
Elmira City Council
RE: AGENDA, ELMIRA CITY
COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, August 28, 2023 – 5:30 PM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

2023-264
Nick Grasso

Act on resolution dispensing with the minutes of the
Regular Meeting held on Monday, August 14, 2023.

FIRST PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

IDENTIFICATION OF CONSENT ITEMS

PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC HEARING held this 28st day of August, 2023 for
the purpose of receiving written and oral comments from
the public on the City of Elmira’s 2022-2023 Consolidated
Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER).

RESOLUTIONS

2023-265
Mayor Mandell

Resolution Authorizing the Submittal of the City of
Elmira's Round Seven Downtown Revitalization Initiative
Application: Southside Rising.

2023-266
Mayor Mandell

Receive communication from Corporation Counsel and
act on resolution designating the City as the lead agency
pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQR) and that the proposed amendment to the City's
Zoning Ordinance with regard to Tax Map Parcel No.
99.16-4-17.1 (4.4 acres), Lot B, 910 Maple Avenue, will not
have an adverse impact on the environment and
authorizing the City Manager to file a negative
determination; said SEQR form is attached hereto.

2023-267
Mayor Mandell

Receive communication from the City Manager and act on
resolution declaring City-owned vacant properties located
at 717 and 725 Dickinson Street as surplus property,
authorizing a conveyance of the two parcels to Elmira
Downtown Development, Inc. (EDD) for a sale price of
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$1.00 and authorizing the Mayor to execute a quitclaim
deed and other necessary documents conveying the
properties to EDD; said deed subject to Corporation
Counsel approval.

AGREEMENTS

2023-268
Joseph Duffy

Receive communication from Corporation Counsel and
act on resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a 5-
year contract between NYS Unified Court System
(NYSUCS) and the City regarding SFY 2023-2024
through SFY 2027-2028 for janitorial cleaning services to
be provided by the City and the State's obligations for
100% reimbursement to the City for cleaning and minor
repair costs and 25% for building and property
maintenance at a budgeted amount of $61,671.00 for SFY
2023-2024 with 5% increases each year; said agreement
subject to Corporation Counsel approval.

AUDITS

2023-269
Nan Moss

Act on Lead Hazard Reduction Grant Program Audit.

2023-270
Joseph Duffy

Act on Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program Audit.

2023-271
Corey Cooke

Act on Anti Displacement Learning Network Grant
Program Audit.

2023-272
Corey Cooke

Act on Community Development Block Grant Program
Audit.

2023-273
Nan Moss

Act on Audit

SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION

CITY MANAGER REPORT

ADJOURN

2023-274
Joseph Duffy

Act on resolution to adjourn.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Respectfully Submitted,
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Angela J. Williams
City Clerk
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Agenda Summary: Act on resolution dispensing with the minutes of the Regular Meeting
held on Monday, August 14, 2023.

Resolution Number: 2023-264

Sponsor: Nick Grasso

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
Beginning Aug 28.docx
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August 28, 2023

     Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the City of Elmira, 
New York, held at City Hall in said City of Elmira, this 28th day of 
August, 2023.

     The Mayor called the meeting to order and presided.

     The City Clerk called the roll.

     PRESENT:

     ABSENT:

RESOLUTION

NO. 2023- _____    

By Councilmember: ____________________________

     RESOLVED, that the reading of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
this Council held August 14, 2023, be dispensed with and stand 
approved.

                                     ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
        AYES              NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary:
PUBLIC HEARING held this 28st day of August, 2023 for the
purpose of receiving written and oral comments from the public on
the City of Elmira’s 2022-2023 Consolidated Annual Performance
and Evaluation Report (CAPER).

Resolution Number:

Sponsor:

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
Public Hearing Resolution August 28.docx
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August 28, 2023

PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC HEARING held this 28st day of August, 2023 for the purpose of receiving written and oral 
comments from the public on the City of Elmira’s 2022-2023 Consolidated Annual Performance and 
Evaluation Report (CAPER).

APPEARANCES:

In Favor Of: Opened:
Closed:

Opposed:
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Agenda Summary: Resolution Authorizing the Submittal of the City of Elmira's Round
Seven Downtown Revitalization Initiative Application: Southside
Rising.

Resolution Number: 2023-265

Sponsor: Mayor Mandell

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
DRI Round 7 Authorizing Resolution.doc
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August 28, 2023
RESOLUTION NO. 2023 -_____

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL OF THE CITY OF ELMIRA’S ROUND SEVEN 
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVE APPLICATION: SOUTHSIDE RISING. 

