
A. Minutes
1. Call to Order
2. March 3, 2025, Meeting Minutes

3. Approve the agenda

B. Continued Business
1. Review ordinance for commission member seat(s).

2. Haven Wall

C. New Business
1. Review Heritage Preservation Poster- Robert Vogel

2. Updating Mural

CITY OF CHATFIELD HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AGENDA

City Council Chambers - 21 SE Second Street, Chatfield, MN 55923 
April 7, 2025, 6:00 P.M.

 
 
 Motion to Approve

 

 
 Motion to approve recommendation.

 

 
 Motion to approve.
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https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/7cbc027e005b7402743acdd703ee0b720.pdf
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https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/acbd74b62bc6a8a5d46e12e5d7bf2e100.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/chatfield/416bd3e4dea2af680a98b1e4801f17300.pdf


HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2025

 

Agenda Category:  Submitted By:  Alison Bentley

Amount:  

Ongoing Cost : 

One-Time Cost : 

Included in Current Budget?:  

Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):   

Account Code:   

 
Agenda Item:  Call to Order

Subject | Summary:  

 
Recommended Motion:  

Community Engagement and Outreach:  

FISCAL IMPACT:

 

 

 

 
FISCAL DETAILS:

 

 
Background:  

Attachments:
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2025

 

Agenda Category:  Submitted By:  Alison Bentley

Amount:  

Ongoing Cost : 

One-Time Cost : 

Included in Current Budget?:  

Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):   

Account Code:   

 
Agenda Item:  March 3, 2025, Meeting Minutes

Subject | Summary:  

 
Recommended Motion:  Motion to Approve

Community Engagement and Outreach:  

FISCAL IMPACT:

 

 

 

 
FISCAL DETAILS:

 

 
Background:  

Attachments:
 
2025 3.3 Meeting Minutes.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247846/2025_3.3__Meeting_Minutes.pdf


 
 

Heritage Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes 
Council Chambers, Thurber Building, 21 Second Street SE 

March 3, 2025 at 6:00 P.M 
 

Members Present: Councilor Pam Bluhm, Ruth Ann Lund, and Ben Frederichs  

Others: Alison Bentley, Community Development Director and Michele Peterson, City Administrator  

Member Absent: None 

 

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Frederichs at 6:00pm. 

II. Approve the Agenda: The agenda was approved by consent. 

III. Approve minutes of January 23: A motion was made by Bluhm to approve the minutes 

presented with a second by Lund. Motion carried with all in favor. 

IV. Continued Business: 

a. Review the Heritage Preservation Commission ordinance with consideration to 

amendments. 

i. A motion was made to update section 1.05.Subd.1.a 

1. A minimum of three up to seven… 

ii. A motion was made to update section 1.05.Subd.2. 

1. Update terms if only three people Frederichs 2025-2028, Lund 2025-

2027, Bluhm 2026 

V. Election of Officers 

a. President – Ben Frederichs 

b. Vice President- Ruth Ann Lund 

i. Motion made by Bluhm. All in favor 

VI. Future Topics 

a. Preservation Month- May 

i. Reach out to Robert Vogel’s daughter that we would like to honor him 

ii. Check on plaque design/ order 

iii. Talk with Kay Wangen on creating a poster 

iv. Award at the May city council meetin 
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VII. Next Meeting:  April 7, 2025 Agenda topics 

a. Revisit Haven Wall (Widseth design) 

b. Commission ordinance draft review 

c. Historical Marker restoration (South Hwy 52.) 

VIII. Adjournment: A motion was made by Lund to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm with a second by 

Frederichs. Motion carried all in favor. 
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2025

 

Agenda Category:  Submitted By:  Alison Bentley

Amount:  

Ongoing Cost : 

One-Time Cost : 

Included in Current Budget?:  

Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):   

Account Code:   

 
Agenda Item:  Approve the agenda

Subject | Summary:  

 
Recommended Motion:  

Community Engagement and Outreach:  

FISCAL IMPACT:

 

 

 

 
FISCAL DETAILS:

 

 
Background:  

Attachments:
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2025

 

Agenda Category:  Submitted By:  Alison Bentley

Amount:  

Ongoing Cost : 

One-Time Cost : 

Included in Current Budget?:  

Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):   

Account Code:   

 
Agenda Item:  Review ordinance for commission member seat(s).

Subject | Summary:  

 
Recommended Motion:  Motion to approve recommendation.

