
Elmira City Council
RE: AGENDA, ELMIRA CITY
COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, September 9, 2024 – 5:30 PM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2024-293
Joseph Duffy

Act on resolution dispensing with the minutes of the
regular Meeting held on Monday, August 26, 2024.

FIRST PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

IDENTIFICATION OF CONSENT ITEMS

PERSONNEL ACTIONS

2024-294
Mayor Mandell

Receive communication from the City Manger and act on
resolution  reporting the Personnel Actions for the City of
Elmira, whereby Antonio V. Phillips has elected to resign
from his position as Solid Waste Specialist II, effective
August 22, 2024.

RESOLUTIONS

2024-295
Mayor Mandell

Resolution Authorizing a Grant Application Submission to
Homes and Community Renewal for the Vacant Rental
Improvement Program (V-RIP)

2024-296
Joseph Duffy

Receive communication from the City Manager and act on
resolution referring the proposed closing and abandoning
of an alley running southerly between Woodlawn Avenue
and Noble Street to the City Planning Commission for its
review and recommendation.

2024-297
Gary Brinn

Receive communication from the City Manager and act on
resolution referring the potential to repeal of Section
520.9  (titled "Temporary Signs") of Appendix B of the
City's Zoning Ordinance to the City Planning Commission
and the County Planning Board for their review and
consideration pursuant to Sections 1110 and 1120 of
Appendix B of the Code of Ordinances.

2024-298
Gary Brinn

Act on resolution repealing in its entirety Resolution 2024-
145, the City Manager shall issue a report on the City's
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efforts to fight blight and promote housing on or before
the 15th of every month to include information on
programs, partnerships, grants, enforcement actions,
including civil filings, and that the requirement for
monthly reporting remain in effect until December 16,
2027.

2024-299
Joseph Duffy

Receive communication from the City Manager and act on
resolution declaring abandoned and impounded vehicles
in the City's possession set forth on the attached list as
surplus property and authorizing the sale of said vehicles
either by an on-line auction by Auctions International,
Inc. or sale of the vehicle to Pick-A-Part in Horseheads,
NY.

AGREEMENTS

2024-300
Mayor Mandell

Receive communication from the City Manager and act on
resolution approving the retention of Hunt Engineers
Architects Surveyors to perform certain special
engineering services set forth in the attached proposal
pertaining to the pavement replacement project at Fire
Station #1 at a total cost not to exceed $13,100.00 and
authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with Hunt
Engineers; said agreement subject to Corporation Counsel
approval.

AUDITS

2024-301
Nick Grasso

Act on Lead Hazard Reduction Grant Program Audit.

2024-302
Mayor Mandell

Act on Community Development Block Grant Program
Audit.

2024-303
Nick Grasso

Act on American Rescue Plan Stormwater Audit.

2024-304
Joseph Duffy

Act on American Rescue Plan Centertown Parking
Garage Audit.

2024-305
Gary Brinn

Act on Audit.

SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION
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CITY MANAGER REPORT

ADJOURN

2024-306
Nick Grasso

Act on resolution to adjourn.

 

 

  
Respectfully Submitted,

Christina C. Rodriguez
City Clerk
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Agenda Summary: Act on resolution dispensing with the minutes of the regular Meeting
held on Monday, August 26, 2024.

Resolution Number: 2024-293

Sponsor: Joseph Duffy

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
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September 9, 2024

     Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the City of Elmira, 
New York, held in Council Chambers in said City of Elmira, this 9th
day of September, 2024.

     The Mayor called the meeting to order and presided.

     The City Clerk called the roll.

     PRESENT:

     ABSENT:

RESOLUTION

NO. 2024- ______

By Councilmember: __________________________

     RESOLVED, that the reading of the minutes of the Regular Meeting 
held August 26, 2024, be dispensed with and stand approved.

           ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from the City Manger and act on resolution 
reporting the Personnel Actions for the City of Elmira, whereby
Antonio V. Phillips has elected to resign from his position as Solid
Waste Specialist II, effective August 22, 2024.

Resolution Number: 2024-294

Sponsor: Mayor Mandell

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
Personnel Actions September 9.docx
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September 9, 2024

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers

Dear Councilmembers:

This is to announce the personnel actions for the City of Elmira whereby:

PHILLIPS, ANTONIO V. has elected to resign from his position as Solid Waste 
Specialist II, effective August 22, 2024.

.

Respectfully submitted,

P. Michael Collins
City Manager
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September 9, 2024

RESOLUTION

2024 - ____

By Councilmember: ________________________________

RESOLVED, that the communication from the City Manager announcing the personnel actions 
for the City of Elmira whereby; Antonio V. Phillips elected to resign from his position as Solid 
Waste Specialist II, effective August 22, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the personnel actions for the City of Elmira be received and placed on file.

