Turnbull Creek Land Preservation Committee
Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at 3:00 PM

City Commission Chambers
214 Sams Avenue, New Smyrna Beach, Florida 32168

ROLL CALL

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

WORKSHOP

Workshop Topics

STAFF COMMENTS

MEMBER COMMENTS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to Florida Statutes 286.0105, if an individual decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency or
commission of the City of New Smyrna Beach with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, a record of the
proceedings will be required and the individual will need to ensure that a verbatim transcript of the proceedings is made,
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based. Such person must provide a method
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https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/cityofnsb/f0ace0f91a3165780089de5e6e3f530f0.pdf

for recording the proceedings.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s office in person or by mail at 210 Sams Avenue, New Smyrna Beach, Florida
32168, (386) 410-2630, prior to the meeting.
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THE CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH - CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE
WORKSHOP TOPICS
October 21, 2026

Background:

1. Overview of Turnbull Bond Referendum by either the Natural Lands Manager or
City Attorney.

2. Overview of the land acquired by the Natural Resource Manager.

3. Discussion of types of uses allowed by Conservation Zoning and Future Land Use by
Development Services Director.

4. Public Involvement led by Development Services Director and/or Natural Resource
Manager

Fiscal Analysis:
TBD

Strategic Plan Item:
Yes

Staff Report Created By: Ralph Miller - Natural Resource Manager
Attachments:

Resolution 29-18 Bond Referendum.pdf

2018-11-06 Sample-Ballot w Turnbull Referendum.pdf

Acquired Properties.pdf

FCT#18-021-ff19 Turnbull Creek Watershed Preservation Project.pdf
259 F.S. - Land Acquisitions for Conservation or Recreaton.pdf

253 F.S. - State Lands.pdf

City Conservation Zoning.pdf


https://cityofnsb.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4423445/Resolution_29-18_Bond_Referendum.pdf
https://cityofnsb.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4423446/2018-11-06_Sample-Ballot_w_Turnbull_Referendum.pdf
https://cityofnsb.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4424041/Acquired_Properties.pdf
https://cityofnsb.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4424042/FCT_18-021-ff19_Turnbull_Creek_Watershed_Preservation_Project.pdf
https://cityofnsb.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4424083/259_F.S._-_Land_Acquisitions_for_Conservation_or_Recreaton.pdf
https://cityofnsb.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4424084/253_F.S._-_State_Lands.pdf
https://cityofnsb.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4424085/City_Conservation_Zoning.pdf
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RESOLUTION NO. 29-18

'A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH, VOLUSIA COUNTY,
FLORIDA, SUBMITTING TO REFERENDUM A QUESTION
TO THE REGISTERED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF NEW
SMYRNA BEACH FOR THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL
OBLIGATION BONDS FOR THE PURPOSE ' OF
FINANCING THE ACQUISITION OF LANDS ALONG THE
TURNBULL CREEK WATERSHED IN THE PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF NOT EXCEEDING FIFTEEN MILLION
DOLLARS ($15,000,000), TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 6,
2018; PROVIDING FOR A NOTICE OF AN
ADVERTISEMENT. OF THE BOND REFERENDUM
ELECTION TO BE PUBLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTING
RESOLUTIONS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Constitution, the City Charter and applicable
laws of the State of Florida authorize and empower the City of New
Smyrna Beach to adopt this Resolution; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of New Smyrna Beach
has determined that development of land along the Turnbull Creek
watershed has the potential to pollute the waters of the Turnbull
Creek, Turnbull Bay, Spruce Creek, Indian River, and Atlantic

Ocean, and eliminates wildlife habitat and natural areas, and that -

it is in the best interest of the residents of the City to protect
these lands; and ‘

WHEREAS, the City Commission, based on the foregoing
findings and studies performed by the City’s staff and consultants
and based on requests for such action by the citizenry, believes
that it is necessary to finance all or a portion of the cost of
land acquisition along the Turnbull Creek watershed, together with
costs incidental thereto; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds it to be in the best
interest of the City to issue its General Obligation Bonds, in one
or more series, in the aggregate principal amount of not exceeding
fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000) for the acquisition of land
along the Turnbull Creek watershed; and '
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WHEREAS, it is necessary and essential to call and to hold
a bond referendum submitting the issuance of such Bonds for the
approval or disapproval of the residents who are qualified electors
within the City; and ‘

NOVW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1: Findings. The foregoing "“Whereas” clauses are
hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and correct and are
hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption
hereof. :

SECTION 2: Bond Referendum. That a bond referendum is hereby
ordered to be held in the City on the 6th day of November, 2018 to
determine whether or not there shall be issued the Bonds of the
City in the aggregate principal amount of not exceeding fifteen
million dollars ($15,000,000) for the acquisition of land along
the Turnbull Creek watershed maturing within 30 years from the
date or respective dates of issuance of said Bonds and bearing
interest at a rate or rates not exceeding the legal maximum rate
of interest. The Bonds will be issued for the purpose of financing
the costs of land acquisition for areas along the Turnbull Creek
watershed and to pay the costs of issuing the Bonds, together with
all other costs incidental thereto, for which the full faith and
credit and taxing power of the City shall be pledged. The payment
of the principal of and interest on the Bonds shall be payable at

-such times and in such manner as shall be determined by subsequent

proceedings of the City Commission. The Bonds shall be payable
from ad valorem taxes levied and collected in the City (without
limitation as to rate or amount) on all taxable property in the
City sufficient to pay principal of and interest on such Bonds as
the same become due and payable. The City may also apply other
legally available sources of revenues.

SECTION 3: Municipal Purpose. That the acquisition of land
along the Turnbull Creek watershed will be for a valid municipal
purpose and therefore, accordingly, subject to approval of the
issuance of the Bonds by the qualified electors of the City, the
financing of the costs of such land acquisition through the
issuance of bonds is hereby authorized and approved. The Turnbull
Creek land acquisition will provide a special benefit to the City
by protecting the City’s water quality and preserving wildlife

habitat and natural areas.
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SECTION 4: Turnbull Creek Land Preservation Project. That
the Turnbull Creek Land Preservation Project is more fully
described in Exhibit A hereto.

SECTION 5: One or More Series. That the Bonds may be issued
all at one time or in part in one or more series from time to time
as the City Commission may in its discretion hereafter determine

by subsequent proceedings.

SECTION 6: Voter Approval. That the Bonds shall not be
issued for the Turnbull Creek Land Preservation Project unless
such Bonds authorized for the project are approved at the bond
referendum by a majority of the qualified electors of the City
voting in such election all in the manner provided in the
Constitution and the statutes of the State of Florida. '

SECTION 7: Polling Locations. That ©polling locations or
places shall be determined by the Supervisor of Elections for
Volusia County, Florida, and all qualified electors of the City

~who vote in said election shall vote at said designated polling

places. The polls shall be opened on the date of said bond
referendum from seven o’clock a.m. until seven o’clock p.m. on the
same day, and, in the case of early voting, at such times, on such
days prior to the date of said bond referendum and at such polling
locations or places as determined by the Supervisor of Elections
for Volusia County, Florida. Only the duly qualified electors of
the City will be permitted to vote in said bond referendum.

SECTION 8: Publication of Notice. That the City Attorney
shall prepare and give notice of the bond referendum by causing
appropriate Notice, to be published in accordance with the
provisions of Section 100.342 of the Florida Statutes, at least
twice, once in the fifth week and once in the third week prior to-
the week in which the referendum is held, provided the first
publication shall take place at least thirty (30) days before the
date fixed for election in The Daytona Beach News-Journal, a
newspaper of general circulation within the City. The City
Attorney shall secure from the publisher of said newspaper an
appropriate affidavit of proof that said Notice has been duly
published, as herein set forth, and said affidavit shall be made
a part of the record of the City Commission. '
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SECTION 9: Voting Device. That the vote at- said Dbond
referendum shall be by such voting device/equipment (the
“Device”), as approved by the Florida Department of State pursuant
to the Florida Election Code, comprising Chapter 101 of Florida
Statutes, and in each polling place there shall be at least one
such Device. It shall be the responsibility of the Supervisor of
Elections for Volusia County, Florida, to have prepared and
furnished to the inspectors said Devices in such numbers as shall
be required to carry out the intent of this Resolution, and to

‘have prepared and approved by the proper authorities for use in

said Devices such ballots (or mechanical ballot record) as shall
be necessary to conduct the election of the qualified electors of
the City relative to the question of whether the issuance of Bonds
in the aggregate principal amount of not exceeding fifteen million
dollars ($15,000,000) shall be approved to finance the cost of the
Turnbull Creek Land Preservation Project and to pay the costs of
issuance of the Bonds, together with all other costs incidental
thereto. Ballots in the same general form as hereinafter described
shall be available to absentee voting.

SECTION 10: Form of Ballot. That the ballots to be issued
in said bond referendum shall be substantially in the following
form: '

BALLOT

TURNBULL CREEK WATER QUALITY, WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND
NATURAL AREAS PROTECTION BONDS

- To protect water quality by preventing pollution in Turnbull Creek and Bay, Spruce Creek, the

Indian River, and the Atlantic Ocean and preserve wildlife habitat and natural areas from
development by acquiring land along Turnbull Creek, shall the City of New Smyrna Beach issue
general obligation bonds at rates not exceeding the maximum legal rate, maturing within 30 years,
not exceeding $15 million payable from ad valorem taxes with full public disclosure of all
spending?

YES, FOR BONDS NO, AGAINST BONDS

SECTION 11: Canvassing of Returmns. The return of the wvotes
cast at said election shall be made to and canvassed by the County

‘Canvassing Board, which shall certify the results to the City
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Commission, and the City Commission shall declare the result and
have the same recorded in the minutes of the City Commission. If
a majority of the votes cast at such election in respect to the
issuance of such Bonds shall be “For Bond,” such issuance shall be
approved, and then the Bonds, the issuance of which shall be

" thereby approved, may be issued as hereafter provided by the City

Commission and the Charter.

SECTION 12: Election in Accordance with Florida Law. That

said bond referendum shall in all other respects be held and
conducted in the manner provided in and by the laws of the State
of Florida.

SECTION 13: Saving Clause. Should any section or provision of
this Resolution or portion hereof, any paragraph, sentence, or

-word be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be

invalid, such decision shall not affect the remainder of this
Resolution.

SECTION 14: Conflicts. That all other resolutions or parts
thereof that are in conflict with this resolution are hereby
rescinded and repealed.

SECTION 15: Effective Date. That this resolution shall take
effect immediately upon its adoption.

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CORRECTNESS:

|

CARRIE AVALLONE

" CITY ATTORNEY

DATE:‘ X‘j'?/)ﬁ
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EXHIBIT A

Turnbull Creek Land Preservation Project

Turnbull Creek is a part of the Turnbull Canal System that was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places on August 24, 2007 and is an estuarine waterway located in the west
side of the City of New Smyrna Beach. The flow in Turnbull Creek is to the north into Tumbull
Bay. Turnbull Creek terminates at its intersection with Spruce Creek. Spruce Creek flows east
to the Halifax River approximately two miles north of Ponce Inlet. Due to Turnbull Creek’s
proximity to the Halifax River and Ponce Inlet, it is tidally influenced. State Road 44 essentially
bisects the Turnbull Creek watershed and helps to delineate the transition of Turnbull Creek from
an estuarine waterway.

At this point in time, there are large swaths of land that are undeveloped in this
environmentally sensitive area, as can be seen in the picture below. The City has a unique
opportunity to acquire this land in order to protect this watershed area. Preserving this land
would help diminish the potential for polluting the waters of the Turnbull Creek, Turnbull Bay,
Spruce Creek, Indian River, and Atlantic Ocean, and the destruction of wildlife and habitat areas
from development. The goal of the project is to conserve as much land in this area as is feasible.
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The Within and Foregoing Resolution No. 29-18 as introduced and read before the City
Commission of the City of New Smyrna Beach, Florida, at its Regular Meeting held at
City Hall in said City on August 14, 2018. Motion was made by Commissioner Reiker,
and seconded by Vice Mayor McGuirk, that said Resolution be adopted.

A roll-call vote of the City Commission on said motion to adopt the Resolution
resulted as follows:

COMMISSIONER JACOB D. SACHS Yes
MAYOR JAMES W. HATHAWAY Yes
VICE MAYOR JASON MCGUIRK Yes
COMMISSIONER RANDY HARTMAN Yes
COMMISSIONER JUDY REIKER Yes

Whereupon, the Mayor of the City of New Smyrna Beach, Florida, hereunto set his
official signature, duly attested by the City Clerk, and has caysed the Official Seal of
said City to be hereunto affixed for the purpose of authentj€ity and as is required by
law.

 As.Mayor of the City of New
Smyrna Beach, Florida

Florida

RESOLUTION NO. 29-18
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Lisa LEwis, SuPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
125 W. New York Avenue, DeLand, FL 32720-5415
Phone: (386) 736-5930

Email: elections@volusia.org
(Correo Electronico)

Fax: (386) 822-5715

Web site: www.volusiaelections.org

1

(Sitio Web)

r

General Election
November 6, 2018 - Sample Ballot

Eleccion General
6 de noviembre 2018 - Papeleta de Muestra

Check your Voter Registration & Vote-by-Mail Ballot Status:

Voters may verify the status of their Voter Registration or Vote-by-Mail Ballot by accessing the
Department of Elections Web site: www.volusiaelections.org.

Verifigue el Estado de su Registro de Votante & su Papeleta de Voto-por-Correo:

Los electores pueden verificar el estado de su Registro de Votante o Papeleta de Voto Ausente
- 2 través del Internet del Departamento de Elecciones: www.volusiaelections.org.

r

I

VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT

+ All registered and eligible voters in the
county may choose to vote by mail.

» Simply visit volusiaelections.org or call
386-736-5930 to request your vote-by-
mail ballot.

PAPELETA DE VOTO-POR-CORREO

» Todos los votantes registrados y elegibles
en el condado pueden optar para votar
por correo.

» Simplemente visite volusiaelections.org
o llame al 386-736-5930 para solicitar su
papeleta de voto-por-correo.

1L
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EARLY VOTING
* October 27 - November 4
* 7am-7 pm

» Voters may cast a ballot prior to Election
Day at any designated Early Voting Site.

» Voted vote-by-mail ballots may be
accepted at any designated Early Voting
Site prior to Election Day.

» The five Early Voting Sites are listed
below:

VOTACION TEMPRANA
e 27 de octubre - 6 de noviembre

s 7am-7 pm

* Los electores pueden votar una papeleta
antes del Dia de Eleccion en cualquier
sitio de Votacién Temprana.

* Las papeletas votadas de voto-por-correo
pueden ser aceptadas en cualquier Sitio
de Votacién Temprana designada antes
del Dia de Eleccion.

* Los cinco lugares de Votacion Temprana
se enumeran a continuacion:

Deland Area:
County Administration Bldg.
123 W. Indiana Avenue

Deltona Area:
Deltona Regional Library
2150 Eustace Avenue

Daytona Beach Area:
City Island Library
105 E. Magnolia Avenue

Ormond Beach Area:
Ormond Beach Regional Library
30 S. Beach Street

New Smyrna Beach Area:
New Smyrna Beach Regional Library
1001 S. Dixie Freeway

&

United States Senator
Senador de los Estados Unidos
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Nonpartisan
No Partidista

The City of Daytona Beach
La Ciudad de Daytona Beach

o Rick Scott REP
O Bill Nelson DEM
o

Write-In / Por Escrito

Justice of the Supreme Court
Juez de la Tribunal Suprema

Representative in Congress District 6
Representante en el Congreso Distrito 6
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

REP
DEM

o Michael Waltz
© Nancy Soderberg

Shall Justice Alan Lawson of the Supreme
Court be retained in office?

¢ Sera el Juez Alan Lawson de la Corte
Suprema ser retenido en oficina?

o Yes/Si
© No/No

City Commissioner Zone 1
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Fifth District Court of Appeal
Tribunal de Apelacion del Distrito Quinto

o Danny Fuqua
© Ruth Trager

Only eligible voters residing in Zone 1 in
The City of Daytona Beach may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la
Zona 1 de La Ciudad de Daytona Beach pueden votar en
esta carrera.

Governor and Lieutenant Governor
Gobernador y Gobernador Teniente
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Shall Justice Eric Eisnaugle of the Fifth
District Court of Appeal be retained in
office?

¢ Sera el Juez Eric Eisnaugle de la Corte
de Apelacion del Quinto Distrito ser
retenido en oficina?

o Yes/Si
© No/No

City Commissioner Zone 3
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 3
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Quanita May
© Amy Pyle
Only eligible voters residing in Zone 3 in
The City of Daytona Beach may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la
Zona 3 de La Ciudad de Daytona Beach pueden votar en
esta carrera.

Circuit Judge

7th Judicial Circuit, Group 15

Juez del Circuito

Circuito Judicial Séptimo, Grupo 15
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

City Commissioner Zone 5
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 5
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Linda L. Gaustad
© Ryan Will

County Council Member District 1
Miembro del Consejo del Condado Distrito 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Katienna Brown-Gardner

© Dannette Henry

Only eligible voters residing in Zone 5 in
The City of Daytona Beach may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la
Zona 5 de La Ciudad de Daytona Beach pueden votar en
esta carrera.

o Barbara Girtman

O Pat Patterson

Only eligible voters residing in
County Council District 1 may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el Consejo
del Condado Distrito 1 pueden votar en esta carrera.

City of Daytona Beach Shores
Ciudad de Daytona Beach Shores

Mayor
Alcalde
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

County Council Member District 3
Miembro del Consejo del Condado Distrito 3
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Lorraine Geiger
© Nancy Miller

o Michael J. Arminio
© Deborah A. “Deb” Denys

Only eligible voters residing in
County Council District 3 may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el Consejo
del Condado Distrito 3 pueden votar en esta carrera.

City Council Seat 4
Consejo de la Ciudad Escafio 4
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

School Board Member District 1
Miembro de la Junta Escolar Distrito 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Michael Politis
© John Schmitz

Municipal Referenda
Referéndos Municipales

Referendum Number 1
Referéndum Numero 1

o Al Bouie

© Jamie Michele Haynes
Only eligible voters residing in
School Board District 1 may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la
Junta Escolar Distrito 1 pueden votar en esta carrera.

o Ron DeSantis REP
Jeanette Nufiez

© Andrew Gillum DEM
Chris King

© Darcy G. Richardson REF
Nancy Argenziano

© Ryan Christopher Foley NPA
John Tutton Jr.

O Kyle “KC” Gibson NPA
Ellen Wilds

O Bruce Stanley NPA
Ryan Howard McJury

o

Write-In / Por Escrito

Attorney General

Fiscal General

(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Ashley Moody REP

O Sean Shaw DEM

O Jeffrey Marc Siskind NPA

Chief Financial Officer

Jefe Oficial Financiero

(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Jimmy Patronis REP

O Jeremy Ring DEM

o

Write-In / Por Escrito

Commissioner of Agriculture

Comisionado de Agricultura

(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Matt Caldwell REP

O Nicole “Nikki” Fried DEM

State Senator District 14

Senador Estatal Distrito 14

(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Dorothy L. Hukill REP

O Melissa “Mel” Martin DEM

Only eligible voters residing in
State Senate District 14 may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el Distrito
del Senador Estatal 14 pueden votar en esta carrera.

School Board Member District 5
Miembro de la Junta Escolar Distrito 5
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

State Representative District 24
Representante Estatal Distrito 24
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Ruben Colon

© Melody Johnson
Only eligible voters residing in
School Board District 5 may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la
Junta Escolar Distrito 5 pueden votar en esta carrera.

Volusia Soil and Water
Conservation District Seat 1
El Distrito de Conservacion de

Tierra y Aguas de Volusia Escaino 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Amendment to limit persons to two terms
on City Council

An amendment to amend the City Charter
to limit persons to election or appointment
to no more than two terms on City Council
regardless of when the terms are served.
This amendment defines a term as more
than half of a full term.

Enmienda para limitar a las personas a dos
términos en el Concejo Municipal

Una enmienda para enmendar la Carta de
Ciudad para limitar a las personas por
eleccién o nombramiento a no mas de

dos términos en el Concejo Municipal,
independientemente de cuando se cumplan
los términos. Esta enmienda define un
término como mas de la mitad de un
término completo.

o Yes/Si
© No/No

o William Bliss
© Derrick Orberg

Referendum Number 2
Referéndum Numero 2

Volusia Soil and Water
Conservation District Seat 3
El Distrito de Conservacion de

Tierra y Aguas de Volusia Escaino 3
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Beth James
© Wesley Wayne Wilson Jr.
© Christine Wilt

Volusia Soil and Water
Conservation District Seat 5

El Distrito de Conservacion de
Tierra y Aguas de Volusia Escaiio 5
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

accessible for persons with disabilities.

Todos los Sitios de Votacion Temprana
y los Precinctos son accesibles para

personas impedidas.

I

1L o

Prior to voting, the voter shall be required

to present a current and valid picture
and signature identification. For a listing
of acceptable photo and signature
identifications, visit volusiaelections.org or
call (386) 736-5930.

Antes de votar, el votante debera presentar

una identificacion actual y valida con

fotografia y firma. Para obtener una lista
de las identificaciones aceptables de foto
y firma, visite volusiaelections.org o llame
j_Ial (386) 736-5930.

1L

gl I
g .| © Paul Renner REP
| L
ELECTION DAY O Adam Morley DEM
o Only eligible voters residing in
Tuesday, November 6, 2018 State Representative District 24 may vote in this race.
* 7:00 am - 7:00 pm Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el Distrito
. \loters must vote at their assigned del Representante Estatal 24 pueden votar en esta carrera.
precinct of record. State Representative District 25
* Voted Vote-by-mail ballots cannot be Representante Estatal Distrito 25
turned in at precincts. (Vote for One / Vote por Uno)
i i o Tom Leek REP
DIA DE ELECCION o Kathleen “Katie” Tripp DEM
* martes, 6 de noviembre 2018 o Joseph “Joe” Hannoush LPF
e 7:00 am - 7:00 pm Only eligible voters residing in
. State Representative District 25 may vote in this race.
* Los electores deben votar en su precinto ) _ o
. d | hi Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el Distrito
asignado en el archivo. del Representante Estatal 25 pueden votar en esta carrera.
* Las papeletas de voto-por-correo S TR
votadas no pueden ser entregadas a los ate Representative Distric
int fo pueden 9 Representante Estatal Distrito 26
5 precintos. I (Vote for One / Vote por Uno)
iy 1 | © Elizabeth Fetterhoff REP
All Early Voting Sites and Precincts are || | © Patrick Henry DEM

Only eligible voters residing in
State Representative District 26 may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el Distrito
del Representante Estatal 26 pueden votar en esta carrera.

o J. Mark Barfield
© Andy Kelly
© David Schaefer

State Representative District 27
Representante Estatal Distrito 27
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

West Volusia Hospital Authority

Group A, Seat 1

La Autoridad de Hospital de West Volusia
Grupo A, Escaino 1

(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Charter amendment limiting persons to
two terms as Councilmember applies to
current and former Councilmembers

An amendment to amend the City Charter to
apply the amendment limiting persons to
serve only two terms (if it is adopted) to
current and former Councilmembers and
would include prior and current terms served
in applying the limitation.

Enmienda a la carta limitando a las
personas a dos términos como Miembro
del Concejo se aplica a miembros del
Consejo actuales y anteriores

Una enmienda para enmendar la Carta
de Ciudad para aplicar la enmienda que
limita a las personas a servir solo dos
términos (si se adopta) a los miembros
actuales y anteriores del Concejo y incluiria
los términos anteriores y actuales en la
aplicacion de la limitacion.

o Yes/Si
© No/No

REP
DEM

o David Santiago
© Carol Lawrence

Only eligible voters residing in
State Representative District 27 may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el Distrito
del Representante Estatal 27 pueden votar en esta carrera.

o John M. Hill
© Voloria Manning

West Volusia Hospital Authority

Group B, Seat 1

La Autoridad de Hospital de West Volusia
Grupo B, Escaiio 1

(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Webster Barnaby
© Dolores Guzman

West Volusia Hospital Authority

Group B, Seat 2

La Autoridad de Hospital de West Volusia
Grupo B, Escaiio 2

(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Michael Ray
© Kathie D. Shepard

NEED A RIDE TO THE POLLS?

Ride for Free with your Voter
Information Card!

Votran is offering free transportation to
registered voters travelling to the polls on
Election Day.

¢(NECESITAS UN PASEO
A LAS ENCUESTAS?

iMonte por Gratis con su Tarjeta de
Informacion Electoral!

Votran esta ofreciendo transporte gratis
a los votantes registrados que viajan a

City of DeBary
Ciudad de DeBary

City of Edgewater
Ciudad de Edgewater

City of Orange City
Ciudad de Orange City

City Council Seat 3
Consejo de la Ciudad Escaiio 3
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Mayor
Alcalde
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Council Member at Large
Miembro del Consejo la Silla General
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Howard Gates
O Patricia Stevenson

o Mike Ignasiak
© Mike Thomas

o O. William “Bill” Crippen
© Gaea Nunez

City Council Seat 4
Consejo de la Ciudad Escaro 4
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

City Council District 1
Consejo de la Ciudad Distrito 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

City Council Member Seat 4
Miembro del Consejo de la Ciudad Escaiio 4
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Phyllis Butlien
© Eugene G. Kowalski

© Rocky Dorcy
© Christine Elaine Power

City of DeBary Municipal Referendum
Ciudad de DeBary Referéndum Municipal

Referendum for Community Center
Construction Bonds

Shall the City of DeBary, Florida, fund
construction of a community center

facility for civic, social, educational, and
recreational activities for City residents,

and all capital and land acquisition costs
associated therewith, by issuing general
obligation bonds not to exceed $12,500,000
bearing interest not to exceed the maximum
legal rate, maturing within 30 years,
payable from a levy of ad valorem taxes on
all taxable property in the City.

Referéndum Para Bonos del Construccion
para Centro Social

¢ Debera la Ciudad de DeBary, Florida,
financiar la construccion de un centro

social para actividades civicas, sociales,
educativas y recreativas para los

residentes de la ciudad, y todos los costos
de adquisicion de capital y de la tierra
asociados a los mismos, emitiendo bonos
de obligacién general que no excedan los
$12,500,000 con intereses que no excedan
la tasa legal maxima, vencimiento dentro de
30 afios, pago de un aumento de impuestos
ad valorem a todas las propiedades sujetas
a impuestos en la ciudad?

O Yes/Si
O No/No

City of New Smyrna Beach
Ciudad de New Smyrna Beach

o Kellianne Marks
© Anthony Pupello

Only eligible voters residing in Seat 4 in
the City of Orange City may vote in this race.
Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el
Escafio 4 de la Ciudad de Orange City pueden votar en
esta carrera.

Mayor
Alcalde
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Lisa Martin
O Russ Owen

City of Ormond Beach
Ciudad de Ormond Beach

City Commissioner Zone 1
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Mayor
Alcalde
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Peggy Belflower
© Michael Kolody

o Rob Bridger
O Bill Partington

City Commissioner Zone 2
Camisionado de la Ciudad Zona 2

VEROR NOT B fp e

City Commissioner Zone 1
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o f ever ~ ~WIED
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Municipal Referendum
Referéndum Municipal

City of DeLand

Runoff Election

Ciudad de DeLand
Eleccion de Desempate

City Commissioner Seat 5
Comisionado de la Ciudad Escaio 5
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Markesha James
O Kevin Reid

City of Deltona
Ciudad de Deltona

Mayor
Alcalde
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Santiago Avila Jr.
© Heidi K. Herzberg

City Commission District 1
Comisionado de la Ciudad Distrito 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Loren King

O Willie Thomas Stephens
Only eligible voters residing in District 1 in
the City of Deltona may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el
Distrito 1 de la Ciudad de Deltona pueden votar en esta
carrera.

Turnbull Creek Water Quality, Wildlife
Habitat, and Natural Areas Protection Bonds
To protect water quality by preventing
pollution in Turnbull Creek and Bay,

Spruce Creek, the Indian River, and the
Atlantic Ocean and preserve wildlife habitat
and natural areas from development

by acquiring land along Turnbull Creek,
shall the City of New Smyrna Beach

issue general obligation bonds at rates

not exceeding the maximum legal rate,
maturing within 30 years, not exceeding
$15 million payable from ad valorem taxes
with full public disclosure of all spending?

Turnbull Creek Calildad del Agua, Habitat
de Vida Silvestre, y Areas Naturales Bonos
de Proteccion

¢ Para proteger la calidad del agua por la
prevencion de contaminacion en Turnbull
Creek y Bay, Spruce Creek, el Indian River,
y el Océano Atlantico, y preservar el habitat
de la vida silvestre y las areas naturales
del desarrollo mediante la adquisicion de
tierras a lo largo de Turnbull Creek, debera
la Ciudad de New Smyrna Beach publicar
bonos de obligacién general a tasas que no
excedan la tasa legal maxima, vencimiento
dentro de 30 afos, excediendo no mas de
$15 millones pagaderos de impuestos ad
valorem con la revelacion publica completa
de todos los gastos?

o Yes, For Bonds /
Si, Para los Bonos

o No, Against Bonds /
No, Contra de los Bonos

o Kathy Maloney Johnson
© Dwight Selby

Only eligible voters residing in Zone 1 in
the City of Ormond Beach may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la
Zona 1 de la Ciudad de Ormond Beach pueden votar en
esta carrera.

City Commissioner Zone 2
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 2
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Joe Dugan
© David W. Glasser
© Troy Kent

Only eligible voters residing in Zone 2 in
the City of Ormond Beach may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la
Zona 2 de la Ciudad de Ormond Beach pueden votar en
esta carrera.

City Commissioner Zone 3
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 3
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Sandy Kauffman
O Susan S. Persis

Only eligible voters residing in Zone 3 in
the City of Ormond Beach may vote in this race.
Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la

Zona 3 de la Ciudad de Ormond Beach pueden votar en
esta carrera.

City Commissioner Zone 4
Comisionado de la Ciudad Zona 4
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Barry W. du Moulin
O Rob Littleton
© David J. Romeo

Only eligible voters residing in Zone 4 in
the City of Ormond Beach may vote in this race.
Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en la

Zona 4 de la Ciudad de Ormond Beach pueden votar en
esta carrera.

City of Oak Hill
Ciudad de Oak Hill

Town of Pierson
Pueblo de Pierson

City Commissioner District 3
Comisionado de la Ciudad Distrito 3
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

City Commission Seat 1
Comisionado de la Ciudad Escaiio 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

Town Council Seat 1

Consejo del Pueblo Escaiio 1
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o H. Lester Carrero

© Maritza Vazquez
Only eligible voters residing in District 3 in
the City of Deltona may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el
Distrito 3 de la Ciudad de Deltona pueden votar en esta
carrera.

o Mike Arman
O Linda C. Hyatt

o Lambert James Anderson
O James T. Peterson

City Commissioner District 4
Comisionado de la Ciudad Distrito 4
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

© Robert “Bob” McFall

© Ruben Munoz
Only eligible voters residing in District 4 in
the City of Deltona may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el
Distrito 4 de la Ciudad de Deltona pueden votar en esta
carrera.

City Commissioner District 5
Comisionado de la Ciudad Distrito 5
(Vote for One / Vote por Uno)

o Donald Freeman

© Victor M. Ramos

Only eligible voters residing in District 5 in
the City of Deltona may vote in this race.

Solamente los votantes elegibles que residen en el
Distrito 5 de la Ciudad de Deltona pueden votar en esta
carrera.

i

VOTER INFORMATION CARD

district representatives.

» The Voter Information Card, although no longer used as a form of identification
to vote, is a useful tool as it contains your voting precinct, polling location and

TARJETA DE INFORMACION ELECTORAL

» La Tarjeta de Informacion Electoral, aunque ya no se utiliza como una forma de
identificacion para votar, es un instrumento util tal como contiene su precinto de
votacion, sitio de votacion y los representantes de los distritos.
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Lisa Lewis

Supervisor of Elections
Volusia County, Florida
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
Environmental Protection

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399

August 12, 2019

Nancy Maddox, Director
Leisure Services

City of New Smyrna Beach
210 Sams Avenue

New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168

RE: Grant Agreement
FCT #18-021-FF19
Turnbull Creek Watershed Preservation Project

Dear Ms. Maddox:

Ron DeSantls
Governor

Jeanette Nuiiez
Lt. Governor

Noah Valensteln
Secretary

Enclosed please find one fully executed original of the Grant Agreement for the
above-referenced Florida Communities Trust (FCT) Project. Also enclosed is a
fully executed Confidentiality Agreement for your records. Please keep these for
your files. If you have any questions, please contact me at (850) 245-2683 or

rita.ventry@floridadep.gov .

We will be contacting you at a later date to go over the next steps in our

process. We look forward to working with you on a successful FCT grant project.

Sincerely,

RSNy

Rita Ventry, FCCM
Planner IV

Florida Communities Trust
/rv

Enclosure
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DEP AGREEMENT NUMBER: F1921

FCT PROJECT NUMBER: 18-021-FF19

PROJECT NAME: TURNBULL CREEK WATERSHED
PRESERVATION PROJECT

CSFA NUMBER: 37.078
GRANT AGREEMENT

THIS GRANT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is entered imto by and between the

FLORIDA COMMUNITIES TRUST (“FCT”), a non-regulatory agency and instrumentality
within the State of Florida, Department of Environmental Protection (“Department”), and the

CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH, a Florida local government (“Recipient”). All capitalized
terms are used as they are defined in Rules 62-818 and 62-819, F.A.C.

THIS AGREEMENT IS ENTERED INTO PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING:

WHEREAS, the intent of this Agreement is to impose terms and conditions on the lands
acquired under the Florida Communities Trust Act (“Project Sites”). These terms and conditions
are necessary to ensure compliance with Florida law and provisions of Sections 259.105, 259.1051

and Chapter 380, Part III, Florida Statutes (“F.S.”). -

WHEREAS, Chapter 380, Part I, F.S., the Florida Communities Trust Act, creates a non-
regulatory agency within the Department to assist local governments in conserving natural
resources, resolving land use conflicts, and implementing and bringing into compliance the
conservation, recreation and open space, and coastal elements of their comprehensive plans by
providing financial assistance to local governments and nonprofit environmental organizations to
carry out projects and activities authorized by the Florida Communities Trust Act.

WHEREAS, Rule 62-818, Florida Administrative Code (‘F.A.C.”) sets forth the
procedures for the evaluation and selection of lands proposed for acquisition and Rule 62-819,

F.A.C. sets forth the acquisition procedures.

WHEREAS, on June 6, 2019, the FCT Governing Board approved selected projects to
receive approval for funding.

WHEREAS, the Recipient’s Project (“Project”), described in anapplication submitted for
evaluation, was selected for funding in accordance with Rule 62-818, FA.C., and by executing
this Agreement the Recipient reaffirms the representations made in its application.

WHEREAS, Rule 62-818.009, F.A.C. authorizes FCT to imposeconditions on those FCT
applicants whose projects are selected for funding.

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Agreement is to set forth the conditions that must be
satisfied by the Recipient prior to the disbursement of any FCT Florida Forever funds, specify the
restrictions imposed on the Project Site, and establish the site management requirements for the

Project Site after its acquisition.

DEP Agreement No. F1921 Page 1 of 23
FCT Project No. 18-021-FF19
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NOW THEREFORE, FCT and Recipient mutually agree as follows:

L. PERIOD OF AGREEMENT

1. This Agreement will begin upon execution by both Parties and, will remain in effect
unless the Agreement is released by FCT pursuant to the terms of the Agreement, the Dedication
to Public Use and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants, and the rules and statutes governing the
program. FCT agrees to make funding under this Agreement available for one year after the date
of execution, unless extended or terminated earlier.

2. FCT may extend funding under this Agreement beyond one year if the Recipient
demonstrates that it has made significant progress toward approval of the Project Plan or that
extenuating circumstances beyond the Recipient’s control warrant an extension of time. Recipient
must request an extension in writing, fully explaining the reasons for the delay and why the
extension is necessary. A written request for an extension must be submitted prior to the date

funding expires.

FCT may, in its sole discretion, consent to an extension of funding under this Agreement. The
decision to consent to an extension and the length of the extension will depend upon an analysis
of various factors, including the needs and goals of FCT; the ability and willingness of Recipient
to perform under the terms of this Agreement; the good standing of the Recipient (including any
entity related to or affiliated with Recipient); the Recipient’s past record of performance, including
submission of required reports and audits (as applicable); and other factors relevant to FCT
mandates. FCT, in its sole discretion, reserves the right not to extend funding under this

Agreement beyond the initial term.

If the Recipient does not request a written funding extension, or if a requested written funding
extension is not granted by FCT, the Recipient’s FCT Award will be rescinded and this Agreement

will terminate pursuant to its terms and conditions.

II. MODIFICATION OF AGREEMENT

Either Party may request modification(s) of the provisions of this Agreement at any time. Changes
that are mutually agreed upon will be valid only when reduced to writingand duly signed by each

of the Parties. Such amendments will be incorporated into this Agreement.

III. DEADLINES

1. At least two original copies of this Agreement must be executed by the Recipient
and returned to the FCT office at 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard MS #115, Tallahassee, FL
32399 within 45 days of receipt by the Recipient. If the Recipient requires more than one original
document, the Recipient may photocopy the number of additional copies aeeded and then execute
each as an original document. Upon receipt of the signed Agreements, FCT will execute the
Agreements, retain one original copy, and return all other executed copies to the Recipient.

DEP Agreement No. F1921 Page 2 of 23
FCT Project No. 18-021-FF19
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2. The Recipient and/or its representatives will adhere to all Project deadlines and
devise a method for monitoring the Project. FCT will strictly enforce the deadlines provided by
this Agreement in addition to any deadlines associated with any FCT activity relating to the
Project. Recipient’s failure to comply with Project deadlines may cause FCT to terminate

this Agreement.

3. The Recipient must submit the documentation required by this Agreement to FCT
as soon as possible so that FCT may reimburse the Project Costs in an expeditious manner.

4. If the Recipient is identified in paragraph V.4. below as the party responsible for
negotiation and acquisition activities, Recipient must provide a montbly status report to FCT of
Project Site acquisition activities. The monthly report must contain the dates that appraisals are
ordered and due, the dates that purchase agreements are sent to sellers, and the status of each

contract, as appropriate.

5. No later than July 22, 2019, the Recipient must deliver to FCT the executed
Confidentiality Agreement provided to the Recipient by FCT (Attachment B), pursuant to Rule
62-819.008(3), F.A.C. No acquisition activity may commence prior to FCT receiving the executed

Confidentiality Agreement.

6. The party named in paragraph V.4. below as the party responsible for all negotiation
and acquisition activities must provide the following within 120 days of execution of this Grant

Agreement unless extended by DEP:

a. Title report(s) and appraisal(s), as required by Rules 62-819.005 and 62-819.007,
F.A.C. Prior to the delivery of awarded FCT funds, FCT staff will review the appraisal(s)
and determine the maximum amount that may be reimbursed by the State.

b. Purchase Agreement(s), as defined by Rule 62-819.010, F.A.C., based on the
Acquisition Plan, if applicable, to be approved by FCT and sentto the property owner(s)
upon receipt of the appraisal review memo from FCT establishing the maximum amount

that may be reimbursed by the State.

7. The Recipient must develop the Project Site in accordance with the FCT Grant
Agreement and open the developed Project Site to the public within three (3) years of the date of
final disbursement of the FCT Award or pursuant to the timeline outlined in the approved
Management Plan. The Recipient may request an extension of this provision by requesting a
modification or revision to the approved Management Plan by submitting a written request to the

Trust pursuant to Rule 62-818.011(3), F.A.C.

IV. FUNDING PROVISIONS

1. The FCT Florida Forever Award granted to the Recipient (“FCT Award”) will in
no event exceed Forty percent (40%) of the final Project Costs, as more fully defined in Rule 62-
818.002(33), F.A.C., or Three Million Six Hundred Twenty Thousand dollars ($3,620,000.00),
unless FCT approves a different amount. The Recipient will be reimbursed, as outlined in this

DEP Agreement No. F1921 Page 3 0f 23
FCT Project No. 18-021-FF19
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Agreement, for eligible costs as defined in Rule 62-818.002(33), F.A.C., and identified in the
Project Plan.

: 2. The FCT Award is based on the Recipient’s estimate of final Project Costs in its
application, as well as the Limitation of Award provided in Rule 62-818.003(7), F.A.C., and
advertised in the Notice of Application. When disbursing the FCT Award, FCT will recognize
only those Project Costs consistent with the definition in Rule 62-818.002(33), F.A.C.

3. If Recipient’s Acquisition Costs exceed the amount indicated in the application,
FCT’s reimbursement will be limited to the amount or percentage estimated in the application.

4. FCT will participate in the land cost at either a percentage of the actual purchase
price or the maximum reimbursement amount, whichever is less. The maximum reimbursement
amount is established by the approved appraised value of the property as established by Rules 18-
1.006 and 18-1.007, F.A.C. If the Recipient purchased the property for more than the approved
appraised value, FCT can only reimburse a percentage of the appraised value (the percentage
indicated in the Recipient’s application). If the Recipient purchased the property without obtaining
an appraisal, the Recipient is required to obtain appraisals pursuant to Rule 62-819.007, F.A.C., to
determine the value of the property before the acquisition.

5. The FCT Governing Board selected the Recipient’s application for funding to
acquire the entire Project Site identified in the application. FCT reserves the right to withdraw or
adjust the FCT Award if the acreage that comprises the Project Site is reduced, or the project design
is changed so that the objectives of the acquisition cannot be achieved. FCT will consider any
request for Project Site boundary modification in accordance with the procedures set forth in Rule

62-818.014, F.A.C.

6. If the Project Site is comprised of multiple parcels and multiple owners, an
Acquisition Plan, as defined in Rule 62-818.002(2), F.A.C., was required in the application. FCT
reserves the right to withdraw or adjust the FCT Award if the priority parcel(s) or a significant
portion of the Project Site identified in the Acquisition Plan cannot be acquired.

7. The FCT Award will be delivered either in the form of Project Costs prepaid by
FCT to vendors if additional due diligence products are required, in the form of a State of Florida
warrant, or by electronic funds transfer (EFT). If the Recipient is requiredto obtain additional due
diligence products (e.g. appraisals, appraisal reviews, surveys, title information, and the like), the
cost of those products will be deducted from the final disbursement amount.

8. FCT will prepare a grant reconciliation statement showing the amount of Match
provided by the Recipient (as applicable and if any is required) and showing the amount of the
FCT Award. The grant reconciliation statement will reflect funds expeaded by FCT for Project

Costs as part of the FCT Award.

9. If a Match is required, it must be delivered in an approved form as provided in Rule
62-818.002(25), F.A.C. Funds expended by the Recipient for Project Costs will be recognized in
the Match amount on the grant reconciliation statement. If the Project Siteis comprised of multiple

DEP Agreement No. F1921 Page 4 0f 23
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parcels, the Recipient must deliver at the closing of each parcel the share of the Match that
corresponds to the parcel being closed. Funds expended by the Recipient for Project Costs will be
recognized in the Match amount on the grant reconciliation statement.

10. By executing this Agreement, the Recipient affirms thatit is ready, willing, and
able to provide any required Match.

11.  If the Recipient is the local government having jurisdiction over the Project Site,
and the Recipient takes action that results in a governmentally-derived higher Project Site land
value because of an “enhanced highest and best use,” FCT will terminate acquisition activities
unless the Seller demonstrates that the appraisal(s) were based on the “highest and best use” for
the Project Site prior to the FCT Governing Board selection meeting. Alternatively, the Recipient
can arrange for new appraisals based on the previous highest and best use.

12.  FCT’s performance and obligation to pay under this Agreement is contingent upon
an annual appropriation by the Florida Legislature. This Agreement is nota commitment of future
appropriations. Authorization for continuation and completion of work and any associated
payments may be rescinded, with proper notice, at the discretion of FCT if the Legislature reduces

or eliminates appropriations.

13.  The accounting systems for all Recipients must ensure that these funds are not
commingled with funds from other agencies. Funds from each agency must be accounted for
separately. Recipients are prohibited from commingling funds on either aprogram-by-program or
a project-by-project basis. Funds specifically budgeted or received for one project may not be
used to support another project. Where a Recipient's or subrecipient’s accounting system cannot
comply with this requirement, the Recipient or subrecipient must establish a system to provide
adequate fund accountability for each project it has been awarded.

14. If FCT finds that funds have been commingled, FCT has the right to demand a
refund, either in whole or in part, of the funds provided to the Recipient under this Agreement.
The Recipient, upon written notification from FCT, must refund the amomt of money demanded.
Interest on any refund will be based on the prevailing rate used by the State Board of
Administration. Interest will be calculated from the date(s) the original payment(s) are received
from FCT by the Recipient to the date repayment is made by the Recipient to FCT.

15.  If the Recipient recovers costs from another source that were incurred under this
Agreement and reimbursed by FCT, the Recipient must reimburse FCT for all recovered funds.
Interest on any refund will be based on the prevailing rate used by the State Board of
Administration. Interest will be calculated from the dates the payments are recovered by the
Recipient to the date repayment is made to FCT by the Recipient.

16.  FCT must approve the terms under which the interest in land was acquired pursuant
to Section 380.510(3), F.S. Such approval is deemed given when FCT approves and delivers the

FCT award.
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17.  All real property must be obtained through a Voluntarily-Negotiated Transaction,
as defined in Rule 62-818.002(46), F.A. C. The use of or threat of condemnation is not considered

a Voluntarily-Negotiated Transaction.

V. NOTICE AND CONTACT

1. All notices between the Parties will be sent by electronic mail, U.S. Mail, a courier
delivery service, or delivered in person. Notices will be considered delivered when reflected by an
electronic mail read receipt, a courier service delivery receipt, other mail service delivery receipt,
or when receipt is acknowledged by Recipient to:

Florida Communities Trust

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS#115
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000
floridacommunitiestrust@floridadep.gov

2. All contact and correspondence from FCT to the Recipient will be through the key
contact as required by Rules 62-818 and 62-819, F.A.C. Recipient hereby notifies FCT that the
following administrator, officer or employee is the authorized key contact on behalf of the
Recipient for purposes of coordinating project activities for the duration of the Project:

Name: Nancy Maddox
Organization: Leisure Services
Title: Director

Address: 210 Sams Avenue

New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168
Telephone: 386-410-2890

E-mail: nmaddex@citvofnsb.com

3. - The Recipient authorizes the administrator, employee, officer, or representative
named in this paragraph, as Recipient’s agent, to execute all documents connected to this Project
on behalf of the Recipient, including this Agreement, any addenda, purchase agreement(s) for the
property, the grant reconciliation statement, closing documents, statements submitted as a part of
the Project Plan, and the Dedication of Public Use and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants.

Name: Pamela Brangaccio or Successor

Organization: City of New Smyrna Beach

Title: City Manager

Address: 210 Sams Avenue; New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168
Telephone: 386-410-2600

4. If the Project Site consists of ten or fewer ownerships, as reflected on the Acquisition Plan,
either FCT or the Recipient may act as the party responsible for all negotiation and acquisition
activities. If the Project Site consists of eleven or more ownerships, as reflected on the Acquisition
Plan, the Recipient must act as the party responsible for all negotiation and acquisition activities.
The Recipient hereby notifies FCT that City of New Smyma Beach will be the party responsible
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for all negotiation and acquisition activities. If the Recipient is named herein and represented by
an agent, the Recipient hereby notifies FCT that the Recipient’s agent is:

Trust for Public Land

Name: Kate Brown

Title: Senior Project Manager

Address: 306 North Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phone: (850) 222-7911 Ext 27

Email: kate.brown@tpl.org

5. If different representatives or addresses are designated for NOTICE AND
CONTACT, specified herein, after execution of this Agreement, notice of the changes must be
rendered to FCT as provided in NOTICE AND CONTACT, paragraph V.1. above.

6. The Recipient hereby notifies FCT that the Recipient’s Federal Employer
Identification Number(s) is 59-6000387.

VI. PROJECT PLAN APPROVAL; PRE-CLOSING REQUIREMENTS

1. Prior to the final disbursement of the FCT Award, the Recipient will submit a
Project Plan that complies with Rule 62-819.011, F.A.C. FCT will not consider the Project Plan
unless it is organized with a table of contents and includes the documents required by Rule 62-
819.011, F.A.C. to ensure that the interests of the State of Florida will be protected:

a. A purchase agreement for acquisition of the Project Site, executed by the Owner(s)
and the Recipient, based on one or more appraisals prepared consistent with Chapters 62-

819 and 18-1, F.A.C.

b. A letter from the FCT indicating approval of the Management Plan.
C. A statement of the total Project Costs as defined in Chapter 62-818, F.A.C.

d. A statement of the amount of the FCT Award being requested.

€. Supporting documentation that Recipient has satisfied any conditions imposed as
part of the FCT Grant Agreement.

f. A signed statement by the Recipient that the Recipient is not aware of any pending
criminal, civil, or regulatory violations imposed on the Project Site by any governmental

body or agency.

g Additional documentation requested by the FCT staff as reasonable assurance that
the Recipient will be able to fulfill its obligations under the Grant Agreement, the
Dedication to Public Use and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants, and Chapter 62-818,

F.AC.
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2, The Recipient may, and is strongly encouraged to, request a courtesy review of its
Project Plan prior to submitting it for approval.

3. FCT will not reimburse Project Costs until after FCT approval of the Project Plan.

VII. DISBURSEMENT REQUIREMENTS

The Recipient must submit the following documents to FCT in order for FCT to disburse the grant
funds:

1. Documents associated with acquisition of the parcel(s):

a. A copy of the Purchase Agreement(s) for sale and purchase of the parcel(s) between
the Recipient and Turnbull Land, LLC.

b. A copy of closing statements from Buyer(s) and Seller(s) for the purchase of the
parcel(s).

c. A copy of the recorded deed(s) conveying title of the parcel(s) to the Recipient.
d. A copy of the appraisals of the parcel(s) required by Rule 62-819.007, F.A.C.

e. Unless the requirement has been waived, a copy of a Certified Survey of the parcels
that meet the requirements of Chapter 62-819, F.A.C., and are dated within ninety (90)

days of the date the Recipient acquired the parcels.

f. Copies of all title insurance commitments, including supporting documents, and
title insurance policies, including any endorsements, issued in furtherance of the
Recipient’s acquisition of the parcel(s). Such policies must meet the requirements of Rule

62-819.005, F.A.C.

g. A copy of environmental site assessments (ESA) of the parcels, certified to the
Recipient, that meet the standards and requirements of American Society for Testing and
Materials (“ASTM”) Practice E 1527, and with a date of certification within 90 days of the
date of acquisition of the parcel(s) by the Recipient, together with the statement required

by Rule 62-819.012(4), F.A.C.

2. All invoices for approved Project Costs, with proof of payment, must be submitted
to FCT Grant Manager and be in a detail sufficient for a proper pre-audit and post-audit thereof.

