2 MINNESOTA

CITY OF CHATFIELD HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AGENDA
City Council Chambers - 21 SE Second Street, Chatfield, MN 55923
April 7, 2025, 6:00 P.M.

A. Minutes
1. Call to Order

2. March 3, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Motion to Approve

3. Approve the agenda

B. Continued Business

1. Review ordinance for commission member seat(s).
Motion to approve recommendation.

2. Haven Wall
C. New Business

1. Review Heritage Preservation Poster- Robert Vogel
Motion to approve.

2. Updating Mural


https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/7cbc027e005b7402743acdd703ee0b720.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/abf9bdc367f8d22efac097bb635133e90.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/4ca5903b727d64170d2701b723b494c20.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/f3237db5018f16bcd256def3bfc05f1e0.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/3db5ea663f7fcc3d750bfe17006c07730.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/acbd74b62bc6a8a5d46e12e5d7bf2e100.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/416bd3e4dea2af680a98b1e4801f17300.pdf

J s HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
Cﬁd/g_ -"M

REPORT
MINMNESOTA

Meeting Date: April 7, 2025
Agenda Item: Call to Order
Subject | Summary:
Agenda Category: Submitted By: Alison Bentley
Recommended Motion:
Community Engagement and Outreach:
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount:
Ongoing Cost :
One-Time Cost :
Included in Current Budget?:
FISCAL DETAILS:
Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):
Account Code:
Background:

Attachments:



J s HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
Cﬁd/g_ -"M

REPORT
MINMNESOTA

Meeting Date: April 7, 2025
Agenda Item: March 3, 2025, Meeting Minutes
Subject | Summary:
Agenda Category: Submitted By: Alison Bentley
Recommended Motion: Motion to Approve
Community Engagement and Outreach:
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount:
Ongoing Cost :
One-Time Cost :
Included in Current Budget?:
FISCAL DETAILS:
Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):
Account Code:
Background:

Attachments:

2025 3.3 Meeting Minutes.pdf


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247846/2025_3.3__Meeting_Minutes.pdf

N MINNESOTA

Heritage Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes
Council Chambers, Thurber Building, 21 Second Street SE
March 3, 2025 at 6:00 P.M

Members Present: Councilor Pam Bluhm, Ruth Ann Lund, and Ben Frederichs

Others: Alison Bentley, Community Development Director and Michele Peterson, City Administrator

Member Absent: None

l. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Frederichs at 6:00pm.
Il. Approve the Agenda: The agenda was approved by consent.
lll.  Approve minutes of January 23: A motion was made by Bluhm to approve the minutes
presented with a second by Lund. Motion carried with all in favor.
IV.  Continued Business:
a. Review the Heritage Preservation Commission ordinance with consideration to
amendments.
i. A motion was made to update section 1.05.Subd.1.a
1. A minimum of three up to seven...
ii. A motion was made to update section 1.05.Subd.2.
1. Update terms if only three people Frederichs 2025-2028, Lund 2025-
2027, Bluhm 2026
V.  Election of Officers
a. President —Ben Frederichs
b. Vice President- Ruth Ann Lund
i. Motion made by Bluhm. All in favor
VL. Future Topics
a. Preservation Month- May
i. Reach out to Robert Vogel’s daughter that we would like to honor him
ii. Check on plaque design/ order
iii. Talk with Kay Wangen on creating a poster

iv. Award at the May city council meetin



VII. Next Meeting: April 7, 2025 Agenda topics
a. Revisit Haven Wall (Widseth design)
b. Commission ordinance draft review
c. Historical Marker restoration (South Hwy 52.)
VIII. Adjournment: A motion was made by Lund to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm with a second by

Frederichs. Motion carried all in favor.



J s HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
Cﬁd/g_ -"M

REPORT
MINMNESOTA

Meeting Date: April 7, 2025
Agenda Item: Approve the agenda
Subject | Summary:
Agenda Category: Submitted By: Alison Bentley
Recommended Motion:
Community Engagement and Outreach:
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount:
Ongoing Cost :
One-Time Cost :
Included in Current Budget?:
FISCAL DETAILS:
Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):
Account Code:
Background:

Attachments:



J s HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
Cﬁd/g_ -"M

REPORT
MINMNESOTA

Meeting Date: April 7, 2025
Agenda Item: Review ordinance for commission member seat(s).
Subject | Summary:
Agenda Category: Submitted By: Alison Bentley
Recommended Motion: Motion to approve recommendation.
Community Engagement and Outreach:
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount:
Ongoing Cost :
One-Time Cost :
Included in Current Budget?:
FISCAL DETAILS:
Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):
Account Code:
Background:

Attachments:



