Run Road, Lake Charles, LA 70611. With my family, I have served

our country for 33 years in the US Army lnfantry to defend America from foreign and domestic enemies as well as protect

her interests around the world. I grew up in Lake Charles, LA and have a family home that will be within vicinity of where

American Sulfur and Oil Company (ASOC) plans to establish an industrial park to build a solar farm that will devalue our
home and property as well as the destruction of 3600 acres of woodland and associated habitats to include those for
humans. ldid not inherit my home and property; lworked and earned it. lwould like to leave my sons and future
generations something worth keeping.

My love of this state and southwest LA was inspired by my father, a WWllVeteran who also grew up here and his father

before him. We, the people of this area, are not faceless residents. We are Americans with deep roots to the land and

its culture. We are people who have lived here for generations and are stewards of our environment and state. We are

your neighbors, friends, and fellow Americans who value our home, family, and way of life.

According to the Harvard Business Review, solar panels are expensive to recycle and eventually will end up in a land fill.
Toxic materialfrom solar panels and associated batteries willcontaminate our streams, rivers, and lakes and more

importantly, our drinking water (HBR, 2021). Who will clean up the broken, shattered glass from the solar panel farm as

well as properties within vicinity of the farm after a hurrica ne? lf the ASOC runs out of funding, who will continuethe
construction, or will the residents of the area have to look at 3600 acres of unfinished construction with associated

steady erosion and conta mination?

This project will worsen the flood zone and erosion through run-offs and eventually poison our beautiful rivers, wetlands
and drinking water. Our Sportsman Paradise will be transformed into an environmental disaster depleted of wildlife and
more importantly drinking water. As with most green technology, it will increase utility costs now and more in the long

run. lt will be an environmental and monetary disaster for everyone to include future generations. lt already goes

without saying that solar power is the most inefficient, toxic, and expensive way to produce energy.

lf this project is approved, we will also once again be dependent on the Chinese Communist Government for the solar
panels because they have under sold all U.S. solar startups since Obama started the green initiative that turned into an

580 billion dollars liability. Let's remember the Solyndra 5535 million dollars fiasco in 2011 that is a drop in the bucket as

compared to over 535 billion that has been lost through government loans to solar company startups that failed
(Washington Post 2011). When will we learn?

Lastly, this area is frequented by the protected American Bald Eagles as well as many other exotic, endangered wildlife
such as the protected woodpeckers. Our ecosystem is fragile, and the planned solar farm will uproot or devastate many
protected and endangered wildlife habitats. Migratory birds will perish due to harmful effects of the hot glass panels.
The noise that pulsates from the pa nels will cause stress to wildlife and humans alike. lf the panels and associated
batteries catch on fire, there will be no way to put out the fire and it will continue to burn thousands more acres.
Nothing beneficial will come of this endeavor; the increase cost of energy will cripple Southwest Louisiana residents and
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economy as well as cause irreversible health consequences from the inevitable contamination of our soil and drinking

water.

ln closing, the best places for solar farms are deserts not our beautiful state; however, from a financial perspective, we

have much better solutions for our energy requirements then throwing good money after an inefficient, costly

technology as well as destroy the land and ecosystem that thousands of generations of families call home.

Respectfu lly,

Hoa Ewing

Hoa Van Ewing, MBA

LTC (Ret), USA, FAsg (lN)

Cell: 337 -496-4707

hoa ewing @ya hoo. com

https://Bcc02.safelin ks.protection.outlook.com/?url=hltps%3A%2F%ztwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%ZFhoaewing&data=05%
7CO2%TCkpvidrine%40ca lcasieu.gov%7C54884df5927c4db62a6f08dcbd998856%7Cf1e50b3a0e244ba 1a3d72 bcf2538ee

a5o/,7C0%7CO%7C638593714336311830%7CU nknown%TCTWFpbGZsb3dSeyJWljoiMC4wLjAwM DAiLCJQljoiV2luMzliLCJ B

Tit6tkl haWwiLCJxvCt6Mn0%3D%7CO%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kcd2 M BrbvWVGReYxOtlwSNjx4rypfrz9RaznJ6leXZE%3D&res

erved=0
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Do the right thing and reject this effort that will destroy our land and devalue our homes.
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Kimberly P. Vidrine

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Daron Farquhar < daronfarqu har@yahoo.com >

Friday, August 16, 2024 11:44 AM
PLANNING
REJECIION OF AYPA SOLAR FARM

' some people who received this message don't often get email from daronfarquhar@yahoo.com. !c3l!l4hy-hiiia!opql!3!!