3. Rule 62-818.002(33), F.A.C. states that reasonable real estate fees or commissions
that do not exceed $10,000.00 are eligible Project Costs. To maximize the Florida Forever funds
for land acquisition, FCT will closely review each request for real estate fees or commissions to
determine if the fee or commission is reasonable. FCT will not reimburse or pay any portion of
real estate fees or commissions that FCT determines to be unreasonable. Recipient will be
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financially responsible for the portion of the real estate fees or commissions not paid by FCT.

4, Title to the Project Site will be titled to the Recipient, unless the Recipient
specifically requests that title permanently vest in the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund (“Trustees”). Such requests are subject to the approval of FCT and the
Trustees. The Recipient hereby elects that title to the Project Site will be vested in the City of New
Smyrna Beach. If the Recipient elects that title will vest in the Trustees, then all acquisition
activities will be administered by the Division of State Lands as specified in Section 253.025, F.S.,
and Rule 18-1, F.A.C. FCT signature on this Agreement constitutes approval of this election.

5. Upon FCT’s approval of the Project Plan and the required documents, the FCT will
provide the Recipient with the Grant Reconciliation Statement indicating the amount of funds to

be disbursed by FCT.
VIII. MANAGEMENT PLAN; ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP REPORT

1. Prior to approval of the Project Plan, signature of the purchase agreement(s),
closing(s) of the real estate transaction(s) and final disbursement of the FCT Award, the Recipient
must submit to FCT and have approved a Management Plan that complies with Rule 62-818.011,
F.A.C., and addresses the criteria and conditions set forth in Articles VIII, IX, and X herein.

2. The Management Plan outlines how the Project Site will be managed to further the
purposes of the Project and outlines the terms and conditions of this Agreement. The Management

Plan should include the following types of information:

a. An introduction containing the Project name, location, and other background
information.
b. The Recipient’s purpose for acquiring the Project Site and a prioritized list of

management objectives.

c. A discussion of known natural resources including natural communities, listed
plant and animal species, soil types, and surface and groundwater characteristics.

d. A description of all proposed uses including existing and proposed physical
improvements.

e. A description of proposed restoration or enhancement activities, if any, including
the objective of the effort and the techniques to be used.

f. A scaled site plan drawing showing the Project Site boundary, existing and
proposed physical improvements, and any natural resource restoration or enhancement

areas.

g The identification and protection of known cultural or historical resources.
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h. A description of proposed educational displays and programs the Recipient will
offer, if applicable.

i. A description of how the Recipient will coordinate management of the site with
other agencies and public lands, if applicable.

J- A schedule for implementing the development and management activities of the
Management Plan.

k. Cost estimates and funding sources to implement the Management Plan.

L Coordination plan to allow for safe public access (except for designated

construction zones) to the Project Site. The Recipient is responsible for maintaining the
sections of the Project Site that are safe and not under construction open and accessible to

the public.

3. If the Recipient is not the proposed managing entity, the Management Plan must
include a signed management agreement between the Recipient and the managing entity providing
criteria for site management and identifying the source of management funding. The managing
entity must comply with the approved Management Plan. The Recipient is ultimately responsible
for overseeing compliance with the Management Plan and the fulfillment of all Management Plan
terms and is liable for any violations of the Management Plan.

4. If the Recipient is a partnership, the Recipient must also provide FCT with the
interlocal agreement that sets forth the relationship among the partmers and the fiscal and
management responsibilities and obligations incurred by each partner forthe Project Site as a part

of its Management Plan.

5. To ensure that future management funds will be available for the management of
the site in perpetuity pursuant to Section 259.105 and Chapter 380, Part II1, F.S., the Recipient
may be required to provide FCT with Reasonable Assurance, pursuant to Rule 62-818.002(36),
F.A.C,, that it has the financial resources, background, qualifications, and competence to manage
the Project Site in perpetuity in a reasonable and professional manner. Where the Recipient does
not include at least one local government, FCT requires the Recipient to do one, or more, of the
following: (i) post a performance or other bond in an amount sufficient to ensure that the Project
Site is reasonably and professionally managed in perpetuity; (ii) establish an endowment or other
fund in an amount sufficient to ensure performance; (iii) provide a guaranty or pledge by the local
government having jurisdiction over the Project Site requiring the local government to take over
the responsibility for management of the Project Site in the event the Recipient is unable to; (iv)
require the local government to be a named co-signer on the Dedication to Public Use and
Declaration of Restrictive Covenants; or (v) provide such other assurances as the Governing Board

may deem necessary to adequately protect the public interest.
6. The Recipient must, through its agents and employees, prevent any use of the

Project Site that is not in conformity with the FCT-approved Management Plan.
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7. Asrequired by Rule 62-818.013, F.A.C., after FCT reimbursement of Project Costs,
the Recipient must prepare and submit to FCT a stewardship report that documents the progress
made toward implementing the Management Plan. -Initially the Recipient must submit the report
annually, but after completion of the Project the Trust may, in its discretion, transfer the report to

a five-year review schedule.
IX. SPECIAL MANAGEMENT CONDITIONS

Based on the Management Plan, points awarded in scoring the application, and observations made
by FCT staff during the site visit described in Rule 62-818.009, F.A.C., the Recipient is required

to provide the following:

1. FCT Sign - The Recipient must maintain a permanent FCT recognition sign, a
minimum of 3' x 4', at the entrance area of the Project Site and visible to the public. The sign must
include the FCT logo and acknowledge that the Project Site was purchased with funds from the
Florida Communities Trust Program (and the Recipient if Recipient provided a match). The sign

should include the date the site was acquired.

2. Recreational Facilities - The Recipient must provide at least two recreational
facilities such as a picnicking and wildlife observation platform. The Recipient should endeavor
to place facilities and site improvements on previously disturbed areas to the greatest extent

possible.

3. Water Access - The Recipient must provide a water access facility to an existing
open water shoreline, such as a wildlife observation platform.

4. Trails - The Recipient must provide a land-based walking, nature, bike, equestrian,
or multi-use trail of at least 1/2 mile on the Project Site.

5. Linked Land-Based Recreational Trail System - The Recipient must connect the

Project Site to and manage the Project Site as part of a local, regional, or statewide land-based
recreational trail system.

6. Connectivity - The Project Site must connect to adjacent neighborhoods by a
sidewalk within an existing right-of-way. -

7. Interpretation - The Recipient must provide interpretive kiosks on the Project Site
to educate visitors about the natural environment and the unique history of the area.

8. Locally Significant and Strategic Habitat Conservation - The Recipient must
manage the Project Site in a manner that protects and enhances the listed and non-listed native
wildlife species and their habitat, including the Locally Significant Natural Areas and Strategic
Habitat Conservation Areas found onsite.
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9. Water Quality Facility - The Recipient must improve the quality of surface waters
or address current flooding problems occurring on, adjacent to, or close to the Project Site. The
water quality facility must be designed to have a park-like or natural setting.

10.  Water Quality - The Recipient must develop and manage the Project Site in a
manner that will protect the adjacent Outstanding Florida Waters of the Spruce Creek Special

Water Outstanding Florida Waters.

11.  Archaeological and Historic Resources - The Recipient must develop and manage
the Project Site to ensure the preservation of historical, cultural, or archaeological features on the

Project Site.

12.  Coordination - The Recipient must coordinate management of the Project Site with
the adjacent Holland Park.

13.  Ecological Corridor - The Recipient must protect and manage the Project Site as
part of an ecological corridor.

The Recipient must protect and manage the Project Site as part of an ecological corridor
within the county’s designated Florida Wildlife Corridor.

The Recipient must protect and manage the Project Site with the agencies managing
conservation lands in the Florida Wildlife Corridor, to ensure the Project Site is protected and

managed as part of the larger ecological corridor system.

X. DEDICATION TO PUBLIC USE AND DECLARATION OF RESTRICTIVE
COVENANTS REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY CHAPTERS 259 AND 380,

PART 111, F.S.

1. Each parcel in the Project Site will be subject to a Dedication of Public Use and
Declaration of Restrictive Covenants describing the parcel and containing such covenants and
restrictions as are, at a minimum, sufficient to ensure that the use of the Project Site at all times
complies with Sections 375.051 and 380.510, F.S.; Section 11(e), Article VII of the Florida
Constitution. The Dedication to Public Use and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants must
contain clauses providing for the conveyance of title to the Project Site, as applicable, to the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (“Trustees”) upon failure to comply
with any of the covenants and restrictions, as further described below.

2. The Dedication to Public Use and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants must also
restate the conditions that were placed on the Project Site at the time of project selection and initial
grant approval. The Dedication to Public Use and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants must be
executed by FCT and the Recipient at the time of grant disbursement and must be recorded by the
Recipient in the public records of the county(s) where the Project Site is located.

3. If any essential term or condition of the Dedication to Public Use and Declaration
of Restrictive Covenants is violated by the Recipient or by some third party with the knowledge
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of the Recipient, the Recipient will be notified of the violation by written notice given by electronic
mail, personal delivery, registered mail, or registered expedited service. The Recipient must
diligently proceed to cure the violation and will complete the cure within thirty (30) days after
receipt of notice of the violation. If the problem cannot reasonably be cured within the specified
thirty (30) days, the Recipient may submit a written request to FCT for an extension. The request
must include the status of the current activity, the reasons for the delay, and a time frame for the
completion of the cure. FCT will respond within thirty (30) days of receiving the request, and
approval of the request will not be unreasonably withheld. It is FCT’s position that all curing
activities must be completed within one hundred twenty (120) days of the Recipient’s notification
of the violation. If the Recipient can demonstrate extenuating circumstances that justify a greater
extension of time to complete the activities, FCT will consider the request. If the Recipient fails
to correct the violation within either (a) the initial thirty (30) days or (b) the time frame approved
by FCT pursuant to the Recipient’s request, fee simple title to all interest in the Project Site must
be conveyed to the Trustees. FCT will treat such property in accordance with Section 380.508(4),

F.S.

XI. GENERAL OBLIGATIONS OF THE RECIPIENT AS A CONDITION OF
PROJECT FUNDING

1. The interest acquired by the Recipient in the Project Site will not serve as security
for any debt of the Recipient.

2. If the existence of the Recipient terminates for any reason, title to the Project Site
must be conveyed to the Trustees.

3. Following the acquisition of the Project Site, the Recipient will ensure that the
future land use and zoning designation assigned to the Project Site is for a category dedicated to
open space, conservation, or outdoor recreation uses, as appropriate. If an amendment to the
applicable comprehensive plan is required, the amendment must be proposed at the next
comprehensive plan amendment cycle available to the Recipient subsequent to the Project Site’s
acquisition. Recipient’s failure to obtain the required future land use and zoning designation
dedicated to open space, conservation, or outdoor recreation uses, or obtain a variance or other
approval that permits the use of the Project Site as an open space, conservation, or for outdoor
recreation use in accordance with the Management Plan, will constitute a violation of an essential

term of the Award.

4, FCT staff or its duly authorized representatives will have the right at any time to
inspect the Project Site and the operations of the Recipient at the Project Site.

5. The Project Site will permanently contain one sign recognizing FCT’s role in the
acquisition of the Project Site. Recipient will permanently display the FCT sign at the Project Site
within ninety (90) days of the final disbursement of the FCT Award. In addition, within such 90-
day period, Recipient will deliver a color photograph of the installed FCT Project sign to the FCT.

XII. OBLIGATIONS OF THE RECIPIENT RELATING TO THE USE OF STATE
FUNDS
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1. FCT is authorized by Section 380.510, F.S. to impose conditions for funding on the
Recipient in order to ensure that the Project complies with the requirements under law.

2, The Recipient agrees and acknowledges that the transactions, events, and
circumstances itemized below (collectively, the “disallowable activities”) may violate the
covenants and restrictions imposed on the site:

a. Any sale or lease of any interest in the Project Site to a non-governmental person
or organization.
b. The operation of any concession on the Project Site by a non-governmental person

or organization without FCT approval.

c. Any sales contract or option to buy or sell things attached to the Project Site to be
severed from the Project Site with a non-governmental person or organization.

d. Any use of the Project Site by a non-governmental person other than in such
person’s capacity as a member of the public.

€. A management contract for the Project Site with a non-governmental person or
organization without an FCT-approved management agreement.

f. Other activity that may be specified from time to time in writing by FCT to the
Recipient.
3. If the Project Site, after its acquisition by the Recipient and/or the Trustees, is to

remain subject to any of the disallowable activities, the Recipient will provide notice to FCT, as
provided for in paragraph V.1., at least sixty (60) calendar days in advance of any such
transactions, events, or circumstances, and will provide to FCT such information as FCT
reasonably requests in order to evaluate for approval or denial the legal consequences of such

disallowable activities .

4. In the event that FCT determines at any time that the Recipient is engaging, or
allowing others to engage, in disallowable activities on the Project Site, the Recipient will
immediately cease or cause the cessation of the disallowable activities upon receipt of written
notice from FCT. In addition to all other rights and remedies at law or in equity, FCT has the right
to seek temporary and permanent injunctions against the Recipient for any disallowable activities

on the Project Site.

DELEGATIONS AND CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE RECIPIENT
AND  OTHER GOVERNMENTAL BODIES, NONPROFIT ENTITIES, OR NON-
GOVERNMENTAL PERSONS FOR USE OR MANAGEMENT OF THE PROJECT SITE IN
NO WAY RELIEVES THE RECIPIENT OF THE RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT THE
CONDITIONS IMPOSED ON THE PROJECT SITE ARE FULLY COMPLIED WITH BY THE

CONTRACTING PARTY.
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XIII. RECORDKEEPING; AUDIT REQUIREMENTS

1. The Recipient will maintain books, records, and documents directly pertinent to
performance under this Agreement in accordance with United States Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (U.S. G.A.A.P.) consistently applied. FCT, the State, or their authorized
representatives will have access to such records for audit purposes during the term of this
Agreement and for five (5) years following the completion date or termination of the Agreement.
In the event any work is subcontracted, the Recipient must require each subcontractor to maintain
and allow access to such records for audit purposes. Upon request of Department’s Inspector
General, or other authorized State official, Grantee will provide any type of information the
Inspector General deems relevant to Grantee’s integrity or responsibility. Such information may
include, but is not limited to, Grantee’s business or financial records, documents, or files of any
type or form that refer to or relate to Agreement. The Grantee will retain such records for the longer
of: (1) three years after the expiration of the Agreement; or (2) the periodrequired by the General
Records Schedules maintained by the Florida Department of State (available at:
http://dos.mvflorida.com/library-archives/records-management/general-records-schedules/).

a. The Recipient understands its duty, pursuant to Section 20.055(5), F.S., to
cooperate with the Department’s Inspector General in any investigation, audit, inspection,
review, or hearing. The Recipient will comply with this dity and ensure that its
subrecipients and/or subcontractors issued under this Agreement, if any, impose this
requirement, in writing, on its subrecipients and/or subcontractors, respectively.

b. FCT personnel will be given access to and may observe and inspect work being
performed under this Agreement, with reasonable notice and during normal business hours,

including by any of the following methods:

i Recipient will provide access to any location or facility where Recipient is
performing work, or storing or staging equipment, materials, or documents;

il Recipient will permit inspection of any facility, equipment, practices, or
operations required in performance of any work pursuant fo this Agreement; and

iii.  Recipient will allow and facilitate sampling and monitoring of any
substances, soils, materials, or parameters at any locationreasonable or necessary
to assure compliance with any work or legal requirements pursuant to this

Agreement.

c. In addition to the requirements of the precedmg paragraph, the Recipient will
comply with the applicable provisions contained in Attachment A, Special Audit
Requirements. Exhibit 1 to Attachment A summarizes the funding sources supporting
the Agreement for purposes of assisting the Recipient in complying with the requirements
of Attachment A. A revised copy of Exhibit 1 must be providedto the Recipient for each
amendment that authorizes a funding increase or decrease. If the Recipient fails to receive
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a revised copy of Exhibit 1, the Recipient must notify the key contact with FCT to request
a copy of the updated information.

d. The Recipient is hereby advised that the Federal and/or Florida Single Audit Act
Requirements may apply to lower tier transactions resulting from this Agreement. The
Recipient will consider the type of financial assistance (federal and/or state) identified in
Attachment A, Exhibit 1 when making this determination. For state financial assistance,
the Recipient will use the form entitled “DFS-A2-NS — Florida Single Audit Act Checklist
for Nonstate Organizations — Recipient/Subrecipient vs. Vendor Determination” (form
number DFS-A2-NS) that can be found under the “Links/Forms” section appearing at the

following website:

https://apps.fldfs.com/fsaa

The Recipient should confer with its chief financial officer, audit director, or contact the FCT for
assistance with questions pertaining to the applicability of these requirements.

XIV. DEFAULT; REMEDIES; TERMINATION

L. If the necessary funds are not available to fund this Agreement because of action
by the Florida Legislature or the Office of the State Chief Financial Officer, or if any Defaults
occur, as described below, all obligations on the part of FCT to make any further payment of funds
hereunder will terminate and FCT may exercise any of the remedies set forth herein. IfFCT makes
any payments or parts of payments after an Event of Default, such payment will not waive FCT’s
right to exercise such remedies, and will not obligate FCT to make any further payments.

2. The following actions constitute a Default:

a. If FCT finds that any warranty or representation made by the Recipient in this
Agreement, or in any document provided to FCT, is false or misleading in any respect.

b. If the Recipient fails to perform any of the terms or covenants contained in this
Agreement and has not cured such failure in timely fashion, or is unable or unwilling to

meet its obligations hereunder; or

c. If any material adverse change in the Recipient’s financial condition occurs during
the term of this Agreement and the Recipient fails to cure the material adverse change
within thirty (30) days from the date written notice is sent to the Recipient by FCT; or

d. If any reports or documents required by this Agreement have not been timely
submitted to FCT or have been submitted with incorrect, incomplete, or insufficient

information; or

€. If the Recipient fails to perform any of its obligations under this Agreement in a
timely fashion; or
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f. If the Recipient fails to comply with Project deadlines set forth in the approved
Management Plan; or

g If the Recipient fails to keep the Project Site open to the public.

3. Upon the happening of a Default, FCT may, after giving thirty (30) calendar days’
notice, exercise any one or more of the following remedies, either concurrently or consecutively.
The pursuit of any one of the following remedies will not preclude FCT from pursuing any other
remedies contained herein or otherwise provided at law or in equity:

a. Terminate this Agreement, provided the Recipient is given at least thirty (30)
calendar days’ prior written notice of such termination. The notice will be effective upon

the date of the letter. Notification will be given pursuant to Section V.

b. Commence an appropriate legal or equitable action to enforce performance of this
Agreement.

c. Withhold or suspend payment of all or any part of the FCT Award.

d. Exercise any corrective or remedial actions, including, butnot limited to, requesting
additional information from the Recipient to determine the reasons for or the extent of non-
compliance or lack of performance or issuing a written warning to advise that more serious
measures may be taken if the situation is not corrected.

e. Exercise any other rights or remedies that are otherwise available under law,
including, those described in paragraph IX.3.

4, FCT may terminate this Agreement for cause upon written notice to the Recipient.
Cause may include, but is not limited to: default; fraud; lack of compliance with applicable rules,
laws, and regulations; failure to perform in a timely manner; failure to make significant progress
toward Project Plan and Management Plan approval; and refusal by the Recipient to permit public
access to any document, paper, letter, or other material subject to disclosure under Chapter 119,

F.S., as amended.

5. FCT may terminate this Agreement if it determines, in its sole discretion, that the
continuation of the Agreement would not produce beneficial results commensurate with the further

expenditure of funds.

6. The Recipient may request termination of this Agreementbefore reimbursement by
a written request fully describing the circumstances that compel the Recipient to terminate the
Project. A request for termination must be provided to FCT in a manner described in paragraph

V.1.

DEP Agreement No. F1921 Page 17 of 23
FCT Project No. 18-021-FF19

31



XV. PUBLIC RECORDS ACCESS

1. Recipient must comply with Florida Public Records Law under Chapter 119, F.S.
Records made or received in conjunction with this Agreement are public records under Florida
law, as defined in Subsection 119.011(12), F.S. Recipient must keep and maintain public records
required by the FCT to perform the services under this Agreement.

2. This Agreement may be unilaterally canceled by the FCT for refusal by the
Recipient to either provide to the FCT upon request, or to allow inspection and copying, of all
public records made or received by the Recipient in conjunction with this Agreement and subject
to disclosure under Chapter 119, F.S., and Article I, Section 24(a), Florida Constitution.

3. If Recipient meets the definition of “Contractor” found in Paragraph
119.0701(1)(a), F.S.; [i.e., an individual, partnership, corporation, or business entity that enters
into a contract for services with a public agency and is acting on behalf of the public agency], then

the following requirements apply:

a. Pursuant to Section 119.0701, F.S., a request to inspect or copy public records
relating to this Agreement for services must be made directly to the FCT. If the FCT does
not possess the requested records, the FCT will immediately notify the Recipient of the
request, and the Recipient must provide the records to the FCT or allow the records to be
inspected or copied within a reasonable time. If Recipient fails to provide the public records
to the FCT within a reasonable time, the Recipient may be subject to penalties under

Section 119.10, F.S.

b. Upon request from the FCT’s custodian of public records, Recipient must provide
the FCT with a copy of the requested records or allow the records to be inspected or copied
within a reasonable time at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 119,

F.S., or as otherwise provided by law.

c. Recipient must identify and ensure that all public records that are exempt or
confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements are not disclosed
except as authorized by law for the duration of the Agreement term and following
completion of the Agreement if the Recipient does not transfer the records to the FCT.

d. Upon completion of the Agreement, Recipient must transfer, at no cost to FCT, all
public records in possession of Recipient or keep and maintain public records required by
the FCT to perform the services under this Agreement. If the Recipient transfers all public
records to the FCT upon completion of the Agreement, the Recipient may destroy any
duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public disclosure
requirements. If the Recipient keeps and maintains public records upon completion of the
Agreement, the Recipient must meet all applicable requirements for retaining public
records. All records that are stored electronically must be provided to the FCT, upon
request from the FCT’s custodian of public records, in a format that is accessible by and

compatible with the information technology systems of the FCT.
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E. IF THE RECIPIENT HAS QUESTIONS REGARDING THE
APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO THE
RECIPIENT’S DUTY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING
TO THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT THE FCT’S CUSTODIAN OF
PUBLIC RECORDS by telephone at (850) 245-2118, by email at
ombudsman(@dep.state.fl.us. or at the mailing address below:

Department of Environmental Protection
ATTN: Office of Ombudsman and Public Services

Public Records Request
3900 Commonwealth Blvd, Mail Slot 49
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000

XVI. LEGAL AUTHORIZATION

The Recipient certifies with respect to this Agreement that it possesses the legal authority to
receive funds to be provided under this Agreement and that, if applicable, its governing body has
authorized, by resolution or otherwise, the execution and acceptance of this Agreement. The
Recipient also certifies that the undersigned possesses the authority to legally execute and bind the
Recipient to the terms of this Agreement.

XVII. SCRUTINIZED COMPANIES

1. In executing this Agreement, the Recipient certifies that it is not on the Scrutinized
Companies that Boycott Israel List or engaged in a boycott of Israel. Pursuant to Section 287.135,
F.S., the FCT may immediately terminate this Contract at its sole option if the Grantee is found to
have submitted a false certification; or if the Grantee is placed on the Scrutinized Companies that
Boycott Israel List or is engaged in the boycott of Israel during the term of the Contract.

2. If this Agreement is for more than one million dollars, the Grantee certifies that it
is also not on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan, Scrutinized Companies with
Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, or engaged with business operations in Cuba
or Syria as identified in Section 287.135, F.S. Pursuant to Section 287.135, F.S., the FCT may
immediately terminate this Contract at its sole option if the Grantee is found to have submitted a
false certification; or if the Grantee is placed on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in
Sudan List, or Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List, or
engaged with business operations in Cuba or Syria during the term of the Contract.

3. As provided in Subsection 287.135(8), F.S., if federal law ceases to authorize these
contracting prohibitions then they will become inoperative.
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XVIIL. STANDARD CONDITIONS

1. The Recipient and all its agents will comply with all federal, state, and local
regulations, including but not limited to, nondiscrimination, wages, social security, workers’
compensation, licenses, and registration requirements. The Recipient will include this provision

in all subcontracts issued as a result of this Agreement.

2. No person, on the grounds of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, age,
gender, or disability, will be excluded from participation in; be denied the proceeds or benefits of;
or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in performance of this Agreement.

3. This Agreement is governed by and will be construed in accordance with the laws
of the State of Florida.

4. Any dispute concerning performance of the Agreement will be processed as
described herein. Jurisdiction for any damages arising under the terms of the Agreement will be in
the courts of the State, and venue will be in the Second Judicial Circuit, in and for Leon County.
Except as otherwise provided by law, the parties agree to be responsible for their own attorney
fees incurred in connection with disputes arising under the terms of this Agreement.

5. The Recipient agrees to comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act (Public
Law 101-336, 42 U.S.C. Section 12101 et seq.), if applicable, which prohibits discrimination by
public and private entities on the basis of disability in the areas of employment, public
accommodations, transportation, State and local government services, and in telecommunications.

6. Pursuant to Sections 287.133 and 287.134, F.S., the following restrictions apply to
persons placed on the convicted vendor list or the discriminatory list:

a. A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted vendor list following a
conviction for a public entity crime may not submit a bid, proposal, or reply on a contract
to provide any goods or services to a public entity; may not submit a bid, proposal, or reply
on a contract with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public building or public
work; may not submit bids, proposals, or replies on leases of real property to a public entity;
may not be awarded or perform work as a Grantee, supplier, subcontractor, or consultant
under a contract with any public entity; and may not transact business with any public
entity in excess of the threshold amount provided in Section 287.017, F.S., for
CATEGORY TWO for a period of 36 months following the date of being placed on the

convicted vendor list.

b. An entity or affiliate who has been placed on the discriminatory vendor list may
not submit a bid, proposal, or reply on a contract to provide any goods or services to a
public entity; may not submit a bid, proposal, or reply on a contract with a public entity for
the construction or repair of a public building or public work; may not submit bids,
proposals, or replies on leases of real property to a public entity; may not be awarded or
perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consultant under a contract with
any public entity; and may not transact business with any public entity.
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c. The Grantee must notify the FCT if it or any of its suppliers, subcontractors, or
consultants have been placed on the convicted vendor list or the discriminatory vendor list
during the life of the Agreement. The Florida Department of Management Services is
responsible for maintaining the discriminatory vendor list and posts the list on its website.
Questions regarding the discriminatory vendor list may be directed to the Florida
Department of Management Services, Office of Supplier Diversity, at (850) 487-0915.

7. The Recipient agrees that no funds received by it under this Agreement will be
expended for the purpose of lobbying the Legislature or a State agency pursuant to Section
216.347, F.S., except that pursuant to the requirements of Section 287.058(6), F.S., during the term
of any executed agreement between Recipient and the State, Grantec may lobby the executive or
legislative branch concerning the scope of services, performance, term, or compensation regarding
that agreement. The Recipient must comply with Sections 11.062 and 216.347, F.S. .

8. The employment of unauthorized aliens by any recipient is considered a violation
of Section 274A(e) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. If the Recipient knowingly employs
unauthorized aliens, such violation is cause for unilateral cancellation of this Agreement. The
Recipient is responsible for including this provision in all subcontracts with private organizations

issued as a result of this Agreement.

9. The Recipient will comply with all applicable federal, state, and local rules and
regulations in providing services to the FCT under this Agreement. The Recipient acknowledges
that this requirement includes, but is not limited to, compliance with all applicable federal, state,
and local health and safety rules and regulations. The Recipient further agrees to include this
provision in all subcontracts issued pursuant to this Agreement.

10. The Recipient will require any subcontractors under this Contract to save and hold
harmless and indemnify the State of Florida and the Department against any and all liability,
claims, judgments, or costs for injury to, or death of, any person or persons and for the loss of
damage to any property resulting from the use, service, operation, or performance of work under
the terms of this Contract resulting from the negligent acts of the subcontractor, or any employees,
agents, or representatives of the subcontractor. This provision must be included in any subcontract

issued pursuant to this Contract.

11.  As a political subdivision of the State of Florida, the Recipient’s liability is
regulated by Florida law. Except for negligent acts or omissions of its employees acting within the
course and scope of their employment, the Recipient will not indemnify any entity or person and,
then such indemnification is limited to the express terms of Section 768.28, Florida Statutes. The
Recipient is self-insured to the extent of its liability under law and any liability in excess of that
specified in statute may be awarded only through special legislative action. Accordingly, the
Recipient’s liability and indemnification obligations in this contract are effective only to the extent
expressly required by 768.28, Florida Statutes or other limitations imposed on the Recipient’s

potential liability under state or federal law.
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12.  The Recipient, as an independent contractor and not an agent, representative, or
employee of the FCT, agrees to carry adequate liability and other appropriate forms of insurance.
The FCT has no liability except as specifically provided in this Agreement.

13." This Agreement, and any amendments related to this Agreement, may be executed
in counterparts, each of which will be an original and all of which constitutes the same instrument.
In accordance with the Electronic Signature Act of 1996, electronic signatures, including facsimile
transactions, may be used and will have the same force and effect as a written signature. Each
person signing this Agreement warrants that he or she is duly authorized to do so and to bind the

respective party to this Agreement.

14.  This Agreement embodies the entire agreement between the Parties. Any
alterations, variations, changes, modifications, or waivers of provisions of this Agreement are only
valid when they have been reduced to writing, duly signed by each of the Parties hereto, and
attached to the original of this Agreement, unless otherwise provided herein.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement.
RECIPIENT: CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH FLORIDA COMMUNITIES TRUST,

a Florida local government STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTA(L PROTECTION

By: K Qﬁ__)\ By: Mlﬁz%

Secretary or designee

Print Name: M@M Print Name: _{ Z_q [2’ ;L Zﬁéém
Title: fﬂ ﬁfgﬁ'ﬂ { Zs% / 7 zgﬂgﬁgg_/ Title: 7}1_(‘1;&%’1 - )W&, i\\ M é,%@/

Date: &) é//;ld';/ 20/ ? Date: 7 ) { i/ 2014

Approved as to Form and Legality: Approved gto Form and ;eﬁllity:

By: _(utwvnd foallfrne By: 2 AL S%

Print Name: CW‘L i }Q‘Lvuloue Print Name: é‘ﬂfs éq 650{!/
Date: 7/.21”.'20!? Date: 7 -“3{ .—-/5/

List of attachments/exhibits included as part of this Agreement:

Specify Letter/
Type Number Description (include number of pages)

Attachment A Special Audit Requirements (5 Pages)
Attachment B Confidentiality Agreement (3 pages)

DEP Agreement No. F1921 Page 23 of 23
FCT Project No. 18-021-FF19

37



ATTACHMENT A

SPECIAL AUDIT REQUIREMENTS

The administration of resources awarded by the Department of Environmental Protection (which may be referred to
as the "Department", "DEP", "FDEP" or "Grantor", or other name in the contract/agreement) o the recipient (which
may be referred to as the "Contractor", Grantee” or other name in the contract/agreement) may be subject to audits
and/or monitoring by the Department of Environmental Protection, as described in this attachment.

MONITORING

In addition to reviews of audits conducted in accordance with OMB Circular A-133, as revised, 2 CFR Part 200,
Subpart F, and Section 215.97, F.S., as revised (see “AUDITS” below), monitoring procedures may include, but not
be limited to, on-site visits by Department staff, limited scope audits as defined by OMB Circular A-133, asrevised,
and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, and/or other procedures. By entering into this Agreement, the recipient agrees to
comply and cooperate with any monitoring procedures/processes deemed appropriate by the Department of
Environmental Protection. In the event the Department of Environmental Protection determines that a limited scope
audit of the recipient is appropriate, the recipient agrees to comply with any additional instructions provided by the
Department to the recipient regarding such audit. The recipient further agrees to comply and cooperate with any
inspections, reviews, investigations, or audits deemed necessary by the Chief Financial Officer or Auditor General.

AUDITS

PART I: FEDERALLY FUNDED

This part is applicable if the recipient is a State or local government or a non-profit organization as defined m OMB
Circular A-133, as revised (for fiscal year start dates prior to December 26, 2014), or as defined in 2 CFR §200.330

(for fiscal year start dates after December 26, 2014).

1. In the event that the recipient expends $500,000 ($750,000 for fiscal year start dates after December 26,
2014) or more in Federal awards in its fiscal year, the recipient must have a single or program-specific audit
conducted in accordance with the provisions of OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Patt 200,
Subpart F. EXHIBIT 1 to this Attachment indicates Federal funds awarded through the Department of
Environmental Protection by this Agreement. In determining the Federal awards expended in its fiscal year,
the recipient shall consider all sources of Federal awards, including Federal resources received from the
Department of Environmental Protection. The determination of amounts of Federal awards expendedshould
be in accordance with the guidelines established by OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Part 200,
Subpart F. An audit of the recipient conducted by the Auditor General in accordance with the provisions of
OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, will meet the requirements of this part.

2. In connection with the audit requirements addressed in Part I, paragraph 1, the recipient shall fulfill the
requirements relative to auditee responsibilities as provided in Subpart C of OMB Circular A-133, asrevised,

and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F.

3. If the recipient expends less than $500,000 (or $750,000, as applicable) in Federal awards in its fiscal year,
an audit conducted in accordance with the provisions of OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Part
200, Subpart F, is not required. In the event that the recipient expends less than $500,000 (or $750,000, as
applicable) in Federal awards in its fiscal year and elects to have an audit conducted in accordance with the
provisions of OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F the cost of the audit must be
paid from non-Federal resources (i.e., the cost of such an audit must be paid fromrecipient resources obtained

from other than Federal entities).

4. The recipient may access information regarding the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA)via the
internet at www.cfda.gov -
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PART II: STATE FUNDED

This part is applicable if the recipient is a nonstate entity as defined by Section 215.97(2)(n), Florida Statutes.

1. In the event that the recipient expends a total amount of state financijal assistance equal to or in excess of
$750,000 in any fiscal year of such recipient, the recipient must have a State single or project-specific audit
for such fiscal year in accordance with Section 215.97, Florida Statutes; applicable rules of the Department
of Financial Services; and Chapters 10.550 (local governmental entities) or 10.650 (nonprofit and for-profit
organizations), Rules of the Auditor General. EXHIBIT 1 to this Attachment indicates state financial
assistance awarded through the Department of Environmental Protection by this Agreement. In determining
the state financial assistance expended in its fiscal year, the recipient shall consider all sources of state
financial assistance, including state financial assistance received from the Department of Environmental
Protection, other state agencies, and other nonstate entities. State financial assistance does not include
Federal direct or pass-through awards and resources received by a nonstate entity for Federal program

matching requirements.

2. In connection with the audit requirements addressed in Part II, paragraph 1; the recipient shall ensure that the
audit complies with the requirements of Section 215.97(7), Florida Statutes. This includes submission of a
financial reporting package as defined by Section 215.97(2), Florida Statutes, and Chapters 10.550 (local
governmental entities) or 10.650 (nonprofit and for-profit organizations), Rules of the Auditor General.

3. If the recipient expends less than $750,000 in state financial assistance in its fiscal year, an audit conducted
in accordance with the provisions of Section 215.97, Florida Statutes, is not required. In the event that the
recipient expends less than $750,000 in state financial assistance in its fiscal year, and elects to have an audit
conducted in accordance with the provisions of Section 215.97, Florida Statutes, the cost of the audit must
be paid from the non-state entity’s resources (i.e., the cost of such an audit must be paid from the recipient’s

resources obtained from other than State entities).

4. For information regarding the Florida Catalog of State Financial Assistance (CSFA), a recipient should access

the Florida Single Audit Act website located at https://apps.fldfs.com/fsaa for assistance. In addition to the
Legislature's Website at

htip://'www.leg.state.fl.us/Welcome/index.cfm, State of Florida’s website at http://www.myflorida.conv,

above websites, the following websites may be accessed for information:

Department of Financial Services” Website at hitp:/www.fldfs.com/ and the Auditor General's Website at

http://www.myflorida.com/audgen/.
PART III: OTHER AUDIT REQUIREMENTS

(NOTE: This part would be used to specify any additional audit requirements imposed by the State awarding entity
that are solely a matter of that State awarding entity’s policy (i.e., the audit is not required by Federal or State laws
and is not in conflict with other Federal or State audit requirements). Pursuant to Section 2135.97(8), Florida Statutes,
State agencies may conduct or arrange for audits of State financial assistance that are in addition to audits conducted
in accordance with Section 215.97, Florida Statutes. In such an event, the State awarding agency must arrange for

Junding the full cost of such additional audits.)

PART IV: REPORT SUBMISSION

1. Copies of reporting packages for audits conducted in accordance with OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and
2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F and required by PART I of this Attachment shall be submitted, when required by
Section .320 (d), OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, by or on behalf of the

recipient directly to each of the following:
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A The Department of Environmental Protection at one of the following addresses:

By Mail:
Audit Director
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Office of the Inspector Géneral, MS 40
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Electronically:

FDEPSingleAudit@dep.state.fl.us

B. The Federal Audit Clearinghouse designated in OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR
§200.501(2) (the number of copies required by Sections .320 (d)(1) and (2), OMB Circular A-133,
as revised, and 2 CFR §200.501(a) should be submitted to the Federal Audit Clearinghouse), at the
following address:

Federal Audit Clearinghouse
Bureau of the Census

1201 East 10th Street
Jeffersonville, IN 47132

Submissions of the Single Audit reporting package for fiscal periods ending on or after January 1,
2008, must be submitted using the Federal Clearinghouse’s Internet Data Entry System which can

be found at http://harvester.census.gov/facweb/

C. Other Federal agencies and pass-through entities in accordance with Sections .320 (e) and (f),
OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR §200.512.

Pursuant to Section .320(f), OMB Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, the recipient
shall submit a copy of the reporting package described in Section .320(c), OMB Circular A-133, as revised,
and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, and any management letters issued by the auditor, to the Department of
Environmental Protection at one the following addresses:

By Mail:
Audit Director
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Office of the Inspector General, MS 40
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Electronically:

FDEPSingleAudit@dep.state.fl.us

Copies of financial reporting packages required by PART II of this Attachment shall be submitted by or on
behalf of the recipient directly to each of the following:

A The Department of Environmental Protection at one of the following addresses:

By Mail:
Audit Director
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Office of the Inspector General, MS 40
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000
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Electronically:
FDEPSingleAudit@dep.state.fl.us

B. The Auditor General’s Office at the following address:

State of Florida Auditor General
Room 401, Claude Pepper Building
111 West Madison Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1450

4. Copies of reports or management letters required by PART III of this Attachment shall be submitted by or
on behalf of the recipient directly to the Department of Environmental Protection at one of the following

addresses: _
By Mail:
Audit Director
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Office of the Inspector General, MS 40
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

Electronically:
FDEPSingleAudit@@dep.state.fl.us

5. Any reports, management letters, or other information required to be submitted to the Department of
Environmental Protection pursuant to this Agreement shall be submitted timely in accordance with OMB
Circular A-133, as revised, and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, Florida Statutes, or Chapters 10.550 (local
governmental entities) or 10.650 (nonprofit and for-profit organizations), Rules of the Auditor General, as

applicable.

6. Recipients, when submitting financial reporting packages to the Department of Environmental Protection for
audits done in accordance with OMB Circular A-133, as revised and 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F, or Chapters
10.550 (local governmental entities) or 10.650 (nonprofit and for-profit organizations), Rules of the Auditor
General, should indicate the date that the reporting package was delivered to the recipient in correspondence

accompanying the reporting package.

PART V: RECORD RETENTION

The recipient shall retain sufficient records demonstrating its compliance with the terms of this Agreement for a period
of § years from the date the audit report is issued, and shall allow the Department of Environmental Protection, or its
designee, Chief Financial Officer, or Auditor General access to such records upon request. The recipient shall ensure
that audit working papers are made available to the Department of Environmental Protection, or its designee, Chief
Financial Officer, or Auditor General upon request for a period of 3 years from the date the audit report is issued,
unless extended in writing by the Department of Environmental Protection.

REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
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DEP Agreement #: F1921
FCT Project No: 18-021-FF19

ATTACHMENT B
CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT

This Confidentiality Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between the CITY OF NEW
SMYRNA BEACH, a Florida local government (“Recipient”) and the FLORIDA
COMMUNITIES TRUST (“FCT”), a non-regulatory agency within the Department of
Environmental Protection, and is made with reference to Rule 62-819.008(3), Florida

Administrative Code (“F.A.C.”).

1. The Project Site

This Agreement covers all parcels identified as part of the Project Site in Recipient’s FCT
Application 18-021-FF19 that were selected for funding and are governed by a Grant Agreement
for FCT Project Number 18-021-FF19 (“Project Site”).

2. Confidentiality

a. Pursuant to Rule 62-819.002(8), F.A.C., the term “Confidential” refers to
information that shall not be available for public disclosure or inspection and 1is exempt from the
provisions of Section 119.07, Florida Statutes (“F.S.”). -

b. The Recipient and its agents shall maintain the confidentiality of appraisals, and
any other reports relating to value, offers, and counteroffers as required by Rule 62-819.008,
F.A.C. Appraisals, and any other reports relating to value, offers and counteroffers are not
available for public disclosure or inspection and are exempt from the provisions of Section
119.07(1), F.S. until a Purchase Agreement is executed by the property owners and Recipient and
conditionally accepted by FCT (or if no Purchase Agreement is executed, then as provided in
Section 125.355(1)(a), F.S. if Recipient is a county, or Section 166.045(1)(a), F.S. if Recipient is
a municipality). If Recipient is a nonprofit environmental organization, then the exemption from
Section 119.07(1), F.S. will expire 30 days after the termination of negotiations. The date of
termination of negotiations may be based on a written statement from a party to the negotiations
that good faith efforts at negotiating a Purchase Agreement have failed and the party desires to

cease negotiations.

c. The Recipient may disclose Confidential information only to FCT and its staff and
those individuals listed on the disclosure list below.

d. Recipient shall submit any requests to add persons to the disclosure list to the FCT
in writing. Upon the written consent of the Secretary of the Department of Environmental
Protection or designee, the Parties may amend this Agreement to include additional persons to the
disclosure list. All confidentiality requirements outlined above shall apply to individuals added to

the list.
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3. Disclosure List/Acreement to be Bound

a. Recipient, and each of the undersigned board members and staff of the Recipient
and its agents, if any, jointly and severally agree to maintain the confidentiality of appraisal
information, offers and counteroffers conceming FCT Project Number 18-021-FF19, as required
by Rule 62-819.008, F.A.C. and this Agreement.

b. Each of the undersigned further certify that they have no legal or beneficial interest
in the Project Site.

~ Date | Print Name, Title or Position . Affix Signature
i Khalid Resheidat ’ ¥ Y '
6/26/2019 Interim City Manager (. \¢ _
' Carrie Avallone | </
6/26/2019 | City Attorney valleve ‘

"T\Tancy H. Maddox ) A 2
6/26/2019 | Leisure Services Director V=47 ,Za@/ﬁ&
| rd
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement.

RECIPIENT: CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH FLORIDA COMMUNITIES TRUST,

a Florida local government

SRV

Print Name: BZ]Q[;d lg’gsbﬂdat

Title: Zzlﬁgﬂm [?!Zé 1 [Z kﬂaﬁaz
Date: ;{2@4 2l ZQQZ f

Approved as to Form and Legality:
By: /',ﬂ/WM\ W‘f
Print Name: éﬂfh'c, /”WJlo ne
Date: /2y )20 14

FCT Project #: 18-021-FF19
DEP Agreement Number: F1921

STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

By: Q@J, Ko&év

Secretary or designee

Print Name: 0&//:& biéé"‘f’

Title: D(eoﬁu_ DM Z %—4 4-4'%-&‘70

Date: %/l / 201 7

Approved ayo Form and Iﬁty\
By: //5/—7;27 -4{/

Print Name: LO/C Za 586‘('-
Date: 7 ~3! ~(9
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CHAPTER 259
LAND ACQUISITIONS FOR CONSERVATION OR RECREATION

259.01 Short title.

259.03 Definitions.

259.032 Conservation and recreation lands.

259.0322 Reinstitution of payments in lieu of taxes; duration.

259.035 Acquisition and Restoration Council.

259.036 Management review teams.

259.037 Land Management Uniform Accounting Council.

259.04 Board; powers and duties.

259.042 Tax increment financing for conservation lands.

259.045 Purchase of lands in areas of critical state concern; recommendations by department and land authorities.
259.047 Acquisition of land on which an agricultural lease exists.

259.05 Issuance of bonds.

259.06 Construction.

259.07 Public meetings.

259101 Florida Preservation 2000 Act.

259105 The Florida Forever Act.

2591051 Florida Forever Trust Fund.

2591052 Babcock Crescent B Ranch Florida Forever acquisition; conditions for purchase.
2591053 Babcock Ranch Preserve; Babcock Ranch Advisory Group.

259.1055 Florida wildlife corridor.

259.01 Short title.—This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Land Conservation Program.”
History.—s. 1, ch. 72-300; s. 15, ch. 2016-233,

259.03 Definitions.— The following terms and phrases when used in this chapter shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this
section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

(1) “Council” means that council established pursuant to s. 259.035.

(2) “Board” means the Governor and Cabinet, as the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(3) “Capital improvement” or “capital project expenditure” means those activities relating to the acquisition, restoration, public
access, and recreational uses of such lands, water areas, and related resources deemed necessary to accomplish the purposes of this
chapter. Eligible activities include, but are not limited to: the initial removal of invasive plants; the construction, improvement,
enlargement or extension of facilities’ signs, firelanes, access roads, and trails; or any other activities that serve to restore, conserve,
protect, or provide public access, recreational opportunities, or necessary services for land or water areas. Such activities shall be
identified prior to the acquisition of a parcel or the approval of a project. The continued expenditures necessary for a capital
improvement approved under this subsection shall not be eligible for funding provided in this chapter.

(4) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(5) “Division” means the Division of Bond Finance of the State Board of Administration.

(6) “Water resource development project” means a project eligible for funding pursuant to s. 259.105 that increases the amount of
water available to meet the needs of natural systems and the citizens of the state by enhancing or restoring aquifer recharge,
facilitating the capture and storage of excess flows in surface waters, or promoting reuse. The implementation of eligible projects under
s. 259105 includes land acquisition, land and water body restoration, aquifer storage and recovery facilities, surface water reservoirs, and
other capital improvements. The term does not include construction of treatment, transmission, or distribution facilities.

History.—s. 1, ch. 72-300; s.13, ch. 79-255; s. 2, ch. 81-210; s. 10, ch. 89-116; s. 193, ch. 92-279; s. 55, ch. 92-326; s. 12, ch. 99-247; s. 6, ch. 2000-170.

259.032 Conservation and recreation lands.—

(1) Itisthe policy of the state that the citizens of this state shall be assured public ownership of natural areas for purposes of
maintaining this state's unique natural resources; protecting air, land, and water quality; promoting water resource development to
meet the needs of natural systems and citizens of this state; promoting restoration activities on public lands; and providing lands for
natural resource-based recreation. In recognition of this policy, it is the intent of the Legislature to provide such public lands for the
people residing in urban and metropolitan areas of the state, as well as those residing in less populated, rural areas. It is the further
intent of the Legislature, with regard to the lands described in paragraph (2)(c), that a high priority be given to the acquisition,
restoration, and management of such lands in or near counties exhibiting the greatest concentration of population and, with regard to
the lands described in subsection (2), that a high priority be given to acquiring lands or rights or interests in lands that advance the
goals and objectives of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s approved species or habitat recovery plans, or lands within any
area designated as an area of critical state concern under s. 380.05 which, in the judgment of the advisory council established pursuant
to s. 259.035, or its successor, cannot be adequately protected by application of land development regulations adopted pursuant to s.
380.05. Finally, it is the Legislature’s intent that lands acquired for conservation and recreation purposes be managed in such a way as
to protect or restore their natural resource values, and provide the greatest benefit, including public access, to the citizens of this state.

(2) The Governor and Cabinet, sitting as the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, may expend moneys
appropriated by the Legislature to acquire the fee or any lesser interest in lands for any of the following public purposes:

(@) To conserve and protect environmentally unique and irreplaceable lands that contain native, relatively unaltered flora and fauna
representing a natural area unique to, or scarce within, a region of this state or a larger geographic area;

(b) To conserve and protect lands within designated areas of critical state concern, if the proposed acquisition relates to the natural
resource protection purposes of the designation;
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(c) To conserve and protect native species habitat or endangered or threatened species, emphasizing long-term protection for
endangered or threatened species designated G-1 or G-2 by the Florida Natural Areas Inventory, and especially those areas that are
special locations for breeding and reproduction;

(d) To conserve, protect, manage, or restore important ecosystems, landscapes, and forests, if the protection and conservation of
such lands is necessary to enhance or protect significant surface water, groundwater, coastal, recreational, timber, or fish or wildlife
resources which cannot otherwise be accomplished through local and state regulatory programs;

(e) To promote water resource development that benefits natural systems and citizens of the state;

(f) To facilitate the restoration and subsequent health and vitality of the Florida Everglades;

(9) To provide areas, including recreational trails, for natural resource-based recreation and other outdoor recreation on any part of
any site compatible with conservation purposes;

(h) To preserve significant archaeological or historic sites;

(i) To conserve urban open spaces suitable for greenways or outdoor recreation which are compatible with conservation purposes;

(J) To preserve agricultural lands under threat of conversion to development through less-than-fee acquisitions; or

(k) To complete critical linkages through fee or less-than-fee acquisitions that will help preserve and protect the green and blue
infrastructure and vital habitat for wide-ranging wildlife, such as the Florida panther, within the Florida wildlife corridor as defined in s.
259.1055(4).

(3) Lands acquired for conservation and recreation purposes shall be for use as state-designated parks, recreation areas, preserves,
reserves, historic or archaeological sites, geologic or botanical sites, recreational trails, forests, wilderness areas, wildlife management
areas, urban open space, or other state-designated recreation or conservation lands; or they shall qualify for such state designation and
use if they are to be managed by other governmental agencies or nonstate entities as provided for in this section.

(4) The board of trustees may expend funds appropriated by the Legislature for the initiation and maintenance of a natural areas
inventory to aid in the identification of areas to be acquired for conservation and recreation purposes.

(5) The board of trustees may enter into any contract necessary to accomplish the purposes of this section. The lead land managing
agencies designated by the board of trustees also are directed by the Legislature to enter into contracts or interagency agreements
with other governmental entities, including local soil and water conservation districts, or private land managers who have the expertise
to perform specific management activities which a lead agency lacks, or which would cost more to provide in-house. Such activities
shall include, but not be limited to, controlled burning, road and ditch maintenance, mowing, and wildlife assessments.

(6) Conservation and recreation lands are subject to the selection procedures of s. 259.035 and related rules and shall be acquired in
accordance with acquisition procedures for state lands provided for in s. 253.025, except as otherwise provided by the Legislature. An
inholding or an addition to conservation and recreation lands is not subject to the selection procedures of s. 259.035 if the estimated
value of such inholding or addition does not exceed $500,000. When at least 90 percent of the acreage of a project has been purchased
for conservation and recreation purposes, the project may be removed from the list and the remaining acreage may continue to be
purchased. Funds appropriated to acquire conservation and recreation lands may be used for title work, appraisal fees, environmental
audits, and survey costs related to acquisition expenses for lands to be acquired, donated, or exchanged which qualify under the
categories of this section, at the discretion of the board. When the Legislature has authorized the department to condemn a specific
parcel of land and such parcel has already been approved for acquisition, the land may be acquired in accordance with chapter 73 or
chapter 74, and the funds appropriated to acquire conservation and recreation lands may be used to pay the condemnation award and
all costs, including reasonable attorney fees, associated with condemnation.