J s HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
Cﬁd/g_ -"M

REPORT
MINMNESOTA

Meeting Date: April 7, 2025
Agenda Item: Haven Wall
Subject | Summary:
Agenda Category: Submitted By: Alison Bentley
Recommended Motion:
Community Engagement and Outreach:
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount:
Ongoing Cost :
One-Time Cost :
Included in Current Budget?:
FISCAL DETAILS:
Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):
Account Code:
Background:

Attachments:
Gerlach Proposal - City of Chatfield.pdf
Haven Wall - Access, 3-1-24 Notes and Comments.pdf

18-257 Certificate of Survey.pdf


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247916/Gerlach_Proposal_-_City_of_Chatfield.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247917/Haven_Wall_-_Access__3-1-24_Notes_and_Comments.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247928/18-257_Certificate_of_Survey.pdf

NoVvOTNY LAwW OFFICE, LTD.

22 SECOND STREET SE
P.0O. Box 455
CHATFIELD, MINNESOTA 55923
TeL: (507) 867-4080
Lee M. Novotny (#0389227) Fax: (507) 867-0152 lee@novotnylawoffice.com

PROPOSAL
Dear City of Chatfield Council Members:

Fred and Deborah Gerlach are the current owners of the property on Winona Street commonly
known as the George Haven House (or The Oaks). The rear of the property includes a wall that
was constructed by George A. Haven (Deborah’s father). This wall has become a landmark in
Chatfield. The Gerlach’s are currently planning for the future of the property and desire to
ensure the longevity and maintenance of this wall. The Gerlach’s propose and request the City
accept ownership of the wall and real estate surrounding the wall. To provide for regular
maintenance and upkeep, the Gerlach’s would agree to deposit a sum of approximately
$50,000.00 in the Chosen Valley Community Foundation to be earmarked for the City to use as
funds for wall maintenance. The Gerlach’s plan to have the wall in generally good repair prior to
any transfer to limit any initial wall maintenance following transfer.

If accepted, the Gerlach’s would cause a survey to be completed with approximately 10 feet of
real estate on all sides of the wall to be included in the transfer to allow proper access for
maintenance (generally depicted on the below topographic). | am available to answer any
questions you may have and discuss any concerns you may have regarding this proposal.

HISTORY OF THE WALL:

George A. Haven constructed the wall alongside Old Territorial Road from 1927 to 1964. It
includes stones from the early Chatfield school building, stones from six continents, including
exotic places like Antarctica, England, Hong Kong, Tasmania and most of the fifty states. It also
includes the thighbone of a dinosaur from Montana and a baptismal font from the ruins of a
church in Italy. (This information is included on the History section of the City of Chatfield
website). For additional history, please see the attached excerpt from the Star Tribune from
August 8, 1965.

Sincerely,

Lee Novotny
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Star Tribune (Minneapolis - St. Paul)

https://startribune.newspapers.com/image/185102004

Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota) - Sun, Aug 8, 1965 - Page 153

Printed on Jun 18, 2018

BACK IN 1827, George A. Haven, of Chatfield,
Mine., began the construrtion of & wall, It was
not just an ordisary sort of wall Not just any
sort of buiiding material went into it. To quality
for Haven's wall, a stone or piece of brick must
have & 3

While the wall was built besically of stone
taken from a nearby quarry, une section of it 3§
buflt with stone taken from the foundation of
the Chatfield school building, which wag erected
in 1888 snd demolished in 1963

But incorporated with the ordinary building
stones, at freqg: I3, are other
the stones with padigrees  They come either fram
distant places or have some historical significance.

Among items which went into the wall were 8
stone from King Tut's tomb, another picked off
the beach at the Sea of Galilee, another from the
Great Wall of China, stifl wnother from the
Partherion at Athens,

Stones of Iocal historical interest, such as one
from the Chatfield Academy, dating back to
1858, and another from the United States Land
Office, dating to 1856, went into the wall Of
wider, state significance, are stones from Fort
Snelling, the Sibley House and the Alexander
Faribault House.

Still other stones came from the battiefield at
Geltysburg, Fort Sumier, Custer’s massacre and
many other fiekds of confliet

in addi to stones

with hi; i

12 Nompespcln Tribwae ¢ Pithire & Susdey, Augwst § 4%

B SO STUURR v ravee - swey

ares o pisces, different typey of sione nre

7o from the Y , &
piece of lava rock snatched from the top of ML
Vesuvius, even the petrified thigh bone of 2
Montana dinoasur,

A senes of small stones ambedded in the cap
which surmounts the wall regresents a trip
around the world ~ brought back from such
places ax Per, the Fiji lslands, Turkey, Switzer-
land, Spsin and Moroceo.