I.4y name is Daron Farquhar of Gittis. I am 53 with a wife and kids. We are NOT lN SUPPORT of Aypa's

Sotar Farm.

1
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Faradise'. I was
tsader at tlbss Bfufi i,ffile and attending Church at Gillis Baptirt Today I stlll li're

nry own. I harrc a 23 year old son that has rnoved out and lives next to me and I am
enoqgh to nil Ere next to my widorved nrcm. My famlly is rrery close and we alt torre this land and tfie
quiet Courtry lifestyle that it ofhrs up. My daughter now attends Gillis Elementary and we dterd
chxdl et Farst Moss Bluff. t',ty daughter looks forward to taking a ride every day on our 4s acres to see
a[ of the wildlife. We have Deer that lay down in our yard with their fawns and Turkelr that uralk
through our yard with their little ones. We watch Eagles land in our yard and eat fish out of our pond
and ffir over all of the property that is being proposed to be cleared for these solar panels. This tand
that ttPy are wanting to clear is also rich in Native American History as we have found many Arrow
heads on the land before it was posted as private property. lf you allow this project to go through, it will
not only impact mytatnily's way of life, since the solar furm would enclose my land on 3 sides, but all of
the other residents in these areas would be impacted in the same way. I have researched this project in
depth and ats effects that it will have on this community and I cannot find any good that will come of
clearing out so many lrees and displacing so many animals, rvhile killing so many that lvil not be aue to
get out of the way of the dozers.lt is disheartening to know that so many people's lives wilt be changed
for the worse. There are health concerns, Heat con€erns, noase concerns, flooding concerns fronr the
runoff,Hurriane darnage to these panels rvill be devastating because of thenr being littered every,rrhere,
while being broken,leaking chemicals into our soil and atmosphere rvhich rvoultj be an irreversible
tragedy- These things are iu5t some of the concerns and it is big enough coucerns that if this prpiect as

allowed to go through, we have already decided to rnove all of nry fanrily,(3 householcls) out of this
parish that I have called home for 53 years now. I ant begging you fronr the botttrnt of nry heart, to
please reiect this.pro.lect so we can remain a citizen of Calcasieu parish.

Thank you!

Daron Farquhar

L_
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Kimberly P. Vidrine

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

BJuneau < bju neau60@gmail.com >

Sunday, August 18, 2024 10:54 AM
PLAN N ING

Found ing family of LC

[5ome people who received this message don't often get email from bjuneau60@gma il.com. Learn why this is important
at htt ps://a ka. m s/Lea rnAboutsen d e rlde ntifi catio n l

CPPJ.iurors,

I would like to ask that you vote against the solar farm variance being requested on goos ferry rd. The settling founders

of LC live on Goos Ferry rd.

A statue of capt Goos is erected at the civic center.

The families do not want this destroying the ambience of the neighborhood along with the extra heat from the glass and

the destruction of the natural habitat surrounding our homes. This project should be located in an industrial area not an

area surrounded by homes like goos ferry rd.

Audrick J uneau

Goos Ferry Rd

706LL

1
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Kimberly P. Vidrine

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Melissa Reeves < maluoftopsy@icloud.com >

Saturday, August 17, 2024 6:38 AM
PTANNING

Solar panel farm opposition

Some people who received this message don't often get email from maluoftopsy@icloud.com. Learn whv this is imoortant

To whom it may concern,
My name is f'4elissa Reeves and woutd tike to express my concern over the proposed sotar panel farm on

the Moss Btuff, Gittis and Topsy area. I have tived on Topsy Rd my entire tife and bought a home less than

a mite from where I grew up. But now this country community is threatened with the proposed rezoning.

Encroaching industrial ptans witl atterourcommunity'stifestyte. I know you are probabty quite aware of
our opposition inctuding heatth hazards with broken panets, loss of trees and therefore increased runoff
and ftooding, decreased property values, heat that wit[ radiate off the panets causing a hot wind btown at

our homes, severe weather that is associated with this heat, the distracting security tights that witt
i[[uminate the property and a constant hum of the inverters on the pane[s.