(7)(@) All lands managed under this chapter and s. 253.034 must be:

1. Managed in a manner that will provide the greatest combination of benefits to the public and to the resources.

2. Managed for public outdoor recreation which is compatible with the conservation and protection of public lands. Such
management may include, but not be limited to, the following public recreational uses: fishing, hunting, camping, bicycling, hiking,
nature study, swimming, boating, canoeing, horseback riding, diving, model hobbyist activities, birding, sailing, jogging, and other
related outdoor activities.

(b) Concurrent with its adoption of the annual list of acquisition projects pursuant to s. 259.035, the board shall adopt a
management prospectus for each project. The management prospectus shall delineate:

1. The management goals for the property;

2. The conditions that will affect the intensity of management;

3. An estimate of the revenue-generating potential of the property, if appropriate;

4.  Atimetable for implementing the various stages of management and for providing access to the public, if applicable;
5. A description of potential multiple-use activities as described in this section and s. 253.034;

6. Provisions for protecting existing infrastructure and for ensuring the security of the project upon acquisition;

7. The anticipated costs of management and projected sources of revenue, including legislative appropriations, to fund

management needs; and

8. Recommendations as to how many employees will be needed to manage the property, and recommmendations as to whether
local governments, volunteer groups, the former landowner, or other interested parties can be involved in the management.

(c) Concurrent with the approval of the acquisition contract pursuant to s. 253.025(4) for any interest in lands except those lands
acquired pursuant to s. 259.1052, the board shall designate an agency or agencies to manage such lands. The board shall evaluate and
amend, as appropriate, the management policy statement for the project as provided by s. 259.035 to ensure that the policy statement
is compatible with conservation, recreation, or both. For any fee simple acquisition of a parcel which is or will be leased back for
agricultural purposes, or any acquisition of a less than fee interest in land that is or will be used for agricultural purposes, the board shall
first consider having a soil and water conservation district, created pursuant to chapter 582, manage and monitor such interests.

(d) State agencies designated to manage lands acquired under this chapter or with funds deposited into the Land Acquisition Trust
Fund, except those lands acquired under s. 259.1052, may contract with local governments, water control districts designated pursuant
to chapter 298, and soil and water conservation districts to assist in management activities, including the responsibility of being the
lead land manager. Such land management contracts must include a provision for the transfer of management funding to the local
government, water control district, or soil and water conservation district of the lead land managing agency in an amount adequate for
the local government, water control district, or soil and water conservation district to perform its land management responsibilities or
which otherwise would have been expended by the state agency to manage the property.

(e) Immediately following the acquisition of any interest in conservation and recreation lands, the department, acting on behalf of
the board, may issue to the lead managing entity an interim assignment letter to be effective until the execution of a formal lease.

(8)(a) State, regional, or local governmental agencies or private entities designated to manage lands under this section shall develop
and adopt, with the approval of the board, an individual management plan for each project designed to conserve and protect such
lands and their associated natural resources. Private sector involvement in management plan development may be used to expedite
the planning process.
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(b) Individual management plans required by s. 253.034(5) for parcels over 160 acres and for parcels located within a state park must
be developed with input from an advisory group.

1. Members of the advisory group shall include, at a minimum, representatives of the lead land managing agency, comanaging
entities, local private property owners, the appropriate soil and water conservation district, a local conservation organization, and a local
elected official. If habitat or potentially restorable habitat for imperiled species is located on state lands, the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission and the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services must be included on any advisory group
required under chapter 253, and the short-term and long-termm management goals required under chapter 253 must advance the goals
and objectives of imperiled species management without restricting other uses identified in the management plan.

2. The advisory group shall conduct at least one public hearing within the county in which the parcel or project is located. For those
parcels or projects within more than one county, at least one areawide public hearing is acceptable and the lead managing agency
shall invite a local elected official from each county. The areawide public hearing must be held in the county in which the core parcels
are located. At least 30 days before the public hearing, notice of the hearing must be posted on the parcel or project designated for
management, advertised in a paper of general circulation, and announced at a scheduled meeting of the local governing body.

3. The management prospectus required pursuant to paragraph (7)(b) must be available to the public for a period of 30 days before
the public hearing.

() Once aplan is adopted, the managing agency or entity shall update the plan at least every 10 years in a form and manner
adopted by rule of the board. Such updates for parcels over 160 acres and for parcels located within a state park must be developed
with input from an advisory group. Such plans may include transfers of leasehold interests to appropriate conservation organizations or
governmental entities designated by the council for uses consistent with the purposes of the organizations and the protection,
preservation, conservation, restoration, and proper management of the lands and their resources. Volunteer management assistance is
encouraged, including, but not limited to, assistance by youths participating in programs sponsored by state or local agencies, by
volunteers sponsored by environmental or civic organizations, and by individuals participating in programs for committed delinquents
and adults.

(d) For each project for which lands are acquired after July 1,1995, an individual management plan shall be adopted and in place no
later than 1year after the essential parcel or parcels identified in the priority list developed pursuant to s. 259.105 have been acquired.
The department shall distribute only 75 percent of the acquisition funds to which a budget entity or water management district would
otherwise be entitled to any budget entity or any water management district that has more than one-third of its management plans
overdue.

(e) Individual management plans shall conform to the appropriate policies and guidelines of the state land management plan and
shall include, but not be limited to:

1. A statement of the purpose for which the lands were acquired, the projected use or uses as defined in s. 253.034, and the statutory
authority for such use or uses.

2. Key management activities necessary to achieve the desired outcomes, including, but not limited to, providing public access,
preserving and protecting natural resources, protecting cultural and historical resources, restoring habitat, protecting threatened and
endangered species, controlling the spread of nonnative plants and animals, performing prescribed fire activities, and other
appropriate resource management.

3. Aspecific description of how the managing agency plans to identify, locate, protect, and preserve, or otherwise use fragile,
nonrenewable natural and cultural resources.

4. A priority schedule for conducting management activities.

5. A cost estimate for conducting priority management activities, to include recommendations for cost-effective methods of
accomplishing those activities.

6. A cost estimate for conducting other management activities which would enhance the natural resource value or public
recreation value. The cost estimate shall include recommendations for cost-effective methods of accomplishing those activities.

7. A determination of the public uses and public access that would be compatible with conservation, recreation, or both.

(f) The Division of State Lands shall submit a copy of each individual management plan for parcels which exceed 160 acres in size to
each member of the council, which shall:

1. Within 60 days after receiving a plan from the Division of State Lands, review each plan for compliance with the requirements of
this subsection and with the requirements of the rules adopted by the board pursuant to this subsection.

2. Consider the propriety of the recommendations of the managing agency with regard to the future use or protection of the
property.

3. After its review, submit the plan, along with its recommendations and comments, to the board, with recommendations as to
whether to approve the plan as submitted, approve the plan with modifications, or reject the plan.

(9) The board shall consider the individual management plan submitted by each state agency and the recommendations of the
council and the department and shall approve the plan with or without modification or reject such plan. The use or possession of any
lands owned by the board which is not in accordance with an approved individual management plan is subject to termination by the
board.

By July 1 of each year, each governmental agency and each private entity designated to manage lands shall report to the Secretary of
Environmental Protection on the progress of funding, staffing, and resource management of every project for which the agency or
entity is responsible.

(9)(@a) The Legislature recognizes that acquiring lands pursuant to this chapter serves the public interest by protecting land, air, and
water resources which contribute to the public health and welfare, providing areas for natural resource-based recreation, and ensuring
the survival of unique and irreplaceable plant and animal species. The Legislature intends for these lands to be managed and
maintained in a manner that is compatible with conservation, recreation, or both, consistent with the land management plan and for
the public to have access to and use of these lands if public access would not harm the resources the state is seeking to protect on the
public's behalf.

(b)  An amount of not less than 1.5 percent of the cumulative total of funds ever deposited into the former Florida Preservation 2000
Trust Fund and the Florida Forever Trust Fund shall be made available for the purposes of management, maintenance, and capital
improvements, and for associated contractual services, for conservation and recreation lands acquired with funds deposited into the
Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to s. 28(a), Art. X of the State Constitution or pursuant to former s. 259.032, Florida Statutes 2014,
former s. 259.101, Florida Statutes 2014, s. 259.105, s. 259.1052, or previous programs for the acquisition of lands for conservation and
recreation, including state forests, to which title is vested in the board of trustees and other conservation and recreation lands
managed by a state agency. Each agency with management responsibilities shall annually request from the Legislature funds
sufficient to fulfill such responsibilities to implement individual management plans. For the purposes of this paragraph, capital
improvements shall include, but need not be limited to, perimeter fencing, signs, firelanes, access roads and trails, and minimal public
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accommodations, such as primitive campsites, garbage receptacles, and toilets. Any equipment purchased with funds provided
pursuant to this paragraph may be used for the purposes described in this paragraph on any conservation and recreation lands
managed by a state agency. The funding requirement created in this paragraph is subject to an annual evaluation by the Legislature to
ensure that such requirement does not impact the respective trust fund in a manner that would prevent the trust fund from meeting
other minimum requirements.

(c) All revenues generated through multiple-use management or compatible secondary-use management shall be returned to the
lead agency responsible for such management and shall be used to pay for management activities on all conservation, preservation,
and recreation lands under the agency'’s jurisdiction. In addition, such revenues shall be segregated in an agency trust fund used for
land management activities, other than a land acquisition trust fund, and such revenues shall remain available to the agency in
subsequent fiscal years to support land management appropriations. For the purposes of this paragraph, compatible secondary-use
management shall be those activities described in subsection (7) undertaken on parcels designated as single use pursuant to s.
253.034(2)(b).

(d) Up to one-fifth of the funds appropriated for the purposes identified in paragraph (b) shall be reserved by the board for interim
management of acquisitions and for associated contractual services, to ensure the conservation and protection of natural resources on
project sites and to allow limited public recreational use of lands. Interim management activities may include, but not be limited to,
resource assessments, control of invasive, nonnative species, habitat restoration, fencing, law enforcement, controlled burning, and
public access consistent with preliminary determinations made pursuant to paragraph (7)(e). The board shall make these interim funds
available immediately upon purchase.

() The department shall set long-range and annual goals for the control and removal of nonnative, invasive plant species on public
lands. Such goals shall differentiate between aquatic plant species and upland plant species. In setting such goals, the department
may rank, in order of adverse impact, species that impede or destroy the functioning of natural systems. Notwithstanding paragraph
(a), up to one-fourth of the funds provided for in paragraph (b) may be used by the agencies receiving those funds for control and
removal of nonnative, invasive species on public lands.

(f) To ensure that the public has knowledge of and access to conservation lands, as defined in s. 253.034(2)(c), the department shall
publish, update, and maintain a database of such lands where public access is compatible with conservation and recreation purposes.

1. By July1, 2017, the database must be available to the public online and must include, at a minimum, the location, types of
allowable recreational opportunities, points of public access, facilities or other amenities, restrictions, and any other information the
department deems appropriate to increase public awareness of recreational opportunities on conservation lands. Such data must be
electronically accessible, searchable, and downloadable in a generally acceptable format.

2. The department, through its own efforts or through partnership with a third-party entity, shall create an application
downloadable on mobile devices to be used to locate state lands available for public access using the user’s locational information or
based upon an activity of interest.

3. The database and application must include information for all state conservation lands to which the public has a right of access
for recreational purposes. Beginning January 1, 2018, to the greatest extent practicable, the database shall include similar information
for lands owned by federal and local governmental entities that allow access for recreational purposes.

4. By January 1 of each year, the department shall provide a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives describing the percentage of public lands acquired under this chapter to which the public has access
and the efforts undertaken by the department to increase public access to such lands.

(10)(a) Beginning July 1,1999, the Legislature may appropriate funds annually to the department for payment in lieu of taxes to
qualifying counties and local governments as defined in paragraph (b) for all actual tax losses incurred as a result of board of trustees
acquisitions for state agencies under the Florida Forever program or the former Florida Preservation 2000 program.

(b)  Payment in lieu of taxes shall be available:

1. To all counties that have a population of 150,000 or fewer. Population levels shall be determined pursuant to s. 11.031.

2. To all local governments located in eligible counties.

(c) Ifinsufficient funds are available in any year to make full payments to all qualifying counties and local governments, such
counties and local governments shall receive a pro rata share of the moneys available.

(d) The payment amount shall be based on the average amount of actual taxes paid on the property for the 3 years preceding
acquisition. Applications for payment in lieu of taxes shall be made no later than January 31 of the year following acquisition. No
payment in lieu of taxes shall be made for properties which were exempt from ad valorem taxation for the year immediately preceding
acquisition.

(e) If property which was subject to ad valorem taxation was acquired by a tax-exempt entity for ultimate conveyance to the state
under this chapter, payment in lieu of taxes shall be made for such property based upon the average amount of taxes paid on the
property for the 3 years before its being removed from the tax rolls. The department shall certify to the Department of Revenue those
properties that may be eligible under this provision. Once eligibility has been established, that county or local government shall receive
annual payments for each tax loss until the qualifying county or local government exceeds the population threshold pursuant to this
section.

(f) Paymentin lieu of taxes pursuant to this subsection shall be made annually to qualifying counties and local governments after
certification by the Department of Revenue that the amounts applied for are reasonably appropriate, based on the amount of actual
taxes paid on the eligible property. With the assistance of the local government requesting payment in lieu of taxes, the state agency
that acquired the land is responsible for preparing and submitting application requests for payment to the Department of Revenue for
certification.

(9) Ifthe board of trustees conveys to a local government title to any land owned by the board, any payments in lieu of taxes on the
land made to the local government shall be discontinued as of the date of the conveyance.

For the purposes of this subsection, “local government” includes municipalities, the county school board, mosquito control districts,
and any other local government entity which levies ad valorem taxes, with the exception of a water management district.

(1M Within 90 days after receiving a certified letter from the owner of a property on the priority list established pursuant to s. 259.105
objecting to the property being included in an acquisition project, where such property is a project or part of a project which has not
been listed for purchase in the current year's land acquisition work plan, the board of trustees shall delete the property from the list or
from the boundary of an acquisition project on the list.

History.—s. 8, ch. 79-255; s. 16, ch. 80-356; s. 5, ch. 81-35; s. 1, ch. 81-210; s. 165, ch. 81-259; s. 1, ch. 82-152; s. 2, ch. 83-80; s. 1, ch. 83-114; 5. 10, ch. 84-330; s. 13, ch. 86-178; s.
6, ch. 86-294; s.1, ch. 87-96; s. 1, ch. 88-387; s. 13, ch. 89-116; s. 1, ch. 89-276; s. 2, ch. 90-1; s. 8, ch. 90-217; s. 1, ch. 91-62; 5. 5, ch. 91-420; s. 2, ch. 92-288; s. 45, ch. 93-206; s. 4,
ch.94-197; s.1, ch. 94-212; s. 1, ch. 94-240; s. 65, ch. 94-356; s. 5, ch. 95-349; ss. 19, 20, ch. 95-430; s. 3, ch. 96-389; s. 19, ch. 96-420; s. 23, ch. 97-94; ss. 27, 29, ch. 97-153; s. 6,
ch. 97-164; ss. 26, 38, ch. 98-46; s. 10, ch. 99-4; s. 34, ch. 99-13; ss. 28, 33, 53, ch. 99-228; 5. 13, ch. 99-247; s. 20, ch. 99-292; s. 7, ch. 2000-170; s. 61, ch. 2000-171; s. 45, ch.
2001-61; s. 7, ch. 2002-2; s. 28, ch. 2002-402; s. 15, ch. 2003-6; s. 280, ch. 2003-261; s. 6, ch. 2003-394; s. 18, ch. 2004-5; ss. 42, 75, ch. 2004-269; s. 41, ch. 2005-71; ss. 31, 42,
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ch. 2006-26; s. 4, ch. 2006-23]; s. 5, ch. 2008-5; s. 9, ch. 2008-229; s. 21, ch. 2009-21; s. 36, ch. 2013-15; s. 37, ch. 2014-53; s. 20, ch. 2015-229; s. 1, ch. 2016-1; s. 28, ch. 2016-10;
s.17, ch. 2016-233; s. 8, ch. 2020-4; s. 3, ch. 2023-169; s. 6, ch. 2025-76; s. 3, ch. 2025-201.
Note.—Former s. 253.023.

259.0322 Reinstitution of payments in lieu of taxes; duration.—If the Department of Environmental Protection has made a
payment in lieu of taxes to a governmental entity and subsequently suspended such payment, the department shall reinstitute
appropriate payments and continue the payments in consecutive years until the governmental entity has received a total of 10
payments for each tax loss.

History.—s. 52, ch. 99-247; s. 6, ch. 99-353; s. 7, ch. 2003-394.

259.035 Acquisition and Restoration Council.—

(1) There is created the Acquisition and Restoration Council.

(@) The council shall be composed of 10 voting members, 4 of whom shall be appointed by the Governor. Of these four appointees,
three shall be from scientific disciplines related to land, water, or environmental sciences and the fourth shall have at least 5 years of
experience in managing lands for both active and passive types of recreation. They shall serve 4-year terms, except that, initially, to
provide for staggered terms, two of the appointees shall serve 2-year terms. All subsequent appointments shall be for 4-year terms. An
appointee may not serve more than 6 years. The Governor may at any time fill a vacancy for the unexpired term of a member appointed
under this paragraph.

(b) The four remaining appointees shall be composed of the Secretary of Environmental Protection, the director of the Florida
Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the executive director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, and the director of the Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State, or their respective designees.

() One member shall be appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture with a discipline related to agriculture including
silviculture. One member shall be appointed by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission with a discipline related to wildlife
management or wildlife ecology.

(d) The Governor shall appoint the chair of the council, and a vice chair shall be elected from among the members.

(e) The council shall hold periodic meetings at the request of the chair.

(f) The Department of Environmental Protection shall provide primary staff support to the council and shall ensure that council
meetings are electronically recorded. Such recording shall be preserved pursuant to chapters 119 and 257.

(g) The board of trustees has authority to adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement the provisions of this
section.

(2) The four members of the council appointed pursuant to paragraph (a) and the two members of the council appointed pursuant
to paragraph (c) shall receive reimbursement for expenses and per diem for travel, to attend council meetings, as allowed state officers
and employees while in the performance of their duties, pursuant to s. 112.061.

(3) The council shall provide assistance to the board in reviewing the recommendations and plans for state-owned conservation
lands required under s. 253.034 and this chapter. The council shall, in reviewing such plans, consider the optimization of multiple-use
and conservation strategies to accomplish the provisions funded pursuant to former s. 259.101(3)(a), Florida Statutes 2014, and to s.
259.105(3)(b).

(4)(@) By December 1, 2016, the council shall develop rules defining specific criteria and numeric performance measures needed for
lands that are to be acquired for public purpose under the Florida Forever program pursuant to s. 259.105 or with funds deposited into
the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to s. 28(a), Art. X of the State Constitution. These rules shall be reviewed and adopted by the
board, then submitted to the Legislature for consideration by February 1, 2017. The Legislature may reject, modify, or take no action
relative to the proposed rules. If no action is taken, the rules shall be implemented. Subsequent to their approval, each recipient of
funds from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund shall annually report to the department on each of the numeric performance measures
accomplished during the previous fiscal year.

(b) In developing or amending rules, the council shall give weight to the criteria included in s. 259.105(9). The board of trustees shall
review the recommmendations and shall adopt rules necessary to administer this section.

(5) An affirmative vote of five members of the council is required in order to change a project boundary or to place a proposed
project on a list developed pursuant to subsection (4). Any member of the council who by family or a business relationship has a
connection with all or a portion of any proposed project shall declare the interest before voting on its inclusion on a list.

(6) The proposal for a project pursuant to this section or s. 259.105(3)(b) may be implemented only if adopted by the council and
approved by the board of trustees. The council shall consider and evaluate in writing the merits and demerits of each project that is
proposed for acquisition using funds available pursuant to s. 28, Art. X of the State Constitution or Florida Forever funding and shall
ensure that each proposed project meets the requirements of s. 28, Art. X of the State Constitution. The council also shall determine
whether the project conforms, where applicable, with the comprehensive plan developed pursuant to s. 259.04(1)(a), the
comprehensive multipurpose outdoor recreation plan developed pursuant to s. 375.021, the state lands management plan adopted
pursuant to s. 253.03(7), the water resources work plans developed pursuant to s. 373.199, and the provisions of s. 259.032, s. 259.101, or s.
259.105, whichever is applicable.

History.—s. 14, ch. 79-255; s. 3, ch. 81-210; s. 1, ch. 82-46; s. 4, ch. 82-152; s. 24, ch. 83-55; s. 3, ch. 83-114; s. 2, ch. 83-265; s. 31, ch. 86-163; s. 3, ch. 88-387; ss. 8, 9, 11, ch. 89-
16; s. 5, ch. 90-217; s. 5, ch. 91-429; ss. 4,17, ch. 92-288; s. 6, ch. 93-213; s. 3, ch. 94-240; s. 102, ch. 94-356; s. 851, ch. 95-148; s. 4, ch. 96-389; s. 7, ch. 97-164; s. 50, ch. 98-200;
s.2,ch. 98-332; 5. 16, ch. 99-247; s. 9, ch. 2000-170; s. 8, ch. 2001-275; 5. 10, ch. 2008-229; s. 119, ch. 2011-142; 5. 5, ch. 2012-7; 5. 81, ch. 2012-96; s. 21, ch. 2015-229; 5. 18, ch.
2016-233.

259.036 Management review teams.—

(1) To determine whether conservation, preservation, and recreation lands titled in the name of the board are being managed for
purposes that are compatible with conservation, preservation, or recreation in accordance with a land management plan adopted
pursuant to s. 259.032, the board, acting through the department, shall cause periodic management reviews to be conducted as
follows:

(@) The department shall establish a regional land management review team composed of the following members:

1. One individual who is from the county or local community in which the parcel or project is located and who is selected by the
county commission in the county which is most impacted by the acquisition.

2. One individual from the Division of Recreation and Parks of the department.

One individual from the Florida Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

One individual from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

One individual from the department’s district office in which the parcel is located.

A private land manager, preferably from the local community, mutually agreeable to the state agency representatives.
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7. A member or staff from the jurisdictional water management district or local soil and water conservation district board of
supervisors.

8. A member of a conservation organization.

(b) The department shall act as the review team coordinator for the purposes of establishing schedules for the reviews and other
staff functions. The Legislature shall appropriate funds necessary to implement land management review team functions.

(2) The land management review team shall review select management areas before the date the manager is required to submit a
10-year land management plan update. For management areas that exceed 1,000 acres in size, the department shall schedule a land
management review at least every 5 years. A copy of the review shall be provided to the manager, the department, and the council. The
manager shall consider the findings and recommendations of the land management review team in finalizing the required 10-year
update of its management plan.

(3) Inconducting a review, the land management review team shall evaluate the extent to which the existing management plan
provides sufficient protection to threatened or endangered species, unique or important natural or physical features, geological or
hydrological functions, or archaeological features. The review shall also evaluate the extent to which the land is being managed for the
purposes for which it was acquired and the degree to which actual management practices, including public access, are in compliance
with the adopted management plan.

(4) Inthe event aland management plan has not been adopted within the timeframes specified in s. 259.032(8), the department
may direct a management review of the property, to be conducted by the land management review team. The review shall consider
the extent to which the land is being managed in a manner that is compatible with conservation, recreation, or both and the degree to
which actual management practices are in compliance with the management policy statement and management prospectus for that
property.

(5) Ifthe land management review team determines that reviewed lands are not being managed in a manner that is compatible
with conservation, recreation, or both, consistent with the adopted land management plan, management policy statement, or
management prospectus, or if the managing agency fails to address the review findings in the updated management plan, the
department shall provide the review findings to the board, and the managing agency must report to the board its reasons for
managing the lands as it has.

(6) No later than the second board meeting in October of each year, the department shall report the annual review findings of its
land management review team.

History.—s. 8, ch. 97-164; s. 80, ch. 99-245; 5. 17, ch. 99-247; 5. 8, ch. 2003-394; s. 6, ch. 2012-7; . 22, ch. 2015-229; 5. 19, ch. 2016-233.

259.037 Land Management Uniform Accounting Council.—

(1)  The Land Management Uniform Accounting Council (LMUAQC) is created within the Department of Environmental Protection
and shall consist of the director of the Division of State Lands, the director of the Division of Recreation and Parks, and the director of
the Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas of the department; the director of the Florida Forest Service of the Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services; the executive director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; and the director of the
Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State, or their respective designees. Each state agency represented on the LMUAC
shall have one vote. The chair of the LMUAC shall rotate annually in the foregoing order of state agencies. The agency of the
representative serving as chair shall provide staff support for the LMUAC. The Division of State Lands shall serve as the recipient of and
repository for the LMUAC's documents. The LMUAC shall meet at the request of the chair.

(2) The Auditor General and the director of the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability, or their designees,
shall advise the LMUAC to ensure that appropriate accounting procedures are used and that a uniform method of collecting and
reporting accurate costs of land management activities are created and can be used by all agencies.

(3)(@) Allland management activities and costs must be assigned to a specific category, and any single activity or cost may not be
assigned to more than one category. Administrative costs, such as planning or training, shall be segregated from other management
activities. Specific management activities and costs must initially be grouped, at a minimum, within the following categories:

1. Resource management.

Administration.

Support.

Capital improvements.
Recreation visitor services.
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Law enforcement activities.

Upon adoption of the initial list of land management categories by the LMUAC, agencies assigned to manage conservation or
recreation lands shall account for land management costs in accordance with the category to which an expenditure is assigned.

(b) Each reporting agency shall also:

1. Include a report of the available public use opportunities for each management unit of state land, the total management cost for
public access and public use, and the cost associated with each use option.

2. List the acres of land requiring minimal management effort, moderate management effort, and significant management effort.
For each category created in paragraph (a), the reporting agency shall include the amount of funds requested, the amount of funds
received, and the amount of funds expended for land management.

3. List acres managed and cost of management for each park, preserve, forest, reserve, or management area.

4. List acres managed, cost of management, and lead manager for each state lands management unit for which secondary
management activities were provided.

5. Include a report of the estimated calculable financial benefits to the public for the ecosystem services provided by conservation
lands, based on the best readily available information or science that provides a standard measurement methodology to be
consistently applied by the land managing agencies. Such information may include, but need not be limited to, the value of natural
lands for protecting the quality and quantity of drinking water through natural water filtration and recharge, contributions to
protecting and improving air quality, benefits to agriculture through increased soil productivity and preservation of biodiversity, and
savings to property and lives through flood control.

(4) The LMUAC shall provide a report of the agencies’ expenditures pursuant to the adopted categories to the Acquisition and
Restoration Council and the Division of State Lands for inclusion in its annual report required pursuant to s. 259.036.

(5) Should the LMUAC determine that the list of land management categories needs to be revised, it shall meet upon the call of the
chair.

(6) Biennially, each reporting agency shall also submit an operational report for each management area along with an approved
management plan. The report should assess the progress toward achieving short-term and long-term management goals of the
approved management plan, including all land management activities, and identify any deficiencies in management and corrective



actions to address identified deficiencies as appropriate. This report shall be submitted to the Acquisition and Restoration Council and
the Division of State Lands for inclusion in its annual report required pursuant to s. 259.036.

(7)(@) The LMUAC shall recommend the most efficient and effective use of the funds available to state agencies for land
management activities. The recommendations must be based on a review of the resources of each land management agency to
determine current expenditures, including personnel costs, spent specifically on upland management activities and invasive species
removal. The recommendations must include a calculation methodology to distribute the funds between state agencies.

(b) The LMUAC shall adopt its initial recommendation and submit it to the Executive Office of the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 3, 2027. Thereafter, the LMUAC shall update its recommendation in
the biennial report developed pursuant to this section.

History.—s. 25, ch. 2000-170; s. 46, ch. 2001-61; s. 11, ch. 2008-229; s. 61, ch. 2010-102; 5. 7, ch. 2012-7; 5. 36, ch. 2014-17; 5. 23, ch. 2015-229; s. 20, ch. 2016-233; 5. 45, ch.
2020-2; s. 4, ch. 2024-58; s. 4, ch. 2025-201.

259.04 Board; powers and duties.—

(1) For projects and acquisitions selected for purchase pursuant to ss. 259.035 and 259.105:

(@) The board is given the responsibility, authority, and power to develop and execute a comprehensive, statewide 5-year plan to
conserve, restore, and protect environmentally endangered lands, ecosystems, lands necessary for outdoor recreational needs, and
other lands as identified in ss. 259.032 and 259.105. This plan shall be kept current through continual reevaluation and revision. The
advisory council or its successor shall assist the board in the development, reevaluation, and revision of the plan.

(b) The board may enter into contracts with the government of the United States or any agency or instrumentality thereof; the state
or any county, municipality, district authority, or political subdivision; or any private corporation, partnership, association, or person
providing for or relating to the conservation or protection of certain lands in accomplishing the purposes of this chapter.

(c)  Within 45 days after the advisory council or its successor submits the lists of projects to the board, the board shall approve, in
whole or in part, the lists of projects in the order of priority in which such projects are presented. To the greatest extent practicable,
projects on the lists shall be acquired in their approved order of priority.

(d) The board is authorized to acquire, by purchase, gift, or devise or otherwise, the fee title or any lesser interest of lands, water
areas, and related resources for environmentally endangered lands.

(2) For state capital projects for outdoor recreation lands, the provisions of chapter 375 and s. 253.025 shall also apply.

History.—s. 1, ch. 72-300; s. 15, ch. 79-255; s. 4, ch. 81-210; s. 4, ch. 83-114; 5. 12, ch. 89-116; s. 6, ch. 92-288; s. 16, ch. 94-240; s.18, ch. 99-247; s. 29, ch. 2000-152; s. 24, ch.
2015-229.

259.042 Tax increment financing for conservation lands.—

(1)  Two or more counties, or a combination of at least one county and one or more municipalities, may establish, through an
interlocal agreement, a tax increment area for conservation lands. The interlocal agreement, at a minimum, must:

(@) Identify the geographic boundaries of the tax increment area;

(b) Identify the real property to be acquired as conservation land within the tax increment area;

(c) Establish the percentage of tax increment financing for each jurisdiction in the tax increment area which is a party to the
interlocal agreement;

(d) Identify the governing body of the jurisdiction that will administer a separate reserve account in which the tax increment will be
deposited,;

(e) Require that any tax increment revenues not used to purchase conservation lands by a date certain be refunded to the parties to
the interlocal agreement. Any refund shall be proportionate to the parties’ payment of tax increment revenues into the separate
reserve account;

(f) Provide for an annual audit of the separate reserve account;

(g) Designate an entity to hold title to any conservation lands purchased using the tax increment revenues;

(n) Provide for a continuing management plan for the conservation lands; and

(i) Identify the entity that will manage these conservation lands.

(2) The water management district in which conservation lands proposed for purchase under this section are located may also
enter into the interlocal agreement if the district provides any funds for the purchase of the conservation lands. The water
management districts may only use ad valorem tax revenues for agreements described within this section.

(3) The governing body of the jurisdiction that will administer the separate reserve account shall provide documentation to the
Department of Commerce identifying the boundary of the tax increment area. The department shall determine whether the boundary
is appropriate in that property owners within the boundary will receive a benefit from the proposed purchase of identified conservation
lands. The department must issue a letter of approval stating that the establishment of the tax increment area and the proposed
purchases would benefit property owners within the boundary and serve a public purpose before any tax increment funds are
deposited into the separate reserve account. If the department fails to provide the required letter within 90 days after receiving
sufficient documentation of the boundary, the establishment of the area and the proposed purchases are deemed to provide such
benefit and serve a public purpose.

(4) Prior to the purchase of conservation lands under this section, the Department of Environmental Protection must determine
whether the proposed purchase is sufficient to provide additional recreational and ecotourism opportunities for residents in the tax
increment area. If the department fails to provide a letter of approval within 90 days after receipt of the request for such a letter, the
purchase is deemed sufficient to provide recreation and ecotourism opportunities.

(5) The tax increment authorized under this section shall be determined annually and may not exceed 95 percent of the difference
in ad valorem taxes as provided in s. 163.387(1)(a).

(6) A separate reserve account must be established for each tax increment area for conservation lands which is created under this
section. The separate reserve account must be administered pursuant to the terms of the interlocal agreement. Tax increment funds
allocated to this separate reserve account shall be used to acquire the real property identified for purchase in the interlocal agreement.
Pursuant to the interlocal agreement, the governing body of the local government that will administer the separate reserve account
may spend increment revenues to purchase the real property only if all parties to the interlocal agreement adopt a resolution
approving the purchase price.

(7) The annual funding of the separate reserve account may not be less than the increment income of each taxing authority which
is held as provided in the interlocal agreement for the purchase of conservation lands.

(8) Unless otherwise provided in the interlocal agreement, a taxing authority that does not pay the tax increment revenues to the
separate reserve account by January 1shall pay interest on the amount of unpaid increment revenues equal to 1 percent for each
month that the increment revenue remains outstanding.

(9) The public bodies and taxing authorities listed in s.163.387(2)(c), school districts, and special districts that levy ad valorem taxes
within a tax increment area are exempt from this section.
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(10) Revenue bonds under this section are payable solely out of revenues pledged to and received by the local government
administering the separate reserve account and deposited into the separate reserve account. The revenue bonds issued under this
section do not constitute a debt, liability, or obligation of a public body, the state, or any of the state’s political subdivisions.

History.—s. 8, ch. 2007-204; s. 31, ch. 2012-96; s. 2, ch. 2016-155; s. 66, ch. 2024-6.

259.045 Purchase of lands in areas of critical state concern; recommendations by department and land authorities.—\Within
45 days after the Administration Commission designates an area as an area of critical state concern under s. 380.05, and annually
thereafter, the Department of Environmental Protection shall consider the recommendations of the state land planning agency
pursuant to s. 380.05(1)(a) relating to purchase of lands within an area of critical state concern or lands outside an area of critical state
concern that directly impact an area of critical state concern, which may include lands used to preserve and protect water supply, and
shall make recormmendations to the board with respect to the purchase of the fee or any lesser interest in any such lands that are:

(1) Environmentally endangered lands;

Qutdoor recreation lands;
Lands that conserve sensitive habitat;

(4) Landsthat protect, restore, or enhance nearshore water quality and fisheries;

(5) Lands used to protect and enhance water supply to the Florida Keys, including alternative water supplies such as reverse
osmosis and reclaimed water systems; or

(6) Lands used to prevent or satisfy private property rights claims resulting from limitations imposed by the designation of an area
of critical state concern if the acquisition of such lands fulfills a public purpose listed in s. 259.032(2) or if the parcel is wholly or partially,
at the time of acquisition, on one of the board’s approved acquisition lists established pursuant to this chapter. For the purposes of this
subsection, if a parcel is estimated to be worth $500,000 or less and the director of the Division of State Lands finds that the cost of an
outside appraisal is not justified, a comparable sales analysis, an appraisal prepared by the Division of State Lands, or other reasonably
prudent procedures may be used by the Division of State Lands to estimate the value of the parcel, provided the public's interest is
reasonably protected.

The department, a local government, a special district, or a land authority within an area of critical state concern may make
recommendations with respect to additional purchases which were not included in the state land planning agency recommendations.
History.—s. 3, ch. 79-73; s. 2, ch. 94-212; 5. 103, ch. 94-356; s. 4, ch. 2016-225; s. 2, ch. 2018-159; s. 31, ch. 2023-169.

259.047 Acquisition of land on which an agricultural lease exists.—

(1) When land with an existing agricultural lease is acquired in fee simple pursuant to this chapter or chapter 375, the existing
agricultural lease may continue in force for the actual time remaining on the lease agreement. Any entity managing lands acquired
under this section must consider existing agricultural leases in the development of a land management plan required under s. 253.034.

(2) If consistent with the purposes of conservation and recreation, the state or acquiring entity shall make reasonable efforts to keep
lands in agricultural production which are in agricultural production at the time of acquisition.

History.—s. 4, ch. 2006-255; s. 22, ch. 2016-233.

259.05 Issuance of bonds.—

(1)  Upon request of the board, by appropriate resolution, the Division of Bond Finance from time to time, subject to the debt
limitation provided herein, may issue bonds pledging the full faith and credit of the state as shall be necessary to provide sufficient
funds to achieve the purposes set out in such request.

(2) Theissuance of such bonds to finance state capital projects for environmentally endangered lands or outdoor recreation lands is
authorized in the manner, and subject to the limitations, provided by the State Bond Act, except as otherwise expressly provided
herein.

History.—s. 1, ch. 72-300.

259.06 Construction.—The provisions of ss. 259.01-259.06 shall be liberally construed in a manner to accomplish the purposes
thereof.

History.—s. 1, ch. 72-300.

259.07 Public meetings.—The council, before making recormmendations to the board for the purchase of any land pursuant to s.
259.035, shall hold one or more public meetings on the proposed purchase of such land in areas of the state where major portions of
such land are situated. At least 30 days in advance of such public meeting, notice shall be published in newspapers of general
circulation in the areas where such lands are located, indicating the date, time, and place of such public meeting. A report of the public
meeting shall be submitted to the board along with the recommendation for purchase of such land.

History.—s. 1, ch. 74-59; s. 7, ch. 92-288.

259.101 Florida Preservation 2000 Act.—

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “Florida Preservation 2000 Act.”

(2) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—The Legislature finds and declares that:

(@) The alteration and development of Florida's natural areas to accommodate its rapidly growing population have contributed to
the degradation of water resources, the fragmentation and destruction of wildlife habitats, the loss of recreation space, and the
diminishment of wetlands and forests.

(b) Imminent development of Florida's remaining natural areas and continuing increases in land values necessitate an aggressive
program of public land acquisition during the next decade to preserve the quality of life that attracts so many people to Florida.

(¢)  Acquisition of public lands, in fee simple or in any lesser interest, should be based on a comprehensive assessment of Florida's
natural resources and planned so as to protect the integrity of ecological systems and to provide multiple benefits, including
preservation of fish and wildlife habitat, recreation space, and water recharge areas. Governmental agencies responsible for public land
acquisition should work together to purchase lands jointly and to coordinate individual purchases within ecological systems.

(d) One of the purposes of the Florida Communities Trust program is to acquire, protect, and preserve open space and recreation
properties within urban areas where pristine animal and plant communities no longer exist. These areas are often overlooked in other
programs because of their smaller size and proximity to developed property. These smaller parcels are, however, critically important to
the quality of life in these urban areas for the residents who live there as well as to the many visitors to the state. The trust shall consider
projects submitted by local governments which further the goals, objectives, and policies of the conservation, recreation and open
space, or coastal elements of their local comprehensive plans or which serve to conserve natural resources or resolve land use conflicts.

(e) South Florida's water supply and unique natural environment depend on the protection of lands buffering the East Everglades
and the Everglades water conservation areas.
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In addition, the Legislature recognizes the conflicting desires of the citizens of this state to prosper through economic development
and to preserve the natural areas of Florida that development threatens to claim. The Legislature further recognizes the urgency of
acquiring natural areas in the state for preservation, yet acknowledges the difficulty of ensuring adequate funding for accelerated
acquisition in light of other equally critical financial needs of the state.

(3) TITLE TO CERTAIN PROPERTY ACQUIRED WITH PRESERVATION 2000 BONDS.—Title to lands purchased pursuant to former
paragraphs (a), (d), (e), (f), or (g) of this subsection, Florida Statutes 2014, shall be vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund. Title to lands purchased pursuant to former paragraph (c) of this subsection, Florida Statutes 2014, may be
vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. The board of trustees shall hold title to land protection
agreements and conservation easements that were acquired pursuant to former s. 380.0677, Florida Statutes 2014, and the Southwest
Florida Water Management District and the St. Johns River Water Management District shall monitor such agreements and easements
within their respective districts until the state assumes this responsibility.

(4) FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE FUND USE.—AIl deeds or leases with respect to any real property acquired with Preservation 2000
funds received by the Florida Forest Service must contain sufficient covenants and restrictions to ensure that the use of such real
property complies with s. 375.051 and s. 9, Art. XII of the State Constitution and reverter clauses providing for the reversion of title to
such property to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund or, in the case of a lease of such property, providing for
termination of the lease upon a failure to use the property conveyed thereby for such purposes.

(5) DISPOSITION OF LANDS.—

(@) Any lands acquired pursuant to former paragraphs (3)(a), (3)(c), (3)(d), (3)(e), (3)(f), or (3)(g) of this section, Florida Statutes 2014, if
title to such lands is vested in the board, may be disposed of by the board in accordance with the provisions and procedures set forth in
s. 253.0341, and lands acquired pursuant to former paragraph (3)(b) of this section, Florida Statutes 2014, may be disposed of by the
owning water management district in accordance with the procedures and provisions set forth in ss. 373.056 and 373.089 provided
such disposition also shall satisfy the requirements of paragraphs (b) and (c).

(b) Before land acquired with Preservation 2000 funds may be surplused as required by s. 253.0341 or determined to be no longer
required for its purposes under s. 373.056(4), as applicable, there shall first be a determination by the board, or, in the case of water
management district lands, by the owning water management district, that such land no longer needs to be preserved in furtherance
of the intent of the Florida Preservation 2000 Act. Any lands eligible to be disposed of under this procedure also may be used to acquire
other lands through an exchange of lands if such lands obtained in an exchange are described in the same paragraph of former
subsection (3) of this section, Florida Statutes 2014, as the lands disposed.

(c) Revenue derived from the disposal of lands acquired with Preservation 2000 funds may not be used for any purpose except for
deposit into the Florida Forever Trust Fund within the department, for recredit to the share held under former subsection (3) of this
section, Florida Statutes 2014, in which such disposed land is described.

(6) ALTERNATE USES OF ACQUIRED LANDS.—

(@) The board, or, in the case of water management district lands, the owning water management district, may authorize the
granting of a lease, easement, or license for the use of any lands acquired pursuant to former subsection (3) of this section, Florida
Statutes 2014, for any governmental use permitted by s. 17, Art. IX of the State Constitution of 1885, as adopted by s. 9(a), Art. Xl of the
State Constitution, and any other incidental public or private use that is determined by the board or the owning water management
district to be compatible with conservation, preservation, or recreation purposes.

(b)  Any existing lease, easement, or license acquired for incidental public or private use on, under, or across any lands acquired
pursuant to former subsection (3) of this section, Florida Statutes 2014, shall be presumed not to be incompatible with the purposes for
which such lands were acquired.

(7) PUBLIC RECREATIONAL USE.—An agency or water management district that acquired lands using Preservation 2000 funds
distributed pursuant to former subsection (3) of this section, Florida Statutes 2014, shall manage such lands to make them available for
public recreational use if the recreational use does not interfere with the protection of natural resource values. The agency or district
may enter into an agreement with the department or another appropriate state agency to transfer management authority or lease to
such agencies’ lands purchased with Preservation 2000 funds for the purpose of managing the lands to make them available for public
recreational use. The water management districts and the department shall take action to control the growth of nonnative invasive
plant species on lands they manage which were purchased with Preservation 2000 funds.

History.—s. 1, ch. 90-217; s. 2, ch. 91-62; s. 7, ch. 91-80; s. 1, ch. 91-192; 5. 5, ch. 92-288; s. 64, ch. 93-206; s. 3, ch. 94-115; s. 3, ch. 94-212; .17, ch. 94-240; 5. 104, ch. 94-356; s.
1, ch. 95-334:; s. 4, ch. 95-349; s. 6, ch. 96-389; s. 37, ch. 97-153; ss. 9, 10, ch. 97-164; s. 13, ch. 98-336; s. 35, ch. 99-13; s. 20, ch. 99-247; s. 2, ch. 2000-129; s. 31, ch. 2000-152; s.
40, ch. 2000-158; s. 10, ch. 2000-170; s. 7, ch. 2000-197; s. 47, ch. 2001-61; ss. 36, 37, ch. 2001-254; 5. 13, ch. 2001-275; s. 8, ch. 2003-265; s. 190, ch. 2010-102; s. 8, ch. 2012-7; s.
32,ch. 2012-96; s. 3, ch. 2013-9; s. 26, ch. 2015-229; s. 23, ch. 2016-233.

259.105 The Florida Forever Act.—

(1) This section may be cited as the “Florida Forever Act.”

(2)(@) The Legislature finds and declares that:

1. Land acquisition programs have provided tremendous financial resources for purchasing environmentally significant lands to
protect those lands from imminent development or alteration, thereby ensuring present and future generations’ access to important
waterways, open spaces, and recreation and conservation lands.

2. The continued alteration and development of the state’s natural and rural areas to accommodate the state’'s growing population
have contributed to the degradation of water resources, the fragmentation and destruction of wildlife habitats, the loss of outdoor
recreation space, and the diminishment of wetlands, forests, working landscapes, and coastal open space.

3. The potential development of the state's remaining natural areas and escalation of land values require government efforts to
restore, bring under public protection, or acquire lands and water areas to preserve the state’s essential ecological functions and
invaluable quality of life.

4. Itis essential to protect the state's ecosystems by promoting a more efficient use of land, to ensure opportunities for viable
agricultural activities on working lands, and to promote vital rural and urban communities that support and produce development
patterns consistent with natural resource protection.

5. The state’s groundwater, surface waters, and springs are under tremendous pressure due to population growth and economic
expansion and require special protection and restoration efforts, including the protection of uplands and springsheds that provide vital
recharge to aquifer systems and are critical to the protection of water quality and water quantity of the aquifers and springs. To ensure
that sufficient quantities of water are available to meet the current and future needs of the natural systems and citizens of the state,
and assist in achieving the planning goals of the department and the water management districts, water resource development
projects on public lands, if compatible with the resource values of and management objectives for the lands, are appropriate.

6. The needs of urban, suburban, and small communities in the state for high-quality outdoor recreational opportunities,
greenways, trails, and open space have not been fully met by previous acquisition programs. Through such programs as the Florida
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Communities Trust and the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program, the state shall place additional emphasis on
acquiring, protecting, preserving, and restoring open space, ecological greenways, and recreation properties within urban, suburban,
and rural areas where pristine natural communities or water bodies no longer exist because of the proximity of developed property.

7. Many of the state’s unique ecosystems, such as the Florida Everglades, are facing ecological collapse due to the state's
burgeoning population growth and other economic activities. To preserve these valuable ecosystems for future generations, essential
parcels of land must be acquired to facilitate ecosystem restoration.

8. Access to public lands to support a broad range of outdoor recreational opportunities and the development of necessary
infrastructure, if compatible with the resource values of and management objectives for such lands, promotes an appreciation for the
state’s natural assets and improves the quality of life.

9. Acquisition of lands, in fee simple, less than fee interest, or other techniques shall be based on a comprehensive science-based
assessment of the state’s natural resources which targets essential conservation lands by prioritizing all current and future acquisitions
based on a uniform set of data and planned so as to protect the integrity and function of ecological systems and working landscapes,
and provide multiple benefits, including preservation of fish and wildlife habitat, recreation space for urban and rural areas, and the
restoration of natural water storage, flow, and recharge.

10. The state has embraced performance-based program budgeting as a tool to evaluate the achievements of publicly funded
agencies, build in accountability, and reward those agencies which are able to consistently achieve quantifiable goals. While previous
and existing state environmental programs have achieved varying degrees of success, few of these programs can be evaluated as to the
extent of their achievements, primarily because performance measures, standards, outcomes, and goals were not established at the
outset. Therefore, the Florida Forever program shall be developed and implemented in the context of measurable state goals and
objectives.

T.a. The state must play a major role in the recovery and management of its imperiled species through the acquisition, restoration,
enhancement, and management of ecosystems that can support the major life functions of such species. It is the intent of the
Legislature to support local, state, and federal programs that result in net benefit to imperiled species habitat by providing public and
private land owners meaningful incentives for acquiring, restoring, managing, and repopulating habitats for imperiled species. It is the
further intent of the Legislature that public lands, both existing and to be acquired, identified by the lead land managing agency, in
consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for animals or the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
for plants, as habitat or potentially restorable habitat for imperiled species, be restored, enhanced, managed, and repopulated as
habitat for such species to advance the goals and objectives of imperiled species management for conservation, recreation, or both,
consistent with the land management plan without restricting other uses identified in the management plan. It is also the intent of the
Legislature that of the proceeds distributed pursuant to subsection (3), additional consideration be given to acquisitions that achieve a
combination of conservation goals, including the restoration, enhancement, management, or repopulation of habitat for imperiled
species. The council, in addition to the criteria in subsection (9), shall give weight to projects that include acquisition, restoration,
management, or repopulation of habitat for imperiled species. The term “imperiled species” as used in this chapter and chapter 253,
means plants and animals that are federally listed under the Endangered Species Act, or state-listed by the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission or the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. As part of the state’s role, all state lands that have
imperiled species habitat shall include as a consideration in management plan development the restoration, enhancement,
management, and repopulation of such habitats. In addition, the lead land managing agency of such state lands may use fees received
from public or private entities for projects to offset adverse impacts to imperiled species or their habitat in order to restore, enhance,
manage, repopulate, or acquire land and to implement land management plans developed under s. 253.034 or a land management
prospectus developed and implemented under this chapter. Such fees shall be deposited into a foundation or fund created by each
land management agency under s. 379.223, s. 589.012, or s. 259.032(9)(c), to be used solely to restore, manage, enhance, repopulate, or
acquire imperiled species habitat.

b. The Legislature recognizes that there have been geographical and capacity constraints on available gopher tortoise recipient
sites that have coincided with increased demands for such sites. The Legislature also recognizes that the success of gopher tortoise
conservation depends on participation by privately owned lands and the use of appropriate public lands for gopher tortoise and other
imperiled species management and recovery. To encourage adequate capacity for relocating gopher tortoises, each lead land
managing agency, in consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, shall consider the feasibility of using a portion
of state lands as a gopher tortoise recipient site in management plans for all state lands under the management of the agency that are
greater than 40 contiguous acres. If the lead land managing agency, in consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, determines that gopher tortoise recipient site management does not conflict with the primary management objectives
of the lands, the management plan must contain a component prepared by the agency or cooperatively with a Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission wildlife biologist that assesses the feasibility of managing the lands as a recipient site for gopher tortoises
consistent with rules of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. The feasibility assessment by the lead land managing agency
must also evaluate the economic feasibility of establishing a gopher tortoise recipient site, including the initial cost and recurring
management costs of operating the gopher tortoise recipient site consistent with the rules of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and the revenue projections necessary to ensure the initial and recurring costs of establishing and perpetually
maintaining the gopher tortoise recipient site do not create an increased recurring expense for the agency.

12. There is a need to change the focus and direction of the state's major land acquisition programs and to extend funding and
bonding capabilities, so that future generations may enjoy the natural resources of this state.