Councilmember ____________________________:

WHEREAS, New York State Department of State announced $200 Million available through statewide 
competitive applications for Downtown Revitalization Initiative and New York Forward with one $10 Million 
DRI per region and $4.5 in Million New Forward Grants per region being available; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Elmira’s southern corridor is ready for development and growth since a
Brownfield Opportunity Area Grant was funded by New York State Department of State and was completed in
2016, and the study explored revitalization opportunities and utilization of southside brownfield sites; and 

WHEREAS, as the Department of Community Development staff has analyzed US Census Data on 
employment, public health, housing, and other socio-economic indicators, in order to prepare an application for 
the Southside Rising DRI; and

WHEREAS, the City of Elmira, Chemung County, Southern Tier Economic Growth Inc, and other 
community organizations have formed a collaborative relationship and are actively engaged in planning 
activities to support the revitalization of downtown Elmira; and 

WHEREAS, the Regional Economic Development Council (REDC) will nominate one downtown in 
their region best positioned to take advantage of the DRI, and the City of Elmira desires to be the downtown 
nominated for the Southern Tier.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Department of Community Development is 
hereby authorized to submit a Round Seven Application for the Downtown Revitalization Initiative. 

          ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
              

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from Corporation Counsel and act on
resolution designating the City as the lead agency pursuant to the
State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) and that the
proposed amendment to the City's Zoning Ordinance with regard to
Tax Map Parcel No. 99.16-4-17.1 (4.4 acres), Lot B, 910 Maple
Avenue, will not have an adverse impact on the environment and
authorizing the City Manager to file a negative determination; said
SEQR form is attached hereto.

Resolution Number: 2023-266

Sponsor: Mayor Mandell

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution SEQR rezoning of tax parcel 99.16-4-17.1 lot B Residence P District to Residence A District
8.28.2023.docx.doc
SEQR Form - Lot B 910 Maple Ave - rezoning with map.pdf
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August 28, 2023

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Council

Dear Councilmembers:  

In conjunction with the Council’s consideration of adoption of an Ordinance rezoning 
Tax Map Parcel No. 99.16-4-17.1 (4.4 acres), Lot B, 910 Maple Avenue, it is necessary 
for the Council to consider the environmental impact of the proposed Ordinance.  The 
following resolution designates the City as the lead agency; determines that the Ordinance 
will not have an adverse impact on the environment, and directs that a negative 
declaration be filed.  

Respectfully yours,

John J. Ryan, Jr.
Corporation Counsel
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August 28, 2023
RESOLUTION

NO. 2023 - _________

By Councilmember __________________________:

RESOLVED, that the communication from the Corporation Counsel regarding the 
State Environmental Quality Review procedures pertaining to an Ordinance amending the 
City’s Zoning Ordinance by rezoning Tax Map Parcel No. 99.16-4-17.1, Lot B, 910 
Maple Avenue, be received and placed on file; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, 
6NYCRR, Part 617.6, the City Council of the City of Elmira designates itself as the lead 
agency; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the City Council finds, based on the facts and information 
presented, that the proposed amendment to the City’s Zoning Ordinance will not have an 
adverse impact on the environment; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Manager or his designee shall file a negative 
determination and that such determination shall be filed in accordance with SEQR 
6NYCRR, Part 617.12.  

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from the City Manager and act on resolution
declaring City-owned vacant properties located at 717 and 725
Dickinson Street as surplus property, authorizing a conveyance of the
two parcels to Elmira Downtown Development, Inc. (EDD) for a sale
price of $1.00 and authorizing the Mayor to execute a quitclaim deed
and other necessary documents conveying the properties to EDD;
said deed subject to Corporation Counsel approval.

Resolution Number: 2023-267

Sponsor: Mayor Mandell

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution 2 city-owned Dickinson St lots surplus property conveyance to elmira downtown development
- holiday parade 8.28.2023.doc
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August 28, 2023

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Council

Dear Councilmembers: 

Elmira Downtown Development, Inc. (EDD) coordinates the annual Holiday Parade in 
downtown Elmira.  The parade consists of numerous floats and related displays.  One of 
the important aspects in conducting the parade is the annual storage of the floats and 
related displays.  In the past and presently, the annual rental expense to store the floats 
has been paid by EDD.

The City is the owner of vacant lots commonly known as 717 and 725 Dickinson Street.  
The City has no plans regarding the current or future use of these two vacant lots.

To assist EDD in its promotion and coordination of the annual Holiday Parade, it is 
proposed that the City convey these parcels to EDD for a consideration of One Dollar 
($1.00).  EDD has been awarded America Rescue Plan funding to pay for the erection of 
a structure to house the floats and related display items.