Community Engagement and Outreach:  

FISCAL IMPACT:

 

 

 

 
FISCAL DETAILS:

 

 
Background:  

Attachments:
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2025

 

Agenda Category:  Submitted By:  Alison Bentley

Amount:  

Ongoing Cost : 

One-Time Cost : 

Included in Current Budget?:  

Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):   

Account Code:   

 
Agenda Item:  Haven Wall

Subject | Summary:  

 
Recommended Motion:  

Community Engagement and Outreach:  

FISCAL IMPACT:

 

 

 

 
FISCAL DETAILS:

 

 
Background:  

Attachments:
 
Gerlach Proposal - City of Chatfield.pdf
 
Haven Wall - Access, 3-1-24 Notes and Comments.pdf
 
18-257 Certificate of Survey.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247916/Gerlach_Proposal_-_City_of_Chatfield.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247917/Haven_Wall_-_Access__3-1-24_Notes_and_Comments.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247928/18-257_Certificate_of_Survey.pdf


NOVOTNY LAW OFFICE, LTD. 
 22 SECOND STREET SE 
 P.O. BOX 455 
 CHATFIELD, MINNESOTA  55923 
 TEL:  (507) 867-4080 
Lee M. Novotny (#0389227) FAX: (507) 867-0152 lee@novotnylawoffice.com 
 

 
 

PROPOSAL 
 
Dear City of Chatfield Council Members: 
 
Fred and Deborah Gerlach are the current owners of the property on Winona Street commonly 
known as the George Haven House (or The Oaks).  The rear of the property includes a wall that 
was constructed by George A. Haven (Deborah’s father).  This wall has become a landmark in 
Chatfield.  The Gerlach’s are currently planning for the future of the property and desire to 
ensure the longevity and maintenance of this wall.  The Gerlach’s propose and request the City 
accept ownership of the wall and real estate surrounding the wall.  To provide for regular 
maintenance and upkeep, the Gerlach’s would agree to deposit a sum of approximately 
$50,000.00 in the Chosen Valley Community Foundation to be earmarked for the City to use as 
funds for wall maintenance.  The Gerlach’s plan to have the wall in generally good repair prior to 
any transfer to limit any initial wall maintenance following transfer.   
 
If accepted, the Gerlach’s would cause a survey to be completed with approximately 10 feet of 
real estate on all sides of the wall to be included in the transfer to allow proper access for 
maintenance (generally depicted on the below topographic).  I am available to answer any 
questions you may have and discuss any concerns you may have regarding this proposal. 
 
HISTORY OF THE WALL: 
 
George A. Haven constructed the wall alongside Old Territorial Road from 1927 to 1964.  It 
includes stones from the early Chatfield school building, stones from six continents, including 
exotic places like Antarctica, England, Hong Kong, Tasmania and most of the fifty states.  It also 
includes the thighbone of a dinosaur from Montana and a baptismal font from the ruins of a 
church in Italy.  (This information is included on the History section of the City of Chatfield 
website). For additional history, please see the attached excerpt from the Star Tribune from 
August 8, 1965. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lee Novotny 
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Location for potential
easement. Without a
hard surface, access
will not meet ADA
requirements

Contact Church about possible
access easement. Will make ADA
accessibility more achievable.

Boardwalk type surface to meet
ADA requirements. Researching
boardwalk surface types. Is a
boardwalk on each side of the
wall desired?

ADA Pedestrian Ramp at Parking Lot

Location for Interpretive Sign

Consideration for lighting
along path and wall
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2025

 

Agenda Category:  Submitted By:  Alison Bentley

Amount:  

Ongoing Cost : 

One-Time Cost : 

Included in Current Budget?:  

Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):   

Account Code:   

 
Agenda Item:  Review Heritage Preservation Poster- Robert Vogel

Subject | Summary:  

 
Recommended Motion:  Motion to approve.

Community Engagement and Outreach:  

FISCAL IMPACT:

 

 

 

 
FISCAL DETAILS:

 

 
Background:  

Attachments:
 
DRAFT- HPC Poster Design- Robert Vogel.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3247881/DRAFT-_HPC_Poster_Design-_Robert_Vogel.pdf
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING STAFF
REPORT

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2025

 

Agenda Category:  Submitted By:  Alison Bentley

Amount:  

Ongoing Cost : 

One-Time Cost : 

Included in Current Budget?:  

Fund Name(s) (Operations | Capital):   

Account Code:   

 
Agenda Item:  Updating Mural

Subject | Summary:  

 
Recommended Motion:  

Community Engagement and Outreach:  

FISCAL IMPACT:

 

 

 

 
FISCAL DETAILS:

 

 
Background:  

Attachments:
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