(b)  The Legislature recognizes that acquisition of lands in fee simple is only one way to achieve the aforementioned goals and
encourages the use of less-than-fee interests, other techniques, and the development of creative partnerships between governmental
agencies and private landowners. Such partnerships may include those that advance the restoration, enhancement, management, or
repopulation of imperiled species habitat on state lands as provided for in subparagraph (a)1l. Easements acquired pursuant to s.
570.71(2)(a) and (b), land protection agreements, and nonstate funded tools such as rural land stewardship areas, sector planning,
gopher tortoise recipient sites, and mitigation should be used, where appropriate, to bring environmentally sensitive tracts under an
acceptable level of protection at a lower financial cost to the public, and to provide private landowners with the opportunity to enjoy
and benefit from their property. The owner of lands where a conservation easement or other less-than-fee interest has been acquired
by the board or another state agency or a regional or local government may establish a recipient site or conservation bank on the lands
to advance the restoration, enhancement, management, or repopulation of imperiled species habitat so long as the recipient site or
operation and maintenance of the conservation bank does not interfere with the management plan for the conservation easement
and the landowner complies with all state and federal permitting requirements for the recipient site or conservation bank.

(c) Public agencies or other entities that receive funds under this section shall coordinate their expenditures so that project
acquisitions, when combined with acquisitions under Florida Forever, Preservation 2000, Save Our Rivers, the Florida Communities
Trust, other public land acquisition programs, and the techniques, partnerships, and tools referenced in subparagraph (a)1l. and
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paragraph (b), are used to form more complete patterns of protection for natural areas, ecological greenways, and functioning
ecosystems, to better accomplish the intent of this section.

(d) Along-term financial commitment to restoring, enhancing, and managing Florida's public lands in order to implement land
management plans developed under s. 253.034 or a land management prospectus developed and implemented under this chapter
must accompany any land acquisition program to ensure that the natural resource values of such lands are restored, enhanced,
managed, and protected; that the public enjoys the lands to their fullest potential; and that the state achieves the full benefits of its
investment of public dollars. Innovative strategies such as public-private partnerships and interagency planning and sharing of
resources shall be used to achieve the state’'s management goals.

(e) With limited dollars available for restoration, enhancement, management, and acquisition of land and water areas and for
providing long-term management and capital improvements, a competitive selection process shall select those projects best able to
meet the goals of Florida Forever and maximize the efficient use of the program’s funding.

(f) To ensure success and provide accountability to the citizens of this state, it is the intent of the Legislature that any cash or bond
proceeds used pursuant to this section be used to implement the goals and objectives recormmended by a comprehensive science-
based assessment and approved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and the Legislature.

(9) Asit has with previous land acquisition programs, the Legislature recognizes the desires of the residents of this state to prosper
through economic development and to preserve, restore, and manage the state's natural areas and recreational open space. The
Legislature further recognizes the urgency of restoring the natural functions, including wildlife and imperiled species habitat functions,
of public lands or water bodies before they are degraded to a point where recovery may never occur, yet acknowledges the difficulty of
ensuring adequate funding for restoration, enhancement, and management efforts in light of other equally critical financial needs of
the state. It is the Legislature’s desire and intent to fund the implementation of this section and to do so in a fiscally responsible
manner, by issuing bonds to be repaid with documentary stamp tax or other revenue sources, including those identified in
subparagraph (a)1l.

(h) The Legislature further recognizes the important role that many of our state and federal military installations contribute to
protecting and preserving Florida's natural resources as well as our economic prosperity. Where the state's land conservation plans
overlap with the military’s need to protect lands, waters, and habitat to ensure the sustainability of military missions, it is the
Legislature’s intent that agencies receiving funds under this program cooperate with our military partners to protect and buffer military
installations and military airspace, by:

1. Protecting habitat on nonmilitary land for any species found on military land that is designated as threatened or endangered, or is
a candidate for such designation under the Endangered Species Act or any Florida statute;

2. Protecting areas underlying low-level military air corridors or operating areas;

3. Protecting areas identified as clear zones, accident potential zones, and air installation compatible use buffer zones delineated by
our military partners; and

4. Providing the military with technical assistance to restore, enhance, and manage military land as habitat for imperiled species or
species designated as threatened or endangered, or a candidate for such designation, and for the recovery or reestablishment of such
species.

(3) Lessthe costs of issuing and the costs of funding reserve accounts and other costs associated with bonds, the proceeds of cash
payments or bonds issued pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the Florida Forever Trust Fund created by s. 259.1051. The
proceeds shall be distributed by the Department of Environmental Protection in the following manner:

(@) Thirty percent to the Department of Environmental Protection for the acquisition of lands and capital project expenditures
necessary to implement the water management districts’ priority lists developed pursuant to s. 373.199. The funds are to be distributed
to the water management districts as provided in subsection (11). A minimum of 50 percent of the total funds provided over the life of
the Florida Forever program pursuant to this paragraph shall be used for the acquisition of lands.

(b) Thirty-five percent to the Department of Environmental Protection for the acquisition of lands and capital project expenditures
described in this section. Of the proceeds distributed pursuant to this paragraph, it is the intent of the Legislature that an increased
priority be given to those acquisitions which achieve a combination of conservation goals, including protecting Florida's water
resources and natural groundwater recharge. At a minimum, 3 percent, and no more than 10 percent, of the funds allocated pursuant
to this paragraph shall be spent on capital project expenditures identified during the time of acquisition which meet land
management planning activities necessary for public access. Beginning in the 2017-2018 fiscal year and continuing through the 2026-
2027 fiscal year, at least $5 million of the funds allocated pursuant to this paragraph shall be spent on land acquisition within the Florida
Keys Area of Critical State Concern as authorized pursuant to s. 259.045.

() Twenty-one percent to the Department of Environmental Protection for use by the Florida Communities Trust for the purposes
of part Il of chapter 380, as described and limited by this subsection, and grants to local governments or nonprofit environmental
organizations that are tax-exempt under s. 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code for the acquisition of commmunity-based
projects, urban open spaces, parks, and greenways to implement local government comprehensive plans. From funds available to the
trust and used for land acquisition, 75 percent shall be matched by local governments on a dollar-for-dollar basis. The Legislature
intends that the Florida Communities Trust emphasize funding projects in low-income or otherwise disadvantaged communities and
projects that provide areas for direct water access and water-dependent facilities that are open to the public and offer public access by
vessels to waters of the state, including boat ramps and associated parking and other support facilities. At least 30 percent of the total
allocation provided to the trust shall be used in Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas, but one-half of that amount shall be used in
localities in which the project site is located in built-up commercial, industrial, or mixed-use areas and functions to intersperse open
spaces within congested urban core areas. From funds allocated to the trust, no less than 5 percent shall be used to acquire lands for
recreational trail systems, provided that in the event these funds are not needed for such projects, they will be available for other trust
projects. Local governments may use federal grants or loans, private donations, or environmental mitigation funds for any part or all of
any local match required for acquisitions funded through the Florida Communities Trust. Any lands purchased by nonprofit
organizations using funds allocated under this paragraph must provide for such lands to remain permanently in public use through a
reversion of title to local or state government, conservation easement, or other appropriate mechanism. Projects funded with funds
allocated to the trust shall be selected in a competitive process measured against criteria adopted in rule by the trust.

(d) Two percent to the Department of Environmental Protection for grants pursuant to s. 375.075.

() One and five-tenths percent to the Department of Environmental Protection for the purchase of inholdings and additions to
state parks and for capital project expenditures as described in this section. At a minimum, 1 percent, and no more than 10 percent, of
the funds allocated pursuant to this paragraph shall be spent on capital project expenditures identified during the time of acquisition
which meet land management planning activities necessary for public access. For the purposes of this paragraph, “state park” means
any real property in the state which is under the jurisdiction of the Division of Recreation and Parks of the department, or which may
come under its jurisdiction.
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(f) One and five-tenths percent to the Florida Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to fund the
acquisition of state forest inholdings and additions pursuant to s. 589.07, the implementation of reforestation plans or sustainable
forestry management practices, and for capital project expenditures as described in this section. At a minimum, 1 percent, and no more
than 10 percent, of the funds allocated for the acquisition of inholdings and additions pursuant to this paragraph shall be spent on
capital project expenditures identified during the time of acquisition which meet land management planning activities necessary for
public access.

() One and five-tenths percent to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to fund the acquisition of inholdings and
additions to lands managed by the commission which are important to the conservation of fish and wildlife and for capital project
expenditures as described in this section. At a minimum, 1 percent, and no more than 10 percent, of the funds allocated pursuant to
this paragraph shall be spent on capital project expenditures identified during the time of acquisition which meet land management
planning activities necessary for public access.

(h)  One and five-tenths percent to the Department of Environmental Protection for the Florida Greenways and Trails Program, to
acquire greenways and trails or greenways and trail systems pursuant to chapter 260, including, but not limited to, abandoned railroad
rights-of-way and the Florida National Scenic Trail and for capital project expenditures as described in this section. At a minimum, 1
percent, and no more than 10 percent, of the funds allocated pursuant to this paragraph shall be spent on capital project expenditures
identified during the time of acquisition which meet land management planning activities necessary for public access.

(i) Three and five-tenths percent to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for the acquisition of agricultural lands,
through perpetual conservation easements and other perpetual less than fee techniques, which will achieve the objectives of Florida
Forever and s. 570.71. Rules concerning the application, acquisition, and priority ranking process for such easements shall be developed
pursuant to s. 570.71(11) and as provided by this paragraph. The board shall ensure that such rules are consistent with the acquisition
process provided for in s. 570.715. The rules developed pursuant to s. 570.71(11), shall also provide for the following:

1. An annual priority list shall be developed pursuant to s. 570.71(11), submitted to the council for review, and approved by the board
pursuant to s. 259.04. By March 1, 2024, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall submit an updated priority list to
the council. Any acquisitions for which funds have been obligated before July 1, 2023, to pay for an appraisal may not be impacted by
the updated priority list.

2. Terms of easements and acquisitions proposed pursuant to this paragraph shall be approved by the board and may not be
delegated by the board to any other entity receiving funds under this section.

3. All acquisitions pursuant to this paragraph shall contain a clear statement that they are subject to legislative appropriation.

Funds provided under this paragraph may not be expended until final adoption of rules by the board pursuant to s. 570.71.

(J) Two and five-tenths percent to the Department of Environmental Protection for the acquisition of land and capital project
expenditures necessary to implement the Stan Mayfield Working Waterfronts Program within the Florida Communities Trust pursuant
to s. 380.5105.

(k) Itisthe intent of the Legislature that cash payments or proceeds of Florida Forever bonds distributed under this section shall be
expended in an efficient and fiscally responsible manner. An agency that receives proceeds from Florida Forever bonds under this
section may not maintain a balance of unencumbered funds in its Florida Forever subaccount beyond 3 fiscal years from the date of
deposit of funds from each bond issue. Any funds that have not been expended or encumbered after 3 fiscal years from the date of
deposit shall be distributed by the Legislature at its next regular session for use in the Florida Forever program.

()  For the purposes of paragraphs (e), (f), (9), and (h), the agencies that receive the funds shall develop their individual acquisition or
restoration lists in accordance with specific criteria and numeric performance measures developed pursuant to s. 259.035(4). Proposed
additions may be acquired if they are identified within the original project boundary, the management plan required pursuant to s.
253.034(5), or the management prospectus required pursuant to s. 259.032(7)(b). Proposed additions not meeting the requirements of
this paragraph shall be submitted to the council for approval. The council may only approve the proposed addition if it meets two or
more of the following criteria: serves as a link or corridor to other publicly owned property; enhances the protection or management of
the property; would add a desirable resource to the property; would create a more manageable boundary configuration; has a high
resource value that otherwise would be unprotected; or can be acquired at less than fair market value.

M(m) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)-(j) and for the 2025-2026 fiscal year, the proceeds shall be distributed as provided in the
General Appropriations Act. This paragraph expires July 1, 2026.

(4) Itisthe intent of the Legislature that projects or acquisitions funded pursuant to paragraphs (3)(a) and (b) contribute to the
achievement of the following goals, which shall be evaluated in accordance with specific criteria and numeric performance measures
developed pursuant to s. 259.035(4):

(@) Enhance the coordination and completion of land acquisition projects, as measured by:

1. The number of acres acquired through the state’s land acquisition programs that contribute to the enhancement of essential
natural resources, ecosystem service parcels, and connecting linkage corridors as identified and developed by the best available
scientific analysis;

2. The number of acres protected through the use of alternatives to fee simple acquisition; or

3. The number of shared acquisition projects among Florida Forever funding partners and partners with other funding sources,
including local governments and the Federal Government.

(b) Increase the protection of Florida's biodiversity at the species, natural community, and landscape levels, as measured by:

1. The number of acres acquired of significant strategic habitat conservation areas;

2. The number of acres acquired of highest priority conservation areas for Florida's rarest species;

3. The number of acres acquired of significant landscapes, landscape linkages, and conservation corridors, giving priority to
completing linkages;

4. The number of acres acquired of underrepresented native ecosystems;

5. The number of landscape-sized protection areas of at least 50,000 acres that exhibit a mosaic of predominantly intact or
restorable natural commmunities established through new acquisition projects or augmentations to previous projects; or

6. The percentage increase in the number of occurrences of imperiled species on publicly managed conservation areas.

(c) Protect, restore, and maintain the quality and natural functions of land, water, and wetland systems of the state, as measured by:

1. The number of acres of publicly owned land identified as needing restoration, enhancement, and management, acres
undergoing restoration or enhancement, acres with restoration activities completed, and acres managed to maintain such restored or
enhanced conditions; the number of acres which represent actual or potential imperiled species habitat; the number of acres which
are available pursuant to a management plan to restore, enhance, repopulate, and manage imperiled species habitat; and the number
of acres of imperiled species habitat managed, restored, enhanced, repopulated, or acquired;

2. The percentage of water segments that fully meet, partially meet, or do not meet their designated uses as reported in the
Department of Environmental Protection’s State Water Quality Assessment 305(b) Report;
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3. The percentage completion of targeted capital improvements in surface water improvement and management plans created
under s. 373.453(2), regional or master stormwater management system plans, or other adopted restoration plans;

4. The number of acres acquired that protect natural floodplain functions;

5. The number of acres acquired that protect surface waters of the state;

6. The number of acres identified for acquisition to minimize damage from flooding and the percentage of those acres acquired,;

7. The number of acres acquired that protect fragile coastal resources;

8. The number of acres of functional wetland systems protected;

9. The percentage of miles of critically eroding beaches contiguous with public lands that are restored or protected from further
erosion;

10. The percentage of public lakes and rivers in which invasive, nonnative aquatic plants are under maintenance control; or

1. The number of acres of public conservation lands in which upland invasive, exotic plants are under maintenance control.

(d) Ensure that sufficient quantities of water are available to meet the current and future needs of natural systems and the citizens
of the state, as measured by:

1. The number of acres acquired which provide retention and storage of surface water in naturally occurring storage areas, such as
lakes and wetlands, consistent with the maintenance of water resources or water supplies and consistent with district water supply
plans;

2. The quantity of water made available through the water resource development component of a district water supply plan for
which a water management district is responsible; or

3. The number of acres acquired of groundwater recharge areas critical to springs, sinks, aquifers, other natural systems, or water
supply.

(e) Increase natural resource-based public recreational and educational opportunities, as measured by:

1. The number of acres acquired that are available for natural resource-based public recreation or education;

2. The miles of trails that are available for public recreation, giving priority to those that provide significant connections including
those that will assist in completing the Florida National Scenic Trail; or

3. The number of new resource-based recreation facilities, by type, made available on public land.

(f) Preserve significant archaeological or historic sites, as measured by:

1. Theincrease in the number of and percentage of historic and archaeological properties listed in the Florida Master Site File or
National Register of Historic Places which are protected or preserved for public use; or

2. Theincrease in the number and percentage of historic and archaeological properties that are in state ownership.

(9) Increase the amount of forestland available for sustainable management of natural resources, as measured by:

1. The number of acres acquired that are available for sustainable forest management;

2. The number of acres of state-owned forestland managed for economic return in accordance with current best management
practices;

3. The number of acres of forestland acquired that will serve to maintain natural groundwater recharge functions; or

4. The percentage and number of acres identified for restoration actually restored by reforestation.

(h) Increase the amount of open space available in urban areas, as measured by:

1. The percentage of local governments that participate in land acquisition programs and acquire open space in urban cores; or
. The percentage and number of acres of purchases of open space within urban service areas.
i)  Mitigate the effects of natural disasters and floods in developed areas, as measured by:
1. The number of acres acquired within a 100-year floodplain or a coastal high hazard areg;
The number of acres acquired or developed to serve dual functions as:
Flow ways or temporary water storage areas during flooding or high water events, not including permanent reservoirs; and
b. Greenways or open spaces available to the public for recreation;
3. The number of acres that protect existing open spaces and natural buffer areas within a floodplain that also serve as natural flow
ways or natural temporary water storage areas; and
4. The percentage of the land acquired within the project boundary that creates additional open spaces, natural buffer areas, and

greenways within a floodplain, while precluding rebuilding in areas that repeatedly flood.

2
(
2.
a

Florida Forever projects and acquisitions funded pursuant to paragraph (3)(c) shall be measured by goals developed by rule by the
Florida Communities Trust Governing Board created in s. 380.504.

(5)(a) Alllands acquired pursuant to this section shall be managed for multiple-use purposes, where compatible with the resource
values of and management objectives for such lands. As used in this section, “multiple-use” includes, but is not limited to, outdoor
recreational activities as described in ss. 253.034 and 259.032(7)(a)2., water resource development projects, sustainable forestry
management, carbon sequestration, carbon mitigation, or carbon offsets.

(b)  Upon a decision by the entity in which title to lands acquired pursuant to this section has vested, such lands may be designated
single use as defined in s. 253.034(2)(b).

(c) For purposes of this section, the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall adopt rules that pertain to the
use of state lands for carbon sequestration, carbon mitigation, or carbon offsets and that provide for climate-change-related benefits.

(6) As provided in this section, a water resource or water supply development project may be allowed only if the following
conditions are met: minimum flows and levels have been established for those waters, if any, which may reasonably be expected to
experience significant harm to water resources as a result of the project; the project complies with all applicable permitting
requirements; and the project is consistent with the regional water supply plan, if any, of the water management district and with
relevant recovery or prevention strategies if required pursuant to s. 373.0421(2).

(7)(@) No later than July 1 annually, the Acquisition and Restoration Council shall accept applications from state agencies, local
governments, nonprofit and for-profit organizations, private land trusts, and individuals for project proposals eligible for funding
pursuant to paragraph (3)(b). The council shall evaluate the proposals received pursuant to this subsection to ensure that they meet at
least one of the criteria under subsection (9).

(b) Project applications shall contain, at a minimum, the following:

1. A minimum of two numeric performance measures that directly relate to the overall goals adopted by the council. Each
performance measure shall include a baseline measurement, which is the current situation; a performance standard which the project
sponsor anticipates the project will achieve; and the performance measurement itself, which should reflect the incremental
improvements the project accomplishes towards achieving the performance standard.

2. Proof that property owners within any proposed acquisition have been notified of their inclusion in the proposed project. Any
property owner may request the removal of such property from further consideration by submitting a request to the project sponsor or
the Acquisition and Restoration Council by certified mail. Upon receiving this request, the council shall delete the property from the
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proposed project; however, the board of trustees, at the time it votes to approve the proposed project lists pursuant to subsection (16),
may add the property back on to the project lists if it determines by a super majority of its members that such property is critical to
achieve the purposes of the project.

(c) Thetitle to lands acquired under this section shall vest in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, except
that title to lands acquired by a water management district shall vest in the name of that district and lands acquired by a local
government shall vest in the name of the purchasing local government.

(8) The Acquisition and Restoration Council shall develop a project list that shall represent those projects submitted pursuant to
subsection (7).

(9) The Acquisition and Restoration Council shall recommend rules for adoption by the board of trustees to competitively evaluate,
select, and rank projects eligible for Florida Forever funds pursuant to paragraph (3)(b). In developing these proposed rules, the
Acquisition and Restoration Council shall give weight to the following criteria:

a) The project meets multiple goals described in subsection (4).

b) The project is part of an ongoing governmental effort to restore, protect, or develop land areas or water resources.

c) The project enhances or facilitates management of properties already under public ownership.

The project has significant archaeological or historic value.

)  The project has funding sources that are identified and assured through at least the first 2 years of the project.

f) The project contributes to the solution of water resource problems on a regional basis.

g) The project has a significant portion of its land area in imminent danger of development, in imminent danger of losing its
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significant natural attributes or recreational open space, or in imminent danger of subdivision which would result in multiple
ownership and make acquisition of the project costly or less likely to be accomplished.

(h)  The project implements an element from a plan developed by an ecosystem management team.

(i) The project is one of the components of the Everglades restoration effort.

(J) The project may be purchased at 80 percent of appraised value.

(k)  The project may be acquired, in whole or in part, using alternatives to fee simple, including but not limited to, tax incentives,
mitigation funds, or other revenues; the purchase of development rights, hunting rights, agricultural or silvicultural rights, or mineral
rights; or obtaining conservation easements or flowage easements.

(I) The projectis a joint acquisition, either among public agencies, nonprofit organizations, or private entities, or by a public-private
partnership.

(10) The council shall give increased priority to:

(@) Projects for which matching funds are available.

(b) Project elements previously identified on an acquisition list pursuant to this section that can be acquired at 80 percent or less of
appraised value.

(c) Projects that can be acquired in less than fee ownership, such as a permanent conservation easement.

(d) Projects that contribute to improving the quality and quantity of surface water and groundwater.

(e) Projects that contribute to improving the water quality and flow of springs.

(f) Projects for which the state's land conservation plans overlap with the military's need to protect lands, water, and habitat to
ensure the sustainability of military missions including:

1. Protecting habitat on nonmilitary land for any species found on military land that is designated as threatened or endangered, or is
a candidate for such designation under the Endangered Species Act or any Florida statute;

2. Protecting areas underlying low-level military air corridors or operating areas; and

3. Protecting areas identified as clear zones, accident potential zones, and air installation compatible use buffer zones delineated by
our military partners, and for which federal or other funding is available to assist with the project.

(9) Projects in imminent danger of development, loss of significant natural attributes or recreational open space, or subdivision,
which would result in multiple ownership and make acquisition of the project costly or less likely to be accomplished.

(h)  Projects located within the Florida wildlife corridor as defined in s. 259.1055(4).

(11)  For the purposes of funding projects pursuant to paragraph (3)(a), the Secretary of Environmental Protection shall ensure that
each water management district receives the following percentage of funds annually:

(@) Thirty-five percent to the South Florida Water Management District, of which amount $25 million for 2 years beginning in fiscal
year 2000-2001 shall be transferred by the Department of Environmental Protection into the Save Our Everglades Trust Fund and shall
be used exclusively to implement the comprehensive plan under s. 373.470.

(b)  Twenty-five percent to the Southwest Florida Water Management District.

(c) Twenty-five percent to the St. Johns River Water Management District.

(d) Seven and one-half percent to the Suwannee River Water Management District.

(e) Seven and one-half percent to the Northwest Florida Water Management District.

(12) Itisthe intent of the Legislature that in developing the list of projects for funding pursuant to paragraph (3)(a), that these funds
not be used to abrogate the financial responsibility of those point and nonpoint sources that have contributed to the degradation of
water or land areas. Therefore, an increased priority shall be given by the water management district governing boards to those
projects that have secured a cost-sharing agreement allocating responsibility for the cleanup of point and nonpoint sources.

(13)  An affirmative vote of at least five members of the council shall be required in order to place a project submitted pursuant to
subsection (7) on the proposed project list developed pursuant to subsection (8). Any member of the council who by family or a
business relationship has a connection with any project proposed to be ranked shall declare such interest before voting for a project’s
inclusion on the list.

(14) Each year that cash disbursements or bonds are to be issued pursuant to this section, the Acquisition and Restoration Council
shall review the most current approved project list and shall, by the first board meeting in May, present to the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund for approval a listing of projects developed pursuant to subsection (8). The board of trustees may
remove projects from the list developed pursuant to this subsection, but may not add projects or rearrange project rankings.

(15)  The council shall submit to the board, with its list of projects, a report that includes, but need not be limited to, the following
information for each project listed:

(@) The stated purpose for inclusion.

(b) Projected costs to achieve the project goals.

(€)  Aninterim management budget that includes all costs associated with immediate public access.

(d) Specific performance measures.

(e) Plans for public access.

(f)  Anidentification of the essential parcel or parcels within the project without which the project cannot be properly managed.
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(9) Where applicable, an identification of those projects or parcels within projects which should be acquired in fee simple or in less
than fee simple.

(h)  An identification of those lands being purchased for conservation purposes.

(i)  Amanagement policy statement for the project and a management prospectus pursuant to s. 259.032(7)(b).

(J) Anestimate of land value based on county tax assessed values.

(k) A map delineating project boundaries.

() An assessment of the project’s ecological value, outdoor recreational value, forest resources, wildlife resources, ownership pattern,
utilization, and location.

(m) A discussion of whether alternative uses are proposed for the property and what those uses are.

(n) A designation of the management agency or agencies.

(1e) All proposals for projects pursuant to paragraph (3)(b) shall be implemented only if adopted by the Acquisition and Restoration
Council and approved by the board of trustees. The council shall consider and evaluate in writing the merits and demerits of each
project that is proposed for Florida Forever funding. The council shall ensure that each proposed project will meet a stated public
purpose for the restoration, conservation, or preservation of environmentally sensitive lands and water areas or for providing outdoor
recreational opportunities. The council also shall determine whether the project or addition conforms, where applicable, with the
comprehensive plan developed pursuant to s. 259.04(1)(a), the comprehensive multipurpose outdoor recreation plan developed
pursuant to s. 375.021, the state lands management plan adopted pursuant to s. 253.03(7), the water resources work plans developed
pursuant to s. 373.199, and the provisions of this section.

(17)  On an annual basis, the Division of State Lands shall prepare an annual work plan that prioritizes projects on the Florida Forever
list and sets forth the funding available in the fiscal year for land acquisition. The work plan shall consider the following categories of
expenditure for land conservation projects already selected for the Florida Forever list pursuant to subsection (8):

(@) Acritical natural lands category, including functional landscape-scale natural systems, intact large hydrological systems, lands
that have significant imperiled natural communities, and corridors linking large landscapes, as identified and developed by the best
available scientific analysis.

(b) A partnerships or regional incentive category, including:

1. Projects where local and regional cost-share agreements provide a lower cost and greater conservation benefit to the people of
the state. Additional consideration shall be provided under this category where parcels are identified as part of a local or regional
visioning process and are supported by scientific analysis; and

2. Bargain and shared projects where the state will receive a significant reduction in price for public ownership of land as a result of
the removal of development rights or other interests in lands or receives alternative or matching funds.

(c) A substantially complete category of projects where mainly inholdings, additions, and linkages between preserved areas will be
acquired and where 85 percent of the project is complete.

(d) Aclimate-change category list of lands where acquisition or other conservation measures will address the challenges of global
climate change, such as through protection, restoration, mitigation, and strengthening of Florida's land, water, and coastal resources.
This category includes lands that provide opportunities to sequester carbon, provide habitat, protect coastal lands or barrier islands,
and otherwise mitigate and help adapt to the effects of sea-level rise and meet other objectives of the program.

(e) Aless-than-fee category for working agricultural lands that significantly contribute to resource protection through conservation
easements and other less-than-fee techniques, tax incentives, life estates, landowner agreements, and other partnerships, including
conservation easements acquired in partnership with federal conservation programs, which will achieve the objectives of Florida
Forever while allowing the continuation of compatible agricultural uses on the land. Terms of easements proposed for acquisition
under this category shall be developed by the Division of State Lands in coordination with the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services.

Projects within each category shall be ranked by order of priority. The work plan shall be adopted by the Acquisition and Restoration
Council after at least one public hearing. A copy of the work plan shall be provided to the board of trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund no later than October 1 of each year.

(18)(a) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, or, in the case of water management district lands, the
owning water management district, may authorize the granting of a lease, easement, or license for the use of certain lands acquired
pursuant to this section, for certain uses that are determined by the appropriate board to be compatible with the resource values of
and management objectives for such lands.

(b)  Any existing lease, easement, or license acquired for incidental public or private use on, under, or across any lands acquired
pursuant to this section shall be presumed to be compatible with the purposes for which such lands were acquired.

(€) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a), no such lease, easement, or license shall be entered into by the Department of
Environmental Protection or other appropriate state agency if the granting of such lease, easement, or license would adversely affect
the exclusion of the interest on any revenue bonds issued to fund the acquisition of the affected lands from gross income for federal
income tax purposes, pursuant to Internal Revenue Service regulations.

(19)  The council shall recommend adoption of rules by the board necessary to implement this section relating to solicitation,
scoring, selecting, and ranking of Florida Forever project proposals; disposing of or leasing lands or water areas selected for funding
through the Florida Forever program; and the process of reviewing and recommending for approval or rejection the land management
plans associated with publicly owned properties.

(20) Lands listed as projects for acquisition under the Florida Forever program may be managed for conservation pursuant to s.
259.032, on an interim basis by a private party in anticipation of a state purchase in accordance with a contractual arrangement
between the acquiring agency and the private party that may include management service contracts, leases, cost-share arrangements,
or resource conservation agreements. Lands designated as eligible under this subsection shall be managed to maintain or enhance
the resources the state is seeking to protect by acquiring the land and to accelerate public access to the lands as soon as practicable.
Funding for these contractual arrangements may originate from the documentary stamp tax revenue deposited into the Land
Acquisition Trust Fund. No more than $6.2 million may be expended from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for this purpose.

History.—s. 21, ch. 99-247; s. 3, ch. 2000-129; s. 32, ch. 2000-152; s. 11, ch. 2000-170; s. 1, ch. 2001-275; 5. 3, ch. 2002-26]; s. 66, ch. 2003-399; s. 12, ch. 2005-3; s. 5, ch. 2006-
231;5.13, ch. 2008-229; ss. 5, 14, ch. 2009-2; s. 22, ch. 2009-21; 5. 120, ch. 2011-142; 5. 9, ch. 2012-7; 5. 33, ch. 2012-119; s. 28, ch. 2013-41; s. 37, ch. 2014-17; 5. 36, ch. 2014-53; s.
47, ch. 2015-222; s. 27, ch. 2015-229; s. 82, ch. 2016-62; 5. 5, ch. 2016-225; s. 24, ch. 2016-233; s. 70, ch. 2018-10; s. 7, ch. 2018-111; 5. 3, ch. 2018-159; s. 41, ch. 2019-3; 5. 94, ch.
2019-116; s. 82, ch. 2020-114; 5. 45, ch. 2021-37; 5.1, ch. 2022-142; 5. 2, ch. 2023-9; s. 35, ch. 2023-154; ss. 4, 20, ch. 2023-169; s. 54, ch. 2023-240; s. 67, ch. 2024-228; s. 83, ch.
2025-199.

[MNote.—Section 83, ch. 2025-199, amended paragraph (3)(m) “[iln order to implement specific appropriations from the Florida Forever Trust Fund within the

Department of Environmental Protection, which are contained in the 2025-2026 General Appropriations Act.”
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259.1051 Florida Forever Trust Fund.—

(1) There is created the Florida Forever Trust Fund to carry out the purposes of ss. 259.032, 259.105, 259.1052, and 375.031. The Florida
Forever Trust Fund shall be held and administered by the Department of Environmental Protection. Proceeds from the sale of bonds,
except proceeds of refunding bonds, issued under s. 215.618 and payable from moneys transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
under s. 201.15(1), not to exceed $5.3 billion, must be deposited into this trust fund to be distributed and used as provided in s. 259.105(3).
The bond resolution adopted by the governing board of the Division of Bond Finance of the State Board of Administration may provide
for additional provisions that govern the disbursement of the bond proceeds.

(2) The Department of Environmental Protection shall distribute revenues from the Florida Forever Trust Fund only to programs of
state agencies or local governments as set out in s. 259.105(3) or as provided in s. 259.1052. Excluding distributions to the Save Our
Everglades Trust Fund and distributions for the acquisition of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch Florida Forever acquisition as provided in
s. 2591052, the distributions shall be spent by the recipient within 90 days after the date on which the Department of Environmental
Protection initiates the transfer.

(3) The Department of Environmental Protection shall ensure that the proceeds from the sale of bonds issued under s. 215.618 and
payable fromm moneys transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund under s. 201.15(1) shall be administered and expended in a manner
that ensures compliance of each issue of bonds that are issued on the basis that interest thereon will be excluded from gross income
for federal income tax purposes, with the applicable provisions of the United States Internal Revenue Code and the regulations
promulgated thereunder, to the extent necessary to preserve the exclusion of interest on the bonds from gross income for federal
income tax purposes. The Department of Environmental Protection shall administer the use and disbursement of the proceeds of such
bonds or require that the use and disbursement thereof be administered in a manner to implement strategies to maximize any
available benefits under the applicable provisions of the United States Internal Revenue Code or regulations promulgated thereunder,
to the extent not inconsistent with the purposes identified in s. 259.105(3).

History.—s. 1, ch. 99-246; s. 4, ch. 2000-129; s. 6, ch. 2006-231; 5. 14, ch. 2008-229; s. 28, ch. 2015-229.

259.1052 Babcock Crescent B Ranch Florida Forever acquisition; conditions for purchase.—

(1)  The acquisition of the state's portion of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund is a conservation acquisition under the Florida Forever program created in s. 259.105, with a goal of sustaining the ecological
and economic integrity of the property being acquired while allowing the business of the ranch to operate and prosper.

(2) The Babcock Crescent B Ranch constitutes a unique land mass that has significant scientific, cultural, historical, recreational,
ecological, wildlife, fisheries, and productive values. The property is part of a potential greenway of undeveloped land extending from
Lake Okeechobee to the east and Charlotte Harbor to the west. The natural beauty and abundant resources of the ranch provide
numerous public recreational opportunities such as hiking, fishing, camping, horseback riding, and hunting.

(3) The Legislature recognizes that the acquisition of the state’s portion of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch represents a unique
opportunity to assist in preserving the largest private and undeveloped single-ownership tract of land in Charlotte County. The
Legislature further recognizes Lee County as a partner in the acquisition of the ranch. Upon the termination or expiration of the
management agreement, Lee County will retain ownership and assume responsibility for management of the Lee County portion of
the acquisition. Lee County and the lead manager may enter into an agreement for management of the Lee County property.

(4) This section authorizes the acquisition of the state’s portion of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch in order to protect and preserve
for future generations the scientific, scenic, historic, and natural values of the ranch, including rivers and ecosystems; to protect and
preserve the archaeological, geological, and cultural resources of the ranch; to provide for species recovery; and to provide
opportunities for public recreation compatible with the working ranch and agricultural activities conducted on the property.

(5) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall, with the cooperation of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, be the lead managing agency responsible for the management of Babcock Crescent B Ranch.

History.—s. 7, ch. 2006-231; s. 2, ch. 2013-226; s. 25, ch. 2016-233.

259.1053 Babcock Ranch Preserve; Babcock Ranch Advisory Group.—

(1) SHORT TITLE—This section may be cited as the “Babcock Ranch Preserve Act.”

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(@) “Babcock Ranch Preserve” and “preserve” mean the lands and facilities acquired in the purchase of the Babcock Crescent B
Ranch, as provided in s. 259.1052.

(b) “Commission” means the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(c) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Agriculture.

(d) “Department” means the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

(e) “Executive director” means the Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(f) “Financially self-sustaining” means having management and operation expenditures not more than the revenues collected from
fees and other receipts for resource use and development and from interest and invested funds.

(g) “Florida Forest Service” means the Florida Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

(h)  “Multiple use” means the management of all of the renewable surface resources of the Babcock Ranch Preserve to best meet
the needs of the public, including the use of the land for some or all of the renewable surface resources or related services over areas
large enough to allow for periodic adjustments in use to conform to the changing needs and conditions of the preserve while
recognizing that a portion of the land will be used for some of the renewable surface resources available on that land. The goal of
multiple use is the harmonious and coordinated management of the renewable surface resources without impairing the productivity
of the land and considering the relative value of the renewable surface resources, and not necessarily a combination of uses to provide
the greatest monetary return or the greatest unit output.

(i) “Sustained yield of the renewable surface resources” means the achievement and maintenance of a high level of annual or
regular periodic output of the various renewable surface resources of the preserve without impairing the productivity of the land.

(3) CREATION OF BABCOCK RANCH PRESERVE.—

(a) Upon the date of acquisition of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch, there is created the Babcock Ranch Preserve, which shall be
managed in accordance with the purposes and requirements of this section.

(b) The preserve is established to protect and preserve the environmental, agricultural, scientific, scenic, geologic, watershed, fish,
wildlife, historic, cultural, and recreational values of the preserve, and to provide for the multiple use and sustained yield of the
renewable surface resources within the preserve consistent with this section.

(c) This section does not preclude the use of commmon varieties of mineral materials such as sand, stone, and gravel for construction
and maintenance of roads and facilities within the preserve.

(d) This section does not affect the constitutional responsibilities of the commission in the exercise of its regulatory and executive
power with respect to wild animal life and freshwater aquatic life, including the regulation of hunting, fishing, and trapping within the
preserve.
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(e) This section does not interfere with or prevent the implementation of agricultural practices authorized by the agricultural land
use designations established in the local comprehensive plans of either Charlotte County or Lee County as those plans apply to the
Babcock Ranch Preserve.

(f) This section does not preclude the maintenance and use of roads and trails or the relocation of roads in existence on the effective
date of this section, or the construction, maintenance, and use of new trails, or any motorized access necessary for the administration of
the land contained within the preserve, including motorized access necessary for emergencies involving the health or safety of persons
within the preserve.

(4) BABCOCK RANCH ADVISORY GROUP.—

(@) The purpose of the Babcock Ranch Advisory Group is to assist the department by providing guidance and advice concerning the
management and stewardship of the Babcock Ranch Preserve.

(b)  The Babcock Ranch Advisory Group shall be comprised of nine members appointed to 5-year terms. Based on
recommendations from the Governor and Cabinet, the commission, and the governing boards of Charlotte County and Lee County, the
commissioner shall appoint members as follows:

1. One member with experience in sustainable management of forest lands for commodity purposes.

2. One member with experience in financial management, budget and program analysis, and small business operations.

3. One member with experience in management of game and nongame wildlife and fish populations, including hunting, fishing,
and other recreational activities.

4. One member with experience in domesticated livestock management, production, and marketing, including range
management and livestock business management.

5. One member with experience in agriculture operations or forestry management.

6. One member with experience in hunting, fishing, nongame species management, or wildlife habitat management, restoration,
and conservation.

7. One member with experience in public outreach and education.

8. One member who is a resident of Lee County, to be designated by the Board of County Commissioners of Lee County.

9. One member who is a resident of Charlotte County, to be designated by the Board of County Commissioners of Charlotte County.

Vacancies will be filled in the same manner in which the original appointment was made. A member appointed to fill a vacancy shall
serve for the remainder of that term.

() Members of the Babcock Ranch Advisory Group shall:

1. Elect a chair and vice chair fromm among the group members.

2. Meetregularly as determined by the chair.

3. Serve without compensation but shall receive reimbursement for travel and per diem expenses as provided in s. 112.061.

(59  MANAGEMENT OF PRESERVE; FEES.—

(@) The department shall assume all authority provided by this section to manage and operate the preserve as a working ranch
upon the termination or expiration of the management agreement attached as Exhibit “E” to that certain agreement for sale and
purchase approved by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund on November 22, 2005, and by Lee County on
November 20, 2005.

(b)  Upon assuming management and operation of the preserve, the department shall:

1. Manage and operate the preserve and the uses thereof, including, but not limited to, the activities necessary to administer and
operate the preserve as a working ranch; the activities necessary for the preservation and development of the land and renewable
surface resources of the preserve; the activities necessary for interpretation of the history of the preserve on behalf of the public; the
activities necessary for the management, public use, and occupancy of facilities and lands within the preserve; and the maintenance,
rehabilitation, repair, and improvement of property within the preserve.

2. Develop programs and activities relating to the management of the preserve as a working ranch.

3. Establish procedures for entering into lease agreements and other agreements for the use and occupancy of the facilities of the
preserve. The procedures shall ensure reasonable competition and set guidelines for determining reasonable fees, terms, and
conditions for such agreements.

4. Assess reasonable fees for admission to, use of, and occupancy of the preserve to offset costs of operating the preserve as a
working ranch. These fees are independent of fees assessed by the commission for the privilege of hunting, fishing, or pursuing
outdoor recreational activities within the preserve, and shall be deposited into the Incidental Trust Fund of the Florida Forest Service,
subject to appropriation by the Legislature.

() The commission, in cooperation with the department, shall:

1. Establish and implement public hunting and other fish and wildlife management activities. Tier | and Tier Il public hunting
opportunities shall be provided consistent with the management plan and the recreation master plan. Tier | public hunting shall
provide hunting opportunities similar to those offered on wildlife management areas with an emphasis on youth and family-oriented
hunts. Tier Il public hunting shall be provided specifically by fee-based permitting to ensure compatibility with livestock grazing and
other essential agricultural operations on the preserve.

2. Establish and administer permit fees for Tier Il public hunting to capitalize on the value of hunting on portions of the preserve
and to help ensure the preserve is financially self-sufficient. The fees shall be deposited into the State Game Trust Fund of the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission to be used to offset the costs of providing public hunting and to support fish and wildlife
management and other land management activities on the preserve.

(d) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund or its designated agent may:

1. Negotiate directly with and enter into such agreements, leases, contracts, and other arrangements with any person, firm,
association, organization, corporation, or governmental entity, including entities of federal, state, and local governments, as are
necessary and appropriate to carry out the purposes and activities authorized by this section.

2. Grant privileges, leases, concessions, and permits for the use of land for the accommodation of visitors to the preserve, provided
no natural curiosities or objects of interest shall be granted, leased, or rented on such terms as shall deny or interfere with free access to
them by the public. Such grants, leases, and permits may be made and given without advertisement or securing competitive bids.
Such grants, leases, or permits may not be assigned or transferred by any grantee without consent of the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund or its designated agent.

(6) DISSOLUTION OF BABCOCK RANCH, INC.—Upon dissolution of the Babcock Ranch, Inc., all statutory powers, duties, functions,
records, personnel, property, and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, and other funds of the corporation shall be
transferred to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services unless otherwise provided by law. Any cash balances of funds
shall revert to the Incidental Trust Fund of the Florida Forest Service.

History.—s. 9, ch. 2006-231; s. 33, ch. 2007-5; s. 23, ch. 2009-21; s. 4, ch. 2013-226.



259.1055 Florida wildlife corridor.—

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “Florida Wildlife Corridor Act.”

(2) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—The Legislature finds that this state's population is growing rapidly and that lands and waters that
provide this state's green infrastructure and vital habitat for wide-ranging wildlife, such as the Florida panther, need to be preserved
and protected. The Legislature further finds that the Florida wildlife corridor is an existing physical, geographically defined area
consisting of more than 18 million acres of land, 10 million of which are conservation lands.

(3) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this act, and of the Florida wildlife corridor itself, is to create incentives for conservation and
sustainable development while sustaining and conserving the green infrastructure that is the foundation of this state's economy and
quality of life by doing all of the following:

(@) Maintaining wildlife access to the habitats needed to allow for migration of and genetic exchange amongst regional wildlife
populations.

(b)  Preventing fragmentation of wildlife habitats.

(c) Protecting the headwaters of major watersheds, including the Everglades and the St. Johns River.

(d) Providing ecological connectivity of the lands needed for flood and sea-level rise resiliency and large-scale ecosystem functions,
such as water management and prescribed burns essential for land management and restoration.

(e) Preserving and protecting land and waters that are not only vital to wildlife but are critical to this state's groundwater recharge
and that serve as watersheds that provide drinking water to most Floridians and help maintain the health of downstream coastal
estuaries.

(f)  Providing for wildlife crossings for the protection and safety of wildlife and the traveling public.

() Helping to sustain this state's working ranches, farms, and forests that provide compatible wildlife habitats while sustaining rural
prosperity and agricultural production.

(4) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(@) “Conserved lands” means federal, state, or local lands owned or managed for conservation purposes, including, but not limited
to, federal, state, and local parks; federal and state forests; wildlife management areas; wildlife refuges; military bases and airports with
conservation lands; properties owned by land trusts and managed for conservation; and privately owned land with a conservation
easement, including, but not limited to, ranches, forestry operations, and groves.

(b) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection.

(c) “Florida Ecological Greenways Network” is a periodically updated model developed to delineate large connected areas of
statewide ecological significance.

(d)  “Florida wildlife corridor” means the conserved lands and opportunity areas defined by the department as priority one, two, and
three categories of the Florida Ecological Greenways Network.

(e) “Opportunity area” means those lands and waters within the Florida wildlife corridor which are not conserved lands and the
green spaces within the Florida wildlife corridor which lack conservation status, are contiguous to or between conserved lands, and
provide an opportunity to develop the Florida wildlife corridor into a statewide conservation network.

(f)  “wildlife” has the same meaning as in Article Il of the Wildlife Violator Compact Act, s. 379.2255.

(9) “Wildlife corridor” means a network of connected wildlife habitats required for the long-term survival of and genetic exchange
amongst regional wildlife populations which serves to prevent fragmentation by providing ecological connectivity of the lands needed
to furnish adequate habitats and allow safe movement and dispersal.

(h)  “Wildlife crossing” means a landscape design element that connects two or more patches of wildlife habitat and that is meant to
function as a safe conduit for wildlife over or beneath roads, waters, and other barriers to wildlife movement and that is designed to
protect Florida panther and other critical wildlife habitat corridor connections and to reduce motor vehicle collisions with wildlife, to
reduce the likelihood of injuries and mortalities to humans and wildlife from such collisions, and to reduce the potential for damage to
motor vehicles from such collisions.

(5) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.—The department shall:

(@) Encourage all state, regional, and local agencies that acquire lands, including, but not limited to, the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission and the Department of Transportation, to include in their land-buying efforts the acquisition of sufficient
legal interest in opportunity areas to ensure the continued viability of the Florida wildlife corridor.

(b) Encourage investment in conservation easements voluntarily entered into by private landowners to conserve opportunity areas.

(c) Encourage state land-buying agencies and state land management agencies to consider the conservation of opportunity areas
as a multiphased project for the purpose of listing, acquisition, and management.

(d) Consider the inclusion of private funds to supplement the state’s contribution in its efforts to acquire a fee or less-than-fee
interest in lands that contain recognized opportunity areas and conserved lands in the Florida wildlife corridor.

(e) Seek opportunities to attract new sources of federal funding and to strengthen existing programs to protect and conserve the
Florida wildlife corridor.

(f) Encourage private landowners, through existing and future incentives and liability protections, to continue to allow their private
property to be used for the preservation and enhancement of the Florida wildlife corridor.

(9) Encourage new approaches and novel financing mechanisms for long-term protection of the Florida wildlife corridor, including,
but not limited to, public-private partnerships; payments for ecosystem services; blended financing for growth, resilience, and green
infrastructure; and support for the sustainable growth of agriculture.

(h)  Encourage state and local agencies with economic and ecotourism development responsibilities to recognize the importance of
the Florida wildlife corridor in encouraging public access to wildlife areas and bringing nature-based tourism to local commmunities and
to support acquisition and development activities for preservation and enhancement of the Florida wildlife corridor.

(i) Encourage private investment in ecotourism focused on the Florida wildlife corridor.

(J) Encourage the protection, preservation, and enhancement of the natural value of the Florida wildlife corridor for current and
future residents of this state.

(6) MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES.—The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is authorized to enter into voluntary agreements
with private landowners for environmental services within the Florida wildlife corridor.

(@) The agreements must require that the landowner protect and restore water resources; improve management of wildlife habitat,
including the long-term conservation of forest and grassland soils and native plants; manage the land in a manner that keeps the
desired ecosystem healthy for protected species, such as the gopher tortoise and the Florida panther; or provide other incentives to
landowners to continue and improve land uses that are both economically sustainable and beneficial to the environment of this state.

(b)  The commission shall ensure that any agreement for environmental services entered into requires the landowner to manage
the land in a manner that improves or enhances the land beyond what is required under any other agreement or contract the
landowner may have with the state.

(7) CONSTRUCTION.—This section may not be construed to authorize or affect the use of private property.
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History.—s. 1, ch. 2021-181; s. 3, ch. 2024-58; s. 5, ch. 2025-201.
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TITLE XVII

PUBLIC LANDS AND PROPERTY

CHAPTER 253
STATE LANDS

253.001 Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund; duty to hold lands in trust.
253.002 Department of Environmental Protection, water management districts, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; duties with respect to state lands.

253.01 Internal Improvement Trust Fund established.

253.02 Board of trustees; powers and duties.

253.025 Acquisition of state lands.

253.0251 Alternatives to fee simple acquisition.

253.027 Emergency archaeological property acquisition.

253.03 Board of trustees to administer state lands; lands enumerated.

253.031 Land office; custody of documents concerning land; moneys; plats.

253.0325 Modernization of state lands records.

253.033 Inter-American Center property; transfer to board; continued use for government purposes.
253.034 State-owned lands; uses.

253.0341 Surplus of state-owned lands.

253.0345 Special events; submerged land leases.

253.0346 Lease of sovereignty submerged lands for marinas, boatyards, mooring fields, and marine manufacturers and retailers.
253.0347 Lease of sovereignty submerged lands for private residential docks and piers.
253.035 Coastal anchorage areas.

253.036 Forest management.

253.037 Use of state-owned land for correctional facilities.

253.04 Duty of board to protect, etc., state lands; state may join in any action brought.

253.05 Prosecuting officers to assist in protecting state lands.

253111 Riparian owners of land.

253115 Public notice and hearings.

25312 Title to tidal lands vested in state.

253121 Conveyances of such lands heretofore made, ratified, confirmed, and validated.
2531221 Bulkhead lines; reestablishment.

2531241 Studies.

2531252 Citation of rule.

253126 Legislative intent.

253127 Enforcement.

253128 Enforcement; board or agency under special law.

2531281 Review by board.

253129 Confirmation of title in upland owners.

253135 Construction of ss. 253.12, 253.126, 253.127, 253.128, and 253.129.

25314 Rights of riparian owners; board of trustees to defend suit.

253141 Riparian rights defined; certain submerged bottoms subject to private ownership.
253.21 Board of trustees may surrender certain lands to the United States and receive indemnity.
253.29 Board of trustees to refund money paid where title to land fails.

253.34 Transfer of notes owned by board.

25336 Title to reclaimed marshlands, wetlands, or lowlands in board of trustees.

253.37 Survey to be made; sale of lands; preference to buyers.

253.38 Riparian rights not affected.

253.381 Unsurveyed marshlands; sale to upland owners.

253.382 Qyster beds, minerals, and oils reserved to state.

253.39 Surveys approved by chief cadastral surveyor validated.

253.40 To what lands applicable.

253.41 Plats and field notes filed in office of Board of Trustees of Internal Improvement Trust Fund.
253.42 Board of trustees may exchange lands.