The following resolution declares these two vacant parcels as surplus property and 
authorizes the City to convey the parcels to EDD for a purchase price of One Dollar 
($1.00).

Respectfully yours,

P. Michael Collins
City Manager
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August 128 2023
RESOLUTION

NO. 2023 – ______

By Councilmember_______________________:

RESOLVED, that the communication from the City Manager regarding the City’s 
conveyance of City-owned vacant land commonly known as 717 and 725 Dickinson 
Street in the City to Elmira Downtown Development, Inc. (EDD) for the sale price of 
One Dollar ($1.00) to assist EDD in erecting a structure to house the floats and related 
items displayed in the annual Holiday Parade, be received and placed on file; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Elmira, New York does hereby
declare the properties commonly known as 717 and 725 Dickinson Street (respectively, 
Tax Map No.’s 89.11-3-31 and 89.11-3-35) as surplus property; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the City Council does hereby authorize the conveyance of these 
two parcels to Elmira Downtown Development, Inc. to further EDD’s sponsorship of the 
City’s annual downtown Holiday Parade; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a quitclaim 
deed and other necessary documents conveying said properties to EDD; said deed to be 
subject to the approval of the Corporation Counsel.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Receive communication from Corporation Counsel and act on
resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute a 5-year contract
between NYS Unified Court System (NYSUCS) and the City
regarding SFY 2023-2024 through SFY 2027-2028 for janitorial
cleaning services to be provided by the City and the State's
obligations for 100% reimbursement to the City for cleaning and
minor repair costs and 25% for building and property maintenance at
a budgeted amount of $61,671.00 for SFY 2023-2024 with 5%
increases each year; said agreement subject to Corporation Counsel
approval.

Resolution Number: 2023-268

Sponsor: Joseph Duffy

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
resolution unitied court system cleaning & repairs 5-yr contract 2023-2038 8.28.2023.doc
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August 28, 2023

FOR THE AGENDA
COMMUNICATION

To the Honorable Mayor and Council

Dear Council Members:  

The Elmira City Court is a part of the New York State Unified Court System.  Pursuant to 
the Judiciary Law of the State of New York, the City is required to provide suitable 
facilities and certain services, including janitorial services.  The cost for said services is 
paid by the City.  

Chapter 686 of the Laws of 1996 authorized the State, through the Unified Court System, 
to reimburse the City 100% for expenses incurred in providing the cleaning services and 
the City’s performance of minor repairs, and 25% for maintenance to the court facilities.  

To be eligible for the reimbursement, the City is required to enter into a Five-Year 
Contract agreement with the New York State Unified Court System covering the State 
Fiscal years 2023-2024 through 2027-2028, commencing April 1, 2023 and terminating 
on March 31, 2028.  The following resolution authorizes the Mayor to execute the Five-
Year Contract by which the City agrees to provide the cleaning services and the State 
agrees to reimburse the City in accordance with the State law adopted in 1996.  

Respectfully yours,

John J. Ryan, Jr.
Corporation Counsel
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August 28, 2023 RESOLUTION
NO. 2023 - ______

By Councilmember ___________________:

RESOLVED, that the communication from the Corporation Counsel regarding the 
proposed Five-Year Contract covering the period of State Fiscal year 2023-2024 through 
2027-2028 between the New York State Unified Court System (NYSUCS) and the City 
be received and placed on file; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute a Five-Year 
Contract between NYSUCS and the City of Elmira regarding the SFY 2023-2024 through 
SFY 2027-2028 for janitorial cleaning services to be provided by the City and the State’s 
obligations for 100% reimbursement to the City for cleaning and minor repair costs, and 
25% for building and property maintenance, which budgeted amount is $61,671.00 for 
SFY 2023-2024 with five percent (5%) increases each year; said agreement to be subject 
to the approval of the Corporation Counsel.  

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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Agenda Summary: Act on Lead Hazard Reduction Grant Program Audit.

Resolution Number: 2023-269

Sponsor: Nan Moss

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
08-28-2023 audit (LEAD).doc
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August 28, 2023
                                                                             

CITY OF ELMIRA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT- LEAD Hazard Reduction Grant

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-______

Councilmember _______________________________

RESOLVED, that the bills in the amount of $85,441.93 are hereby audited for payment for the LEAD 
Hazard Reduction Grant, August 28, 2023.