                          ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Resolution Authorizing a Grant Application Submission to Homes
and Community Renewal for the Vacant Rental Improvement
Program (V-RIP)

Resolution Number: 2024-295

Sponsor: Mayor Mandell

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
HCR_VRIP Resolution.docx
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September 9, 2024

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-_____

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GRANT APPLICATION SUBMISSION TO HOMES 
AND COMMUNITY RENEWAL FOR THE VACANT RENTAL IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM (V-RIP)

Councilmember ____________________________:

WHEREAS, New York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR), Housing Trust 
Fund Corporation’s (HTFC) Office of Community Renewal (OCR), has released a Request for 
Applications on July 15th, 2024 for the NYS Vacant Rental Improvement Program (V-RIP)
announcing the availability of Forty Million Dollars ($40,000,000) for eligible organizations to 
seek funding in order to rehabilitation vacant one - five unit residential or mixed-use buildings 
with up to five housing units; and 

WHEREAS, for the purpose of improving community health and wellness, and
economic revitalization and neighborhood stabilization, it is deemed in the best interest of the
City of Elmira to apply for funding through this program; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Elmira, New York intents to apply for Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One Thousand and Two Hundred and Thirty-Six Dollars ($851,236.00) in grant funds, and all 
such funds will be administered by the City of Elmira’s Department of Community 
Development; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Elmira, 
New York does hereby express its intent to apply for the NYS Vacant Rental Improvement 
Program (V-RIP) and authorizes the City, by its Director of Community Development, to submit 
the required forms expressing the City’s intent to apply for said funding; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to accept any and 
all grant funds and sign all contracts awarded to the City of Elmira through this application 
process.
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ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from the City Manager and act on resolution
referring the proposed closing and abandoning of an alley running
southerly between Woodlawn Avenue and Noble Street to the City
Planning Commission for its review and recommendation.

Resolution Number: 2024-296

Sponsor: Joseph Duffy

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution referring alley closing woodlawn to noble street to CPC 9.9.2024.doc
aerial map of alley 9.9.2024.pdf
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September 9, 2024 

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Council

Dear Councilmembers:

The City has received a request to close an abandoned alley running southerly between 
Woodlawn Avenue to Noble Street as shown on the attached map. The width of the alley 
is 15 feet.  In situations such as this, it is the City’s policy to convey equally the alley to 
the adjoining property owners.

The following resolution refers the proposed closing of the alley in question to the City 
Planning Commission for its review and recommendation.  

Respectfully submitted,

P. Michael Collins
City Manager
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September 9, 2024
RESOLUTION

NO. 2024 - ______

By Councilmember __________________:

RESOLVED, that the communication from the City Manager regarding closing an 
alley running southerly between Woodlawn Avenue and Noble Street, be received and 
placed on file; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the proposed closing and abandonment of the alley between 
Woodlawn Avenue and Noble Street be referred to the City Planning Commission for its 
review and recommendation.  

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from the City Manager and act on resolution
referring the potential to repeal of Section 520.9  (titled "Temporary
Signs") of Appendix B of the City's Zoning Ordinance to the City
Planning Commission and the County Planning Board for their
review and consideration pursuant to Sections 1110 and 1120 of
Appendix B of the Code of Ordinances.

Resolution Number: 2024-297

Sponsor: Gary Brinn

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution secction 520.9 temp signs referral to planning comm and brd 9.9.2024.docx
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September 9, 2024

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Council

Dear Councilmembers:

The City Council is considering repealing Section 520.9 (titled “Temporary Signs”) of 
Appendix B of the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  Pursuant to Sections 1110 and 1120, this 
proposal must be submitted to the City Planning Commission and the County Planning 
Board for their review and consideration.

The following resolution initiates this requirement.

Respectfully yours,

P. Michael Collins
City Manager
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September 9, 2024
RESOLUTION

NO. 2024 - _____

By Councilmember ____________________

RESOLVED, that the communication from the City Manager regarding the 
potential repeal of Section 520.9 (titled “Temporary Signs”) of Appendix B of the City’s 
Zoning Ordinance, be received and placed on file; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the matter of repealing Section 520.9 be and is hereby referred 
to the City Planning Commission and the County Planning Board pursuant to Sections 
1110 and 1120 of Appendix B of the Code of Ordinances.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Act on resolution repealing in its entirety Resolution 2024-145, the
City Manager shall issue a report on the City's efforts to fight blight
and promote housing on or before the 15th of every month to include
information on programs, partnerships, grants, enforcement actions,
including civil filings, and that the requirement for monthly reporting
remain in effect until December 16, 2027.