253.43 Convey by deed.

253.431 Agents may act on behalf of board of trustees.

253.44 Disposal of lands received.

253.45 Sale or lease of phosphate, clay, minerals, etc., in or under state lands.

253.451 Construction of term “land the title to which is vested in the state.”

253.47 Board of trustees may lease, sell, etc., bottoms of bays, lagoons, straits, etc., owned by state, for petroleum purposes.
25351 Oil and gas leases on state lands by the board of trustees.

253511 Reports by lessees of oil and mineral rights, state lands.

253512 Applicants for lease of gas, oil, or mineral rights; report as to lease holdings.

253.52 Placing oil and gas leases on market by board.

253.53 Sealed bids required.

253.54 Competitive bidding.

25355 Limitation on term of lease.
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25356 Responsibility of bidder.

253.57 Royalties.

253571 Proof of financial responsibility required of lessee prior to commencement of drilling.

253.60 Conflicting laws.

253.61 Lands not subject to lease.

253.62 Board of trustees authorized to convey certain lands without reservation.

253.66 Change in bulkhead lines, Pinellas County.

253.665 Grant of easements, licenses, and leases.

253.67 Definitions.

253.68 Authority to lease or use submerged lands and water column for aquaculture activities.

253.69 Application to lease submerged land and water column.

25370 Public notice.

25371 The lease contract.

25372 Marking of leased areas; restrictions on public use.

25373 Rules; ss. 253.67-253.75.

25374 Penalties.

25375 Studies and recommendations by the department and the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; designation of
recommended traditional and other use zones; supervision of aquaculture operations.

253763 Judicial review relating to permits and licenses.

253.777 State lands; state agency authorization for use prohibited without consent of agency in which title vested; concurrent
processing requirements.

253781 Retention of state-owned lands along former Cross Florida Barge Canal route; creation of Cross Florida Greenways State
Recreation and Conservation Area; authorizing transfer to the Federal Government for inclusion in Ocala National Forest.

253782 Retention of state-owned lands in and around Lake Rousseau and the Cross Florida Barge Canal right-of-way from Lake
Rousseau west to the Withlacoochee River.

253.7821 Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area assigned to the Department of Environmental Protection.
2537822 Boundaries of the Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area; coordination of management activities.
253.7823 Disposition of surplus lands; compensation of counties located within the Cross Florida Canal Navigation District.
2537824 Sale of products; proceeds.

2537825 Recreational uses.

2537827 Transportation and utility crossings of greenways lands.

2537828 Impairment of use or conservation by agencies prohibited.

253783 Expenditures for acquisition of land for a canal connecting the waters of the Atlantic Ocean with the Gulf of America via the
St. Johns River prohibited.

253.784 Contracts.

253785 Liberal construction of act.

253.80 Murphy Act lands; costs and attorney fees for quieting title.

253.81 Murphy Act; tax certificates barred.

253.82 Title of state or private owners to Murphy Act lands.

253.83 Construction of recodification.

253.86 Management and use of state-owned or other uplands; rulemaking authority.

253.87 Inventory of state, federal, and local government conservation lands by the Department of Environmental Protection.
25390 Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area.

253.001 Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund; duty to hold lands in trust.—The existence of the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund is reaffirmed. All lands held in the name of the board of trustees shall continue to be
held in trust for the use and benefit of the people of the state pursuant to s. 7, Art. Il, and s. 11, Art. X of the State Constitution.

History.—s. 1, ch. 79-255.

253.002 Department of Environmental Protection, water management districts, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission,
and Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; duties with respect to state lands.—

(1)  The Department of Environmental Protection shall perform all staff duties and functions related to the acquisition,
administration, and disposition of state lands, title to which is or will be vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund. However, upon the effective date of rules adopted pursuant to s. 373.427, a water management district created under s.
373.069 shall perform the staff duties and functions related to the review of any application for authorization to use board of trustees-
owned submerged lands necessary for an activity regulated under part IV of chapter 373 for which the water management district has
permitting responsibility as set forth in an operating agreement adopted pursuant to s. 373.046(4). The Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services shall perform the staff duties and functions related to the review of applications and compliance with conditions for
use of board of trustees-owned submerged lands under authorizations or leases issued pursuant to ss. 253.67-253.75 and 597.010 and
the acquisition, administration, and disposition of conservation easements pursuant to s. 570.71. Unless expressly prohibited by law, the
board of trustees may delegate to the department any statutory duty or obligation relating to the acquisition, administration, or
disposition of lands, title to which is or will be vested in the board of trustees. The board of trustees may also delegate to any water
management district created under s. 373.069 the authority to take final agency action, without any action on behalf of the board, on
applications for authorization to use board of trustees-owned submerged lands for any activity regulated under part IV of chapter 373
for which the water management district has permitting responsibility as set forth in an operating agreement adopted pursuant to s.
373.046(4). This water management district responsibility under this subsection is subject to the department’s general supervisory
authority pursuant to s. 373.026(6). The board of trustees may also delegate to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
the authority to take final agency action on behalf of the board on applications to use board of trustees-owned submerged lands for
any activity for which that department has responsibility pursuant to ss. 253.67-253.75, 369.25, 369.251, and 597.010. However, the board
of trustees shall retain the authority to take final agency action on establishing any areas for leasing, new leases, expanding existing
lease areas, or changing the type of lease activity in existing leases. Upon issuance of an aquaculture lease or other real property
transaction relating to aquaculture, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services must send a copy of the document and the
accompanying survey to the Department of Environmental Protection. The board of trustees may also delegate to the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission the authority to take final agency action, without any action on behalf of the board, on applications for
authorization to use board of trustees-owned submerged lands for any activity regulated under ss. 369.20 and 369.22.
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(2) Delegations to the department, or a water management district, or the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services of
authority to take final agency action on applications for authorization to use submerged lands owned by the board of trustees, without
any action on behalf of the board of trustees, shall be by rule, provided that delegations related to port conceptual permits shall be in
accordance with s. 373.4133. Until rules adopted pursuant to this subsection become effective, existing delegations by the board of
trustees shall remain in full force and effect. However, the board of trustees is not limited or prohibited from amending these
delegations. The board of trustees shall adopt by rule any delegations of its authority to take final agency action without action by the
board of trustees on applications for authorization to use board of trustees-owned submerged lands. Any final agency action, without
action by the board of trustees, taken by the department, or a water management district, or the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services on applications to use board of trustees-owned submerged lands shall be subject to the provisions of s. 373.4275.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this subsection, the board of trustees, the Department of Legal Affairs, and the department
retain the concurrent authority to assert or defend title to submerged lands owned by the board of trustees.

History.—s. 4, ch. 79-255; s. 5, ch. 93-213; s. 488, ch. 94-356; s. 1, ch. 2000-364; s. 3, ch. 2005-157; s. 3, ch. 2008-150; s. 2, ch. 2009-86; s. 7, ch. 2010-207; s. 2, ch. 2012-190; s.

4, ch. 2025-157.

253.01 Internal Improvement Trust Fund established.—

(M@) So much of the 500,000 acres of land granted to this state for internal improvement purposes by an Act of Congress passed
March 3, A. D. 1845, as remains unsold, and the proceeds of the sales of such lands heretofore sold as now remain on hand and
unappropriated, and all proceeds that may hereafter accrue from the sales of such lands; and all the swampland or lands subject to
overflow granted this state by an Act of Congress approved September 28, A. D. 1850, together with all the proceeds that have accrued
or may hereafter accrue to the state from the sale of such lands, are set apart, and declared a separate and distinct fund called the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the state, and are to be strictly applied according to the provisions of this chapter.

(b) All revenues received from application fees charged by the Division of State Lands for the use in any manner, lease, conveyance,
or release of any interest in or for the sale of state lands, except revenues from such fees charged by the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services for aguaculture leases under ss. 253.71(2) and 597.010, must be deposited into the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.
The fees charged by the division for reproduction of records relating to state lands must also be placed into the fund. Revenues
received by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for aquaculture leases under ss. 253.71(2) and 597.010 shall be
deposited in the General Inspection Trust Fund of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

(¢) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, if title to any state-owned lands is vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund and the lands are located within the Everglades Agricultural Area, then all proceeds from the sale of
any such lands shall be deposited into the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to those
lands acquired pursuant to s. 607.0505 and former s. 620.192 or chapter 895.

(2) All revenues accruing from sources designated by law for deposit in the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall be used for the
acquisition, management, administration, protection, and conservation of state-owned lands.

History.—s. 1, ch. 610, 1854; RS 428; GS 616; RGS 1054; CGL 1384; 5. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 1, ch. 82-185; 5. 13, ch. 84-330; s. 23, ch. 89-175; 5. 3, ch. 89-279; 5. 16, ch. 89-324; 5. 3, ch.

91-80; s. 1, ch. 91-187; s. 2, ch. 91-286; s. 1, ch. 92-109; s. 41, ch. 93-164; s. 489, ch. 94-356; s. 2, ch. 2000-364; ss. 40, 53, ch. 2001-254; s. 4, ch. 2003-2; s. 26, ch. 2006-1; s. 40, ch.

2007-73; s. 34, ch. 2008-153; s. 7, ch. 2010-4; s. 20, ch. 2013-41; s. 7, ch. 2015-3.

253.02 Board of trustees; powers and duties.—

(1) For the purpose of assuring the proper application of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and the Land Acquisition Trust Fund
for the purposes of this chapter, the land provided for in ss. 253.01 and 253.03, and all the funds arising from the sale thereof, after
paying the necessary expense of selection, management, and sale, are irrevocably vested in a board of four trustees, to wit: The
Governor, the Attorney General, the Chief Financial Officer, and the Commissioner of Agriculture and their successors in office, to hold
the same in trust for the uses and purposes provided in this chapter, with the power to sell and transfer said lands to the purchasers
and receive the power to sell and transfer said lands to the purchasers and receive payment for the same, and invest the surplus
moneys arising therefrom, from time to time, in stocks of the United States, stocks of the several states, or the internal improvement
bonds issued under the provisions of law; also, the surplus interest accruing from such investments. Said board of trustees has all the
rights, powers, property, claims, remedies, actions, suits, and things whatsoever belonging to them, or appertaining before and at the
time of the enactment hereof, and they shall remain subject to and pay, fulfill, perform, and discharge all debts, duties, and obligations
of their trust, existing at the time of the enactment hereof or provided in this chapter.

(2)(a) The board of trustees shall not sell, transfer, or otherwise dispose of any lands the title to which is vested in the board of
trustees except by vote of at least three of the four trustees.

(b) The authority of the board of trustees to grant easements for rights-of-way over, across, and upon uplands the title to which is
vested in the board of trustees for the construction and operation of electric transmission and distribution facilities and related
appurtenances is hereby confirmed. The board of trustees may delegate to the Secretary of Environmental Protection the authority to
grant such easements on its behalf. All easements for rights-of-way over, across, and upon uplands the title to which is vested in the
board of trustees for the construction and operation of electric transmission and distribution facilities and related appurtenances which
are approved by the Secretary of Environmental Protection pursuant to the authority delegated by the board of trustees shall meet the
following criteria:

1. Such easements shall not prevent the use of the state-owned uplands adjacent to the easement area for the purposes for which
such lands were acquired and shall not unreasonably diminish the ecological, conservation, or recreational values of the state-owned
uplands adjacent to the easement area.

2. Thereis no practical and prudent alternative to locating the linear facility and related appurtenances on state-owned upland. For
purposes of this subparagraph, the test of practicality and prudence shall compare the social, economic, and environmental effects of
the alternatives.

3. Appropriate steps are taken to minimize the impacts to state-owned uplands. Such steps may include:

a. Siting of facilities so as to reduce impacts and minimize fragmentation of the overall state-owned parcel;

b. Avoiding significant wildlife habitat, wetlands, or other valuable natural resources to the maximum extent practicable; or

c. Avoiding interference with active land management practices, such as prescribed burning.

4. Except for easements granted as a part of a land exchange to accomplish a recreational or conservation benefit or other public
purpose, in exchange for such easements, the grantee pays an amount equal to the market value of the interest acquired. In addition,
for the initial grant of such easements only, the grantee shall provide additional compensation by vesting in the board of trustees fee
simple title to other available uplands that are 1.5 times the size of the easement acquired by the grantee. The Secretary of
Environmental Protection shall approve the property to be acquired on behalf of the board of trustees based on the geographic
location in relation to the land proposed to be under easement and a determination that economic, ecological, and recreational value
is at least equivalent to the value of the lands under proposed easement. Priority for replacement uplands shall be given to parcels
identified as inholdings and additions to public lands and lands on a Florida Forever land acquisition list. However, if suitable
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replacement uplands cannot be identified, the grantee shall provide additional compensation for the initial grant of such easements
only by paying to the lead manager of the state-owned lands or, when there is no lead manager, by paying to the department an
amount equal to two times the current market value of the state-owned land or the highest and best use value at the time of purchase,
whichever is greater. When determining such use of funds, priority shall be given to parcels identified as inholdings and additions to
public lands and lands on a Florida Forever land acquisition list.

()  Where authority to approve easements for rights-of-way over, across, and upon uplands the title to which is vested in the board
of trustees for the construction and operation of electric transmission and distribution facilities and related appurtenances has not
been delegated to the Secretary of Environmental Protection, the board of trustees shall apply the same criteria and require the same
compensation as provided above, provided, however, the board of trustees shall have the discretion to determine the amount of
replacement lands required within a range of from one to two times the size of the easement acquired by the grantee, depending
upon the degree to which the proposed use of the easement will interfere with the manner in which the lands within the proposed
easement area have historically been managed.

(3) Inthe event submerged tidal land is to be sold and transferred by said board of trustees, the board of trustees shall first require
the Department of Environmental Protection to inspect said lands and to file a written report with the board of trustees which report
shall state whether or not the development of said lands would be detrimental to established conservation practices.

(4) The board of trustees is authorized to acquire by condemnation such submerged lands, except Murphy Act Lands and Holland
Act Lands, as shall be in the public interest and for a public purpose.

(5) The board of trustees shall be a necessary party to any action or petition which seeks to acquire submerged lands or lands lying
beneath any navigable waters in the state through eminent domain proceedings.

(6) The board of trustees shall report to the Legislature its recommendations as to whether any existing multistate compact for
mutual aid should be modified or whether the state should enter into a new multistate compact to address the impacts of the
Deepwater Horizon event or potentially similar future incidents. The report shall be submitted to the Legislature by February 1, 2012,
and updated annually thereafter for 5 years.

History.—s. 2, ch. 610, 1854; RS 429; GS 617; RGS 1055; CGL 1385; 5. 2, ch. 61-119; 5.1, ch. 67-5; 5.1, ch. 67-269; 5. 1, ch. 67-2236; ss. 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 69-300; s. 1,
ch. 70-358; s. 8, ch. 79-65; s. 2, ch. 82-185; s. 64, ch. 94-356; s. 13, ch. 2003-6; s. 14, ch. 2008-227; s. 495, ch. 2011-142; s. 4, ch. 2011-206.

253.025 Acquisition of state lands.—

(M(@) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund or its duly authorized agent may not commit the state, through
any instrument of negotiated contract or agreement for purchase, to the purchase of lands with or without appurtenances unless this
section has been fully complied with.

(b) Except for the requirements of subsections (4), (11), and (22), if the public’s interest is reasonably protected, the board of trustees
may:

1. Waive any requirements of this section.

2. Waive any rules adopted pursuant to this section, notwithstanding chapter 120.

3. Substitute other reasonably prudent procedures.

() The board of trustees may also substitute federally mandated acquisition procedures for the provisions of this section if federal
funds are available and will be used for the purchase of lands, title to which will vest in the board of trustees, and qualification for such
federal funds requires compliance with federally mandated acquisition procedures.

(d) Notwithstanding this section, if lands are being acquired by the board of trustees for the anticipated sale, conveyance, or transfer
to the Federal Government pursuant to a joint state and federal acquisition project, the board of trustees may use appraisals obtained
by the Federal Government in the acquisition of such lands. The board of trustees may waive any provision of this section when land is
being conveyed from a state agency to the board.

(e) The title to lands acquired pursuant to this section shall vest in the board of trustees pursuant to s. 253.03(1) unless otherwise
provided by law, and all such titled lands shall be administered pursuant to s. 253.03.

(2) Before any state agency initiates any land acquisition, except for the purchase of property for transportation facilities and
transportation corridors and property for borrow pits for road building purposes, the agency shall coordinate with the Division of State
Lands to determine the availability of existing, suitable state-owned lands in the area and the public purpose for which the acquisition
is being proposed. If the state agency determines that no suitable state-owned lands exist, the state agency may proceed to acquire
such lands by employing all available statutory authority for acquisition.

(3) The board of trustees is authorized to adopt rules to implement this section, including rules governing the terms and conditions
of land purchases. The rules shall address, with specificity, but need not be limited to:

(@) The procedures to be followed in the acquisition process, including selection of appraisers, surveyors, title agents, and closing
agents, and the content of appraisal reports.

(b) The determination of the value of parcels which the state has an interest in acquiring.

(c) Special requirements when multiple landowners are involved in an acquisition.

(d) Requirements for obtaining written option agreements so that the interests of the state are fully protected.

(4) Anagreement to acquire real property for the purposes described in this chapter, chapter 259, chapter 260, or chapter 375, title
to which will vest in the board of trustees, may not bind the state before the agreement is reviewed and approved by the Department
of Environmental Protection as complying with this section and any rules adopted pursuant to this section. If any of the following
conditions exist, the agreement must be submitted to and approved by the board of trustees:

(@) The purchase price agreed to by the seller exceeds the value as established pursuant to the rules of the board of trustees.

(b) The contract price agreed to by the seller and the acquiring agency exceeds $5 million.

(c) Other conditions that the board of trustees may adopt by rule. Such conditions may include, but are not limited to, Florida
Forever projects when title to the property being acquired is considered nonmarketable or is encumbered in such a way as to
significantly affect its management.

If approval of the board of trustees is required pursuant to this subsection, the acquiring agency must provide a justification as to why it
is in the public's interest to acquire the parcel or Florida Forever project. Approval of the board of trustees is also required for Florida
Forever projects the department recommends acquiring pursuant to subsections (11) and (22). Review and approval of agreements for
acquisitions for Florida Greenways and Trails Program properties pursuant to chapter 260 may be waived by the department in any
contract with nonprofit corporations that have agreed to assist the department with this program. If the contribution of the acquiring
agency exceeds $100 million in any one fiscal year, the agreement must be submitted to and approved by the Legislative Budget
Commission.

(5) Land acquisition procedures provided for in this section are for voluntary, negotiated acquisitions.

(6) For the purposes of this section, the term “negotiations” does not include preliminary contacts with the property owner to
determine the availability of the property, existing appraisal data, existing abstracts, and surveys.
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(7) Evidence of marketable title shall be provided by the landowner before the conveyance of title, as provided in the final
agreement for purchase. Such evidence of marketability shall be in the form of title insurance or an abstract of title with a title opinion.
The board of trustees may waive the requirement that the landowner provide evidence of marketable title, and, in such case, the
acquiring agency shall provide evidence of marketable title. The board of trustees or its designee may waive the requirement of
evidence of marketability for acquisitions of property assessed by the county property appraiser at $10,000 or less, if the Division of State
Lands finds, based upon such review of the title records as is reasonable under the circumstances, that there is no apparent
impediment to marketability, or to management of the property by the state.

(8) Before approval by the board of trustees, or, when applicable, the Department of Environmental Protection, of any agreement to
purchase land pursuant to this chapter, chapter 259, chapter 260, or chapter 375, and before negotiations with the parcel owner to
purchase any other land, title to which will vest in the board of trustees, an appraisal of the parcel shall be required as follows:

(@) The board of trustees shall adopt by rule the method for determining the value of parcels sought to be acquired by state
agencies pursuant to this section.

(b) Each parcel to be acquired must have at least one appraisal. Two appraisals are required when the estimated value of the parcel
exceeds $5 million. However, if both appraisals exceed $5 million and differ significantly, a third appraisal may be obtained. If a parcel is
estimated to be worth $100,000 or less and the director of the Division of State Lands finds that the cost of an outside appraisal is not
justified, a comparable sales analysis, an appraisal prepared by the division, or other reasonably prudent procedures may be used by the
division to estimate the value of the parcel, provided the public’s interest is reasonably protected. The state is not required to appraise
the value of lands and appurtenances that are being donated to the state.

(c) Appraisal fees and associated costs shall be paid by the agency proposing the acquisition. All appraisals used for the acquisition
of lands pursuant to this section shall be prepared by a state-certified appraiser. The board of trustees shall adopt rules for selecting
individuals to perform appraisals pursuant to this section. Each fee appraiser selected to appraise a particular parcel shall, before
contracting with the agency or a participant in a multiparty agreement, submit to the agency an affidavit substantiating that he or she
has no vested or fiduciary interest in such parcel.

(d) The fee appraiser and the review appraiser for the agency may not act in any manner that may be construed as negotiating with
the owner of a parcel proposed for acquisition.

() The board of trustees shall adopt by rule the minimum criteria, techniques, and methods to be used in the preparation of
appraisal reports. Such rules shall incorporate, to the extent practicable, generally accepted appraisal standards. Any appraisal issued for
acquisition of lands pursuant to this section must comply with the rules adopted by the board of trustees. A certified survey must be
made which meets the minimum requirements for upland parcels established in the Standards of Practice for Land Surveying in
Florida published by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and which accurately portrays, to the greatest extent
practicable, the condition of the parcel as it currently exists. The requirement for a certified survey may, in part or in whole, be waived
by the board of trustees any time before submitting the agreement for purchase to the Division of State Lands. When an existing
boundary map and description of a parcel are determined by the division to be sufficient for appraisal purposes, the division director
may temporarily waive the requirement for a survey until any time before conveyance of title to the parcel.

(f) Appraisal reports are confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1), for use by the agency and the board of trustees, until an option
contract is executed or, if no option contract is executed, until 2 weeks before a contract or agreement for purchase is considered for
approval by the board of trustees. However, the Department of Environmental Protection shall disclose appraisal reports to private
landowners or their representatives during negotiations for acquisitions. The department may also disclose appraisal information to
public agencies or nonprofit organizations that agree to maintain the confidentiality of the reports or information when joint
acquisition of property is contemplated, or when a public agency or nonprofit organization enters into a written agreement with the
department to purchase and hold property for subsequent resale to the board of trustees. In addition, the department may use, as its
own, appraisals obtained by a public agency or nonprofit organization, if the appraiser is selected from the department’s list of
appraisers and the appraisal is reviewed and approved by the department. For purposes of this paragraph, the term “nonprofit
organization” means an organization that is exempt from federal income tax under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and, for
purposes of the acquisition of conservation lands, an organization whose purpose must include the preservation of natural resources.
The agency may release an appraisal report when the passage of time has rendered the conclusions of value in the report invalid or
when the acquiring agency has terminated negotiations.

(g) Before acceptance of an appraisal, the agency shall submit a copy of such report to the division. The division shall review such
report for compliance with the rules of the board. Any questions of applicability of laws affecting an appraisal shall be addressed by the
legal office of the agency.

(h)  The appraisal report shall be accompanied by the sales history of the parcel for at least the previous 5 years. Such sales history
shall include all parties and considerations with the amount of consideration verified, if possible. If a sales history would not be useful, or
it is cost prohibitive compared to the value of a parcel, the sales history may be waived by the board of trustees. The board of trustees
shall adopt a rule specifying guidelines for waiver of a sales history.

(i) The board of trustees may consider an appraisal acquired by a seller, or any part thereof, in negotiating to purchase a parcel, but
such appraisal may not be used in lieu of an appraisal required by this subsection or to determine the maximum offer allowed by law.

(J)1.  The board of trustees shall adopt by rule the method for determining the value of parcels sought to be acquired by state
agencies pursuant to this section. An offer by a state agency may not exceed the value for that parcel as determined pursuant to the
highest approved appraisal or the value determined pursuant to the rules of the board of trustees, whichever value is less.

2. The board of trustees or, when applicable, the Department of Environmental Protection may acquire parcels pursuant to this
chapter and chapter 259 for the full value of that parcel as determined pursuant to the highest approved appraisal.

3. For ajoint acquisition by a state agency and a local government or other entity apart from the state, the joint purchase price may
not exceed 150 percent of the value for a parcel as determined in accordance with the limits in subparagraph 1. The state agency share
of a joint purchase offer may not exceed what the agency may offer singly pursuant to subparagraph 1.

4. This paragraph does not apply to the acquisition of historically unique or significant property as determined by the Division of
Historical Resources of the Department of State.

Notwithstanding this subsection, on behalf of the board of trustees and before the appraisal of parcels approved for purchase under
this chapter or chapter 259, the Secretary of Environmental Protection or the director of the Division of State Lands may enter into
option contracts to buy such parcels. Any such option contract shall state that the final purchase price is subject to approval by the
board of trustees or, if applicable, the Secretary of Environmental Protection, and that the final purchase price may not exceed the
maximum offer allowed by law. Any such option contract presented to the board of trustees for final purchase price approval shall
explicitly state that payment of the final purchase price is subject to an appropriation from the Legislature. The consideration for such
an option may not exceed $1,000 or 0.01 percent of the estimate by the department of the value of the parcel, whichever amount is
greater.
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(9)(@) When the owner is represented by an agent or broker, negotiations may not be initiated or continued until a written
statement verifying such agent’s or broker’s legal or fiduciary relationship with the owner is on file with the agency.

(b) The board of trustees or any state agency may contract for real estate acquisition services, including, but not limited to, contracts
for real estate commission fees, surveying, mapping, environmental audits, title work, and legal and other professional assistance to
review acquisition agreements and other documents and to perform acquisition closings. However, the Department of Environmental
Protection may use outside counsel to review any agreements or documents or to perform acquisition closings unless department staff
can conduct the same activity in 15 days or less.

(c) Upon the initiation of negotiations, the state agency shall inform the owner in writing that all agreements for purchase are
subject to approval by the board of trustees.

(d)  All offers or counteroffers shall be documented in writing and shall be confidential and exempt from s. 119.07(1) until an option
contract is executed, or if no option contract is executed, until 2 weeks before a contract or agreement for purchase is considered for
approval by the board of trustees. The agency shall maintain complete and accurate records of all offers and counteroffers for all
projects.

(e) When making an offer to a landowner, a state agency shall consider the desirability of a single cash payment in relation to the
maximum offer allowed by law.

(f) The state shall have the authority to reimburse the owner for the cost of the survey when deemed appropriate. The
reimbursement is not considered a part of the purchase price.

(9) Afinal offer shall be in the form of an option contract or agreement for purchase and shall be signed and attested to by the
owner and the representative of the agency. Before the agency executes the option contract or agreement for purchase, the contract
or agreement shall be reviewed for form and legality by legal staff of the agency. Before the agency signs the agreement for purchase
or exercises the option contract, the provisions of s. 286.23 shall be complied with. Within 10 days after the signing of the agreement for
purchase, the state agency shall furnish the Department of Environmental Protection with the original of the agreement for purchase
along with copies of the disclosure notice, evidence of marketability, the accepted appraisal report, the fee appraiser’s affidavit, a
statement that the inventory of existing state-owned lands was examined and contained no available suitable land in the area, and a
statement outlining the public purpose for which the acquisition is being made and the statutory authority therefor.

(h)  Within 45 days after receipt by the Department of Environmental Protection of the agreement for purchase and the required
documentation, the board of trustees or, if the purchase price does not exceed $100,000, its designee shall reject or approve the
agreement. An approved agreement for purchase is binding on both parties. Any agreement which has been disapproved shall be
returned to the agency, along with a statement as to the deficiencies of the agreement or the supporting documentation. An
agreement for purchase which has been disapproved by the board of trustees may be resubmitted when such deficiencies have been
corrected.

(10)(a) A dedication, gift, grant, or bequest of lands and appurtenances may not be accepted by the board of trustees until the
receiving state agency supplies sufficient evidence of marketability of title. The board of trustees may not accept by dedication, gift,
grant, or bequest any lands and appurtenances that are determined as being owned by the state in fee or by virtue of the state’s
sovereignty or which are so encumbered so as to preclude the use of such lands and appurtenances for any reasonable public purpose.
The board of trustees may accept a dedication, gift, grant, or bequest of lands and appurtenances without formal evidence of
marketability, or when the title is nonmarketable, if the board or its designee determines that such lands and appurtenances have
value and are reasonably manageable by the state, and that their acceptance would serve the public interest. The state is not required
to appraise the value of such donated lands and appurtenances as a condition of receipt.

(b) A deed filed in the public records to donate lands to the board of trustees does not transfer title to or vest title in the board of
trustees unless a document indicating that the board of trustees has agreed to accept the transfer of title to such donated lands is also
filed in the public records.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the maximum value of a parcel to be purchased by the board of trustees as
determined by the highest approved appraisal or as determined pursuant to the rules of the board of trustees may not be increased or
decreased as a result of a change in zoning or permitted land uses, or changes in market forces or prices that occur within 1year after
the date the Department of Environmental Protection or the board of trustees approves a contract to purchase the parcel.

(1M Notwithstanding this section, the board of trustees, by an affirmative vote of at least three members, voting at a regularly
scheduled and advertised meeting, may direct the Department of Environmental Protection to exercise the power of eminent domain
pursuant to chapters 73 and 74 to acquire any conservation parcel identified on the acquisition list established by the Acquisition and
Restoration Council and approved by the board of trustees pursuant to chapter 259. However, the board of trustees may only make
such a vote under the following circumstances:

(@) The state has made at least two bona fide offers to purchase the land through negotiation and, notwithstanding those offers, an
impasse between the state and the landowner was reached.

(b) Theland is of special importance to the state because of one or more of the following reasons:

1. Itinvolves an endangered or natural resource and is in imminent danger of development.

2. Itis of unique value to the state and the failure to acquire it will result in irreparable loss to the state.

3. The failure of the state to acquire it will seriously impair the state'’s ability to manage or protect other state-owned lands.

Pursuant to this subsection, the department may exercise condemnation authority directly or by contracting with the Department of
Transportation or a water management district to provide that service. If the Department of Transportation or a water management
district enters into such a contract with the department, the Department of Transportation or a water management district may use
statutorily approved methods and procedures ordinarily used by the agency for condemnation purposes.

(12)  Any conveyance to the board of trustees of fee title shall be made by no less than a special warranty deed, unless the
conveyance is from the Federal Government, the county government, or another state agency or, in the event of a gift or donation by
quitclaim deed, if the board of trustees, or its designee, determines that the acceptance of such quitclaim deed is in the best interest of
the public. A quitclaim deed may also be accepted to aid in clearing title or boundary questions.

(13)  The board of trustees may purchase tax certificates or tax deeds issued in accordance with chapter 197 relating to property
eligible for purchase under this section.

(14) The Auditor General shall conduct audits of acquisitions and divestitures which, according to his or her preliminary assessments
of board-approved acquisitions and divestitures, he or she deems necessary. These preliminary assessments shall be initiated not later
than 60 days after the board of trustees' final approval of land acquisitions under this section. If an audit is conducted, the Auditor
General shall submit an audit report to the board of trustees, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and their designees.

(15) The board of trustees and all affected agencies shall adopt and may modify or repeal such rules and regulations as are
necessary to carry out this section, including rules governing the terms and conditions of land purchases. Such rules shall address the
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procedures to be followed, when multiple landowners are involved in an acquisition, in obtaining written option agreements so that
the interests of the state are fully protected.

(16)(@) The board of trustees may deed property to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, so that the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services is able to sell, convey, transfer, exchange, trade, or purchase land on which a forestry facility
resides for money or other more suitable property on which to relocate the facility. Any sale or purchase of property by the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall follow the requirements of subsections (7)-(10) and (12). Any sale shall be at fair market
value, and any trade shall ensure that the state is getting at least an equal value for the property. Except as provided in subsections (7)-
(10) and (12), the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is excluded from following the provisions of this chapter and
chapters 259 and 375. This exclusion does not apply to lands acquired for conservation purposes in accordance with s. 253.0341(1) or (2).

(b) Inthe case of a sale by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services of a forestry facility, the proceeds of the sale shall
be deposited into the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Incidental Trust Fund. The Legislature may, at the request of
the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, appropriate such money within the trust fund to the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services for purchase of land and construction of a facility to replace the disposed facility. All proceeds other than land
from any sale, conveyance, exchange, trade, or transfer conducted pursuant to this subsection shall be deposited into the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services Incidental Trust Fund.

(c) Additional funds may be added from time to time by the Legislature to further the relocation and construction of forestry
facilities. If an equal trade of land occurs, money from the trust fund may be appropriated for building construction even though no
money was received from the trade.

(17)  Any agency that acquires land on behalf of the board of trustees is authorized to request disbursement of payments for real
estate closings in accordance with a written authorization from an ultimate beneficiary to allow a third party authorized by law to
receive such payment provided the Chief Financial Officer determines that such disbursement is consistent with good business
practices and can be completed in a manner minimizing costs and risks to the state.

(18) Pursuant to s. 944.10, the Department of Corrections is responsible for obtaining appraisals and entering into option
agreements and agreements for the purchase of state correctional facility sites. An option agreement or agreement for purchase is not
binding upon the state until it is approved by the board of trustees. The provisions of paragraphs (8)(c), (e), and (f) and (9)(b), (c), and (d)
apply to all appraisals, offers, and counteroffers of the Department of Corrections for state correctional facility sites.

(19)  Many parcels of land acquired pursuant to this section may contain cattle-dipping vats as defined in s. 376.301. The state is
encouraged to continue with the acquisition of such lands, including any cattle-dipping vats.

(20) Pursuant to s. 985.682, the Department of Juvenile Justice is responsible for obtaining appraisals and entering into option
agreements and agreements for the purchase of state juvenile justice facility sites. An option agreement or agreement for purchase is
not binding upon the state until it is approved by the board of trustees. The provisions of paragraphs (8)(c), (e), and (f) and (9)(b), (c), and
(d) apply to all appraisals, offers, and counteroffers of the Department of Juvenile Justice for state juvenile justice facility sites.

(21)(a) The board of trustees may acquire, pursuant to s. 288.980(2)(b), nonconservation lands from the annual list submitted by the
Department of Commerce for the purpose of buffering a military installation against encroachment.

(b) If federal partnership funds are available before the military installation buffer land is acquired, the Division of State Lands shall
apply yellow book appraisal standards and must disclose the appraised value to the seller.

(c) Following acquisition of the military installation buffer land, the board of trustees is authorized, in accordance with the
installation’s procedures, the laws of this state, and the terms of the management and monitoring agreement provided in s. 288.980(2)
(b), to:

1. Convey the land at less than appraised value to the military installation;

2. Lease the land at less than appraised or market value to the military installation; or

3. Lease the land at rates determined by competitive bid, which may be less than appraised or market value, to private entities to
conduct agricultural or silvicultural operations under terms requiring approval of the military installation and that must implement the
best management practices applicable to such operations as adopted by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

(d) A conveyance at less than appraised value must state that the land will revert to the board of trustees if the land is not used for
its intended purposes as a military installation buffer or if the military installation closes.

(22) The board of trustees, by an affirmative vote of at least three members, may direct the Department of Environmental
Protection to purchase lands on an immediate basis using up to 15 percent of the funds allocated to the department pursuant to s.
259.105 for the acquisition of lands that:

(@) Are listed or placed at auction by the Federal Government as part of the Resolution Trust Corporation sale of lands from failed
savings and loan associations;

(b) Are listed or placed at auction by the Federal Government as part of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation sale of lands
from failed banks;

(c)  Will be developed or otherwise lost to potential public ownership, or for which federal matching funds will be lost, by the time
the land can be purchased under the program within which the land is listed for acquisition; or

(d)  Will prevent or satisfy private property rights claims resulting from limitations imposed by the designation of an area of critical
state concern pursuant to chapter 380.

Lands acquired pursuant to this subsection must, at the time of purchase, be on one of the acquisition lists established pursuant to
chapter 259, or be essential for water resource development, protection, or restoration, or a significant portion of the lands must contain
natural communities or plant or animal species that are listed by the Florida Natural Areas Inventory as critically imperiled, imperiled, or
rare, or as excellent quality occurrences of natural communities.

(23) The board of trustees, by an affirmative vote of at least three members, may direct the division to purchase lands on an
immediate basis that will prevent or satisfy private property rights claims resulting from limitations imposed by the designation of an
area of critical state concern pursuant to chapter 380.

(24) For acquisitions directed pursuant to subsection (22) or subsection (23):

(@) The board of trustees may waive or modify all procedures required for land acquisition pursuant to this chapter and all
competitive bid procedures required pursuant to chapters 255 and 287; and

(b) If a parcel is estimated to be worth $500,000 or less and the director of the Division of State Lands finds that the cost of an
outside appraisal is not justified, a comparable sales analysis, an appraisal prepared by the division, or other reasonably prudent
procedure may be used by the division to estimate the value of the land, provided the public interest is reasonably protected.

(25) Title to lands to be held jointly by the board of trustees and a water management district and acquired pursuant to s. 373.139
may be deemed to meet the standards necessary for ownership by the board of trustees, notwithstanding this section or related rules.

History.—s. 9, ch. 79-255; s. 7, ch. 80-356; s. 166, ch. 81-259; s. 2, ch. 82-152; s. 2, ch. 83-114; s. 14, ch. 84-330; s. 57, ch. 85-80; s. 1, ch. 85-84; 5. 12, ch. 86-163; s. 65, ch. 86-
186; s.1, ch. 87-307; s.1, ch. 87-319; s. 7, ch. 88-168; s. 2, ch. 88-387; s. 1, ch. 89-117; 5. 9, ch. 89-174; s. 2, ch. 89-276; 5. 9, ch. 90-217; s. 1, ch. 90-234; s. 5, ch. 91-56; s. 3, ch. 92-
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288;s. 28, ch. 94-218; s. 2, ch. 94-240; s. 3, ch. 94-273; s. 66, ch. 94-356; s. 842, ch. 95-148; s. 2, ch. 95-349; s. 14, ch. 96-398; s. 109, ch. 96-406; s. 14, ch. 96-420; s. 25, ch. 98-
280; 5.9, ch. 99-4; s. 32, ch. 99-13; s. 10, ch. 2000-308; s. 87, ch. 2001-266; s. 272, ch. 2003-261; s. 1, ch. 2003-394; s. 59, ch. 2003-399; s. 106, ch. 2006-120; s. 3, ch. 2008-229;
s.1,ch. 2013-222; s.12, ch. 2014-43; s. 4, ch. 2016-233; s. 1, ch. 2018-159; s. 2, ch. 2023-169; s. 63, ch. 2024-6.

253.0251 Alternatives to fee simple acquisition.—

(1)  The Legislature finds that:

(@) With the increasing pressures on the natural areas of this state and on open space suitable for recreational use, the state must
develop creative techniques to maximize the use of acquisition and management funds.

(b) The state’s conservation and recreational land acquisition agencies should be encouraged to augment their traditional, fee
simple acquisition programs with the use of alternatives to fee simple acquisition techniques. In addition, the Legislature finds that
generations of private landowners have been good stewards of their land, protecting or restoring native habitats and ecosystems to the
benefit of the natural resources of this state, its heritage, and its citizens. The Legislature also finds that using alternatives to fee simple
acquisition by public land acquisition agencies will achieve the following public policy goals:

1. Allow more lands to be brought under public protection for preservation, conservation, and recreational purposes with less
expenditure of public funds.

2. Retain, on local government tax rolls, some portion of or interest in lands which are under public protection.

3. Reduce long-term management costs by allowing private property owners to continue acting as stewards of their land, when
appropriate.

Therefore, it is the intent of the Legislature that public land acquisition agencies develop programs to pursue alternatives to fee simple
acquisition and to educate private landowners about such alternatives and the benefits of such alternatives. It is also the intent of the
Legislature that a portion of the shares of Florida Forever bond proceeds be used to purchase eligible properties using alternatives to
fee simple acquisition.

(2) All applications for full fee simple acquisition projects must identify, within their acquisition plans, the reasons the projects
require a full fee simple interest to achieve the public policy goals, together with the reasons full title is determined to be necessary. The
state agencies and the water management districts may use alternatives to fee simple acquisition to bring the remaining projects in
their acquisition plans under public protection. For purposes of this section, the phrase “alternatives to fee simple acquisition” includes,
but is not limited to, purchase of development rights; obtaining conservation easements; obtaining flowage easements; purchase of
timber rights, mineral rights, or hunting rights; purchase of agricultural interests or silvicultural interests; fee simple acquisitions with
reservations; creating life estates; or any other acquisition technique that achieves the public policy goals listed in subsection (1). It is
presumed that a private landowner retains the full range of uses for all the rights or interests in the landowner’s land which are not
specifically acquired by the public agency. The lands upon which hunting rights are specifically acquired pursuant to this section shall
be available for hunting in accordance with the management plan or hunting regulations adopted by the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, unless the hunting rights are purchased specifically to protect activities on adjacent lands.

(3) When developing the acquisition plan pursuant to s. 259.105, the Acquisition and Restoration Council may give preference to
those less than fee simple acquisitions that provide any public access. However, the Legislature recognizes that public access is not
always appropriate for certain less than fee simple acquisitions. Therefore, any proposed less than fee simple acquisition may not be
rejected simply because public access would be limited.

(4) The Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and each water
management district shall implement initiatives for using alternatives to fee simple acquisition and to educate private landowners
about such alternatives. The Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and the
water management districts may enter into joint acquisition agreements to jointly fund the purchase of lands using alternatives to fee
simple techniques.

(5) The Legislature finds that the lack of direct sales comparison information has served as an impediment to successful
implementation of alternatives to fee simple acquisition. It is the intent of the Legislature that, in the absence of direct comparable
sales information, appraisals of alternatives to fee simple acquisitions be based on the difference between the full fee simple valuation
and the value of the interests remaining with the seller after acquisition.

(6) The public agency that has been assigned management responsibility shall inspect and monitor any less than fee simple
interest according to the terms of the purchase agreement relating to such interest.

(7) For less than fee simple acquisitions pursuant to s. 570.71, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall comply
with the acquisition procedures set forth in s. 570.715.

History.—s. 5, ch. 2016-233; s. 2, ch. 2025-201.

253.027 Emergency archaeological property acquisition.—

(1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “Emergency Archaeological Property Acquisition Act of 1988."

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—It is the intent of the Legislature that a program be established to protect archaeological properties of
major statewide significance from destruction as a result of imminent development, vandalism, or natural events. Since these resources
are often discovered during excavation as part of construction activities or after storm events, little time may be available for using
other, often time-consuming, property acquisition methods. It is, therefore, the further intent of the Legislature to create a rapid
method of acquisition for a limited number of specifically designated properties, which method may bypass previously accepted
methods of state land acquisition. It is also the intent of the Legislature that lands no longer needed for the purposes expressed in this
section be sold and funds returned to their original source for use in other programs.

(3) DEFINITION.—"“Archaeological property of major statewide significance” means lands that contain unique prehistoric or historic
artifacts, relics, or structures of archaeological value that are:

(@) Not merely of local or regional significance, but of importance to the state as a whole.

(b) Outstanding representations of a particular culture, historic event, or epoch.

(4) EMERGENCY ARCHAEOLOGICAL ACQUISITION.—The sum of $2 million shall be reserved annually within the Florida Forever
Trust Fund for the purpose of emergency archaeological acquisition. Any portion of that amount not spent or obligated by the end of
the third quarter of the fiscal year may be used for approved acquisitions pursuant to s. 259.105(3)(b).

(5) ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES.—

(@) No moneys shall be spent for the acquisition of any property, including title works, appraisal fees, and survey costs, unless:

1. The property is an archaeological property of major statewide significance.

2. The structures, artifacts, or relics, or their historic significance, will be irretrievably lost if the state cannot acquire the property.

3. Thesite is presently on an acquisition list for Florida Forever lands or complies with the criteria for inclusion on any such list, but
has yet to be included on the list.

4. No other source of immediate funding is available to purchase or otherwise protect the property.
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5. The site is not otherwise protected by local, state, or federal laws.

6. The acquisition is not inconsistent with the state comprehensive plan and the state land acquisition program.

(b)  No moneys shall be spent from the account for excavation or restoration of the properties acquired. Funds may be spent for
preliminary surveys to determine if the sites meet the criteria of this section. An amount not to exceed $100,000 may also be spent from
the account to inventory and evaluate archaeological and historic resources on properties purchased, or proposed for purchase,
pursuant to s. 259.105(3)(b).

(6) INITIATION OF PURCHASE.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall consider the purchase of lands
pursuant to this section upon its own motion or upon a written request by any person, corporation, organization, or agency. The
request shall contain the following information:

(@) The name, address, and phone number of the person making the request.

(b) Alegal description of the property, or if one is not readily available, a physical description sufficient to identify its general
location.

() The name and address of the owner if it is different from the requester.

(d) Anindication of the owner’s willingness to sell.

(e) A statement showing why the property is in imminent danger of being destroyed or substantially altered and why state
acquisition is necessary.

(f) A statement showing why the property is archaeological property of major statewide significance that meets the criteria for
purchase within the requirements of this section.

(9) Ifarchaeological resources are sought to be protected from the result of imminent construction activities, a list of the local, state,
or federal laws that might otherwise be available to protect the resource, and a short statement of the reason the laws are not available
to protect the resource.

The written request shall be filed with the Division of State Lands and the Division of Historical Resources. If the director of either
division or the director’s designee finds that the request substantially complies with the requirements of this section, it shall be placed
on the next Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund agenda following receipt without the need for notice; provided,
however, that each Cabinet officer shall have received copies of the request at least 24 hours before the meeting. Should the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund agree to consider the request, it shall approve a plan for future actions that may lead
to acquisition of the property as soon as possible thereafter.

(7) ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY.—Property may not be acquired under this section until the disposition or settlement of any
litigation involving such property or involving the use of or construction on such property or on adjacent property. Title to property
acquired pursuant to this section shall be held by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and managed
pursuant to the provisions of s. 259.032.

(8) WAIVER OF APPRAISALS OR SURVEYS.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may waive or limit any
appraisal or survey requirements in s. 253.025, if necessary to effectuate the purposes of this section. Fee simple title is not required to
be conveyed if some lesser interest will allow the preservation of the archaeological resource. Properties purchased pursuant to this
section shall be considered archaeologically unique or significant properties and may be purchased under the provisions of s.
253.025(9).

(9) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this section or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, it is the
legislative intent that the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the section which can be given effect without the
invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this section are declared severable.

(10) LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION.—It is intended that the provisions of this section shall be liberally construed for accomplishing the
work authorized and provided for or intended to be provided for by this section, and when strict construction would result in the defeat
of the accomplishment of any part of the work authorized by this section and a liberal construction would permit or assist in the
accomplishment thereof, the liberal construction shall be chosen.

History.—s. 1, ch. 88-274; s.1, ch. 91-221; s. 14, ch. 94-240; s. 843, ch. 95-148; s. 8, ch. 99-247; s. 14, ch. 2015-229; s. 33, ch. 2016-233.

253.03 Board of trustees to administer state lands; lands enumerated.—

(1) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the state is vested and charged with the acquisition,
administration, management, control, supervision, conservation, protection, and disposition of all lands owned by, or which may
hereafter inure to, the state or any of its agencies, departments, boards, or commissions, excluding lands held for transportation
facilities and transportation corridors and canal rights-of-way, spoil areas and lands required for disposal of materials, or borrow pits; any
land, title to which is vested or may become vested in any port authority, flood control district, water management district, or
navigation district or agency created by any general or special act; and any lands, including the Camp Blanding Military Reservation,
which have been conveyed to the state for military purposes only, and which are subject to reversion if conveyed by the original grantee
or if the conveyance to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund under this act would work a reversion from any
other cause, or where any conveyance of lands held by a state agency which are encumbered by or subject to liens, trust agreements,
or any form of contract which encumbers state lands for the repayment of funded debt. Lands vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall be deemed to be:

(a) Allswamp and overflowed lands held by the state or which may hereafter inure to the state;

(b) Alllands owned by the state by right of its sovereignty;

(c) Allinternal improvement lands proper;

(d) Alltidal lands;

(e) Alllands covered by shallow waters of the ocean or gulf, or bays or lagoons thereof, and all lands owned by the state covered by
fresh water;

(f) All parks, reservations, or lands or bottoms set aside in the name of the state, excluding lands held for transportation facilities and
transportation corridors and canal rights-of-way;

(g) Alllands which have accrued, or which may hereafter accrue, to the state from any source whatsoever, excluding lands held for
transportation facilities and transportation corridors and canal rights-of-way, spoil areas, or borrow pits or any land, the title to which is
vested or may become vested in any port authority, flood control district, water management district, or navigation district or agency
created by any general or special act.

(2) Iltistheintent of the Legislature that the board of trustees continue to receive proceeds from the sale or disposition of the
products of lands and the sale of lands of which the use and possession are not subsequently transferred by appropriate lease or similar
instrument from the board of trustees to the proper using agency. Such using agency shall be entitled to the proceeds from the sale of
products on, under, growing out of, or connected with lands which such using agency holds under lease or similar instrument from the
board of trustees. The board of trustees is directed and authorized to enter into leases or similar instruments for the use, benefit, and
possession of public lands by agencies which may properly use and possess them for the benefit of the state.
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(3) The provisions of s. 270.11, requiring the board of trustees to reserve unto itself certain oil and mineral interests in all deeds of
conveyances executed by the board of trustees, shall not have application to any lands that inure to the board of trustees from other
state agencies, departments, boards, or commissions under the terms and provisions of this act.

(4) Itisthe intent of the Legislature that, when title to any lands is in the state, with no specific agency authorized by the Legislature
to convey or otherwise dispose of such lands, the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund be vested with such title
and hereafter be authorized to exercise over such lands such authority as may be provided by law.

(5) Itisthe specific intent of the Legislature that this act repeal any provision of state law which may require the Board of Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to pay taxes or assessments of any kind to any state or local public agency on lands which are
transferred or conveyed to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund under the terms of this act and which at the
time of the passage of this act are entitled to tax-exempt status under the constitution or laws of the state.

(6) Commencing September 1,1967, all land held in the name of the state or any of its boards, departments, agencies, or
commissions shall be deemed to be vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund for the use and benefit of
the state. By October 1,1967, any board, commission, department, or agency holding title to any state lands used for public purpose
shall execute all instruments necessary to transfer such title to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund for the
use and benefit of the state, except lands which reverted to the state under the provisions of chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937,
commonly known and referred to as the “Murphy Act.”

(7)(@) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund is hereby authorized and directed to administer all state-owned
lands and shall be responsible for the creation of an overall and comprehensive plan of development concerning the acquisition,
management, and disposition of state-owned lands so as to ensure maximum benefit and use. The Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund has authority to adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement the provisions of this act.

(b)  With respect to administering, controlling, and managing sovereignty submerged lands, the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund also may adopt rules governing all uses of sovereignty submerged lands by vessels, floating homes, or any
other watercraft, which shall be limited to regulations for anchoring, mooring, or otherwise attaching to the bottom; the establishment
of anchorages; and the discharge of sewage, pumpout requirements, and facilities associated with anchorages. The regulations must
not interfere with commmerce or the transitory operation of vessels through navigable water, but shall control the use of sovereignty
submerged lands as a place of business or residence.