                    ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE

        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell

Acct. Name Payee Item Amount

Payroll Expenses Payroll Payroll to be reimbursed to CDBG- not to 
exceed

$            2,900.00 

Office Supplies City Chamberlain Folders $                 41.03 

Office Equipment Community Development 
Software

invoice # 1929 Housing Developer Pro 
Annual Subscription 

$               900.00 

LEAD and Healthy HOMES 
Grant

Hughes Structures See attachment for additional information $          74,485.00 

Filing Fee Chemung County Clerk See attachment for additional information $                 70.00 

LEAD Testing Eco Testing Services LLC invoice # 1417 $               600.00 

Payroll- Pension New York State and Local 
Retirement System

2024 Regular Pension Contribution, $            6,373.73 

Office Supplies City Chamberlain Pens and Folders $                 28.49 

ADP ADP invoice # 639444554 $                 43.68 

TOTAL $          85,441.93 
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Agenda Summary: Act on Downtown Revitalization Initiative Program Audit.

Resolution Number: 2023-270

Sponsor: Joseph Duffy

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
08-28-2023 audit (DRI).doc
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August 28, 2023

CITY OF ELMIRA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT- Downtown Revitalization Initiative

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-______

Councilmember _______________________________

RESOLVED, that the bills in the amount of $320.81 they are hereby audited for payment for the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative- Activate Buildings Grant, August 8, 2023.

                    ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE

        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell

Acct. Name Payee Item Amount 

DRI- Admin- Purchased 
Services

Labella invoice # 201088 $            320.81

TOTAL $            320.81
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Agenda Summary: Act on Anti Displacement Learning Network Grant Program Audit.

Resolution Number: 2023-271

Sponsor: Corey Cooke

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
08-28-2023 audit (ADLN).docx
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August 28, 2023
CITY OF ELMIRA

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT- ANTI DISPLACEMENT LEARNING NETWORK
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-______

Councilmember _______________________________

RESOLVED, that the bills in the amount of $2,210.95, they are hereby audited for payment for 
the Anti Displacement Learning Network grant, August 28, 2023

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell

Acct. Name Payee Item Amount 
Payroll- Retirement New York State and 

Local Retirement 
System

2024 Regular Pension 
Contribution

$2,153.41

Office Supplies City Chamberlain Folders $27.43
Office Supplies City Chamberlain Folders $30.11

TOTAL $2,210.95
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Agenda Summary: Act on Community Development Block Grant Program Audit.

Resolution Number: 2023-272

Sponsor: Corey Cooke

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
08-28-2023 audit (CDBG;HOME).docx
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August 28, 2023
CITY OF ELMIRA

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-______

Councilmember _______________________________

RESOLVED, that the bills in the amount of $68,294.23 they are hereby audited for payment for 
the Community Development Block Grant, August 28, 2023.

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell

Acct. Name Payee Item Amount

Rehab- Payroll
Admin- Payroll

Payroll Payroll not to exceed $19,000.00

Office Supplies City Chamberlain pens $17.29

Advertising Star Gazette CAPER $22.33

Façade Elmira Downtown 
Development

Signage $1,245.29

Green Streets Elmira Downtown 
Development

Flower beds, planters and tree 
planters

$3,939.27

Payroll- Pension New York State and Local 
Retirement System

2024 Regular Pension Contribution $31,788.86

Office Supplies City Chamberlain folders $80.17

FTHB- Down Payment TBD- Attorney See attachment for additional 
information

$10,000.00

FTHB- Counseling Fee Catholic Charities See attachment for additional 
information

$2,000.00

FTHB-Filing Fee Chemung County Clerk See attachment for additional 
information

$70.00

ADP- General and 
Rehab admin

ADP invoice # 639444554 $131.02

TOTAL $68,294.23
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Agenda Summary: Act on Audit

Resolution Number: 2023-273

Sponsor: Nan Moss

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
Cover Sheet.pdf
Backup Part 1.pdf
Backup Part 2.pdf
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Agenda Summary: Act on resolution to adjourn.

Resolution Number: 2023-274

Sponsor: Joseph Duffy

 

Elmira City Council
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS
 
Adjournment Aug 28.docx
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August 28, 2023

RESOLUTION

NO. 2023 – _____

By:  ___________________________

RESOLVED, that the next meeting for City Council will be a Regular Meeting held on Monday,
September 11, 2023, at 5:30PM; and be it further

RESOLVED, that this meeting is adjourned.

                    ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE
        AYES           NAYS

Councilmember Cooke

Councilmember Moss

Councilmember Franchi

Councilmember Kitching

Councilmember Grasso

Councilmember Duffy

Mayor Mandell
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