Resolution Number: 2024-298

Sponsor: Gary Brinn

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution amending publication of properties code violators repealing resolution # 2024-145
9.9.2024.doc
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September 9, 2024
RESOLUTION

NO. 2024-______

By Councilmember __________________:

WHEREAS, the City of Elmira’s focus on urban blight includes residential, commercial, and 
industrial properties; and

WHEREAS, City of Elmira housing initiatives include reducing the number of vacant and 
zombie properties in the City, improving the quality of rental properties through encouragement as well 
as the increased enforcement of the Code of Ordinances, and the development of new properties with 
an emphasis on in-fill in the category of “missing middle” properties of two to six units; and

WHEREAS, the City Council celebrates the initiative and creativity of City staff as well as 
public and private partners, and wishes to encourage continued experimentation and innovation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that Resolution 2024-145 on the monthly publication of rental properties with 
code violations, especially where owner conduct results in the lost of tenancy, is repealed in its entirety;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Manager shall issue a report on City of Elmira efforts to fight blight 
and promote housing on or before the fifteenth day of every month; and be it further

RESOLVED, that such monthly reports may include information of programs, partnerships, and 
grants, as well as on enforcement actions, including civil filings; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the requirement for monthly reporting shall remain in effect until December
16, 2027, unless sooner repealed by this Council.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from the City Manager and act on resolution
declaring abandoned and impounded vehicles in the City's possession
set forth on the attached list as surplus property and authorizing the
sale of said vehicles either by an on-line auction by Auctions
International, Inc. or sale of the vehicle to Pick-A-Part in
Horseheads, NY.

Resolution Number: 2024-299

Sponsor: Joseph Duffy

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution surplus vehicles on-line auction sale 9.9.2024.doc
Auction Cars August 2024 #2 9.9.2024.docx
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September 9, 2024

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Council

Dear Councilmembers:

The City’s Department of Public Works’ impound lot on Linden Place contains 
impounded and abandoned vehicles.  The Police Department is recommending the 
disposal of these vehicles.

The following resolution declares these vehicles as City surplus property and authorizes 
the sale of the vehicles outlined on the attached list by way of either an on-line auction by 
Auctions International, Inc. or sale of the vehicles to Pick-A-Part in Horseheads.  

Respectfully submitted,

P. Michael Collins
City Manager
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September 9, 2024
RESOLUTION

NO. 2024 – ____

By Councilmember__________________:

RESOLVED, that the communication from the City Manager regarding the sale of 
City surplus vehicles, be received and placed on file; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Council declares the abandoned and impounded 
vehicles located at the Department of Public Works as surplus property and authorizes the 
sale of the vehicles in the City’s possession set forth on the attached list by way of either 
an on-line auction by Auctions International, Inc. or sale of the vehicles to Pick-A-Part in 
Horseheads, NY.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Auction Cars

CASE # VEHICLE COLOR VIN # KEY DATE LETTER SENT
24EP04938 2008 BMW Red WBAVC73558KX90695 Y 3/19/2024
24EP08485 2012 Chevy Malibu White 1G1ZB5E09CF192522 N 4/4/2024
24EP07833 2005 Ford Focus Gray 3FAFP31N65R101848 N 3/27/2024
24EP04748 2011 Range Rover Black SALSK2D45BA296814 Y 3/19/2024

24EP03912 2000 Toyota Avalon Black 4T1BF28B8YU029934 Y 3/19/2024

24EP17239 2004 Suzuki MC Blue JS1GN7CAX42103234 Y 7/26/2024

24EP20069 1986 Honda VT1 Black 1HFSC1801GA105196 Y 7/26/2024
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from the City Manager and act on resolution
approving the retention of Hunt Engineers Architects Surveyors to
perform certain special engineering services set forth in the attached
proposal pertaining to the pavement replacement project at Fire
Station #1 at a total cost not to exceed $13,100.00 and authorizing
the Mayor to execute an agreement with Hunt Engineers; said
agreement subject to Corporation Counsel approval.

Resolution Number: 2024-300

Sponsor: Mayor Mandell

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution hunt engineer professional services fire station #1 pavement project 9.9.2024.docx
hunt engineers architects proposal Fire Station #1 pavement replacement 9.9.2024.pdf
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September 9, 2024

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Council

Dear Councilmembers:

The Fire Chief has indicated that the parking lot at Fire Station #1 needs the pavement 
replaced.  The City requested Hunt Engineers Architects Surveyors to submit a proposal 
to prepare and perform a survey of the existing project and to create contract drawings 
and specifications for asphalt and subbase removal and replacement.  A copy of Hunt
Engineer’s proposal is attached.  The proposed total cost for Hunt Engineer’s services is 
$13,100.00.  According to the City’s written purchasing policies, City Council must 
approve the expenditure for professional services in excess of $10,000.00.