(c) Structures which are listed in or are eligible for the National Register of Historic Places or the State Inventory of Historic Places
which are over the waters of the state and which have a submerged land lease, or have been grandfathered-in to use sovereignty
submerged lands until January 1,1998, pursuant to former rule 18-21.00405, Florida Administrative Code, as it existed in rule on March 15,
1990, shall have the right to continue such submerged land leases, regardless of the fact that the present landholder is not an adjacent
riparian landowner, so long as the lessee maintains the structure in a good state of repair consistent with the guidelines for listing. If
the structure is damaged or destroyed, the lessee may reconstruct, so long as the reconstruction is consistent with the integrity of the
listed structure and does not increase the footprint of the structure. If a listed structure falls into disrepair and the lessee is not willing to
repair and maintain it consistent with its listing, the state may cancel the submerged lease and repair and maintain the property or
require that the structure be removed from sovereignty submerged lands.

(d) By January1, 2001, the owners of habitable structures built on or before May 1,1999, located in conservation areas 2 or 3, on
district or state-owned lands, the existence or use which will not impede the restoration of the Everglades, whether pursuant to a
submerged lease or not, must provide written notification to the South Florida Water Management District of their existence and
location, including an identification of the footprint of the structures. This notification will grant the leaseholders an automatic 20-year
lease at a reasonable fee established by the district, or the Department of Environmental Protection, as appropriate, to expire on
January 1, 2020. The district or Department of Environmental Protection, as appropriate, may impose reasonable conditions consistent
with existing laws and rules. If the structures are located on privately owned lands, the landowners must provide the same notification
required for a 20-year permit. If the structures are located on state-owned lands, the South Florida Water Management District shall
submit this notification to the Department of Environmental Protection on the owner’s behalf. At the expiration of this 20-year lease or
permit, the South Florida Water Management District or the Department of Environmental Protection, as appropriate, shall have the
right to require that the leaseholder remove the structures if the district determines that the structures or their use are causing harm
to the water or land resources of the district, or to renew the lease agreement. The structure of any owner who does not provide
notification to the South Florida Water Management District as required under this subsection, shall be considered illegal and subject
to immediate removal. Any structure built in any water conservation area after May 1,1999, without necessary permits and leases from
the South Florida Water Management District, the Department of Environmental Protection, or other local government, as appropriate,
shall be considered illegal and subject to removal.

(e) Failure to comply with the conditions contained in any permit or lease agreement as described in paragraph (d) makes the
structure illegal and subject to removal. Any structure built in any water conservation area on or after July 1, 2000, is also illegal and
subject to immediate removal.

(8)(a) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall prepare, using tax roll data provided by the Department
of Revenue, or the county property appraisers, an annual inventory of all publicly owned lands within the state. Such inventory shall
include all lands owned by any unit of state government or local government; by the Federal Government, to the greatest extent
possible; and by any other public entity.

(b) In addition to any other parcel data available, the inventory shall include a legal description or proper reference thereto, the
number of acres or square feet within the boundaries, and the assessed value of all publicly owned uplands. To the greatest extent
practicable, the legal description or proper reference thereto and the number of acres or square feet shall be determined for all publicly
owned submerged lands. For the purposes of this subsection, the term “submerged lands” means publicly owned lands below the
ordinary high-water mark of fresh waters and below the mean high-water line of salt waters extending seaward to the outer jurisdiction
of the state.

(c) By September 30 of each year, the Department of Revenue shall furnish to the board, in electronic form, the approved
preliminary tax roll data for public lands to be used in compiling the inventory. By November 30 of each year, the board shall prepare
and provide to each state agency and local government and any other public entity which holds title to real property, including any
water management district, drainage district, navigation district, or special taxing district, a list of the real property owned by such
entity, required to be listed on county assessment rolls, using tax roll data provided by the Department of Revenue. By January 31 of the
following year, each such entity shall review its list and inform the appropriate property appraiser and the board of any corrections to
the list. The appropriate county property appraiser shall enter such corrections on the appropriate county tax roll.

(d)  Whenever real property is listed on the real property assessment rolls of the respective counties in the name of the State of
Florida or any of its agencies, the listing shall not be changed in the absence of a recorded deed executed by the State of Florida or the
state agency in whose name the property is listed. If, in preparing the assessment rolls, the property appraisers within the state become
aware of the existence of a recorded deed not executed by the state and purporting to convey real property listed on the assessment
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rolls as state-owned, the property appraiser shall immediately forward a copy of the recorded deed to the state agency in whose name
the property is listed.

() The board shall use tax roll data, which shall be provided by the Department of Revenue, to assist in the identification and
confirmation of publicly held lands. Lands that are held by the state or a water management district and lands that are purchased by
the state, a state agency, or a water management district and that are deemed not essential or necessary for conservation purposes are
subject to review for surplus sale.

(9) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund is responsible for the acquisition and disposal of federal lands and
buildings which are declared surplus or excess. The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall establish regular
procedures to assure that state and local agencies are made aware of the availability of federal lands and buildings.

(10) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and the state through any of its agencies are hereby prohibited
from levying any charge, by whatever name known, or attaching any lien, on any and all materials dredged from state sovereignty tidal
lands or submerged bottom lands or on the lands constituting the spoil areas on which such dredged materials are placed, except as
otherwise provided for in this subsection, when such materials are dredged by or on behalf of the United States or the local sponsors of
active federal navigation projects in the pursuance of the improvement, construction, maintenance, and operation of such projects or
by a public body authorized to operate a public port facility (all such parties referred to herein shall hereafter be called “public body") in
pursuance of the improvement, construction, maintenance, and operation of such facility, including any public transfer and terminal
facilities, which actions are hereby declared to be for a public purpose. The term “local sponsor” means the local agency designated
pursuant to an act of Congress to assume a portion of the navigation project costs and duties. Active federal navigation projects are
those congressionally approved projects which are being performed by the United States Army Corps of Engineers or maintained by
the local sponsors.

(@) Except for beach nourishment seaward of existing lines of vegetation on privately owned or publicly owned uplands fronting on
the waters of the Atlantic Ocean or Gulf of America and authorized pursuant to the provisions of part | of chapter 161, no materials
dredged from state sovereignty tidal or submerged bottom lands by a public body shall be deposited on private lands until:

1. The United States Army Corps of Engineers or the local sponsor has first certified that no public lands are available within a
reasonable distance of the dredging site; and

2. The public body has published notice of its intention to utilize certain private lands for the deposit of materials, in a newspaper
published and having general circulation in the appropriate county at least three times within a 60-day period prior to the date of the
scheduled deposit of any such material, and therein advised the general public of the opportunity to bid on the purchase of such
materials for deposit on the purchaser’s designated site, provided any such deposit shall be at no increased cost to the public body.
Such notice shall state the terms, location, and conditions for receipt of bids and shall state that the public body shall accept the
highest responsible bid. All bids shall be submitted to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. All moneys
obtained from such purchases of materials shall be remitted forthwith to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust
Fund. Compliance with this subsection shall vest, without any obligation, full title to the materials in the owner of the land where
deposited.

(b)  When public lands on which are deposited materials dredged from state sovereignty tidal or submerged bottom lands by the
public body are sold or leased for a period in excess of 20 years, which term includes any options to a private party, 50 percent of any
remuneration received shall forthwith be remitted to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and the balance
shall be retained by the public body owning the land.

() Any materials which have been dredged from state sovereignty tidal or submerged bottom lands by the public body and
deposited on public lands may be removed by the public body to private lands or interests only after due advertisement for bids, which
means a notice published at least three times within a 60-day period in a newspaper published and having general circulation in the
appropriate county. The purchase price submitted by the highest responsible bidder shall be remitted to the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund. If no bid is received, the public body shall have the right to fully convey title to, and dispose of, any
such material on its land, with no requirement of payment to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (a)-(c), the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall allow
private or public entities to remove, at no charge and with no public notice requirements, spoil site material dredged from state
sovereignty tidal lands or submerged bottom lands and to place the material upon public or private lands when:

1. Such removal and placement is done pursuant to a spoil site rejuvenation plan the board of trustees approves; and

2. The board of trustees finds that the removal and placement is in the public interest and would rejuvenate a site for continued
spoil disposal. The board of trustees may give priority to requests for spoil site material, which would result in the environmental
restoration or enhancement of the new placement site.

() Nothing in this subsection shall affect any preexisting contract or permit to engage in dredging of materials from state
sovereignty tidal and submerged bottom lands, nor shall it be construed to void any preexisting agreement or lien against the lands
upon which dredged materials have been placed or to have any retroactive effect.

(1) The board of trustees may adopt rules to provide for the assessment and collection of reasonable fees, commensurate with the
actual cost to the board, for disclaimers, easements, exchanges, gifts, leases, releases, or sales of any interest in lands or any applications
therefor and for reproduction of documents. All revenues received from the application fees charged by a water management district
to process applications that include a request to use state lands are to be retained by the water management district. The board of
trustees shall adopt by rule an annual administrative fee for all existing and future leases or similar instruments to be charged to
agencies that are leasing land from the board of trustees. This annual administrative fee assessed for all leases or similar instruments is
to compensate the board of trustees for costs incurred in the administration and management of such leases or similar instruments.

(12) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund is hereby authorized to administer, manage, control, conserve,
protect, and sell all real property forfeited to the state pursuant to ss. 895.01-895.09 or acquired by the state pursuant to s. 607.0505 or
former s. 620.192. The board is directed to immediately determine the value of all such property and shall ascertain whether the
property is in any way encumbered. If the board determines that it is in the best interest of the state to do so, funds from the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund may be used to satisfy any such encumbrances. If forfeited property receipts are not sufficient to satisfy
encumbrances on the property and expenses permitted under this section, funds from another appropriate trust fund may be used to
satisfy any such encumbrances and expenses. All property acquired by the board pursuant to s. 607.0505, former s. 620.192, or ss. 895.01-
895.09 shall be sold as soon as commercially feasible unless the Attorney General recommmends and the board determines that
retention of the property in public ownership would effectuate one or more of the following policies of statewide significance:
protection or enhancement of floodplains, marshes, estuaries, lakes, rivers, wilderness areas, wildlife areas, wildlife habitat, or other
environmentally sensitive natural areas or ecosystems; or preservation of significant archaeological or historical sites identified by the
Secretary of State. In such event the property shall remain in the ownership of the board, to be controlled, managed, and disposed of in
accordance with this chapter, and the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall be reimbursed from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, or
other appropriate fund designated by the board, for any funds expended from the Internal Improvement Trust Fund pursuant to this
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subsection in regard to such property. Upon the recommendation of the Attorney General, the board may reimburse the investigative
agency for its investigative expenses, costs, and attorneys' fees, and may reimburse law enforcement agencies for actual expenses
incurred in conducting investigations leading to the forfeiture of such property from funds deposited in the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund of the Department of Environmental Protection. The proceeds of the sale of property acquired under s. 607.0505, former s.
620.192, or ss. 895.01-895.09 shall be distributed as follows:

(@) After satisfaction of any valid claims arising under s. 895.09(1)(a) or (b), any moneys used to satisfy encumbrances and expended
as costs of administration, appraisal, management, conservation, protection, sale, and real estate sales services and any interest
earnings lost to the trust fund that was used as of a date certified by the Department of Environmental Protection shall be replaced
first in the trust fund that was used to satisfy any such encumbrance or expense, if those funds were used, and then in the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund; and

(b)  The remainder shall be distributed as set forth in s. 895.09.

(13) For applications not reviewed pursuant to s. 373.427, the department must review applications for the use of state-owned
submerged lands, including a purchase, lease, easement, disclaimer, or other consent to use such lands and must request submittal of
all additional information necessary to process the application. Within 30 days after receipt of the additional information, the
department must review the information submitted and may request only that information needed to clarify the additional
information, to process the appropriate form of approval indicated by the additional information, or to answer those questions raised
by, or directly related to, the additional information. An application for the authority to use state-owned submerged land must be
approved, denied, or submitted to the board of trustees for approval or denial within 90 days after receipt of the original application or
the last item of timely requested additional information. This time is tolled by any notice requirements of s. 253.115 or any hearing held
under ss.120.569 and 120.57. If the review of the application is not completed within the 90-day period, the department must report
guarterly to the board the reasons for the failure to complete the report and provide an estimated date by which the application will be
approved or denied. Failure to comply with these time periods shall not result in approval by default.

(14)  Where necessary to establish a price for the sale or other disposition of state lands, including leases or easements, the Division
of State Lands may utilize appropriate appraiser selection and contracting procedures established under s. 253.025. The board of
trustees may adopt rules to implement this subsection.

(15) The board of trustees shall encourage the use of sovereign submerged lands for public access and water-dependent uses which
may include related minimal secondary nonwater-dependent uses.

(16) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, and the state through its agencies, may not control, regulate,
permit, or charge for any severed materials which are removed from the area adjacent to an intake or discharge structure pursuant to
an exemption authorized in s. 403.813(1)(f) and (r).

History.—s. 1, ch. 15642, 1931; CGL 1936 Supp. 1446(13); s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 2, 3, ch. 67-269; s. 2, ch. 67-2236; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 8, ch. 71-286; s. 1, ch. 75-76; s. 1, ch. 78-
251; s.10, ch. 79-255; s. 15, ch. 80-356; s. 3, ch. 82-144; s. 2, ch. 83-223; 5. 10, ch. 84-79; s. 4, ch. 84-249; s. 58, ch. 85-80; s. 1, ch. 85-306; s. 2, ch. 87-307; s. 8, ch. 88-168; s. 3,
ch. 88-264;s.1, ch. 88-357; s.5, ch. 89-102; s. 7, ch. 89-174; s. 16, ch. 89-175; s. 131, ch. 90-179; s. 1, ch. 91-175; s. 2, ch. 92-109; ss. 67, 490, ch. 94-356; s. 57, ch. 96-410; s. 1, ch.
97-22; s. 36, ch. 97-160; s. 2, ch. 97-164; s. 44, ch. 98-200; s. 9, ch. 99-247; s. 4, ch. 2000-170; s. 22, ch. 2004-234; s. 4, ch. 2005-157; s. 27, ch. 2006-1; s. 5, ch. 2007-73; s. 6, ch.
2009-20; s. 20, ch. 2009-27; ss. 6, 10, ch. 2010-280; SIR 8-A, 2010 Special Session A; s. 15, ch. 2015-229; s. 6, ch. 2016-233; s. 33, ch. 2025-8.

253.031 Land office; custody of documents concerning land; moneys; plats.—

(1) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, hereinafter called the “board,” shall establish and maintain a
public land office to be located at the seat of government of the state, in which office shall be deposited and preserved all records,
surveys, plats, maps, field notes, and patents, and all other evidence touching the title and description of the public domain, and all
lands granted by Congress to this state, or which may hereafter be granted, for whatever purpose the same may be given.

(2) The board shall have custody of, and the department shall maintain, all the records, surveys, plats, maps, field notes, and patents
and all other evidence touching the title and description of the public domain.

(3) The board shall draw all deeds and conveyances and deliver the same for all sales and transfers, and other disposition of the
public domain, that may from time to time be ordered and made by authority of law, and keep a true and faithful record of the same.
The board shall keep accounts of the several grants or donations for fixing the seat of government, for seminaries of learning, for
common schools, for internal improvements, or for any other purpose, in separate books, accounts, and reports, so that the rights and
interests of one shall not be blended or mixed with the rights and interests of another; and each class of land shall pay the expenses of
locating the same.

(4) The board shall, in behalf of this state, receive from the Treasury of the United States the 5 percent on sales of the public lands, or
any other sums accruing from the general government to the seminary, common school, internal improvement, or land acquisition
funds; and shall pay the same into the treasury of this state, or, if they shall belong to a fund, to the treasurer of such fund keeping the
same separate and distinct under their respective proper heads. The board shall hold all needful correspondence with the several land
offices of the United States in this state, or with the general land office at Washington, and shall attend the public land sales in this
state, and visit the said land offices whenever, in its opinion, the interest of the state shall require it, and do and perform all things
needful and proper to advance and promote the interests of the same.

(5) The board shall make selections of and secure all swamp and overflowed lands and any other lands inuring to the state under
the several acts of Congress providing therefor, and shall provide plats or maps of all lands selected and secured, and append thereto
an accurate description of the quality, situation, and location of the same, and whatever else may affect the value of each tract or body
of land selected and secured, taking care to keep in separate books, and maps or plats, the lands belonging to each separate fund,
which books and maps and plats, with the description thereof, shall be kept and preserved in the office of the board.

(6) Upon the discontinuance by the federal authorities of the office of surveyor-general for the state, the board shall receive all of the
field notes, surveys, maps, plats, papers, and records heretofore kept in the office of said surveyor-general as part of the public records
of its office, and shall at all times allow any duly accredited authority of the United States full and free access to any and all of such field
notes, surveys, maps, plats, papers, and records; and may make and furnish under their hands and seal certified copies of any or all of
the same to any person making application therefor.

(7) The board shall keep a suitable seal of office. An impression of this seal shall be made upon the deeds conveying lands sold by
the state, by the Board of Education, and by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of this state; and all such
deeds shall be signed by the trustees or their agents as authorized under s. 253.431, making the same and impressed with the seal and
are operative and valid without witnesses to the execution thereof; and the impression of such seal on any such deeds entitles the
same to record and to be received in evidence in all courts.

(8) The fees of the board in the following matters shall be as follows: certification under seal of copies of maps or records in the
office will be performed for a fee of $1.50 minimum. The charges for copying, making record searches, and compiling reports and
statistical data shall be commensurate with the work involved and cost of material used.

History.—s. 1, ch. 63-294; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 74-18; s. 9, ch. 79-65; s. 3, ch. 82-185; s. 2, ch. 2013-152; s. 7, ch. 2016-233.
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253.0325 Modernization of state lands records.—

(1) The Department of Environmental Protection shall initiate an ongoing computerized information systems program to modernize
its state lands records and documents that relate to all lands that have been acquired by all agencies under the Florida Preservation
2000 Act pursuant to s. 259.101 or the Florida Forever Act pursuant to s. 259.105. All recipients of Florida Forever funds shall annually
submit their records for lands acquired for compilation of state lands records by the department. The program shall include, at a
minimum:

(@) A document management component to automate the storage and retrieval of information contained in state lands records.

(b)  Aland records management component to organize the records by key elements present in the data.

(€)  An evaluation component which includes the collection of resource and environmental data.

(d) A mapping component to generate and store maps of state-owned parcels using data from the land records management and
evaluation components.

(2) At all stages of its records modernization program, the department shall seek to ensure information systems compatibility within
the department and with other state, local, and regional governmental agencies. The department also shall seek to promote
standardization in the collection of information regarding state-owned lands by federal, state, regional, and local agencies.

(3) The information collected and stored as a result of the department’'s modernization of state lands records shall not be
considered a final or complete accounting of lands which the state owns or to which the state may claim ownership.

History.—s. 6, ch. 90-217; s. 68, ch. 94-356; s. 4, ch. 2008-229.

253.033 Inter-American Center property; transfer to board; continued use for government purposes.—

(1) All real and personal property presently owned by the Inter-American Center Authority, pursuant to former s. 554.072 or
otherwise, and all existing liabilities of said authority are hereby transferred to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust
Fund. However, the liability to the Department of Transportation for road and bridge work is hereby waived and satisfied. Except as
provided in s. 4, chapter 75-131, Laws of Florida, all obligations in connection with contracts and bond issues of the authority shall be
assumed and performed by the trustees as provided by law or contract. No action shall be taken as a result of this act that will impair
the obligations of any such contract or outstanding bonds.

(2) Itis hereby recognized that certain governmental entities have expended substantial public funds in acquiring, planning for, or
constructing public facilities for the purpose of carrying out or undertaking governmental functions on property formerly under the
jurisdiction of the authority. All property owned or controlled by any governmental entity shall be exempt from the Florida Building
Code and any local amendments thereto and from local zoning regulations which might otherwise be applicable in the absence of this
section in carrying out or undertaking any such governmental function and purpose.

(3)(a) Except as provided in this subsection, in no event shall any of the lands known as “the Graves tract,” including, without
limitation, the land previously transferred to the City of Miami and Miami-Dade County by the Inter-American Center Authority and the
lands transferred pursuant to this act, be used for other than public purposes. However, the portion of “the Graves tract” owned by the
City of North Miami on the effective date of this act or subsequently acquired by the city shall not be subject to such public purpose use
restriction and may be used for any purpose in accordance with local building and zoning regulations.

(b)1.  Notwithstanding any provision of paragraph (a) or any other law to the contrary, the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund shall convey and transfer to the City of North Miami as soon as feasible that portion of “the Graves tract”
described in this paragraph as set forth with particularity in s. 1, chapter 85-201, Laws of Florida, along with that certain additional
portion of “the Graves tract” described as follows: Commmencing at the center of Section 21, Township 52S., Range 42E., Miami-Dade
County, Florida, run South 87°-38'-50" West, 180.0 feet to the point of beginning of a parcel of land described as follows: run South
87°-38'-50" West 804.17 feet to the east right-of-way line of State Road #5, thence run South 15°-20'-05" West for a distance of 206.85
feet, thence run North 87°-45'-31" East for a distance of 751.20 feet, thence run North 27°-50'-00" East for a distance of 229.47 feet to the
point of beginning, such parcel containing 3.89 acres more or less, except for that certain portion thereof which the Department of
Transportation has reserved for right-of-way for transportation facilities.

2. Upon the recordation in the Official Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida, by the Department of Transportation of a right-of-
way map for State Road #5, which reserves a portion of the lands described in subparagraph 1., which said portion reserved is within,
but smaller than, the portion reserved from the conveyance required by subparagraph 1. as accomplished by instrument recorded in
page 30 of Official Record Book 14405 of the Official Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida, as Deed No. 28289, pursuant to chapter 89-
246, Laws of Florida, the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall convey and transfer to the City of North Miami
as soon as feasible that additional portion of “the Graves tract” which consists of: Parcel No. 1, “Interama Tract” Right-of-Way Reservation
for State Road #5, together with Parcel No. 2, “Interama Tract” Right-of-Way Reservation for State Road #5 as described in that certain
instrument of conveyance referred to in this subparagraph as Deed No. 28289, less and except that certain portion of said Parcels No. 1
and No. 2 which is, after the effective date of this act, reserved for right-of-way for transportation facilities in a right-of-way map or like
instrument hereafter filed and recorded by the Department of Transportation in the official records, so that the City of North Miami
obtains title to those additional lands which are not necessary to be reserved for right-of-way for transportation facilities.

3. The City of North Miami shall not be required to pay any monetary consideration for the conveyances of land specified in this
paragraph, since these conveyances are in mitigation of the loss sustained by the city upon dissolution of the Inter-American Center
Authority pursuant to s. 1 of chapter 75-131, Laws of Florida.

(4) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may lease to Miami-Dade County approximately 300 acres of
land, and approximately 90 acres of abutting lagoon and waterways, designated as the Primary Development Area, and may also
transfer to Miami-Dade County all or any part of the plans, drawings, maps, etc., of the Inter-American Center Authority existing at the
date of transfer, provided Miami-Dade County:

(@) Assumes responsibilities of the following agreements:

1. That certain agreement entered into on June 12,1972, between the City of Miami and Inter-American Center Authority whereby
the authority agreed to repurchase, with revenues derived from the net operating revenue of the project developed on the leased lands
after expenses and debt service requirements, the approximately 93 acres of lands previously deeded to the City of Miami as security for
repayment of the $8,500,000 owed by the authority to the City of Miami. Title to the land repurchased pursuant to the provisions of this
subsection shall be conveyed to the State of Florida.

2. Those certain rights granted to the City of North Miami pursuant to the provisions of former s. 554.29(1)(a) and former s. 554.30
obligating the authority to issue a revenue bond to the City of North Miami, containing provisions to be determined by Miami-Dade
County, to be repaid from all ad valorem taxes, occupational license fees, franchise taxes, utility taxes, and cigarette taxes which would
have accrued to the authority or the City of North Miami by nature of property owned by the authority having been in the City of North
Miami and from the excess revenue after operating expenses, development cost and debt service requirements, of the project
developed on the leased lands.
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(b) Develops a plan for the use of the land that meets the approval of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
or that meets the following purposes heretofore authorized:

1. To provide a permanent international center which will serve as a meeting ground for the governments and industries of the
Western Hemisphere and of other areas of the world.

2. To facilitate broad and continuous exchanges of ideas, persons, and products through cultural, educational, and other exchanges.

3. By appropriate means, to promote mutual understanding between the peoples of the Western Hemisphere and to strengthen
the ties which unite the United States with other nations of the free world.

Any property leased under this subsection shall not be leased for less than fair market value.
History.—ss. 2, 3, 5,7, 8, ch. 75-131; s. 1, ch. 85-201; s. 1, ch. 87-293; s. 1, ch. 89-246; s. 1, ch. 92-114; 5. 9, ch. 97-100; s. 13, ch. 2000-141; s. 34, ch. 2001-186; s. 3, ch. 2001-372; s.
45, ch. 2008-4.

253.034 State-owned lands; uses.—

(1) All'lands acquired pursuant to chapter 259 shall be managed to serve the public interest by protecting and conserving land, air,
water, and the state’s natural resources, which contribute to the public health, welfare, and economy of the state. These lands shall be
managed to provide for areas of natural resource based recreation, and to ensure the survival of plant and animal species and the
conservation of finite and renewable natural resources. The state's lands and natural resources shall be managed using a stewardship
ethic that assures these resources will be available for the benefit and enjoyment of all people of the state, both present and future. It is
the intent of the Legislature that, where feasible and consistent with the goals of protection and conservation of natural resources
associated with lands held in the public trust by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, public land not
designated for single-use purposes pursuant to paragraph (2)(b) be managed for multiple-use purposes. All multiple-use land
management strategies shall address public access and enjoyment, resource conservation and protection, ecosystem maintenance
and protection, and protection of threatened and endangered species, and the degree to which public-private partnerships or
endowments may allow the entity with management responsibility to enhance its ability to manage these lands. The Acquisition and
Restoration Council shall recommmend rules to the board of trustees, and the board of trustees shall adopt rules necessary to carry out
the purposes of this section.

(2) As used in this section, the term:

(@) “Multiple use” means the harmonious and coordinated management of timber, recreation, conservation of fish and wildlife,
forage, archaeological and historic sites, habitat and other biological resources, or water resources so that they are used in the
combination that will best serve the people of the state, making the most judicious use of the land for some or all of these resources
and giving consideration to the relative values of the various resources. Where necessary and appropriate for all state-owned lands that
are larger than 1,000 acres in project size and are managed for multiple uses, buffers may be formed around any areas that require
special protection or have special management needs. Such buffers may not exceed more than one-half of the total acreage. Multiple
uses within a buffer area may be restricted to provide the necessary buffering effect desired. Multiple use in this context includes both
uses of land or resources by more than one management entity, which may include private sector land managers. In any case, lands
identified as multiple-use lands in the land management plan shall be managed to enhance and conserve the lands and resources for
the enjoyment of the people of the state.

(b) “Single use” means management for one particular purpose to the exclusion of all other purposes, except that the using entity
shall have the option of including in its management program compatible secondary purposes which will not detract from or interfere
with the primary management purpose. Such single uses may include, but are not necessarily restricted to, the use of agricultural lands
for production of food and livestock, the use of improved sites and grounds for institutional purposes, and the use of lands for parks,
preserves, wildlife management, archaeological or historic sites, or wilderness areas where the maintenance of essentially natural
conditions is important. All submerged lands shall be considered single-use lands and shall be managed primarily for the maintenance
of essentially natural conditions, the propagation of fish and wildlife, and public recreation, including hunting and fishing where
deemed appropriate by the managing entity.

(c) “Conservation lands” means lands that are currently managed for conservation, outdoor resource-based recreation, or
archaeological or historic preservation, except those lands that were acquired solely to facilitate the acquisition of other conservation
lands. Lands acquired for uses other than conservation, outdoor resource-based recreation, or archaeological or historic preservation
may not be designated conservation lands except as otherwise authorized under this section. These lands shall include, but not be
limited to, the following: correction and detention facilities, military installations and facilities, state office buildings, maintenance yards,
state university or Florida College System institution campuses, agricultural field stations or offices, tower sites, law enforcement and
license facilities, laboratories, hospitals, clinics, and other sites that do not possess significant natural or historical resources. However,
lands acquired solely to facilitate the acquisition of other conservation lands, and for which the land management plan has not yet
been completed or updated, may be evaluated by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund on a case-by-case
basis to determine if they will be designated conservation lands.

(d) “Public access,” as used in this chapter and chapter 259, means access by the general public to state lands and water, including
vessel access made possible by boat ramps, docks, and associated support facilities, where compatible with conservation and
recreation objectives.

Lands acquired by the state as a gift, through donation, or by any other conveyance for which no consideration was paid, and which are
not managed for conservation, outdoor resource-based recreation, or archaeological or historic preservation under a land
management plan approved by the board of trustees are not conservation lands.

(3) Recognizing that recreational trails purchased with rails-to-trails funds pursuant to former s. 259.101(3)(g), Florida Statutes 2014,
or s. 259.105(3)(h) have had historic transportation uses and that their linear character may extend many miles, the Legislature intends
that if the necessity arises to serve public needs, after balancing the need to protect trail users from collisions with automobiles and a
preference for the use of overpasses and underpasses to the greatest extent feasible and practical, transportation uses shall be allowed
to cross recreational trails purchased pursuant to former s. 259.101(3)(g), Florida Statutes 2014, or s. 259.105(3)(h). When these crossings
are needed, the location and design should consider and mitigate the impact on humans and environmental resources, and the value
of the land shall be paid based on fair market value.

(4) A management agreement, lease, or other instrument authorizing the use of lands owned by the board of trustees may not be
executed for a period greater than is necessary to provide for the reasonable use of the land for the existing or planned life cycle or
amortization of the improvements, except that an easement in perpetuity may be granted by the board of trustees if the improvement
is a transportation facility. If an entity managing or leasing state-owned lands from the board of trustees does not meet the short-term
goals under paragraph (5)(b) for conservation lands, the Department of Environmental Protection may submit the lands to the
Acquisition and Restoration Council to review whether the short-term goals should be modified, consider whether the lands should be
offered to another entity for management or leasing, or recommend to the board of trustees whether to surplus the lands. If an entity
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managing or leasing state-owned lands from the board of trustees does not meet the short-term goals under paragraph (5)(i) for
nonconservation lands, the department may submit the lands to the board of trustees to consider whether to require the managing or
leasing entity to release its interest in the lands and to consider whether to surplus the lands. If the state-owned lands are determined
to be surplus, the board of trustees may require an entity to release its interest in the lands. An entity managing or leasing state-owned
lands from the board of trustees may not sublease such lands without prior review by the Division of State Lands and, for conservation
lands, by the Acquisition and Restoration Council. All management agreements, leases, or other instruments authorizing the use of
lands owned by the board of trustees shall be reviewed for approval by the board of trustees or its designee. The council is not required
to review subleases of parcels which are less than 160 acres in size.

M(5) Each manager of conservation lands shall submit to the Division of State Lands a land management plan at least every 10 years
in a form and manner adopted by rule of the board of trustees and in accordance with s. 259.032. Each manager of conservation lands
shall also update a land management plan whenever the manager proposes to add new facilities or make substantive land use or
management changes that were not addressed in the approved plan, or within 1year after the addition of significant new lands. Each
manager of nonconservation lands shall submit to the Division of State Lands a land use plan at least every 10 years in a form and
manner adopted by rule of the board of trustees. The division shall review each plan for compliance with the requirements of this
subsection and the requirements of the rules adopted by the board of trustees pursuant to this section. All nonconservation land use
plans, whether for single-use or multiple-use properties, must be managed to provide the greatest benefit to the state. Plans for
managed areas larger than 1,000 acres must contain an analysis of the multiple-use potential of the property which includes the
potential of the property to generate revenues to enhance the management of the property. In addition, the plan must contain an
analysis of the potential use of private land managers to facilitate the restoration or management of these lands and whether
nonconservation lands would be more appropriately transferred to the county or municipality in which the land is located for the
purpose of providing affordable multifamily rental housing that meets the criteria of s. 420.0004(3). If a newly acquired property has a
valid conservation plan that was developed by a soil and water conservation district, such plan must be used to guide management of
the property until a formal land use plan is completed.

(@) State conservation lands must be managed to ensure the conservation of this state's plant and animal species and to ensure the
accessibility of state lands for the benefit and enjoyment of all people of this state, both present and future. Each land management
plan for state conservation lands must provide a desired outcome, describe both short-term and long-term management goals, and
include measurable objectives to achieve those goals. Short-term goals must be achievable within a 2-year planning period, and long-
term goals must be achievable within a 10-year planning period. These short-term and long-term management goals are the basis for
all subsequent land management activities.

(b) Short-term and long-term management goals for state conservation lands must include measurable objectives for the
following, as appropriate:

1. Habitat restoration and improvement.

2. Public access and recreational opportunities.

3. Hydrological preservation and restoration.

4. Sustainable forest management.

5. Exotic and invasive species maintenance and control.

6. Capital facilities and infrastructure.

7. Cultural and historical resources.

8. Imperiled species habitat maintenance, enhancement, restoration, or population restoration.

() Theland management plan must, at a minimum, contain the following elements:

1. A physical description of the land.

2. A quantitative data description of the land which includes an inventory of forest and other natural resources; exotic and invasive
plants; hydrological features; infrastructure, including recreational facilities; and other significant land, cultural, or historical features.
The inventory must reflect the number of acres for each resource and feature, when appropriate. The inventory must be of such detail
that objective measures and benchmarks can be established for each tract of land and monitored during the lifetime of the plan. All
guantitative data collected must be aggregated, standardized, collected, and presented in an electronic format to allow for uniform
management reporting and analysis. The information collected by the Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to s.
253.0325(2) must be available to the land manager and his or her assignee.

3. A detailed description of each short-term and long-term land management goal, the associated measurable objectives, and the
related activities that are to be performed to meet the land management objectives. Each land management objective must be
addressed by the land management plan, and if practicable, a land management objective may not be performed to the detriment of
the other land management objectives.

4. A schedule of land management activities which contains short-term and long-term land management goals and the related
measurable objective and activities. The schedule must include for each activity a timeline for completion, quantitative measures, and
detailed expense and manpower budgets. The schedule must provide a management tool that facilitates development of performance
measures.

5. Asummary budget for the scheduled land management activities of the land management plan. For state lands containing or
anticipated to contain imperiled species habitat, the summmary budget shall include any fees anticipated from public or private entities
for projects to offset adverse impacts to imperiled species or such habitat, which fees must be used solely to restore, manage, enhance,
repopulate, or acquire imperiled species habitat. The summary budget must be prepared in such manner that it facilitates computing
an aggregate of land management costs for all state-managed lands using the categories described in s. 259.037(3).

(d) Upon completion, the land management plan must be transmitted to the Acquisition and Restoration Council for review. Within
90 days after receipt of the plan, the council shall review the plan and submit its recommendations to the board of trustees. During the
review period, the land management plan may be revised if agreed to by the primary land manager and the council taking into
consideration public input. The land management plan becomes effective upon approval by the board of trustees.

(e) Land management plans are to be updated every 10 years on a rotating basis. Each updated land management plan must
identify any conservation lands under the plan, in part or in whole, that are no longer needed for conservation purposes and could be
disposed of in fee simple or with the state retaining a permanent conservation easement.

(f) In developing or updating land management plans, at least one public hearing must be held in any one affected county.

(9) The Division of State Lands shall make available to the public at least 30 days before the public hearing required by paragraph (f)
an electronic copy of each land management plan for parcels that exceed 160 acres in size and for parcels located within a state park.
The division shall review each plan for compliance with the requirements of this subsection, the requirements of chapter 259, and the
requirements of the rules adopted by the board of trustees pursuant to this section. The Acquisition and Restoration Council shall also
consider the propriety of the recommendations of the managing entity with regard to the future use of the property, the protection of
fragile or nonrenewable resources, the potential for alternative or multiple uses not recognized by the managing entity, and the
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possibility of disposal of the property by the board of trustees. After its review, the council shall submit the plan, along with its
recommendations and comments, to the board of trustees. The council shall specifically recommend to the board of trustees whether
to approve the plan as submitted, approve the plan with modifications, or reject the plan. If the council fails to make a recommendation
for a land management plan, the Secretary of Environmental Protection, Commmissioner of Agriculture, or executive director of the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission or their designees must submit the land management plan to the board of trustees.

(h) The board of trustees shall consider the land management plan submitted by each entity and the recommendations of the
Acquisition and Restoration Council and the Division of State Lands and shall approve the plan with or without modification or reject
such plan. The use or possession of any such lands which is not in accordance with an approved land management plan is subject to
termination by the board of trustees.

(i)1. State nonconservation lands must be managed to provide the greatest benefit to the state. State nonconservation lands may be
grouped by similar land use types under one land use plan. Each land use plan must, at a minimum, contain the following elements:

a. A physical description of the land to include any significant natural or cultural resources as well as management strategies
developed by the land manager to protect such resources.

b. A desired development outcome.

c. Aschedule for achieving the desired development outcome.

d. A description of both short-term and long-term development goals.

e. A management and control plan for invasive nonnative plants.

f. A management and control plan for soil erosion and soil and water contamination.

g. Measurable objectives to achieve the goals identified in the land use plan.

2. Short-term goals shall be achievable within a 5-year planning period and long-term goals shall be achievable within a 10-year
planning period.

3. The use or possession of any such lands that is not in accordance with an approved land use plan is subject to termination by the
board of trustees.

4. Land use plans submitted by a manager shall include reference to appropriate statutory authority for such use or uses and shall
conform to the appropriate policies and guidelines of the state land management plan.

(6) This section does not affect:

(@) Other provisions of this chapter relating to oil, gas, or mineral resources.

(b) The exclusive use of state-owned land subject to a lease by the board of trustees of state-owned land for private uses and
purposes.

(c) Sovereignty lands not leased for private uses and purposes.

(7)(@) The Legislature recognizes the value of the state's conservation lands as water recharge areas and air filters.

(b) If state-owned lands are subject to annexation procedures, the Division of State Lands must notify the county legislative
delegation of the county in which the land is located.

(8) Land management plans required to be submitted by the Department of Corrections, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the
Department of Children and Families, or the Department of Education are not subject to review by the Acquisition and Restoration
Council. Management plans filed by these agencies shall be made available to the public for a period of 90 days at the administrative
offices of the parcel or project affected by the management plan and at the Tallahassee offices of each agency. Any plans not objected
to during the public comment period shall be deemed approved. Any plans for which an objection is filed shall be submitted to the
board of trustees for consideration. The board of trustees shall approve the plan with or without modification, or reject the plan. The use
or possession of any such lands which is not in accordance with an approved land management plan is subject to termination by the
board of trustees.

(9) The following additional uses of conservation lands acquired pursuant to the Florida Forever program and other state-funded
conservation land purchase programs shall be authorized, upon a finding by the board of trustees, if they meet the criteria specified in
paragraphs (a)-(e): water resource development projects, water supply development projects, stormwater management projects, linear
facilities, and sustainable agriculture and forestry. Such additional uses are authorized if:

(@) The use is not inconsistent with the management plan for such lands;

(b) The use is compatible with the natural ecosystem and resource values of such lands;

() The use is appropriately located on such lands and due consideration is given to the use of other available lands;

(d) The using entity reasonably compensates the titleholder for such use based upon an appropriate measure of value; and

() The use is consistent with the public interest.

A decision by the board of trustees pursuant to this section shall be given a presumption of correctness. Moneys received from the use
of state lands pursuant to this section shall be returned to the lead managing entity in accordance with s. 259.032(9)(c).

(10) Lands listed as projects for acquisition may be managed for conservation pursuant to s. 259.032, on an interim basis by a private
party in anticipation of a state purchase in accordance with a contractual arrangement between the acquiring agency and the private
party that may include management service contracts, leases, cost-share arrangements or resource conservation agreements. Lands
designated as eligible under this subsection shall be managed to maintain or enhance the resources the state is seeking to protect by
acquiring the land. Funding for these contractual arrangements may originate from the documentary stamp tax revenue deposited
into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund. No more than $6.2 million may be expended from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for this
purpose.

(1M Any lands available to governmental employees, including water management district employees, for hunting or other
recreational purposes shall also be made available to the general public for such purposes.

History.—s. 2, ch. 80-280; s. 167, ch. 81-259; s. 1, ch. 82-36; s. 3, ch. 83-223; s. 2, ch. 84-94; s. 4, ch. 84-197; s.1, ch. 89-174; ss. 3, 4, 5, ch. 90-1; s. 5, ch. 91-429; s. 3, ch. 92-109;
s. 25, ch. 94-237; s. 3, ch. 97-164; ss. 32, 38, ch. 98-46; ss. 40, 53, ch. 99-228; 5. 10, ch. 99-247; s. 24, ch. 2000-152; s. 13, ch. 2000-157; s. 5, ch. 2000-170; s. 2, ch. 2001-275; s. 14,
ch. 2003-6; s. 2, ch. 2003-394; s. 1, ch. 2004-35; s. 54, ch. 2004-269; s. 1, ch. 2004-296; s. 39, ch. 2005-71; s. 36, ch. 2006-26; s. 9, ch. 2006-69; s. 7, ch. 2007-6; s. 33, ch. 2007-
73;s.1, ch. 2007-141; s. 46, ch. 2008-4; s. 30, ch. 2008-153; s. 5, ch. 2008-229; s. 7, ch. 2009-20; s. 1, ch. 2009-77; s. 26, ch. 2009-82; s. 1, ch. 2009-196; s. 8, ch. 2010-4; s. 24, ch.
2010-153; ss. 7,10, ch. 2010-280; SJIR 8-A, 2010 Special Session A; s. 27, ch. 2011-47; s. 34, ch. 2013-15; s. 4, ch. 2013-16; s. 3, ch. 2013-152; s. 1, ch. 2013-226; s. 33, ch. 2014-17; s.
49, ch. 2014-19; s.16, ch. 2015-229; s. 8, ch. 2016-233; 5. 9, ch. 2017-3; s. 23, ch. 2023-17; s. 2, ch. 2025-76.

mNote.—Section 43, ch. 2023-17, provides:

“(1) The Department of Revenue is authorized, and all conditions are deemed met, to adopt emergency rules under s. 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, for the purpose
of implementing provisions related to the Live Local Program created by this act. Notwithstanding any other law, emergency rules adopted under this section are
effective for 6 months after adoption and may be renewed during the pendency of procedures to adopt permanent rules addressing the subject of the emergency
rules.

“(2) This section expires July 1,2026."
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253.0341 Surplus of state-owned lands.—

[!](1) The board of trustees shall determine which lands, the title to which is vested in the board, may be surplused. For all
conservation lands, the Acquisition and Restoration Council shall make a recommendation to the board of trustees, and the board of
trustees shall determine whether the lands are no longer needed for conservation purposes. If the board of trustees determines the
lands are no longer needed for conservation purposes, it may dispose of such lands by an affirmative vote of at least three members. In
the case of a land exchange involving the disposition of conservation lands, the board of trustees must determine by an affirmative
vote of at least three members that the exchange will result in a net positive conservation benefit. For all nonconservation lands, the
board of trustees shall determine whether the lands are no longer needed. If the board of trustees determines the lands are no longer
needed, it may dispose of such lands by an affirmative vote of at least three members. Local government requests for the state to
surplus conservation or nonconservation lands, whether for purchase, exchange, or any other means of transfer, must be expedited
throughout the surplusing process. Property jointly acquired by the state and other entities may not be surplused without the consent
of all joint owners.

(2) For purposes of this section, all lands acquired by the state before July 1,1999, using proceeds from Preservation 2000 bonds, the
former Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund, the former Water Management Lands Trust Fund, Environmentally Endangered
Lands Program, and the Save Our Coast Program and titled to the board of trustees which are identified as core parcels or within
original project boundaries are deemed to have been acquired for conservation purposes.

(3) For any lands purchased by the state on or after July 1,1999, before acquisition, the board of trustees must determine which
parcels must be designated as having been acquired for conservation purposes. Lands acquired for use by the Department of
Corrections; the Department of Management Services for use as state offices; the Department of Transportation, except those lands
specifically managed for conservation or recreation purposes; the State University System; or the Florida College System may not be
designated as having been acquired for conservation purposes.

(4) At least every 10 years, as a component of each land management plan or land use plan and in a form and manner adopted by
rule of the board of trustees, each manager shall evaluate and indicate to the board of trustees those lands that are not being used for
the purpose for which they were originally leased. For conservation lands, the Acquisition and Restoration Council shall review and
recommend to the board of trustees whether such lands should be retained in public ownership or disposed of by the board of
trustees. For nonconservation lands, the Division of State Lands shall review and recommend to the board of trustees whether such
lands should be retained in public ownership or disposed of by the board of trustees.

(5) Conservation lands owned by the board of trustees which are not actively managed by any state agency or for which a land
management plan has not been completed pursuant to s. 253.034(5) must be reviewed by the Acquisition and Restoration Council for
its recommendation as to whether such lands should be disposed of by the board of trustees.

(6) Before any decision by the board of trustees to surplus conservation lands, the Acquisition and Restoration Council shall review
and make recommendations to the board of trustees concerning the request for surplusing. The council shall determine whether the
request for surplusing is compatible with the resource values of and management objectives for such lands.

(7) Before a building or parcel of land is offered for lease or sale to a local or federal unit of government or a private party, it must first
be offered for lease to state agencies. Within 60 days after the offer for lease of a surplus building or parcel, a state agency that requests
the lease of such facility or parcel must submit a plan for review and approval by the board of trustees regarding the intended use. The
state agency plan must, at a minimum, include the proposed use of the facility or parcel, the estimated cost of renovation, a capital
improvement plan for the building, evidence that the building or parcel meets an existing need that cannot otherwise be met, and
other criteria developed by rule by the board of trustees. The board or its designee shall compare the estimated value of the building or
parcel to any submitted business plan to determine if the lease or sale is in the best interest of the state. The board of trustees shall
adopt rules pursuant to chapter 120 for the implementation of this section.

(8) The sale price of lands determined to be surplus pursuant to this section and s. 253.82 shall be determined by the Division of
State Lands, which shall consider an appraisal of the property or, if the estimated value of the land is $500,000 or less, a comparable
sales analysis or a broker's opinion of value. The value must be based on the highest and best use of the property, considering all
applicable development rights, to ensure the maximum benefit and use to the state as provided in s. 253.03(7)(a). The division may
require a second appraisal. The individual or entity that requests to purchase the surplus parcel shall pay all costs associated with
determining the property’s value, if any. As used in this subsection, the term “highest and best use” means the reasonable, probable,
and legal use of vacant land or an improved property which is physically possible, appropriately supported, financially feasible, and
results in the highest value.

(@) A written valuation of land determined to be surplus pursuant to this section and s. 253.82, and related documents used to form
the valuation or which pertain to the valuation, are confidential and exempt from s.119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution.
1. The exemption expires 2 weeks before the contract or agreement regarding the purchase, exchange, or disposal of the surplus

land is first considered for approval by the board of trustees.

2. Before expiration of the exemption, the Division of State Lands may disclose confidential and exempt appraisals, valuations, or
valuation information regarding surplus land:

a. During negotiations for the sale or exchange of the land;

b. During the marketing effort or bidding process associated with the sale, disposal, or exchange of the land to facilitate closure of
such effort or process;

c. When the passage of time has made the conclusions of value invalid; or

d. When negotiations or marketing efforts concerning the land are concluded.

(b) A unit of government that acquires title to lands pursuant to this section for less than appraised value may not sell or transfer
title to all or any portion of the lands to any private owner for 10 years. A unit of government seeking to transfer or sell lands pursuant to
this paragraph must first allow the board of trustees to reacquire such lands for the price at which the board of trustees sold such
lands.

(9) Parcels with a market value over $500,000 must be initially offered for sale by competitive bid. Any parcels unsuccessfully offered
for sale by competitive bid, and parcels with a market value of $500,000 or less, may be sold by any reasonable means, including
procuring real estate services, open or exclusive listings, competitive bid, auction, negotiated direct sales, or other appropriate services,
to facilitate the sale.

(10) After reviewing the recommendations of the Acquisition and Restoration Council, the board of trustees shall determine
whether conservation lands identified for surplus should be held for other public purposes or are no longer needed. The board of
trustees may require an agency to release its interest in such lands. An entity approved to use conservation lands by the board of
trustees must secure the property under a fully executed lease within 90 days after being notified that it may use such property or the
request is voidable.

(1) Requests to surplus lands may be made by any public or private entity or person and shall be determined by the board of
trustees. All requests to surplus conservation lands shall be submitted to the lead managing agency for review and recommendation to
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the Acquisition and Restoration Council, and all requests to surplus nonconservation lands shall be submitted to the Division of State
Lands for review and recommendation to the board of trustees. The lead managing agencies shall review such requests and make
recommendations to the council within 90 days after receipt of the requests. Any requests to surplus conservation lands that are not
acted upon within the 90-day period shall be immediately scheduled for hearing at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the
council. Requests to surplus lands shall be considered by the board of trustees within 60 days after receipt of the requests from the
council or division. Requests to surplus lands pursuant to this subsection are not required to be offered to state agencies as provided in
subsection (7).

(12) Proceeds from the sale of surplus conservation lands purchased before July 1, 2015, shall be deposited into the Florida Forever
Trust Fund.

(13) Proceeds from the sale of surplus conservation lands purchased on or after July 1, 2015, shall be deposited into the Land
Acquisition Trust Fund, except when such lands were purchased with funds other than those from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund or a
land acquisition trust fund created to implement s. 28, Art. X of the State Constitution, the proceeds shall be deposited into the fund
fromm which the lands were purchased.

(14)(a) Funds received from the sale of surplus nonconservation lands or lands that were acquired by gift, by donation, or for no
consideration shall be deposited into the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(b)  Notwithstanding paragraph (a), funds received from the sale of surplus state-owned office buildings, as defined in s. 255.248, and
the nonconservation lands associated with such buildings shall be deposited into the Architects Incidental Trust Fund, as established
pursuant to s. 215.196.

(15)  Notwithstanding this section, such disposition of land may not be made if it would have the effect of causing all or any portion
of the interest on any revenue bonds issued to lose the exclusion from gross income for federal income tax purposes.

(16) The sale of filled, formerly submerged land that does not exceed 5 acres in area is not subject to review by the Acquisition and
Restoration Council.

(17)  The board of trustees may adopt rules to administer this section, including procedures for administering surplus land requests
and criteria for when the Division of State Lands may approve requests to surplus nonconservation lands on behalf of the board of
trustees.

(18)  Surplus lands that are conveyed to a local government for affordable housing shall be disposed of by the local government
under s.125.379 or s. 166.0451.

(19)  Notwithstanding any other law or rule, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may surplus lands acquired
pursuant to s. 366.20 which are determined to be suitable for bona fide agricultural production, as defined in s.193.461. The Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall consult with the Department of Environmental Protection in the process of making such
determination. In the event that lands acquired pursuant to s. 366.20 which are determined to be suitable for bona fide agricultural
production are surplused, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services must retain rural-lands-protection easements
pursuant to s. 570.71(3), and all proceeds must be deposited into the Incidental Trust Fund within the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services for less than fee simple land acquisition pursuant to ss. 570.71 and 570.715. By January 1, 2026, and each January 1
thereafter, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall provide a report of lands surplused pursuant to this subsection
to the board.