The wall, which separates the Haven home,
“The Oaks,” from the highway running past it, is
245 feet long, running six 1o seven feet in beight,
of which two nd u hall feet are underground,
The width at the bottom is 38 (0 40 inches, the
witdth al the top 18 inches, It is iaid entirely
withoul mortar except for the reinforoed con-
crete capping and scene special stones which are
Iald into the courses with cement.

Haven, wha is president of the Root River State
Bank, did all of the work himself except for the
inst 70 feet With this section of the walf he was
assisted by Jos fellow towneman, Richand Theel.

After 37 years, the wall was finally fintshed in
1964 As # now stands, it incorporates a good
part of the bistory of the world. And in addition
it also carries 2 farly record—handprints, names
and dates impressed in the moriar of fthe oap.

As 2 guide to visitors, Haves has had prioted
& pamphiet which locates the different stonas of
interest which are bailt into the wall,

o

Richard Theel {left) beiped

A Wall That Took 37 Years to Build

George A. Haves, of Chattield, Minn,, stands beside wall he bullt xt his home, using stoaes and bricke of geographiz and historical significance,
Secknter Fort-Rulfesin Fhate

A\

Havi

en build # portion

of the wall. The gate is made of heavy ek
timbeve taken from & house which was built

sbout 1860 in Chatfield

Continued

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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~ HAVEN WALL ACCESS -
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.| Contact Church about possible
access easement. Will make ADA
accessibility more achievable.

e S : 1
= 3 ADA Pedestrian Ramp at Parking Lot P

Location for Interpretive Sign |
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OLD TERRITORIAL ROA
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Consieration for lighting
along path and wall

Boardwalk type surface to meet
ADA requirements. Researching
boardwalk surface types. Is a
boardwalk on each side of the

wall desired?

SCALE ( IN FEET)

Location for potential §
easement. Without a
hard surface, access
will not meet ADA
requirements
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CERTIFICATE OF SURVEY
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IRON PIPE WITH PLASTIC CAP
STAMPED R.L.S.#21940 SET

FOUND MONUMENT

s ey 389°33'55"W
~ S89°3355°W 404

4 14.66°

s

That part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of

Section 31, Township 105 North, Range 11 West, Olmsted County,

Minnesota, described as follows:
Commencing at the south southwest corner of said Southwest
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 31; thence on an
assumed bearing of North 89°33'55” East, along the south line of
said Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter, 475.37 feet to
the intersection of said south line with the northeasterly line of
Winona Street; thence North 48°19’40” East 264.23 feet to the
point of beginning; thence continuing North 48°19'40” East 20.54
feet; thence South 42°27°43” East 252.71 feet to said south line
of the Southwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter; thence South
89°33’'55” West, along said south line, 4.24 feet; thence North
46°24'54” West 250.75 feet to the point of beginning.

The above described parcel contains 0.07 acres and is subject to any

easements, covenants and restrictions of record.
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| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS SURVEY, PLAN,
OR REPORT WAS PREPARED BY ME OR UNDER
MY DIRECT SUPERVISION AND THAT | AM A
DULY LICENSED LAND SURVEYOR UNDER THE
LAWS OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA

/\/\/\ Geoffrey G Griffin

9/4/2018

DATE REG. NO. 21940

DATE OF SURVEY: 9/4/2018

Prepared For:

G C b : ESNSIJQI:I/EE:NI(\I}G Fred Gerlach
= u @ PLANNING 132 Winona Street SE
14070 Hwy 52 S.E. Fax Sovearieee | Chatfield, MN 55923
www.ggg.to

Chatfield, MN 55923

SHEET 1 OF 1| FILE NO:18—257
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J s HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
Cﬁd/g_ -"M

REPORT
MINMNESOTA

Meeting Date: April 7, 2025
Agenda Item: Review Heritage Preservation Poster- Robert Vogel
Subject | Summary:
Agenda Category: Submitted By: Alison Bentley
Recommended Motion: Motion to approve.
Community Engagement and Outreach:
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount:
Ongoing Cost :
One-Time Cost :
Included in Current Budget?:
FISCAL DETAILS:
Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):
Account Code:
Background:

Attachments:

DRAFT- HPC Poster Design- Robert Vogel.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247881/DRAFT-_HPC_Poster_Design-_Robert_Vogel.pdf
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J s HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
Cﬁd/g_ -"M

REPORT
MINMNESOTA

Meeting Date: April 7, 2025
Agenda Item: Updating Mural
Subject | Summary:
Agenda Category: Submitted By: Alison Bentley
Recommended Motion:
Community Engagement and Outreach:
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount:
Ongoing Cost :
One-Time Cost :
Included in Current Budget?:
FISCAL DETAILS:
Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):
Account Code:
Background:

Attachments:
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