The attached resolution authorizes the Mayor to enter into an Agreement with Hunt 
Engineers Architects Surveyor to perform the services set forth in Hunt’s proposal.

Respectfully yours,

P. Michael Collins
City Manager
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September 9, 2024
RESOLUTION

NO. 2024 - _____

By Councilmember ____________________

RESOLVED, that the communication from the City Manager regarding the City’s 
retention of Hunt Engineers Architects Surveyors to perform certain special engineering 
services pertaining to the pavement replacement project at Fire Station #1, be received 
and placed on file; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Elmira, New York does hereby 
approve Hunt Engineer’s proposal for professional services pertaining to Fire State #1 at
a total cost not to exceed $13,100.00; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute an agreement 
with Hunt Engineers Architects Surveyors; said agreement subject to the approval of the 
Corporation Counsel.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Act on Lead Hazard Reduction Grant Program Audit.

Resolution Number: 2024-301

Sponsor: Nick Grasso

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
09-09-2024 audit (LEAD).doc
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September 9, 2024
                                                                           

CITY OF ELMIRA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT- LEAD Hazard Reduction Grant

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-______

Councilmember _______________________________

RESOLVED, that the bills in the amount of $157,529.42 are hereby audited for payment for the LEAD 
Hazard Reduction Grant, September 9, 2024.

                    ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE

        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell

Acct. Name Payee Item Amount

Payroll Expenses Payroll Payroll to be reimbursed to CDBG- not to 
exceed

$           3,632.66  

Training Environmental Education 
Assoc.

invoice # 18798 $               570.00 

Office Supplies City Chamberlain invoice #2024-51 $                 22.18 

Telephone City Chamberlain invoice #2024-49 $                 31.24 

Filing Fee Chemung County Clerk Filing Fees $               225.00 

LEAD and Healthy Homes 
Grant

Hughes Structures See attachment for additional information $          28,775.00 

LEAD and Healthy Homes 
Grant

West Construction See attachment for additional information $          23,525.00 

LEAD and Healthy Homes 
Grant

West Construction See attachment for additional information $          21,186.00 

LEAD HEALTHY HOMES 
and HCR Funding

Griffin Construction See attachment for additional information $          83,195.00 

TOTAL $        157,529.42 
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Agenda Summary: Act on Community Development Block Grant Program Audit.

Resolution Number: 2024-302

Sponsor: Mayor Mandell

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
09-09-2024 audit (CDBG;HOME).docx
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September 9, 2024
CITY OF ELMIRA

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-______

Councilmember _______________________________

RESOLVED, that the bills in the amount of $226,865.22 they are hereby audited for payment for 
the Community Development Block Grant, September 9, 2024.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
             AYES                 NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell

Acct. Name Payee Item Amount

Payroll (Rehab and Admin) Payroll Payroll not to exceed $190,000.00 

Zoom City Chamberlain Zoom Subscription $149.90 

Parks City Chamberlain invoice #2024-48 Ernie Davis Park $33,000.00 

Insurance City Chamberlain invoice #2024-09 $3,575.49 

Cell Phone City Chamberlain invoice # 2024-50 $31.24 

Postage City Chamberlain invoice # 2024-46 $45.60 

Office Supplies City Chamberlain invoice # 2024-52 $25.88 

Marketing Gannett New York-
New Jersey LocaliQ

CAPER $32.11 

Filing Fee Chemung County Clerk See attachment for additional 
information

$5.00 

TOTAL $226,865.22
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Agenda Summary: Act on American Rescue Plan Stormwater Audit.

Resolution Number: 2024-303

Sponsor: Nick Grasso

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
STORMWATER.pdf

34

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2817653/STORMWATER.pdf


35



36



Agenda Summary: Act on American Rescue Plan Centertown Parking Garage Audit.

Resolution Number: 2024-304

Sponsor: Joseph Duffy

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
CENTERTOWN.pdf

37

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2817660/CENTERTOWN.pdf


38



39



Agenda Summary: Act on Audit.

Resolution Number: 2024-305

Sponsor: Gary Brinn

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
Cover Sheet Audit sept 9.pdf
Backup Part 1 Sept 9.pdf
Backup Part 2 Sept 9.pdf
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Agenda Summary: Act on resolution to adjourn.

Resolution Number: 2024-306

Sponsor: Nick Grasso

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
Adjournment September 9.docx
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2816801/Adjournment_September_9.pdf


September 9, 2024

RESOLUTION

NO. 2024 –____

By:  _________________________

RESOLVED, that the next meeting for City Council will be a Regular Meeting held on Monday,
September 23, 2024, at 5:30PM; and be it further

RESOLVED, that this meeting is adjourned.

                    ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Wilson

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Brinn

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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