(@) Anylands designated as a state forest, state park, or wildlife management area are ineligible to be surplused pursuant to this
subsection.

(b) This subsection is retroactive to January 1, 2009.

History.—s. 3, ch. 2003-394; s. 10, ch. 2006-69; s. 7, ch. 2007-198; s. 6, ch. 2008-229; s. 9, ch. 2016-233; 5. 2, ch. 2020-20; s. 15, ch. 2021-51; 5. 24, ch. 2023-17; 5. 4, ch. 2025-
22.

[MNote.—Section 43, ch. 2023-17, provides:

“(1) The Department of Revenue is authorized, and all conditions are deemed met, to adopt emergency rules under s. 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, for the purpose
of implementing provisions related to the Live Local Program created by this act. Notwithstanding any other law, emergency rules adopted under this section are
effective for 6 months after adoption and may be renewed during the pendency of procedures to adopt permanent rules addressing the subject of the emergency
rules.

“(2) This section expires July 1,2026."

253.0345 Special events; submerged land leases.—

(1) The trustees may issue leases or letters of consent to riparian landowners, special event promoters, and boat show owners to
allow the installation of temporary structures, including docks, moorings, pilings, and access walkways, on sovereign submerged lands
solely for the purpose of facilitating boat shows and displays in, or adjacent to, established marinas or government-owned upland
property. Riparian owners of adjacent uplands who are not seeking a lease or letter of consent shall be notified by certified mail of any
request for such a lease or letter of consent before approval by the trustees. The trustees shall balance the interests of any objecting
riparian owners with the economic interests of the public and the state as a factor in determining whether a lease or letter of consent
should be executed over the objection of adjacent riparian owners. This section does not apply to structures for viewing motorboat
racing, high-speed motorboat contests, or high-speed displays in waters where manatees are known to frequent.

(2) Alease or letter of consent for a special event under subsection (1):

(@) Shall be for a period not to exceed 45 days and a duration not to exceed 10 consecutive years.

(b)  Shall include a lease fee, if applicable, based solely on the period and actual size of the preemption and conditions to allow
reconfiguration of temporary structures within the lease area with notice to the department of the configuration and size of
preemption within the lease area.

(c) The lease or letter of consent may contain appropriate requirements for removal of the temporary structures, including the
posting of sufficient surety to guarantee appropriate funds for removal of the structures should the promoter or riparian owner fail to
do so within the time specified in the agreement.

(3) This section does not allow any lease or letter of consent that would result in harm to the natural resources of the area as a result
of the structures or the activities of the special events agreed to.

History.—s. 1, ch. 98-339; s. 5, ch. 2013-92.

253.0346 Lease of sovereignty submerged lands for marinas, boatyards, mooring fields, and marine manufacturers and
retailers.—

(1) For purposes of this section, the term “first-come, first-served basis” means the facility operates on state-owned submerged land
for which:

(@) Thereis not a club membership, stock ownership, equity interest, or other qualifying requirement.

(b) Rental terms do not exceed 12 months and do not include automatic renewal rights or conditions.

(2) For marinas that are open to the public on a first-come, first-served basis and for which at least 90 percent of the slips are open
for rent to the public, a discount of 30 percent on the annual lease fee shall apply if dockage rate sheet publications and dockage
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advertising clearly state that slips are open for rent to the public on a first-come, first-served basis.

(3) For afacility designated by the department as a Clean Marina, Clean Boatyard, Clean Marine Manufacturer, or Clean Marine
Retailer under the Clean Marina Program:

(@) Adiscount of 10 percent on the annual lease fee shall apply if the facility:

1. Actively maintains designation under the program.

2. Complies with the terms of the lease.

3. Does not change use during the term of the lease.

(b) Extended-term lease surcharges shall be waived if the facility:

1. Actively maintains designation under the program.

2. Complies with the terms of the lease.

3. Does not change use during the term of the lease.

4. s available to the public on a first-come, first-served basis.

(c) Ifthe facility is in arrears on lease fees or fails to comply with paragraph (b), the facility is not eligible for the discount or waiver
under this subsection until arrears have been paid and compliance with the program has been met.

(4) Notwithstanding any other law, all of the following conditions apply for approved and permitted moorings or mooring fields in
Monroe County:

(@) The general tenancy on a mooring may exceed 12 months, if requested, but may not exceed 10 years.

(b) A sovereign submerged land or other proprietary lease may not prohibit a vessel from an approved and permitted mooring or
mooring field or limit the tenancy of a vessel because an individual has established it as his or her domicile in accordance with s. 22217
or because the vessel is an individual's primary residence.

(5) This section applies to new leases or amendments to leases effective after July 1, 2013.

History.—s. 6, ch. 2013-92; 5.1, ch. 2022-78; s. 1, ch. 2025-41.

253.0347 Lease of sovereignty submerged lands for private residential docks and piers.—

(1) The maximum initial term of a standard lease of sovereignty submerged lands for a private residential single-family dock or pier,
private residential multifamily dock or pier, or private residential multislip dock is 10 years. A lease is renewable for successive terms of
up to 10 years if the parties agree and the lessee complies with all terms of the lease and all applicable laws and rules.

(2)(a) A standard lease contract for sovereignty submerged lands for a private residential single-family dock or pier, private
residential multifamily dock or pier, or private residential multislip dock must specify the amount of lease fees as established by the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(b) If private residential multifamily docks or piers, private residential multislip docks, and other private residential structures
pertaining to the same upland parcel include a total of no more than one wet slip for each approved upland residential unit, the lessee
is not required to pay a lease fee on a preempted area of 10 square feet or less of sovereignty submerged lands for each linear foot of
shoreline in which the lessee has a sufficient upland interest as determined by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust
Fund.

(c) Alessee of sovereignty submerged lands for a private residential single-family dock or pier, private residential multifamily dock
or pier, or private residential multislip dock is not required to pay a lease fee on revenue derived from the transfer of fee simple or
beneficial ownership of private residential property that is entitled to a homestead exemption pursuant to s. 196.031 at the time of
transfer.

(d) Alessee of sovereignty submerged lands for a private residential single-family dock or pier, private residential multifamily dock
or pier, or private residential multislip dock must pay a lease fee on any income derived from a wet slip, dock, or pier in the preempted
area under lease in an amount determined by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(e) A lessee of sovereignty submerged lands for a private residential single-family dock designed to moor up to four boats is not
required to pay lease fees for a preempted area equal to or less than 10 times the riparian shoreline along sovereignty submerged land
on the affected water body or the square footage authorized for a private residential single-family dock under rules adopted by the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund for the management of sovereignty submerged lands, whichever is greater.

(f) Alessee of sovereignty submerged lands for a private residential multifamily dock designed to moor boats up to the number of
units within the multifamily development is not required to pay lease fees for a preempted area equal to or less than 10 times the
riparian shoreline along sovereignty submerged land on the affected water body times the number of units with docks in the private
multifamily development. Private residential multifamily docks grandfathered-in to use sovereignty submerged lands by January 1,
1998, pursuant to former rule 18-21.00405, Florida Administrative Code, as it existed in rule on March 15, 1990, may moor a number of
boats that exceeds the number of units within the private multifamily development as previously authorized under such rule.

(3) The Department of Environmental Protection shall inspect each private residential single-family dock or pier, private residential
multifamily dock or pier, private residential multislip dock, or other private residential structure under lease at least once every 10 years
to determine compliance with the terms and conditions of the lease.

(4) This section does not prohibit the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund or the Department of
Environmental Protection from imposing additional application fees, regulatory permitting fees, or other lease requirements as
otherwise authorized by law.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2012-202; s. 7, ch. 2013-92; s. 1, ch. 2017-163.

253.035 Coastal anchorage areas.—On or after January 1,1993, if an anchorage area at a deepwater port has been formally
designated by the United States Coast Guard, it shall be unlawful for commercial vessels waiting to enter the port to anchor outside the
anchorage area.

History.—s. 2, ch. 90-54.

253.036 Forest management.—All land management plans described in s. 253.034(5) which are prepared for parcels larger than
1,000 acres shall contain an analysis of the multiple-use potential of the parcel, which analysis shall include the potential of the parcel to
generate revenues to enhance the management of the parcel. The lead agency shall prepare the analysis, which shall contain a
component or section prepared by a qualified professional forester which assesses the feasibility of managing timber resources on the
parcel for resource conservation and revenue generation purposes through a stewardship ethic that embraces sustainable forest
management practices if the lead management agency determines that the timber resource management is not in conflict with the
primary management objectives of the parcel. For purposes of this section, practicing sustainable forest management means meeting
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs by practicing a land
stewardship ethic which integrates the reforestation, managing, growing, nurturing, and harvesting of trees for useful products with
the conservation of soil, air and water quality, wildlife and fish habitat, and aesthetics. The Legislature intends that each lead
management agency, whenever practicable and cost effective, use the services of the Florida Forest Service of the Florida Department
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of Agriculture and Consumer Services or other qualified private sector professional forester in completing such feasibility assessments
and implementing timber resource management. The Legislature further intends that the lead management agency develop a
memorandum of agreement with the Florida Forest Service to provide for full reimbursement for any services provided for the
feasibility assessments or timber resource management. All additional revenues generated through multiple-use management or
compatible secondary use management shall be returned to the lead agency responsible for such management and shall be used to
pay for management activities on all conservation, preservation, and recreation lands under the agency’s jurisdiction. In addition, such
revenue shall be segregated in an agency trust fund and shall remain available to the agency in subsequent fiscal years to support land
management appropriations.

History.—s. 1, ch. 98-332; s. 3, ch. 2012-7.

253.037 Use of state-owned land for correctional facilities.—

(1) The Department of Environmental Protection shall review, identify, and secure state-owned lands which may be used for
correctional facilities subject to determination by the Department of Corrections of where sites are needed and their appropriateness
for use as prisons or other correctional facilities.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 253.025, the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may purchase federal
surplus lands for use as sites for correctional facilities, using federal land purchasing procedures, regulations, and requirements.

History.—s. 30, ch. 83-131; s. 69, ch. 94-356; s. 141, ch. 2001-266.

253.04 Duty of board to protect, etc., state lands; state may join in any action brought.—

(1) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may police; protect; conserve; improve; and prevent trespass,
damage, or depredation upon the lands and the products thereof, on or under the same, owned by the state as set forth in s. 253.03.
The board may bring in the name of the board all suits in ejectment, suits for damage, and suits in trespass which in the judgment of
the board may be necessary to the full protection and conservation of such lands, or it may take such other action or do such other
things as may in its judgment be necessary for the full protection and conservation of such lands; and the state may join with the board
in any action or suit, or take part in any proceeding, when it may deem necessary, in the name of this state through the Department of
Legal Affairs.

(2) Inlieu of seeking monetary damages pursuant to subsection (1) against any person or the agent of any person who has been
found to have willfully damaged lands of the state, the ownership or boundaries of which have been established by the state, to have
willfully damaged or removed products thereof in violation of state or federal law, to have knowingly refused to comply with or willfully
violated the provisions of this chapter, or to have failed to comply with an order of the board to remove or alter any structure or vessel
that is not in compliance with applicable rules or with conditions of authorization to locate such a structure or vessel on state-owned
land, the board may impose a fine for each offense in an amount up to $10,000 to be fixed by rule and imposed and collected by the
board in accordance with the provisions of chapter 120. Each day during any portion of which such violation occurs constitutes a
separate offense. This subsection does not apply to any act or omission which is currently subject to litigation wherein the state or any
agency of the state is a party as of October 1,1984, or to any person who holds such lands under color of title. Nothing contained herein
impairs the rights of any person to obtain a judicial determination in a court of competent jurisdiction of such person’s interest in lands
that are the subject of a claim or proceeding by the department under this subsection.

(3)(a) The duty to conserve and improve state-owned lands and the products thereof includes the preservation and regeneration of
seagrass, which is deemed essential to the oceans, gulfs, estuaries, and shorelines of the state. A person operating a vessel outside a
lawfully marked channel in a careless manner that causes seagrass scarring within an aguatic preserve established in ss. 258.39-
258.3991, with the exception of the Lake Jackson, Oklawaha River, Wekiva River, and Rainbow Springs agquatic preserves, commits a
noncriminal infraction, punishable as provided in s. 327.73. Each violation is a separate offense. As used in this subsection, the term:

1. “Seagrass” means Cuban shoal grass (Halodule wrightii), turtle grass (Thalassia testudinum), manatee grass (Syringodium
filiforme), star grass (Halophila engelmannii), paddle grass (Halophila decipiens), Johnson's seagrass (Halophila johnsonii), or widgeon
grass (Ruppia maritima).

2. “Seagrass scarring” means destruction of seagrass roots, shoots, or stems that results in tracks on the substrate commonly
referred to as prop scars or propeller scars caused by the operation of a motorized vessel in waters supporting seagrasses.

(b) Any violation under paragraph (a) is a violation of the vessel laws of this state and shall be charged on a uniform boating citation
as provided in s. 327.74. Any person who refuses to post a bond or accept and sign a uniform boating citation commits a misdemeanor
of the second degree, as provided in s. 327.73(3), punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(4) Whenever any person or the agent of any person knowingly refuses to comply with or willfully violates any of the provisions of
this chapter so that such person causes damage to the lands of the state or products thereof, including removal of those products,
such violator is liable for such damage. Whenever two or more persons or their agents cause damage, and if such damage is indivisible,
each violator is jointly and severally liable for such damage; however, if such damage is divisible and may be attributed to a particular
violator or violators, each violator is liable only for that damage and subject to the fine attributable to his or her violation.

(5) If a person or the person’s agent as described in subsection (2) fails to comply with an order of the board to remove or alter a
structure on state-owned land, the board may alter or remove the structure and recover the cost of the removal or alteration from such
person.

(6) Allfines imposed and damages awarded pursuant to this section are a lien upon the real and personal property of the violator or
violators, enforceable by the Department of Environmental Protection as are statutory liens under chapter 85.

(7)  All moneys collected pursuant to fines imposed or damages awarded pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund created by s. 253.01 and used for the purposes defined in that section.

History.—s. 2, ch. 15642, 1931; CGL 1936 Supp. 1446(14); s. 11, ch. 25035, 1949; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 11, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 11, ch. 84-79; 5. 2, ch. 89-174; 5. 10, ch. 89-175; s. 2,
ch. 91-175; 5. 15, ch. 91-286; s. 70, ch. 94-356; s. 844, ch. 95-148; ss. 3, 59, ch. 2009-86; s. 1, ch. 2024-180.

253.05 Prosecuting officers to assist in protecting state lands.—State attorneys, other prosecuting officers of the state or county,
wildlife officers of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, conservation officers, together with the Secretary of Environmental
Protection, and county sheriffs and their deputies shall see that the lands owned by the state, as described in ss. 253.01 and 253.03, shall
not be the object of damage, trespass, depredation, or unlawful use by any person. The said officers and their deputies shall, upon
information that unlawful use is being made of state lands, report the same, together with the information in their possession relating
thereto, to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and shall cooperate with the said board in carrying out the
purposes of ss. 253.01-253.04 and this section. State attorneys and other prosecuting officers of the state or any county, upon request of
the Governor or Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, shall institute and maintain such legal proceedings as may
be necessary to carry out the purpose of said sections.

History.—s. 3, ch. 15642, 1931; CGL 1936 Supp. 1446(15); s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 70-117; 5. 71, ch. 94-356; 5. 72, ch. 99-245,
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253.111 Riparian owners of land.—

(1) If ariparian owner exists with respect to any land to be sold by the board of trustees, such riparian owner shall have a right to
secure such land, provided that such riparian owner shall be required to pay for such land upon such prices, terms, and conditions as
determined by the board of trustees. Such riparian owner may waive this right.

2) This section does not apply to:

a) Any land exchange approved by the board of trustees;

b) The conveyance of any lands located within the Everglades Agricultural Area; or
c) Lands managed pursuant to ss. 253.781-253.785.

History.—s. 1, ch. 65-324; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 79-83; s. 4, ch. 83-223; 5. 3, ch. 89-174; s. 4, ch. 91-80; s. 4, ch. 92-109; s. 3, ch. 2001-275; s. 7, ch. 2008-229; s. 10, ch.
2016-233.

(
(
(
(

253.115 Public notice and hearings.—

(1)  After receiving an application in compliance with such forms as may be required by this chapter requesting the board to sell,
exchange, lease, or grant an easement on, over, under, above, or across any land to which it holds title, the board must provide notice of
the application. The notice shall include the name and address of the applicant; a brief description of the proposed activity and any
mitigation; the location of the proposed activity, including whether it is located within an Outstanding Florida Water or aquatic
preserve; a map identifying the location of the proposed activity subject to the application; a diagram of the limits of the proposed
activity; and a name or number identifying the application and the office where the application can be inspected, and any other
information required by rule. A copy of this notice shall be sent to those persons who have requested to be on a mailing list and to each
owner of land lying within 500 feet of the land proposed to be leased, sold, exchanged, or subject to an easement, addressed to such
owner as the owner’s name and address appears on the latest county tax assessment roll.

(2) The board of trustees, the department, or a water management district, as is appropriate, shall consider comments and
objections received in response to the public notice required by this section in reaching its decision to approve or deny use of board of
trustees-owned lands for a proposed activity. In the event that substantive objections are raised, the department or water
management district may hold an informal public hearing in the county in which the proposed activity lies. If the board of trustees, the
department, or a water management district, as is appropriate, determines that the sale, lease, exchange, or granting of an easement is
not contrary to the public interest, or is in the public interest when required by law, it may approve the proposed activity. The sale of
sovereignty submerged lands shall require a determination that the proposed sale is in the public interest.

(3) The board may also publish, or require an applicant to publish, in a newspaper of general circulation within the affected area, a
notice of receipt of the application and a notice of intended agency action. The board shall also provide notice of intended agency
action to the applicant and to those who have requested a copy of the intended agency action for that application.

(4) Failure to provide the notice as set out in subsections (1) and (3) shall not invalidate the sale, exchange, lease, or easement.

5) The notice and publication requirements of this section do not apply to:

a) The release of any reservations contained in Murphy Act deeds or deeds of the board of trustees;

b) Any conveyance of land lying landward of the line of mean high water, which land does not exceed 5 acres in area;
c) Any lands covered by the provisions of ss. 253.12(6), (9), and (10), and 253.129;

d) The lease or easement for any land when the land is being leased to a state agency;
e) Sovereignty land easements for existing activities completed prior to March 27,1982;
f)  The conversion of existing marina licenses to sovereignty land leases;

g) Sovereignty land leases for registered and existing unregistered grandfathered facilities;
h) The conveyance of lands pursuant to the provisions of former s. 373.4592(4)(b);
i)
j)  Lands managed pursuant to ss. 253.781-253.785.
6) The board may establish alternative notice requirements to those in subsections (1) and (3), including a waiver of notice, if
adopted by rule for proposed activities under this section which also qualify for a general permit pursuant to chapter 373. Such
alternative notice requirements shall take into account the nature and scope of the proposed activities and the effect on other persons.
(7) Inthe disposition of parcels of state-owned uplands, the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may procure
real estate sales services, including open listings, exclusive listings, or auction or other appropriate services, to facilitate the sale of such
lands.
History.—s. 1, ch. 74-26; s. 1, ch. 77-130; s. 23, ch. 78-95; s. 3, ch. 82-152; s. 5, ch. 83-223; s. 66, ch. 86-186; s. 4, ch. 88-387; s. 4, ch. 89-174; s. 5, ch. 91-80; s. 491, ch. 94-356; s.
845, ch. 95-148; s. 39, ch. 2001-61; s. 4, ch. 2001-275.

i) Renewals, modifications, or assignments; or
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253.12 Title to tidal lands vested in state.—

(1) Except submerged lands heretofore conveyed by deed or statute, the title to all sovereignty tidal and submerged bottom lands,
including all islands, sandbars, shallow banks, and small islands made by the process of dredging any channel by the United States
Government and similar or other islands, sandbars, and shallow banks located in the navigable waters, and including all coastal and
intracoastal waters of the state and all submerged lands owned by the state by right of its sovereignty in navigable freshwater lakes,
rivers, and streams, is vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. For purposes of fixing bulkhead lines,
restrictions on filling land and dredging beyond bulkhead lines, and permits required for filling and dredging, the board shall exercise
the same authority over submerged lands owned by the state by right of its sovereignty in navigable freshwater lakes, rivers, and
streams as it does over submerged lands otherwise defined in this subsection.

(2)(a) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may sell and convey such islands and submerged lands if
determined by the board to be in the public interest, upon such prices, terms, and conditions as it sees fit. However, prior to
consummating any such sale, the board shall determine to what extent the sale of such islands or submerged lands and their
ownership by private persons or the conveyance of such islands or submerged lands to political subdivisions or public agencies would
interfere with the conservation of fish, marine and other wildlife, or other natural resources, including beaches and shores, and would
result in destruction of oyster beds, clam beds, or marine productivity, including, but not limited to, destruction of marine habitats,
grass flats suitable as nursery or feeding grounds for marine life, and established marine soils suitable for producing plant growth of a
type useful as nursery or feeding grounds for marine life, and if so, in what respect and to what extent, and it shall consider any other
factors affecting the public interests.

(b) In addition to the requirements in paragraph (a), the board shall not sell or convey any interest in such islands and submerged
lands to any applicant who does not, at the time of making application for purchase or conveyance, also have before the board:

1. An application for the establishment of a bulkhead line, in the event no bulkhead line is established for the lands subject to the
application; and

2. An application for approval of a fill permit issued in accordance with the provisions of this chapter; and
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3. A permit or application for a permit to dredge fill material from beneath the navigable waters of the state, in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter, in the event the applicant intends to secure such fill material. However, such islands or submerged lands may
be sold or conveyed to an applicant who does not have such an application for a permit to dredge or fill lands before the board, upon
the condition that the sale or conveyance to such an applicant shall contain a restrictive covenant prohibiting dredging, except for
navigation purposes, or filling of such islands or submerged lands. The board shall reserve the authority to waive such restrictive
covenant when such waiver is in the public interest, pursuant to such terms and conditions as the board may impose.

(3) After receiving application in compliance with such forms as may be required to show clearly what is intended to be
accomplished in any proposed development of said lands and the manner in which said development will be accomplished, and after
making the determination required by paragraph (2)(a), the board shall give notice as provided by s. 253.115.

(4) If objections are filed, the board shall proceed to determine the merits of the objections. The report required by subsection (7)
shall be made part of the record and duly considered at any hearing. If it appears that the sale of such islands and submerged lands
and their ownership by private persons or the conveyance of such islands or submerged lands to political subdivisions or public
agencies would:

(@) Be contrary to the public interest;

(b) Interfere with the lawful rights granted riparian owners;

(c) Be, orresultin, aserious impediment to navigation;

(d) Interfere with the conservation of fish, marine and other wildlife, or other natural resources, including beaches and shores, to
such an extent as to be contrary to the public interest; or

(e) Resultin the destruction of oyster beds, clam beds, or marine productivity, including, but not limited to, destruction of natural
marine habitats, grass flats suitable as nursery or feeding grounds for marine life, and established marine soils suitable for producing
plant growth of a type useful as nursery or feeding grounds for marine life to such an extent as to be contrary to the public interest,

the board shall withdraw the lands from sale. Prior to making the determinations above required, the board may consider any other
factors affecting the public interest. Anything in this section to the contrary notwithstanding, lands defined herein lying between the
ordinary mean high-water line and any bulkhead line established hereunder shall be sold only to the upland riparian owner and to no
other person, firm, or corporation; and such sale to the upland riparian owner shall be made pursuant to the provisions herein.

(5)(a) When any state agency or county, city, or other political subdivision extends or adds to existing lands or islands bordering on
or being in the navigable waters, as defined in this section, of the state by filling in or causing to be filled in or by draining or causing to
be drained such waters, the board may, upon application therefor, convey to the riparian owner or owners of the upland so extended or
added to so much of such extended or added land as is not required exclusively for a municipal, county, state, or other public purpose.
The board may, however, require a deposit to accompany such application of a sum sufficient to cover the actual cost and expenses of
processing such application and preparing instruments of conveyance.

(b) Neither this subsection nor any other provision of this chapter shall be construed to permit any state agency or county, city, or
other political subdivision to construct islands or extend or add to existing lands or islands bordering on or being in the navigable
waters as defined herein or drain such waters for a municipal, county, state, or other public purpose unless such agency is the riparian
upland owner or holds the consent in writing of the riparian upland owner consenting to such construction or extension or drainage
operation. For the purposes of this subsection, “riparian upland owners” shall be defined as those persons owning upland property
abutting those portions of the waters to be filled or drained, which are within 1,000 feet outboard of said riparian upland, but not more
than one-half the distance to the opposite upland, if any, and within the extensions of the side boundary lines thereof, when said side
boundary lines are extended in the direction of the channel along an alignment which would be required to distribute equitably the
submerged land between the upland and the channel. However, nothing herein shall be construed to deny or limit any state agency or
county, city, or other political subdivision from exercising the right of eminent domain to the extent and for the purposes authorized by
law in connection with such construction, extension, or drainage projects; and nothing herein shall be construed to have application in
those instances when the board is authorized by law to establish an erosion control line to implement an authorized beach
nourishment, replenishment, or erosion-control project, or for the placement of sand dredged from navigation channels on beaches
fronting the waters of the Atlantic Ocean or the Gulf of America, provided such sand is not placed landward of existing lines of
vegetation.

(6) Where any person, state agency, county, city, or other political subdivision prior to June 11,1957, extended or added to existing
lands or islands bordering on or being in the navigable waters as defined in this section by filling in or causing to be filled in such lands,
the board shall upon application therefor convey said land so filled to the riparian owner or owners of the upland so extended or added
to. The consideration for such conveyance shall be the appraised value of said lands as they existed prior to such filling.

(7)(@) In order to assist it in making the determination required by paragraph (2)(a), the board shall require that a biological survey
and an ecological study of the lands or interests therein proposed to be sold or conveyed pursuant to any particular application be
made, and, when determined by the Department of Environmental Protection to be necessary, that a hydrographic survey be made. All
such surveys and studies shall be made by or under the direction of the Department of Environmental Protection, which shall make a
report of all such surveys and studies to the board together with its recommendations. The board may adopt regulations requiring that
the cost of making any such survey and report be paid by the applicant for purchase of such lands, requiring a deposit by the applicant
sufficient to ensure such payment, and providing procedures to be followed in applying for and obtaining such survey and report.

(b) If, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (2)(b), the surveys and study required by paragraph (a) have already been
made, the provisions of this section shall not operate to require an applicant to pay for any additional surveys or studies within 3 years
prior to the issuance of such permit.

(8) All conveyances of sovereignty lands or fill material therein heretofore made by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund of Florida subsequent to the enactment of chapter 6451, Acts of 1913, chapter 7304, Acts of 1917, and chapter
57-362, as amended, are hereby ratified, confirmed, and validated in all respects.

M(9) All of the state’s right, title, and interest to all tidally influenced land or tidally influenced islands bordering or being on
sovereignty land, which have been permanently extended, filled, added to existing lands, or created before July 1, 1975, by fill, and might
be owned by the state, is hereby granted to the landowner having record or other title to all or a portion thereof or to the lands
immediately upland thereof and its successors in interest. Thereafter, such lands shall be considered private property, and the state, its
political subdivisions, agencies, and all persons claiming by, through, or under any of them, shall be barred from asserting that any such
lands are publicly owned sovereignty lands. The foregoing provisions shall act to transfer title only to so much of such extended or
added land as was permanently exposed, extended, or added to before July 1, 1975. A showing of dates by which certain lands were
filled or added to may be made by aerial photograph or other reasonable method. Upon request of the landowner and submission of a
proposed legal description and aerial photographs or other evidence accompanied by a fee set by the board reflecting the actual
administrative cost of processing, the board shall provide an appropriate legal description of the waterward boundary line as of July 1,
1975, in a recordable document. The Legislature specifically finds and declares these grants to be in the public interest. The boundary
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between state-owned sovereignty lands and privately owned uplands is ambulatory and will move as a result of nonavulsive changes.
This subsection shall not grant or vest title to any filled, formerly submerged state-owned lands in any person who, as of January 1,1993,
is the record titleholder of the filled or adjacent upland property and who filled or caused to be filled the state-owned lands.

M(10) Subsection (9) shall not operate to affect the title to lands which have been judicially adjudicated or which were the subject of
litigation pending on January 1, 1993, involving title to such lands. Further, the provisions of subsection (9) shall not apply to spoil islands
nor to any lands which are included on an official acquisition list, on July 1,1993, of a state agency or water management district for
conservation, preservation, or recreation, nor to lands maintained as state or local recreation areas or shore protection structures.

History.—s. 1, ch. 7304, 1917; RGS 1061; CGL 1397; ss. 1, 2, ch. 26776, 1951; 5.1, ch. 57-362; 5. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 1, ch. 67-393; ss. 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 69-308; s. 1, ch. 70-
81;s.1,ch. 70-97; 5.1, ch. 70-147; s. 1, ch. 70-439; s. 1, ch. 72-214; s. 23, ch. 78-95; s. 4, ch. 82-144; 5. 122, ch. 83-217; s. 2, ch. 91-221; s. 81, ch. 93-206; ss. 72, 492, ch. 94-356; s. 34,
ch.2025-8.

[MNote.—Section 82, ch. 93-206, provides that “[t]he conveyance of property under this act is intended to be complete and effective without reference to or
compliance with other statutory provisions. The various statutory provisions dealing with or setting preconditions or procedures for the conveyance of state-owned

property and sovereignty lands shall not apply to conveyance made pursuant to this section.”

253.121 Conveyances of such lands heretofore made, ratified, confirmed, and validated.—All conveyances of sovereignty lands
heretofore made by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund subsequent to the enactment of chapters 6451
(June 5,1913), 6960 (June 2,1915), and 7304 (May 21, 1917), Acts of 1913, 1915, and 1917, respectively, where advertisement therefor was
published in the county of sale but not in the county seat, are hereby ratified, confirmed, and validated in all respects, including all
defects subject to ratification, confirmance, and validation by the Legislature. Said conveyances shall be deemed valid notwithstanding
defects in the publication of newspaper notices and the publication of such newspaper notices in newspapers not published at the
county seat of the county in which the lands are located.

History.—s. 1, ch. 29763, 1955; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.1221 Bulkhead lines; reestablishment.—All bulkhead lines heretofore established pursuant to former s. 253122 are hereby
established at the line of mean high water or ordinary high water. There shall be no filling waterward of the line of mean high water or
ordinary high water except upon compliance with this chapter.

History.—s. 7, ch. 75-22.

253.1241 Studies.—The Department of Environmental Protection shall have a period of 90 days, after application therefor, in which
to make the studies and surveys required by s. 253.12. The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and others
required by those sections to obtain such studies and surveys shall request them within 30 days after the receipt of an application for
sale or for a dredge or fill permit, as the case may be.

History.—s. 6, ch. 67-393; ss. 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 69-337; s. 79, ch. 77-104; s. 3, ch. 82-27; s. 3, ch. 91-221; s. 73, ch. 94-356.

253.1252 Citation of rule.—In addition to any other provisions within this chapter or any rules promulgated hereunder, the
permitting agency shall, when requesting information for a permit application pursuant to this chapter or such rules promulgated
hereunder, cite a specific rule. If a request for information cannot be accompanied by a rule citation, failure to provide such information
cannot be grounds to deny a permit.

History.—s. 2, ch. 79-161.

253,126 Legislative intent.—The limitations and restrictions imposed by this chapter as amended by chapter 67-393, Laws of
Florida, upon the construction of islands or the extension or addition to existing lands or islands bordering on or being in the navigable
waters, as defined in s. 253.12, shall apply to the state, its agencies and all political subdivisions and governmental units. No other
general or special act shall operate to grant exceptions to this section unless this section is specifically repealed thereby. The provisions
of chapter 120 shall be accorded any person where substantial interests will be affected by an activity proposed to be conducted by
such agency pursuant to its certification and the department’s acceptance. If a proceeding is conducted pursuant to ss. 120.569 and
120.57, the department may intervene as a party. Should an administrative law judge of the Division of Administrative Hearings of the
Department of Management Services submit a recommended order pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57, the Department of
Environmental Protection shall issue a final department order adopting, rejecting, or modifying the recommended order pursuant to
such action.

History.—s. 6, ch. 57-362; ss. 8, 9, ch. 67-393; s. 75, ch. 71-355; s. 1, ch. 78-437; . 103, ch. 92-279; s. 55, ch. 92-326; s. 74, ch. 94-356; s. 58, ch. 96-410; s. 3, ch. 2019-5.

253.127 Enforcement.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, the board of county commissioners or
governing body of any municipality, or any aggrieved person, shall have the power to enforce the provisions of this law by appropriate
suit in equity.

History.—s. 7, ch. 57-362; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.128 Enforcement; board or agency under special law.—In any county where the Legislature by special law or general law with
local application has heretofore or hereafter transferred or delegated to any county board or agency other than the board of county
commissioners or the governing body of any municipality powers and duties over the establishment of bulkhead line or lines, dredging
permits, fill permits, seawall construction or any other powers of a like nature such agency shall have jurisdiction under this law in lieu
of the board of county commissioners or the governing body of any municipality as the case may be.

History.—s. 8, ch. 57-362.

253.1281 Review by board.—

(1)  All special acts granting exceptions to the provisions of this chapter relating to issuance of dredge or fill permits shall provide that
all action on applications for such permits shall be subject to approval of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund,
which shall have the power to reject such permits.

(2) Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary, any action after July 7,1970, on any application for a dredge or fill permit
pursuant to any special act heretofore or hereafter enacted shall be subject to approval of the board of trustees, which shall have the
power to reject such permit.

History.—s. 1, ch. 70-375.

253.129 Confirmation of title in upland owners.—The title to all lands heretofore filled or developed is herewith confirmed in the
upland owners and the trustees shall on request issue a disclaimer to each such owner.
History.—s. 9, ch. 57-362; s. 13, ch. 59-1.



253.135 Construction of ss. 253.12, 253.126, 253.127, 253.128, and 253.129.—

(1)  This law shall not be construed to be in conflict with any general or special law whereby the state has divested itself of title to
submerged land or has granted such title to another.

(2) The provisions of ss. 253.12, 253.126, 253.127, 253.128, and 253.129 shall not affect or apply to the construction of islands or the
extension or addition to existing lands or islands bordering on or being in the navigable waters as defined in s. 253.12 of the state which
was commenced or application for permit to fill which was filed with the United States Corps of Engineers prior to June 11,1957, as to
lands or bottoms lying between ordinary high-water mark and a bulkhead line heretofore established by any county, city, or other
political subdivision of the state by official action of its governing body.

History.—ss. 10, 11,12, ch. 57-362; s. 1, ch. 72-261; s. 79, ch. 77-104, 5. 18, ch. 83-216; s. 4, ch. 91-221.

Note.—Former s. 253.0013.

253.14 Rights of riparian owners; board of trustees to defend suit.—

(1) Itis expressly provided that nothing contained in this chapter shall be so construed as to deprive any private riparian owner from
bringing an injunction suit in equity against the sale provided for in s. 253.12 on the ground that the owner would be thereby deprived
of his or her riparian rights granted to him or her by law; provided, that such suit must be commenced within 30 days after the board of
trustees shall have overruled the objections of such owner to such proposed sale.

(2) Incase suit is brought by any private owner to enjoin such sale, it shall be in the discretion of the board of trustees to defend
such suit or to withdraw said lands from sale.

History.—ss. 3, 4, ch. 7304, 1917, RGS 1063; CGL 1393; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 139, ch. 95-148.

253.141 Riparian rights defined; certain submerged bottoms subject to private ownership.—

(1) Riparian rights are those incident to land bordering upon navigable waters. They are rights of ingress, egress, boating, bathing,
and fishing and such others as may be or have been defined by law. Such rights are not of a proprietary nature. They are rights inuring
to the owner of the riparian land but are not owned by him or her. They are appurtenant to and are inseparable from the riparian land.
The land to which the owner holds title must extend to the ordinary high watermark of the navigable water in order that riparian rights
may attach. Conveyance of title to or lease of the riparian land entitles the grantee to the riparian rights running therewith whether or
not mentioned in the deed or lease of the upland.

(2) Navigable waters in this state shall not be held to extend to any permanent or transient waters in the form of so-called lakes,
ponds, swamps or overflowed lands, lying over and upon areas which have heretofore been conveyed to private individuals by the
United States or by the state without reservation of public rights in and to said waters.

(3) The submerged lands of any nonmeandered lake shall be deemed subject to private ownership where the Board of Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of Florida conveyed the same more than 50 years ago without any deductions for water and
without any reservation for public use and when taxes have been levied and collected on said submerged lands since conveyance by
the state.

(4) Where private ownership of submerged bottoms outward from the shore has originated in a Spanish or other land grant
approved by the Congress specifically describing an area in which was included navigable water, or by patent out of the United States
prior to the date on which Florida became a state likewise containing a description including navigable water, or upon a valid
conveyance out of the state, the submerged land included in such grant, patent, or conveyance shall be subject to taxes lawfully
imposed.

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 28262, 1953; s. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 31, ch. 82-226; s. 200, ch. 85-342; s. 140, ch. 95-148.

Note.—Former ss. 192.61(1)-(4), 271.09, 197.315(3), 197.228.

253.21 Board of trustees may surrender certain lands to the United States and receive indemnity.—\Whenever it may appear
that any of the swamplands, granted by the United States to this state by Act of Congress approved September 28,1850, entitled “An
Act to enable the State of Arkansas and other states to reclaim the swamplands within their limits,” have been sold or located, the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may surrender to the United States the right, title and claim of the state to
said lands, and receive from the United States, in lieu thereof, such reclamation as may be due.

History.—ch. 631,1855; RS 439; GS 627; RGS 1076; CGL 1407; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.29 Board of trustees to refund money paid where title to land fails.—Any person having heretofore, or who may hereafter
purchase in good faith and for value, any lands in the state from the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the
state, and which title has failed by reason of the fact that the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund had no title or
right to convey the same, the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall refund to said party the sums of money
so paid for said lands without interest thereon upon due proof being made.

History.—s. 1, ch. 5175, 1903; GS 635; RGS 1084; CGL 1415; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.34 Transfer of notes owned by board.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may endorse and
transfer to any person, with or without recourse, any bills, notes or other obligations which the said board may now own, or may
hereafter acquire.

History.—s. 5, ch. 6453, 1913; RGS 1089; CGL 1420; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.36 Title to reclaimed marshlands, wetlands, or lowlands in board of trustees.—The title to all marsh, wet or lowlands as have
become permanently reclaimed, title to which is in the state, is vested in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
to be held by the state and disposed of, as provided in this chapter.

History.—s. 1, ch. 7891, 1919; CGL 1425; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.37 Survey to be made; sale of lands; preference to buyers.—\When it shall be brought to the attention of the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund that such lands exist as are defined in s. 253.36, the board may cause a survey of the
same to be made, which survey shall be connected with the surveys of the United States Government, or other surveys adjoining such
lands, as far as may be practicable, and shall be made in conformity with the rules and regulations prescribed by the Department of the
Interior for making federal surveys. When such surveys have been completed and, with the plats thereof, have been filed in the office of
the said board, the board may proceed to sell and convey the said lands so surveyed in the same manner that other swamp and
overflowed lands are sold and disposed of; provided, that in making sales of such land the board shall give first right to purchase to any
adjacent owner thereof who desires to complete or square up any fractional section now owned by him or her or to any person who
has settled on, or preempted the same, in amounts not exceeding 80 acres; and, provided further, that any and all other such lands as
are covered hereby shall be sold by the board to bona fide settlers in amounts not exceeding 80 acres to each settler.

History.—s. 2, ch. 7891, 1919; CGL 1426; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 141, ch. 95-148.
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253.38 Riparian rights not affected.—Nothing in ss. 253.36 and 253.37 shall be construed as in anywise affecting the riparian rights
now or heretofore existing under the laws of this state; but it is expressly provided that the provisions of said sections shall apply only to
such lands as the Department of the Interior has declined to convey to the state, or which have become permanently reclaimed; and in
making sales thereof, the board of trustees may provide for a complete system of reclamation as part of the consideration thereof, or
contract for such permanent reclamation in the manner it deems advisable.

History.—s. 3, ch. 7891, 1919; CGL 1427 ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.381 Unsurveyed marshlands; sale to upland owners.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the
state is hereby authorized to make sales of unsurveyed marshlands to record owners of uplands which have been surveyed by the
United States, and to make equitable divisions of unsurveyed marsh areas and allocations of the same for sales with due respect to
upland ownership, sales heretofore made, natural divisions of the unsurveyed marshes which are indicated by the general courses of
water channels within or across the unsurveyed marshes and to other topographical features of the affected areas.

History.—s. 1, ch. 59-497; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 29, ch. 2007-217.

253.382 Oyster beds, minerals, and oils reserved to state.—The state saves, reserves and excepts all natural oyster beds upon and
all minerals and oils in or under the submerged lands until the same shall be filled in and improved by the riparian owner.

History.—s. 4, ch. 8537,1921; CGL 1777.

Note.—Former s. 271.04.

253.39 Surveys approved by chief cadastral surveyor validated.—All surveys of lands into townships, sections or other regular
land divisions, heretofore or hereafter made in this state, and which have or may hereafter be approved by the chief cadastral surveyor
for the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, together with the field notes, plats, or other accessories pertaining
thereto, are validated and confirmed and are official public surveys of this state of equal force, tenor and effect as surveys made by or
under the direction of the United States Government.

History.—s. 1, ch. 7892, 1919; CGL 1428; s. 1, ch. 61-187; 5. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.40 To what lands applicable.—The provisions for land surveys in ss. 253.39 and 253.41 shall only apply to such lands as have not
heretofore been surveyed by the Federal Government; and all acts of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund,
together with any and all contracts, resolutions and instructions relating to such surveys, are approved, validated and confirmed.

History.—s. 2, ch. 7892, 1919; CGL 1429; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.41 Plats and field notes filed in office of Board of Trustees of Internal Improvement Trust Fund.—\When such surveys, as
provided for in ss. 253.39 and 253.40, shall have been made and approved by the chief cadastral surveyor, the plats and field notes
thereof shall be filed in the office of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of this state, which shall be the
custodian of such plats and field notes for the use of the public, under such regulations as may apply to the use of plats and field notes
of the public land surveys of the United States, and a duly certified copy of the same shall be admissible as evidence in any court of this
state.

History.—s. 3, ch. 7892, 1919; CGL 1430; s. 5, ch. 63-294; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.42 Board of trustees may exchange lands.—This section applies to all lands owned by, vested in, or titled in the name of the
board of trustees whether the lands were acquired by the state as a purchase, or through gift, donation, or any other conveyance for
which no consideration was paid.

(1)  The board of trustees may exchange any lands owned by, vested in, or titled in its name for other lands in the state owned by
counties, local governments, individuals, or private or public corporations, and may fix the terms and conditions of any such exchange.
For conservation lands acquired by the state through gift, donation, or any other conveyance for which no consideration was paid, the
state may request land of equal conservation value from the county or local government but no other consideration.

(2) In exchanging state-owned lands not acquired by the state through gift, donation, or any other conveyance for which no
consideration was paid, with counties or local governments, the board of trustees shall require an exchange of equal value. Equal value
is defined as the conservation benefit of the lands being offered for exchange by a county or local government being equal or greater
in conservation benefit than the state-owned lands. Such exchanges may include cash transactions if based on an appropriate
measure of value of the state-owned land, but must also include the determination of a net-positive conservation benefit by the
Acquisition and Restoration Council, irrespective of appraised value.

(3) The board of trustees shall select and agree upon the state lands to be exchanged and the lands to be conveyed to the state and
shall pay or receive any sum of money the board of trustees deems necessary for the purpose of equalizing the value of the exchanged
property. The board of trustees is authorized to make and enter into contracts or agreements for such purpose or purposes.

(4)(a) A person who owns land contiguous to state-owned land titled to the board of trustees may submit a request to the Division
of State Lands to exchange all or a portion of the privately owned land for all or a portion of the state-owned land, whereby the state
retains a permanent conservation easement over all or a portion of the exchanged state-owned land and a permanent conservation
easement over all or a portion of the exchanged privately owned land. State-owned land exchanged pursuant to this subsection shall
be contiguous to the privately owned land upon which the state retains a permanent conservation easement. If the division elects to
proceed with a request, the division must submit the request to the Acquisition and Restoration Council for review and the council
must provide recommendations to the division. If the division elects to forward a request to the board of trustees, the division must
provide its recommendations and the recommendations of the council to the board. This subsection does not apply to state-owned
sovereign submerged land.

(b) After receiving a request and the division's recommendations, the board of trustees shall consider such request and
recommendations and may approve the request if:

1. At least 30 percent of the perimeter of the privately owned land is bordered by state-owned land and the exchange does not
create an inholding.

2. The approval does not result in a violation of the terms of a preexisting lease or agreement by the board of trustees, the
Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, or the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission.

3. For state-owned land purchased for conservation purposes, the board of trustees makes a determination that the exchange of
land under this subsection will result in a net positive conservation benefit.

4. The approval does not conflict with any existing flowage easement.

5. Therequest is approved by three or more members of the board of trustees.

(c) Special consideration shall be given to a request that maintains public access for any recreational purpose allowed on the state-
owned land at the time the request is submitted to the board of trustees. A person who maintains public access pursuant to this



paragraph is entitled to the limitation on liability provided in s. 375.251.
(d) Land subject to a permanent conservation easement granted pursuant to this subsection is subject to inspection by the
Department of Environmental Protection to ensure compliance with the terms of the permanent conservation easement.
History.—s. 1, ch. 8525, 1921; CGL 1432; 5. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 4, ch. 2003-394; s. 11, ch. 2016-233.

253.43 Convey by deed.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may execute and deliver a deed of
conveyance, in its discretion necessary or proper, for the purpose of carrying into effect any such exchange or any contract or
agreement therefor, made by said board under or pursuant to the power vested in it by this chapter, or otherwise; and any such deed
shall fully convey to and vest in the purchaser or grantee the property so conveyed.

History.—s. 2, ch. 8525, 1921; CGL 1433; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.431 Agents may act on behalf of board of trustees.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may, by
resolution duly recorded in the records of said board, authorize or employ agents or employees to act in its behalf in the execution and
delivery of deeds of conveyance, for the purpose of carrying into effect any exchange or contract or agreement therefor made by said
board under or pursuant to the power vested in said board by this chapter, by virtue of the state’s equity in lands under chapter 197,
pursuant to conveyances by authority of s. 288.14 or chapter 270, by authority of s. 591.19 or s. 285.14, and by such agents or employees
issue disclaimers, releases of oil and mineral rights, quitclaim deeds, releases of any and all reservations of whatever kind in the lands of
the state, and such other documents as may be authorized by the board to release or convey the state’s interests. Any deed executed
by said agents or employees shall fully convey to and vest in the purchaser or grantee the property so conveyed.

History.—s. 2, ch. 67-5; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.44 Disposal of lands received.—All lands conveyed to the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, pursuant
to ss. 253.42, 253.43, 253.44, or ratified by s. 253.43, shall be held and disposed of by said board, pursuant to the laws of the state affecting
said Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, and acts amendatory thereto.

History.—s. 3, ch. 8525, 1921; CGL 1434; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.45 Sale or lease of phosphate, clay, minerals, etc., in or under state lands.—

(1) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may sell or lease any phosphate, earth or clay, sand, gravel, shell,
mineral, metal, timber or water, or any other substance similar to the foregoing, in, on, or under, any land the title to which is vested in
the state, the Department of Management Services, the Department of Environmental Protection, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, the State Board of Education, or any other state board, department, or agency; provided that the board of trustees may
not grant such a sale or lease on the land of any other state board, department, or agency without first obtaining approval therefrom.
No sale or lease provided for in this section shall be allowed on hard-surfaced beaches that are used for bathing or driving and areas
contiguous thereto out to a mean low-water depth of 3 feet and landward to the nearest paved public road. Any sale or lease provided
for in this section shall be conducted by competitive bidding as provided for in ss. 253.52, 253.53, and 253.54. The proceeds of such sales
or leases are to be credited to the board of trustees, board, department, or agency which has title or control of the land involved.

(2) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund or any other state agency authorized to grant leases under this
section shall specify in each such lease, in clear and precise terms, the particular minerals for which the lessee is permitted to drill or
mine and the manner in which the same may be extracted.

History.—s. 1, ch. 9289, 1923; ss. 1, 2, ch. 9315, 1923; s. 1, ch. 13670, 1929; CGL 1936 Supp. 1438(1); s. 1, ch. 59-178; s. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 1, ch. 69-181; s. 1, ch. 69-239; s. 1, ch. 69-369;
ss. 22,25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 173, ch. 92-279; s. 55, ch. 92-326; 5. 75, ch. 94-356; 5. 73, ch. 99-245.

253.451 Construction of term “land the title to which is vested in the state.”—For the purposes of ss. 253.45-253.61 the phrase
“land the title to which is vested in the state” or words of similar import shall include lands previously held by the state or any agency
thereof, in which mineral rights have been retained by the state or such agency.

History.—s. 10, ch. 69-369.

253.47 Board of trustees may lease, sell, etc., bottoms of bays, lagoons, straits, etc., owned by state, for petroleum purposes.—
The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the state may lease for royalties or for other agreed compensation, or
sell and otherwise dispose of the right to drill wells for the discovery and the production of petroleum and natural gas in the bottoms,
owned by the state in its sovereign capacity, of the bays, lagoons, straits, sounds, gulf, streams and lakes within the state; provided, that
such leases or sales shall not confer upon the person acquiring the same the right to enter upon any private property of another, nor
the right to drill any well or otherwise place permanent or stationary obstruction in such waters or upon such bottoms within one-
quarter of 1 mile of the shoreline of the lands of any upland owner, without first having the written consent of such upland owner so to
do. The leases and sales so made shall convey to the lessee or vendee the rights of ingress and egress to, from, and over the bottoms
leased or acquired, and the right to construct and maintain on and over such leased or acquired bottoms, in such manner as not to
obstruct transportation, any structures, tanks, docks, stations and other equipment, as may be required for the proper development of
such leases and the purposes for which the same are made.

History.—s. 1, ch.12429,1927; CGL 1445; s. 7, ch. 22858, 1945; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.51 Oil and gas leases on state lands by the board of trustees.—The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
is hereby authorized and empowered to negotiate, sell, and convey leasehold estates in and to lands the title to which is vested in any
state board, department or agency thereof or lands the title to which is vested in the state with its control and management in any
such board, department or agency, for the purpose of the development thereof, and the production therefrom, of oil and gas, to any
person, firm, corporation or association authorized to do business in the state, upon such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon
by the contracting parties, not inconsistent with law and the provisions of the chapter.

History.—s. 1, ch. 22824, 1945; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 69-369.