Now I want to speak on a personal [eve[. My home is approximatety 200 feet from the intended solar
panetfarm as it is directty across the street. I want to remain on my property and continue to enjoy my

community of f riends and neighbors. My mom and sibtings att tive within a 5 minute drive and 3 of us

received notlce of this proposatand wit[ be directty affected. lhave nieces and nephewsthatare sti[L

young and wou[d love them to experience the same chitdhood that I had growing up on Topsy Rd.

I am asking that you represent wishes of citlzens of our community and dectine this rezoning and
proposed deve[opment that comes at our expense.

Thank you for your time,

Melissa K. Reeves
4320 Topsy Rd

Lake Chartes, LA

(337)302-7157

matuoftopsy@hotmait.com

1
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la Tonn

Subject: FW: Solar Panels in Gillis

From: Lisa Martin <lannemartinl0@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 19,20247:44 AM
To: Administration <administration@ca lcasieu.eov>
Subject: Solar Panels in Gillis

I am emaiting you to let you know, we a re against the solar panets in
Gittis. They witt not help us in any way and they are hazardous. And !

don't see how these witt help us.

!f we have another hurricane, these things witt cataputt and fty atl over
causing more damage. And I bet these are afirehazard atso.

Please take our opinions and concerns into consideration and stop
this. We don't want these ctose to our house.

Thanks!

1
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Calcasieu Parish Planning and Zoning Board
1015 Pithon Street

Lake Charles, LA 70601

RE: Cajun Crescent Energy Center - American Sulphur and Oil Company of Louisiana,LLC, et al (EX-
0724-020s)

Dear Board Members:

I strongly support the proposed rezoning exception for this solar project. I am aware that our Police Jury
passed an ordinance specifically for solar projects that addresses all ofthe concerns ofneighboring property
owners. As a lifelong Calcasieu Parish businessman and landowner, I firmly believe that landowners
throughout our parish should have the freedom to make decisions about how they utilize their land,
especially when their choices conform to existing ordinances, are consistent with their financial well-being
and the long{erm vision for their property.

We should all be wary of those who attempt to impose their will on their neighbors. The land at issue has

been owned by the current owners and used for farming and timber for generations. The landowners have
been trusted stewards of their land, adapting to the needs of the times and shaping the local economy. This
project provides a path for these and other landowners to diversify their income and ensure that their land
remains productive and economically viable, without losing its agricultural nature. By approving this
rezoning exception, the Board will affirm the rights of our agricultural community to pursue what they see

as the best use of their property.

I respectfully request that the Board approve this rezoning exception, allowing our farmers and landowners
to explore new opportunities while maintaining control of their future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

D. Barbe IV
Trustee H.C. Drew Estate

Partner NVST Real Estate Solutions

o tuL
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 8.A

 

Item Cover Page
 

  

AGENDA SECTION: REZONING

SUBJECT: Take appropriate action on the following application: 3244 Highway
171 North in Ward One - to rezone from Agricultural (A-1) to
Central Business Commercial (C-3) to allow commercial
development (office and storage).  (RZ-0924-0281) (District 1, Mr.
Quinn)
 
Because the development is consistent with the character of the area,
the staff recommends that the request be granted with the following
conditions: 1. that the development adhere to the site plan on file with
the Division of Planning and Development, provided that the
Director, or designee, may authorize adjustments to the site plan in
light of technical or engineering considerations discovered during
development; 2. that a Runoff Management Plan (RMP) will be
required unless appropriate waiver is granted by the Division of
Engineering. 3. that all exterior lighting must be oriented inward
toward the development and the light source cannot be visible to the
adjacent properties; 4. that outdoor storage is prohibited; and 5. that
the development must adhere to the Corridor Overlay District
regulations as per Division 5 of the Parish Code of Ordinances.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

 

  

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD AGENDA ITEM REPORT
 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
Packet - Advantage Plumbing LLC RZ-0924-0281.pdf

CPPJ Planning and Zoning Board – November 19, 2024 
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2958794/Packet_-_Advantage_Plumbing_LLC_RZ-0924-0281.pdf
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