253.511 Reports by lessees of oil and mineral rights, state lands.—

(1)  The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund shall require from each lessee of public land under s. 253.45, s.
253.47 or s. 253.51 an annual notarized report as to the status of operations on the land under lease. Such report shall include the
number of holes drilled, the dates of drilling, the depth of drilling, and the results of the operation. Reports of mining operations shall
also include the number of cubic yards mined. The notarized report of both mining or drilling operations shall include a financial report
of moneys paid over to the state, if any. The board may require reasonable additional information, as may be necessary, for a better
understanding of the operation under lease; provided, that this shall not be construed as authorizing the board to require any lessee to
divulge information relating to its work product, trade secrets, or methods of operation not commonly shared with a leasing agency.
Failure to submit the report required by this section within 90 days following the anniversary date of the respective lease may be
grounds for revoking and setting aside any lease as to which such report should have been made.
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(2) The report required by this section may be introduced in evidence in behalf of the state or any agency thereof in any court
proceeding as prima facie evidence of the information contained therein.
History.—s. 1, ch. 69-236; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

253.512 Applicants for lease of gas, oil, or mineral rights; report as to lease holdings.—Each applicant for a lease concerning oil,
gas, or mineral exploitation or exploration in the state shall submit to the agency of the state issuing the lease a certified statement as
to any lease holdings regarding oil, gas, or minerals the applicant has which were granted by the same or any other agency of the state.
Such statement shall also include the number and identification of such leases issued and the state agency which issued the lease or
leases.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-237.

253.52 Placing oil and gas leases on market by board.—\Whenever in the opinion of the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund there shall be a demand for the purchase of oil and gas leases on any area, tract, or parcel of the land so
owned, controlled, or managed, by any state board, department, or agency, then the board shall place such oil and gas lease or leases
on the market in such blocks, tracts, or parcels as it may designate. The lease or leases shall only be made after notice by publication
thereof has been made not less than once a week for 4 consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation published in the
vicinity of the lands offered to be leased, the last publication to be not less than 5 days in advance of the sale date. Such notice shall be
to the effect that a lease or leases will be offered for sale at such date and time as may be named in said notice and shall describe the
land upon which such lease, or leases, will be offered. This notice may be combined with the notice required pursuant to s. 253.115.
Before any lease of any block, tract, or parcel of land, submerged, or unsubmerged, within a radius of 3 miles of the boundaries of any
incorporated city, or town, or within such radius of any bathing beach, or beaches, outside thereof, such board, department, or agency,
shall through one or more of its members hold a public hearing, after notice thereof by publication once in a newspaper of general
circulation published at least 1 week prior to said hearing in the vicinity of the land, or lands, offered to be leased, of the offer to lease the
same, calling upon all interested persons to attend said hearing where they would be given the opportunity to be heard, all of which
shall be considered by the board prior to the execution of any lease or leases to said land, and the board may withdraw said land, or any
part thereof, from the market, and refuse to execute such lease or leases if after such hearing, or otherwise, it considers such execution
contrary to the public welfare. Before advertising any land for lease the form of the lease or leases to be offered for sale, not inconsistent
with law, or the provisions of this section, shall be prescribed by the board and a copy, or copies, thereof, shall be available to the
general public at the office of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund and the advertisements of such sale shall
so state.

History.—s. 2, ch. 22824, 1945; 5.1, ch. 24339, 1947; 5. 11, ch. 25035, 1949; 5. 10, ch. 26484, 1951; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 69-369; s. 493, ch. 94-356; 5. 12, ch. 2012-212.

253.53 Sealed bids required.—All lands subject to this law shall be leased upon sealed bids. All bids shall be directed to the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. Said bids shall not be opened until the day, time, and place designated by the board
of trustees and provided in said notice, at which time all bids shall be opened and at which time any person so desiring may be present.
The board shall determine in advance the amount of royalty, never less than one-eighth in kind, or in value, and a definite rental,
increasing annually after the first 2 years, upon lands not developed for oil or gas, or upon which no well has been commenced in good
faith to secure production in paying quantities of gas or oil. The board may, in its discretion, incorporate within the terms of any lease
provisions for pooling or unitizing the leased premises, in whole or in part, with other lands or leases and provisions for payments that
may be made in lieu of royalty on wells which have been completed as gas wells and are capable of producing gas in paying quantities
but are shut in pending development of a satisfactory market outlet, provided this shut-in period pending development of a
satisfactory market outlet shall not exceed 48 months from the date of completion of such gas well or wells as herein described, if the
lease is not being otherwise maintained by drilling or reworking or by production, which, if made, shall operate to cause the lease to be
considered as producing in paying quantities for all purposes thereof. In addition to such fixed charges for said lease, there shall be a
cash consideration. The bids shall be for this cash consideration, offered for said lease, in addition to such fixed charges for royalty,
rental, and payments in lieu of royalty and shall be payable upon acceptance of said bid. All bids shall be accompanied by a cashier’s
check, or certified check, for the amount of such cash consideration and shall be payable to the state board, department, or agency
which holds title to or controls the land offered for lease. No bid filed subsequent to the date and hour of sale specified in the
advertisement of sale shall be considered.

History.—s. 3, ch. 22824, 1945; s. 4, ch. 69-369; s. 1, ch. 69-405; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 67, ch. 86-186.

253.54 Competitive bidding.—On the date specified in the advertisement of sale, the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund shall at a public meeting consider any and all bids submitted prior to such date for the leasing of the land or
lands so advertised and, in the discretion of the board, award the lease to the highest and best bidder submitting a bid therefor;
provided that if, in the judgment of the board, the bids submitted do not represent the fair value of such lease or leases, the execution
of same is contrary to the public welfare, or the responsibility of the bidder offering the highest amount has not been established to its
satisfaction, or for any other reason, it may in its discretion reject said bids, give notice and call for new or other bids, or withdraw said
land from the market. If several distinct blocks, parcels, or tracts of land can be separately considered, then, and in that event, the board
may so consider them, but if they cannot be so considered, then the rejection for any cause of the highest and best bid shall result in
the rejection of all bids.

History.—s. 4, ch. 22824, 1945; ss. 27, 35, ch. 63-106; s. 5, ch. 69-369; s. 68, ch. 86-186.

253.55 Limitation on term of lease.—

(1) Subject to the further provisions hereof, each lease shall be for a primary term prescribed by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund not to exceed 10 years from the date of the lease, and shall provide that such lease, upon which operations are
being carried on in good faith and in a skillful and diligent manner with no cessation of more than 30 consecutive days, or oil or gas is
being produced therefrom in paying quantities, shall remain in force and effect. The lease shall provide that if, after production is
obtained therefrom, such production should cease, the lease may be maintained, if it is within the primary term, by commencing or
resuming the payment of rentals or commencing operations for drilling or reworking said land, in good faith and in a skillful and
diligent manner, on or before the rental payment date next ensuing after the expiration of 60 days, or, if it be after the expiration of the
primary term, the lease may be maintained in force and effect by commencing and continuing operations for drilling or reworking said
land for the development and production of oil or gas on or before 60 days after the cessation of production and prosecuting same
with diligence and in a skillful manner with no cessation for more than 30 consecutive days, and if such operations within a reasonable
time thereafter result in the production of oil or gas from such leased land in paying quantities, the lease shall remain in effect
thereafter as long as oil or gas is produced therefrom in paying quantities. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to
permit the automatic renewal of a lease by option after the expiration of the primary term, nor to permit the continuance of any lease
except in accordance with the provisions of this section.
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(2) Each lease shall provide for its termination in the absence of drilling or reworking operations or production of oil or gas
therefrom in paying quantities.
History.—s. 5, ch. 22824, 1945; s. 1, ch. 69-238; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 6, ch. 69-369; s. 124, ch. 83-217; s. 5, ch. 88-278; s. 2, ch. 89-358; 5. 142, ch. 95-148.

253.56 Responsibility of bidder.—Before the acceptance of any bid for such lease the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund shall establish to its satisfaction the responsibility of the bidder. And no lease shall be assigned in whole, or in
part, nor any land covered thereby, until and except the board shall approve and consent to such assignment, and such permission
shall not be unreasonably withheld.

History.—s. 6, ch. 22824, 1945; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 7, ch. 69-369.

253.57 Royalties.—The state's royalties, a part of the consideration of every lease, shall be computed after deducting any oil or gas
reasonably used for the production hereof.
History.—s. 7, ch. 22824, 1945,

253.571 Proof of financial responsibility required of lessee prior to commencement of drilling.—The Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund may require a surety or property bond, an irrevocable letter of credit, or other proof of financial
responsibility from each lessee of public land or mineral interest prior to the time such lessee mines, drills, or extracts in any manner,
petroleum, petroleum products, gas, sulphur, or any other mineral from such land. The surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit shall
be from a surety company or bank authorized to do business in the state. The surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or other proof of
financial responsibility shall serve as security and is to be forfeited to the board to pay for any damages caused by mining or drilling
operations performed by the lessee. In the case of operations planned in the waters of the state or under other particular
circumstances which, by their nature warrant greater security in view of possible damages, the board shall give special consideration to
the extent of such possible damages and shall set the amount of an adequate and sufficient surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit, or
other proof of financial responsibility accordingly. For the purposes of this section, damages shall include, but not be limited to, air,
water, and ground pollution, destruction of wildlife or marine productivity and any other damage which impairs the health and general
welfare of the citizens of the state.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-367; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 89-358.

253.60 Conflicting laws.—The development of the lands leased by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund
for the production of oil and gas therefrom shall be in accord with the laws of Florida relating to conservation and control and, if herein
is found any conflict with those laws, such laws relating to conservation and control shall prevail.

History.—s. 10, ch. 22824, 1945; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 8, ch. 69-369.

253.61 Lands not subject to lease.—

(1) Regardless of anything to the contrary contained in this law in any previous section or part thereof, no board or agency
mentioned therein or the state shall have the power or authority to sell, execute, or enter into any lease of the type covered by this law
relating to any of the following lands, submerged or unsubmerged, except under the circumstances and conditions as hereinafter set
out in this section, to wit:

(@) No lease of the type covered by this law shall be granted, sold or executed covering such lands within the corporate limits of any
municipality unless the governing authority of the municipality shall have first duly consented to the granting or sale of such lease by
resolution.

(b) No lease of the type covered by this law shall be granted, sold or executed covering any such lands in the tidal waters of the
state, abutting on or immediately adjacent to the corporate limits of a municipality or within 3 miles of such corporate limits extending
from the line of mean high tide into such waters, unless the governing authority of the municipality shall have first duly consented to
the granting or sale of such lease by resolution.

(c) No lease of the type covered by this law shall be granted, sold or executed covering such lands on any improved beach, located
outside of an incorporated town or municipality, or covering such lands in the tidal waters of the state abutting on or immediately
adjacent to any improved beach, or within 3 miles of an improved beach extending from the line of mean high tide into such tidal
waters, unless the county commissioners of the county in which such beach is located shall have first duly consented to the granting or
sale of such lease by resolution.

(d) Without exception, after July 1,1989, no lease of the type covered by this law shall be granted, sold, or executed south of 26° north
latitude off Florida's west coast and south of 27° north latitude off Florida's east coast, within the boundaries of Florida's territorial seas
as defined in 43 U.S.C. 1301. After July 31,1990, no oil or natural gas lease shall be granted, sold, or executed covering lands located north
of 26°00'00" north latitude off Florida’'s west coast to the western boundary of the state bordering Alabama as set forth in s. 1, Art. Il of
the State Constitution, or located north of 27°00'00" north latitude off Florida’'s east coast to the northern boundary of the state
bordering Georgia as set forth in s. 1, Art. Il of the State Constitution, within the boundaries of Florida's territorial seas as defined in 43
U.S.C.1301.

(2) For the purposes of this section and law an improved beach, situated outside of the corporate limits of any municipality or town,
shall be and is hereby defined to be any beach adjacent to or abutting upon the tidal waters of the state and having not less than ten
hotels, apartment buildings, residences or other structures, used for residential purposes, on or to any given miles of such beach.

History.—s. 11, ch. 22824, 1945; s. 5, ch. 89-175; s. 1, ch. 90-72; s. 7, ch. 91-286.

253.62 Board of trustees authorized to convey certain lands without reservation.—

(1) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund in making exchanges of land under ss. 253.42 and 253.43, is hereby
authorized in its discretion to convey said land without reservations of oil and gas or of phosphate and other minerals required by s.
270.11, where deeds to lands received in exchange convey title in fee simple without such reservations or to determine the part or parts
to be reserved and the part or parts to be conveyed, so as to facilitate exchange on a basis as nearly equal as may be.

(2) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund is further authorized in its discretion to convey land to the United
States free from reservations for oil, gas, phosphate and other minerals, provided agreement satisfactory to the board be effectuated
with the United States whereby, in the event oil, gas, phosphate or other minerals are ever produced from said land, said board shall
receive the customary royalty therefrom. In any conveyance heretofore made to the United States for national park or related purpose
subsequent to June 30, 1943, which contained such reservations, said board shall have authority to convey said reservations subject to
the conditions hereof in respect to customary royalty.

(3) The authority to convey, granted in subsection (2), shall apply to the conveyance of lands by the board of trustees to the United
States for the establishment of the Biscayne National Monument, as defined by Pub. L. No. 90-606 of the United States, and the board
is authorized to convey public lands to the United States for the establishment of the Biscayne National Monument. All acts and actions
of the board of trustees and all agreements between the board and the United States Government regarding the conveyance of any
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state lands to the United States for the establishment of the Biscayne National Monument are hereby ratified, confirmed, and validated.
For the purposes of the conveyance authorized by this subsection, no provision of this chapter shall apply, and the board of trustees
shall not be required, prior to such conveyance, to comply with any conditions precedent to sale of lands set out in this chapter, nor
shall the board be required to reserve oil, gas, phosphate, or other mineral rights, or enter into an agreement for royalties, if any, if same
are produced from said lands. However, the waiver herein shall not apply to the requirements of this chapter relating to the setting of
bulkhead lines and to dredging and filling.

(4) The legislative intent embodied in this section is to authorize the board of trustees to convey or obligate itself to convey the
herein referred to state-owned lands in accordance with the provisions of Pub. L. No. 90-606. Upon certification to the board by the
United States Government that all private lands intended to be acquired have been acquired and that owners of private property who
have not donated or otherwise conveyed their lands have been paid therefor, the conveyance herein authorized shall become absolute.
Nothing herein shall alter the right of the United States Government to immediate possession of said state-owned lands.

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 23617, 1947; 5. 11, ch. 25035, 1949; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; 5. 1, ch. 70-364; 5. 1, ch. 70-439.

253.66 Change in bulkhead lines, Pinellas County.—

(1)  Assoon as a county bulkhead line as provided in s. 253.1221 has been fixed by the water and navigation control authority of
Pinellas County around the mainland of the county and the offshore islands therein, and the bulkhead line has been formally approved
by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the state, all in accordance with the provisions of s. 253.1221, no
further change in said bulkhead line shall be made notwithstanding the provisions of s. 253.1221.

(2) Itis hereby declared to be the intent of the Legislature that subsection (1) is necessary for the protection of navigable waters in
Pinellas County and the fish, wildlife and natural resources therein.

History.—ss. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, ch. 59-522; s. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 1, ch. 61-264; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 34, ch. 2014-17.

253.665 Grant of easements, licenses, and leases.—

(1) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of this state is authorized and empowered to grant unto riparian
owners as herein defined, their heirs, successors and assigns, perpetual easements and easements, licenses and leases for specified
terms of years, permitting such riparian owners, their heirs, successors and assigns, to construct, maintain and operate structures and
facilities on, in and under the bed of any navigable stream or any river owned in whole or in part by the state, for the purpose of
providing water of a suitable quality for industrial, domestic or other use; provided, however, any instrument granting such easement,
lease or license may contain provisions to the effect that such structures and facilities shall be so constructed as not to obstruct the
channel of the stream or river or unreasonably interfere with navigation, commerce or fishing thereon.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the term “riparian owners” shall include the owners of uplands bounded by either the high-
water or low-water mark of any stream or river and shall include lessees and licensees of any such owners or grantees in easements
from such owners of such uplands or river bottoms. The term “channel” shall mean the marked, buoyed, or artificially dredged channel,
if any, and if none, shall mean a space equal to 20 percent of the average width of the river or stream at the point concerned which
furnishes uninterruptedly, through its course, the deepest water at mean low water.

(3) This section is cumulative and shall not restrict or limit any title, right, interest or privilege of any riparian owner under the
common law.

History.—ss. 1, 2, 3, ch. 57-325; s. 2, ch. 61-119; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106.

Note.—Former s. 271.10.

253.67 Definitions.—As used in ss. 253.67-253.75:

(1)  “Aquaculture” means the cultivation of aquatic organisms and associated activities, including, but not limited to, grading, sorting,
transporting, harvesting, holding, storing, growing, and planting.

(2) “Board” means the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(3) “Department” means the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

(4) “Water column” means the vertical extent of water, including the surface thereof, above a designated area of submerged bottom
land.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 76, ch. 94-356; s. 2, ch. 96-247; s. 3, ch. 2000-364; s. 5, ch. 2005-157.

253.68 Authority to lease or use submerged lands and water column for aquaculture activities.—

(1)  To the extent that it is not contrary to the public interest, and subject to limitations contained in ss. 253.67-253.75, the board of
trustees may lease or authorize the use of submerged lands to which it has title for the conduct of aquaculture activities and grant
exclusive use of the bottom and the water column to the extent required by such activities. “Aquaculture activities” means any
activities, as determined by board rule, related to the production of aquacultural products, including, but not limited to, producing,
storing, handling, grading, sorting, transporting, harvesting, and aquaculture support docking. Such leases or authorizations may
permit use of the submerged land and water column for either commercial or experimental purposes. However, a resolution of
objection adopted by a majority of the county commission of a county within whose boundaries the proposed leased area would lig, if
the boundaries were extended to the extent of the interest of the state, may be filed with the board of trustees within 30 days of the
date of the first publication of notice as required by s. 253.70. Prior to the granting of any such leases or authorizations, the board shall
by rule establish and publish guidelines to be followed when considering applications for lease or authorization. Such guidelines shall
be designed to protect the public’s interest in submerged lands and the publicly owned water column.

(2)(@) The Legislature finds that the state's ability to supply fresh seafood and other aquaculture products has been diminished by a
combination of factors, including a diminution of the resources and restrictions on the harvest of certain marine species. The
Legislature declares that it is in the state’s economic, resource enhancement, and food production interests to promote aquaculture
production of food and nonfood aquatic species by facilitating the review and approval processes for authorizing the use of sovereignty
submerged land or the water column; simplifying environmental permitting; supporting educational, research, and demonstration
programs; and assisting certain local governments to develop aquaculture as a means to promote economic development. The
Legislature declares that aquaculture shall be recognized as a practicable resource management alternative to produce marine
aguaculture products, to protect and conserve natural resources, to reduce competition for natural stocks, and to augment and restore
natural populations. Therefore, for the purpose of this section, the Legislature declares that aquaculture is in the public interest.

(b) It shall be the policy of the state to foster aquaculture development when the aguaculture activity is consistent with state
resource management goals, environmental protection, proprietary interests, and the state aquaculture plan.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 96-247; s. 4, ch. 97-164; s. 30, ch. 97-220; s. 6, ch. 2005-157.

253.69 Application to lease submerged land and water column.—Any applicant desiring to lease a portion of the submerged
lands of this state for the purpose of conducting aquaculture activities shall file with the board a written application in such form as it
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may prescribe, setting forth the following information:

(1)  The name and address of the applicant.

(2) A reasonably concise description of the location and amount of submerged land desired and, after the lease is approved, a field
survey of the leased area and assurances that the site is properly posted pursuant to the conditions of the lease and s. 327.41.

(3) A description of the aquaculture activities to be conducted, including a specification whether such activities are to be
experimental or commercial and an assessment of the current capability of the applicant to carry on such activities.

(4) Such other information as the board of trustees may by regulation require.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 88-207; s. 5, ch. 96-247.

253.70 Public notice.—Upon receiving an application under this act that satisfactorily sets forth the information required by s.
253.69, the board shall give notice of the application as provided by s. 253.115.
History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 23, ch. 78-95; s. 494, ch. 94-356.

253.71 The lease contract.—\When the board has determined that the proposed lease is not incompatible with the public interest
and that the applicant has demonstrated his or her capacity to perform the operations upon which the application is based, it may
proceed to consummate a lease contract having the following features in addition to others deemed desirable by the board:

(1) TERM.—The maximum initial terms shall be 10 years. Leases shall be renewable for successive terms up to the same maximum
upon agreement of the parties.

(2) RENTAL FEES.—

(@) The lease contract shall specify such amount of rental per acre of leased bottom as may be agreed to by the parties and shall
take the form of fixed rental to be paid throughout the term of the lease. Beginning January 1,1990, a surcharge of $5 per acre, or any
fraction of an acre, per annum shall be levied upon each lease according to the guidelines set forth in s. 597.010(7). Beginning January 1,
2001, the surcharge shall be increased to $10 per acre, or any fraction of an acre, per annum.

(b) Allleases shall stipulate for the payment of the initial term’s first year's annual rental within 30 days of the date of execution of
the lease instrument, and payment of the annual rental fee for all succeeding years throughout the term of the lease on or before the
anniversary date. Failure of the lessee to pay such rent within 30 days of such date shall constitute ground for cancellation of the lease
and forfeiture to the state of all works, improvements, and animal and plant life in and upon the leased land and water column.

(3) MAXIMUM AREA TO BE LEASED.—The board shall not lease a larger area of submerged land to any single lessee than has been
demonstrated to be within the lessee’s capacity to utilize efficiently and consistent with the public interest. However, the board may
hold a reasonable area of adjacent bottom land in reserve for the time when a holder of an experimental lease will begin operation
under a commercial lease. Successful conduct of aquaculture activities on an experimental basis may be accepted as a demonstration
of capacity to conduct such operations on a commercial basis.

(4) PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS.—Failure of the lessee to perform effective cultivation shall constitute ground for cancellation
of the lease and forfeiture to the state of all the works, improvements, and animal and plant life in and upon the leased land and water
column. Effective cultivation shall consist of the grow out of the aquaculture product according to the business plan provided in the
lease contract.

(5) DISPOSITION OF IMPROVEMENTS AT TERMINATION OF CONTRACT.—Each contract entered into under this act shall stipulate
the disposition of improvements and assets upon the leased lands and waters, including animal and plant life resulting from
aguaculture activities.

(6) ASSIGNABILITY OF LEASES.—Leases granted under this act shall be assignable in whole or in part with the approval of the
board.

(7) SPECIAL LEASE CONDITIONS.—Leases granted under this section may contain special lease conditions that provide for flexibility
in surveying and posting lease boundaries, incorporate conditions necessary to issue permits pursuant to part IV of chapter 373 and
chapter 403, and provide for special activities related to aquaculture and resource management.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 88-207; s. 24, ch. 89-175; s. 2, ch. 91-187; s. 3, ch. 91-286; s. 143, ch. 95-148; s. 6, ch. 96-247; s. 4, ch. 2000-364.

253.72 Marking of leased areas; restrictions on public use.—

(1)  The board shall require all lessees to stake off and mark the areas under lease according to the conditions of the lease agreement
and rules of the board, by appropriate ranges, monuments, stakes, buoys, and fences, so placed as not to interfere unnecessarily with
navigation and other traditional uses of the surface.

(2) Except to the extent necessary to permit the effective development of the species of animal or plant life being cultivated by the
lessee, the public shall be provided with means of reasonable ingress and egress to and from the leased area for traditional water
activities such as boating, swimming, and fishing. All limitations upon the use by the public of the areas under lease that are authorized
by the terms of the lease shall be clearly posted by the lessee pursuant to rules by the board. Any person willfully violating posted
restrictions commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(3) To assist in protecting shellfish aquaculture products produced on leases authorized pursuant to this chapter and chapter 597,
harvesting shellfish is prohibited within a distance of 25 feet outside lawfully marked lease boundaries or within setback and access
corridors within specifically designated high-density aquaculture lease areas and aquaculture use zones.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 154, ch. 71-136; s. 1, ch. 98-203; s. 8, ch. 98-333; s. 5, ch. 2000-364.

253.73 Rules; ss. 253.67-253.75.—The board has authority to adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer the
provisions of ss. 253.67-253.75.
History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 45, ch. 98-200.

253.74 Penalties.—

(1) A person who conducts aquaculture activities in excess of those authorized by the board or who conducts such activities on
state-owned submerged lands without having previously obtained an authorization from the board commits a misdemeanor of the
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, is subject to a civil fine in the Class | category pursuant to s. 570.971, or both. In
addition to such fine and imprisonment, all works, improvements, and animal and plant life involved in the project may be forfeited to
the state.

(2) Any person who is found by the department to have violated the provisions of chapter 403 or chapter 597 shall be subject to
having his or her lease of state-owned submerged lands canceled.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 25, 26, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 71-137; 5. 10, ch. 79-65; s. 77, ch. 94-356; s. 846, ch. 95-148; s. 7, ch. 2005-157; s. 28, ch. 2006-71; s. 3, ch. 2014-
150.

253.75 Studies and recommendations by the department and the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; designation of
recommended traditional and other use zones; supervision of aquaculture operations.—



(1) Prior to the granting of any form of authorization under this act, the board shall request comments by the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission when the application relates to bottom land covered by fresh or salt water. Such comments shall be based
on such factors as an assessment of the probable effect of the proposed use on the conservation of fish or wildlife or other programs
under the constitutional or statutory authority of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(2) The department and the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall both have the following responsibilities with respect
to submerged land and water column falling within their respective jurisdictions:

(@) Toundertake, or cause to be undertaken, the studies and surveys necessary to support their respective recommendations to the
board;

(b) Toinstitute procedures for supervising the aquaculture activities of lessees holding under this act and reporting thereon from
time to time to the board; and

(c) To designate in advance areas of submerged land and water column owned by the state for which they recommend reservation
for uses that may possibly be inconsistent with the conduct of aquaculture activities. Such uses shall include, but not be limited to,
recreational, commercial and sport fishing and other traditional uses, exploration for petroleum and other minerals, and scientific
instrumentation. The existence of such designated areas shall be considered by the board in granting leases under this act.

History.—s. 1, ch. 69-46; ss. 25, 27, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 78, ch. 94-356; s. 74, ch. 99-245; s. 6, ch. 2000-364; s. 8, ch. 2005-157.

253.763 Judicial review relating to permits and licenses.—

(1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:

(@) “Agency” means any official, officer, commission, authority, council, committee, department, division, bureau, board, section, or
other unit or entity of state government.

(b)  “Permit” means any permit or license required by this chapter.

(2) Any person substantially affected by a final action of any agency with respect to a permit may seek review within 90 days of the
rendering of such decision and request monetary damages and other relief in the circuit court in the judicial circuit in which the
affected property is located; however, circuit court review shall be confined solely to determining whether final agency action is an
unreasonable exercise of the state’s police power constituting a taking without just compensation. Review of final agency action for the
purpose of determining whether the action is in accordance with existing statutes or rules and based on competent substantial
evidence shall proceed in accordance with chapter 120.

(3) Ifthe court determines the decision reviewed is an unreasonable exercise of the state's police power constituting a taking
without just compensation, the court shall remand the matter to the agency which shall, within a reasonable time:

(@) Agree to issue the permit;

(b) Agree to pay appropriate monetary damages; however, in determining the amount of compensation to be paid, consideration
shall be given by the court to any enhancement to the value of the land attributable to governmental action; or

(c) Agree to modify its decision to avoid an unreasonable exercise of police power.

(4) The agency shall submit a statement of its agreed-upon action to the court in the form of a proposed order. If the action is a
reasonable exercise of police power, the court shall enter its final order approving the proposed order. If the agency fails to submit a
proposed order within a reasonable time not to exceed 90 days which specifies an action that is a reasonable exercise of police power,
the court may order the agency to perform any of the alternatives specified in subsection (3).

(5) The court shall award reasonable attorney's fees and court costs to the agency or substantially affected person, whichever
prevails.

(6) The provisions of this section are cumulative and shall not be deemed to abrogate any other remedies provided by law.

History.—ss. 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, ch. 78-85.

253.77 State lands; state agency authorization for use prohibited without consent of agency in which title vested; concurrent
processing requirements.—

(1) A person may not commence any excavation, construction, or other activity involving the use of sovereign or other lands of the
state, the title to which is vested in the board of trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund under this chapter, until the person
has received the required lease, license, easement, or other form of consent authorizing the proposed use.

(2) For applications that are processed concurrently under s. 373.427, the applicant must submit, as part of the application under
this part, any information necessary to satisfy the requirements for issuance of any required:

(@) Environmental resource permit or dredge and fill permit under part IV of chapter 373;

(b) Coastal construction permit under s. 161.041;

(c) Coastal construction control line permit under s.161.053; and

(d) Waiver or variance of the setback requirements under s. 161.052.

Authorization under this section may not be issued unless the requirements for issuance of any additional required authorizations,
permits, waivers, variances, and approvals described in paragraphs (a)-(d) are also satisfied. The final action on an authorization issued
under this subsection shall be subject to s. 373.4275.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, a riparian owner may selectively trim or alter mangroves on adjacent,
publicly owned submerged lands, if the selective trimming or alteration is in compliance with the requirements of Mss. 403.93-403.938,
including any required permit under Mss, 403.93-403.938.

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, chapter 373, or chapter 403, for activities authorized by a permit or
exemption pursuant to chapter 373 or chapter 403, ports listed in s. 403.021(9)(b) and inland navigation districts created pursuant to s.
374.975(3) shall not be required to pay any fees for activities involving the use of sovereign lands, including leases, easements, or
consents of use, except application fees including, but not limited to, those required by this chapter, chapter 161, chapter 373, or chapter
403. Further, any federal, state, or local agency or political subdivision that otherwise qualifies for an exemption under chapter 373 or
chapter 403 shall be granted a consent of use or public easement for land owned by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Trust Fund or any water management district upon request and legal description of the affected land.

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 76-245; s. 11, ch. 80-66; s. 12, ch. 84-79; s. 3, ch. 93-34; ss. 79, 495, ch. 94-356; s. 67, ch. 99-251.

[MNote.—Some sections within this range have been repealed; ss. 403.93-403.936 were repealed by s. 13, ch. 95-299. Section 403.938 was amended and
transferred to s. 403.9333 by s. 12, ch. 95-299.

253.781 Retention of state-owned lands along former Cross Florida Barge Canal route; creation of Cross Florida Greenways
State Recreation and Conservation Area; authorizing transfer to the Federal Government for inclusion in Ocala National Forest.—
(1) Itisthe intent of the Legislature to conserve and protect the natural resources and scenic beauty of the Oklawaha River Valley
and all lands and interests formerly acquired by the state or Federal Government for construction and operation of the Cross Florida

Barge Canal. It is the finding of the Legislature that these areas have a significant impact upon environmental and recreational
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resources of statewide importance and that public ownership of and access to such areas are necessary and desirable to protect the
health, welfare, safety, and quality of life of the residents of this state and to implement s. 7, Art. Il of the State Constitution. It is further
the finding of the Legislature that retention of ownership and control of the majority of the lands by the state and the ownership and
control of additional portions by the Federal Government as part of the Ocala National Forest will properly protect and conserve the
natural resources and scenic beauty of Florida, enhance recreational opportunities, and be in the public interest. To achieve these goals,
the Legislature hereby creates the Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area.

(2) The department is authorized to transfer for consideration ownership of all lands or interests in lands previously owned by the
canal authority contained within the existing boundary of the Ocala National Forest and any extension of the boundary of the Ocala
National Forest in Putnam County to the United States Department of Agriculture for the purpose of inclusion in the Ocala National
Forest.

(3) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may acquire by purchase, exchange of other state lands, or the
exercise of the power of eminent domain the fee title to lands acquired in less-than-fee title and to privately owned lands that break
the continuity of publicly owned lands within the original canal corridor as specified in the University Planning Team Greenway
Management Plan along the canal route, using canal authority assets transferred to the department or using state, local, or federal
funds dedicated to acquiring lands for conservation and recreation. The Legislature finds that such exercise of the power of eminent
domain to accomplish the purposes of this section is necessary and for a public purpose. Such power of eminent domain must be
exercised pursuant to chapter 73.

(4) Lands transferred pursuant to this section by the department may reserve existing road rights-of-way.

History.—ss. 2,16, ch. 79-167; ss. 1, 5, ch. 84-287; ss. 1,10, ch. 90-328; s. 56, ch. 93-213; s. 80, ch. 94-356; s. 6, ch. 99-205.

253.782 Retention of state-owned lands in and around Lake Rousseau and the Cross Florida Barge Canal right-of-way from
Lake Rousseau west to the Withlacoochee River.—

(1) Itisthe intent of the Legislature to conserve, protect, and maintain the natural resources, recreational values, and water
management capabilities of Lake Rousseau and the Withlacoochee River. It is the finding of the Legislature that said lands and waters
are areas containing and having a significant impact on environmental and recreational resources of statewide importance and that
public ownership of and access to such areas are necessary and desirable to protect the health, welfare, safety, and quality of life of the
residents of this state and to implement s. 7, Art. Il of the State Constitution. It is further the finding of the Legislature that retention of
ownership and control of said lands by the state will properly protect and conserve the natural resources of Florida, enhance
recreational opportunities, and be in the public interest.

(2) The Department of Environmental Protection is authorized to retain ownership of and maintain all lands or interests in land
owned by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, including all fee and less than fee interests in lands previously
owned by the canal authority in Lake Rousseau and the Cross Florida Barge Canal right-of-way from Lake Rousseau at U.S. Highway 41
west to and including the Withlacoochee River.

(3) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund may acquire by purchase, exchange of other state lands, or the
exercise of the power of eminent domain the fee title to any less-than-fee title interest in land owned by the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund, including interests previously owned by the canal authority, as described in subsection (2). The
Legislature finds that such exercise of the power of eminent domain to accomplish the purposes of this section is necessary and for a
public purpose. Such power of eminent domain shall be exercised pursuant to the provisions of chapter 73.

History.—ss. 3,16, ch. 79-167; s. 5, ch. 84-287; s. 57, ch. 93-213; s. 81, ch. 94-356; s. 12, ch. 2016-233.

253.7821 Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area assigned to the Department of Environmental
Protection.—The Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area is established and assigned to the department. The
department shall manage the greenways pursuant to the department’s existing statutory authority until administrative rules are
adopted by the department. However, the provisions of this act shall control in any conflict between this act and any other authority of
the department.

History.—s. 49, ch. 93-213; s. 82, ch. 94-356; s. 9, ch. 99-5; 5. 13, ch. 2016-233.

253.7822 Boundaries of the Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area; coordination of management
activities.—

(1)  The initial boundaries of the greenways shall be as follows, as described in the August 30,1992, management plan published by
the University of Florida University Planning Team:

(@) Segments1,2,5,6,7 8,and 9 of the Base Boundary.

(b) Segments 3 and 4 of the Payback Boundary |l.

(2) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund is authorized to include other contiguous lands acquired after the
effective date of this act which are suitable for recreation, conservation, or as wildlife corridors within the greenways. The board is also
authorized to modify the greenways boundaries as needed to resolve boundary disputes and to reflect the sale of surplus lands;
however, no such modifications may result in a discontinuous corridor or a corridor less than 300 yards in width, except as provided for
by federal law.

(3) Iflands located outside the greenways boundaries are designated by the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust
Fund as important to the overall management of the greenways and are purchased by other land acquisition programs, or are
otherwise made available for management, the board may direct the greenways-managing entity to coordinate management
activities to enhance the greenways to the greatest extent possible, or assume lead agency responsibilities when appropriate.

History.—s. 50, ch. 93-213.

253.7823 Disposition of surplus lands; compensation of counties located within the Cross Florida Canal Navigation District.—

(1)  The department may identify parcels of former barge canal lands that may be sold or exchanged. In identifying said surplus
lands, the department shall give priority to those lands not having high recreation or conservation values, and those having the
greatest assessed valuations. Although the department shall immediately begin to identify the parcels of surplus lands to be sold, the
department shall offer the lands for sale in a manner designed to maximize the amounts received over a reasonable period of time.

(2) The department is authorized to sell surplus additional former canal lands if they are determined to be unnecessary to the
effective provision of the type of recreational opportunities and conservation activities for which the greenway was created.

History.—s. 51, ch. 93-213; s. 83, ch. 94-356; s. 5, ch. 2003-394.

253.7824 Sale of products; proceeds.—The Department of Environmental Protection may authorize the removal and sale of
products from the land where environmentally appropriate, the proceeds from which shall be deposited into the appropriate trust fund
in accordance with the same disposition provided under s. 253.0341 applicable to the sale of land.

History.—s. 52, ch. 93-213; s. 7, ch. 99-205; s. 17, ch. 2015-229; s. 34, ch. 2016-233.



253.7825 Recreational uses.—

(1)  The Cross Florida Greenways State Recreation and Conservation Area must be managed as a multiple-use area pursuant to s.
253.034(2)(a), and as provided in this section. Future site-specific studies and investigations must be conducted by the department to
determine compatibility with, and potential for adverse impact to, existing natural resources, need for the facility, the availability of
other alternative locations with reduced adverse impacts to existing natural resources, and the proper specific sites and locations for
the more comprehensive and complex facilities. Furthermore, it is appropriate, with the approval of the department, to allow more
fishing docks, boat launches, and other user-oriented facilities to be developed and maintained by local governments.

(2) Indetermining appropriate recreational uses of greenways lands, the promotion and development of resources-based activities
shall be given priority consideration, although user-oriented activities shall not be arbitrarily prohibited when site-specific studies
indicate compatibility of the proposed use with natural or cultural resources.

(3) For purposes of this section, “user-oriented activities” are those which can be provided in a variety of locations and include such
activities as golf, tennis, baseball, archery, target shooting, and playground activities. “Resources-based” activities are dependent on
some particular element or combination of elements in the natural or cultural environment and include such activities as fishing,
camping, hunting, boating, bicycling, nature study, horseback riding, visiting historical sites, and hiking.

(4)(@) A horse park-agricultural center may be constructed by or on behalf of the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services on not more than 500 acres of former canal lands.

(b) A multipurpose visitor center may be constructed in conjunction with the horse park-agricultural center on lands dedicated for
the horse park-agricultural center.

(c) Resources-based recreational activities associated with the horse park-agricultural center, including, but not limited to,
recreational trails, trails for endurance or competitive riding, steeplechase, and other related activities may be permitted within the
greenways boundary. The greenways managing entity shall retain jurisdiction over such activities occurring within the greenways
boundary.

(d) Those activities and structures associated with the horse park-agricultural center which are determined by the greenways
managing entity to be inappropriate uses of greenways lands shall be sited on lands outside the greenways boundary.

(e) The Legislature finds that the proposed horse park-agricultural center constitutes a public-private partnership project entitling
the state to share in the profits generated from the horse park-agricultural center, in lieu of the payment of lease fees.

History.—s. 53, ch. 93-213; s. 84, ch. 94-356; s. 5, ch. 97-164; s. 11, ch. 99-247; s. 38, ch. 99-397; s. 58, ch. 2010-102.

253.7827 Transportation and utility crossings of greenways lands.—

(1)  The Legislature recognizes that from time to time it may be necessary to serve statewide public needs by allowing transportation
and utility uses to cross the greenways lands. When these crossings are needed, the location and design should consider and mitigate
the impact on environmental resources, and the value of the land shall be paid based on fair market value.

(2) Infurtherance of previous legislative decisions and policy, the Legislature recognizes the need for the Lebanon Station-to-
Wildwood Turnpike toll road extension and the need for it to cross greenways lands at the intersection of State Road 200 and State
Road 484. The Department of Transportation shall pay fair compensation for the lands needed to accomplish the crossing of
greenways lands and shall mitigate the impacts of the crossing to the extent practical.

(3) Furthermore, the Legislature recognizes the needs expressed by Marion County to provide for the southerly extension of Sixtieth
Avenue between State Road 200 and Interstate 75 and for the extension to cross the greenways lands to allow for the orderly growth
and development of Marion County. Right-of-way for this extension across greenways lands shall be designed to mitigate the impacts
to the extent practical, and the value of such lands shall be paid based on fair market value.

History.—s. 55, ch. 93-213; s. 1, ch. 2013-231.

253.7828 Impairment of use or conservation by agencies prohibited.—All agencies of the state, water management districts, and
local governments shall recognize the special character of the lands and waters designated by the state as the Cross Florida Greenways
State Recreation and Conservation Area and shall not take any action which will impair its use and conservation.

History.—s. 60, ch. 93-213; s. 14, ch. 2015-30.

253.783 Expenditures for acquisition of land for a canal connecting the waters of the Atlantic Ocean with the Gulf of America
via the St. Johns River prohibited.—The department shall make no expenditures for the purpose of acquiring land for constructing,
operating, or promoting a canal across the peninsula of Florida connecting the waters of the Atlantic Ocean with the waters of the Gulf
of America via the St. Johns River.

History.—ss. 4,16, ch. 79-167; ss. 2, 5, ch. 84-287; ss. 1, 4, ch. 85-302; ss. 3, 10, ch. 90-328; s. 1, ch. 92-116; s. 59, ch. 93-213; s. 87, ch. 94-356; s. 848, ch. 95-148; s. 3, ch. 97-
259; 5.9, ch. 99-205; s. 2, ch. 2013-231; s. 35, ch. 2025-8.

253.784 Contracts.—The department shall have the power and authority to enter into any and all contracts necessary or convenient
to the exercise of any of the powers granted to the department by this act. The department is authorized to assign, transfer, and convey
to the United States, or to any appropriate agency thereof, such assets, franchises, and property, or interests therein, of the department,
including lands, easements, and rights-of-way acquired by the state, and to accept moneys for the same as may be necessary or
convenient to the exercise of such powers consistent with this act. The department is authorized to receive by dedication, grant, or
transfer any fee or less-than-fee lands owned by the United States Army Corps of Engineers. The department is authorized to enter into
agreements with the Federal Government for restoration of areas or receipt of funds for restoration of areas in and around Lake
Rousseau, the Cross Florida Barge Canal right-of-way from Lake Rousseau to the Withlacoochee River, the Withlacoochee River, and
the Cross Florida Barge Canal right-of-way from the eastern boundary of the expanded Ocala National Forest to the St. Johns River.

History.—ss. 6, 16, ch. 79-167; s. 5, ch. 84-287; s. 88, ch. 94-356.

253.785 Liberal construction of act.—It is intended that the provisions of this act shall be liberally construed for accomplishing the
work authorized and provided for or intended to be provided for by this act, and when strict construction would result in the defeat of
the accomplishment of any part of the work authorized by this act, and a liberal construction would permit or assist in the
accomplishment thereof, the liberal construction shall be chosen.

History.—ss. 10, 16, ch. 79-167; s. 5, ch. 84-287.

253.80 Murphy Act lands; costs and attorney fees for quieting title.—No costs or attorney fees of any party adverse to the state
may be charged to the state in any proceeding to quiet title in any person to lands the title to which vested in the state under the
provisions of chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937.

History.—s. 1, ch. 72-268; s. 1, ch. 75-269; s. 52, ch. 77-104; s. 89, ch. 79-400; s. 1, ch. 84-197.

Note.—Former s.197.361.

97



253.81 Murphy Act; tax certificates barred.—The right to apply for a tax deed or to institute other action for recovery on, or
enforcement of, tax sale certificates, and subsequent and omitted taxes in connection therewith, that were sold and assigned under
the provisions of chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937, commmonly known as the Murphy Act, and which certificates are held by private
holders, natural or corporate, partnership, trustee, estate of deceased person, or other person or persons under disability, or otherwise,
shall be deemed and held to be barred by this section from and after midnight June 30, 1956.

History.—s. 1, ch. 29794, 1955; ss. 1, 2, ch. 69-55; s. 1, ch. 72-268; s. 1, ch. 84-197.

Note.—Former ss. 192.351, 197.325, 197.366.

253.82 Title of state or private owners to Murphy Act lands.—

(M(@) The interest of the state in any land which was acquired by the state under chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937, but which is
listed on a county tax assessment roll as being owned by a person other than the state and on which ad valorem taxes have been paid
at least since January 1, 1971, is hereby released to such person. The rights that are released under this subsection are all rights in the
land, including state-held subsurface rights.

(b)  Upon request by any person, the county tax collector shall record in the official records of the county in which the land is located
a certificate that the taxes have been paid since January 1, 1971, by the landowner or the landowner’s predecessor in title, if in fact the
taxes have been paid. Such certificate is conclusive evidence of that fact.

(2)(@) The title to any land which was acquired by the state under chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937, except those parcels which
have been sold, conveyed, dedicated, or released by the state pursuant to subsection (1), is hereby vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

(b) Land to which title is vested in the board of trustees by paragraph (a) shall be treated in the same manner as other
nonsovereignty lands owned by the board. However, any parcel of land the title to which is vested in the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Trust Fund pursuant to this section which is 10 acres or less in size and has a market value of $250,000 or less is
hereby declared surplus, except for lands determined to be needed for state use, and may be sold in any manner provided by law. All
proceeds from the sale of such land shall be deposited into the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. The Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund is authorized to adopt rules to implement the provisions of this subsection.

() The holder of a claim or lien against land vested in the board of trustees by paragraph (a), including a municipality or special
taxing district, has until October 1, 1985, to institute suit in a court of competent jurisdiction to establish or enforce the claim or lien. The
failure to institute suit by October 1,1985, is conclusive evidence of abandonment of the claim or lien, and such claim or lien will become
unenforceable. This paragraph shall not operate to revive any claim or lien previously extinguished by operation of law.

(3) Any person who has a claim to Murphy Act lands based upon a defect in a deed executed by the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund has until October 1,1985, to institute suit in a court of competent jurisdiction to establish the claim, or it will be
forever barred.

(4) This section does not affect marketability of title established pursuant to chapter 712 prior to October 1,1984.

(5) This section does not affect the validity of previous conveyances of Murphy Act lands by the board of trustees or previous
reservations or restrictions in such conveyances made prior to July 1,1991.

History.—s. 2, ch. 84-197; s. 6, ch. 91-56; s. 144, ch. 95-148; s. 5, ch. 2001-275; s. 8, ch. 2008-229.

253.83 Construction of recodification.—The recodification of the sections relating to chapter 18296, Laws of Florida, 1937, by
chapters 72-268 and 84-197, Laws of Florida, shall not serve to reinstate any right to maintain any action that had expired prior to
October 1,1984.

History.—s. 1, ch. 72-268; s. 3, ch. 84-197.

Note.—Former s.197.391.

253.86 Management and use of state-owned or other uplands; rulemaking authority.—

(1) The Office of Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas of the Department of Environmental Protection shall have the authority to
promulgate rules to govern the management and use of state-owned or other uplands assigned to it for management. Such rules may
include, but shall not be limited to, establishing prohibited activities or restrictions on activities, consistent with the purposes for which
the lands were acquired, designated, or dedicated, and charging fees for use of lands. All fees collected shall be used for the
management of uplands managed by the office.

(2) Any person violating or otherwise failing to comply with the rules adopted under this section commits a noncriminal violation as
defined in s. 775.08(3), punishable by fine, not to exceed $500 per violation.

History.—s. 6, ch. 2001-275.

253.87 Inventory of state, federal, and local government conservation lands by the Department of Environmental Protection.

(1) By July1,2018, the department shall include in the Florida State-Owned Lands and Records Information System (FL-SOLARIS)
database all federally owned conservation lands in the state, all lands on which the Federal Government retains a permanent
conservation easement in the state, and all lands on which the state retains a permanent conservation easement. The department shall
update the database at least every 5 years.

(2) By July1,2018, for counties and municipalities, and by July 1, 2019, for financially disadvantaged small commmunities, as defined in
s. 403.1838, and at least every 5 years thereafter, respectively, each county, municipality, and financially disadvantaged small community
shall identify all conservation lands that it owns in fee simple and all lands on which it retains a permanent conservation easement and
submit, in @ manner determined by the department, a list of such lands to the department. Within 6 months after receiving such list,
the department shall add such lands to the FL-SOLARIS database.

(3) ByJanuary1,2018, the department shall conduct a study and submit a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the technical and economic feasibility of including the following lands in the FL-
SOLARIS database or a similar public lands inventory:

(@) Alllands on which local comprehensive plans, land use restrictions, zoning ordinances, or land development regulations prohibit
the land from being developed or limit the amount of development to one unit per 40 or more acres.

(b)  All publicly and privately owned lands for which development rights have been transferred.

(c) All privately owned lands under a permanent conservation easement.

(d) All lands owned by a nonprofit or nongovernmental organization for conservation purposes.

(e) Alllands that are part of a mitigation bank.

History.—s. 14, ch. 2016-233.

253.90 Southeast Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area.—There is established the Southeast Florida Coral Reef
Ecosystem Conservation Area. The conservation area shall consist of the sovereignty submerged lands and state waters offshore of
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Broward, Martin, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties from the St. Lucie Inlet to the northern boundary of the Biscayne National
Park.
History.—s. 1, ch. 2018-30.
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C, CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Intent. The C, Conservation District, is designed to:

1)
Protect persons and private property from the hazards of flood water
inundation and to protect the community from costs which are incurred when
urban development occurs in flood plains; and

(2)

Conserve important natural and historic resources for ecological purposes
and for the enjoyment and education of future residents.

Permitted uses.
Fishing and picnicking
Nature trails and exhibits

Park ranger residence, State of Florida or Volusia County. The structure may be
occupied by only one State of Florida or Volusia County Park Ranger and his
family. Said ranger must be a state certified law enforcement officer. The
structure shall be built in accordance with the requirements of the R-2,
Single-Family Residential District in this LDR.

Public and private parks

Public utility lines and utility facilities

Silvicultural operations which follow state-prescribed best management practices
Permitted accessory uses.

Incidental uses

Recreation facilities related to the permitted uses

Special exceptions.

Fishing, hunting or nonprofit organizations camps

Riding stables

Dimensional requirements.

Minimum lot size.
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Area: 20,000 square feet

Depth: 200 feet

Width: 100 feet

Minimum yard size.

Front yard: 40 feet, or as required per [sub]section 504.01M. of this LDR
Rear yard: 30 feet

Side yard: Ten feet

Minimum setback from wetlands.

Any jurisdictional wetland line: 25 feet towards upland

Maximum building coverage. The total area covered with buildings on any lot
shall not exceed 30 percent of the total lot area.

Maximum impervious coverage. The total area covered with impervious
materials on any lot shall not exceed 35 percent of the total lot area.

Maximum principal building height. 35 feet above finished grade.

Landscaping. Landscaped buffer area(s) as defined in this LDR shall be required at
property lines as follows:

1)
All front property lines; and
(2)
Along side or rear lot line abutting a residentially zoned lot.

Visibility at intersections. Visibility at intersections shall be provided as required in
this LDR.

Off-street parking. Off-street parking shall be provided as required in this LDR.

Building projections. There shall be no building projections into any required yard
except for eaves with a maximum projection of 42 inches, but no closer than five feet to a
property line; and those structures allowed in [sub]section 804.03.

101



	Turnbull Creek Land Preservation Committee Agenda
	Cover Page
	Resolution 29-18 Bond Referendum.pdf
	2018-11-06 Sample-Ballot w Turnbull Referendum.pdf
	Acquired Properties.pdf
	FCT#18-021-ff19 Turnbull Creek Watershed Preservation Project.pdf
	259 F.S. - Land Acquisitions for Conservation or Recreaton.pdf
	253 F.S. - State Lands.pdf
	City Conservation Zoning.pdf



