
AGENDA
POWELL TREE BOARD

2409 STATE ROUTE 750 W
POWELL, OHIO 43065

BENNETT FARM PARK
MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2026

2:00 PM

  
*. NOTE: THIS IS A WORKING MEETING FOR THE TREE BOARD MEMBERS TO VISIT

BENNETT PARK AND THE PLANNED SHARED USE PATH LAYOUT.  IT IS RECOMMENDED
FOR PARTICIPANTS TO WEAR LONG PANTS, SHIRTS, AND CLOSED TOED SHOES FOR
SAFETY AND TICK PREVENTION. 

  
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
  
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
   
 a. Approval of the minutes from the Tree Board meeting held on May 26, 2026. 
 tree-board_minutes_summary 05.26.2026.pdf
  
3. NEW BUSINESS
   
 a. Welcome New Members

Elliott Schaffer
Keith Gooch

   
 b. Tour of Bennett Farm Park Shared Use Path
 Tick Prevention.pdf
  
4. OTHER BUSINESS
  
5. ADJOURNMENT
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TREE BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 
MAY 26, 2026 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Chairman Leif Carlson called the May 26, 2026 Tree Board meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.  Committee 
members present included  Melissa Hindman, Jonathan Davis, Lance Austin, and Chairman Leif Carlson, 
Council Representative. Staff present included Elaine McCloskey, City Clerk, Jason Nahvi, Human 
Resources Director; and Charles Dukes, Public Service Director.  
 

2. OATH OF OFFICE 
 
City Council Clerk Elaine McCloskey issued the oath of offices for Melissa Hindman, Jonathan Davis, Lance 
Austin and Chairman Leif Carlson.  

 
3. INTRODUCTION OF TREE BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Chairman Leif Carlson provided an introduction of himself and that he is a Council Representative for the 
City and he looks forward to making sure the Powell Tree City USA designation remains active. 
 
Melissa Hindman, Recreation Manager, introduced herself and explained that she oversees the 
maintenance, programming, special events in Powell since November 2021.  Prior to that she was with the 
City of Worthington for almost 26 years.  Melissa Hindman prepares the application every year for Tree City 
USA.  
 
Lance Austin, Maintenance Specialist, said he is a boot on the ground employee and does a majority of the 
tree related work and landscaping.  Prior to being in the City, he worked for the City of Dublin in the Forestry 
Department.  He looks forward to interacting with the community and improving the tree program.  
 
Jonathan Davis, Maintenance Specialist, has been with the City for almost three years.  He has a degree 
from Ohio State University in Natural Resource Management and Parks and Recreation.  He also worked 
previously for the City of Dublin in their tree program.   

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Discussion on future topics for consideration 
 
Chairman Leif Carlson said from a council perspective, he discussed the meeting requirement for Tree 
City USA. He recommended  that this Board attend the tour of the Bennett Farm with the Operations 
Committee to view the placement of the path and how it will be placed with the trees and landscaping. 
He also said it would be interesting to have remote meetings onsite and look at areas like Bennet Park 
and Lechler Building renovations. He discussed that the Lechler Building had an area that was full of 
native grass and planting and at one time this was placed there with a purpose, but he feels it has been 
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lost throughout the time.  He said this Board could look at the area and help make some 
recommendations for the park area and provide guidance to the City on some of the bigger projects 
taking place related to trees and plantings.   
 
Melissa Hindman discussed that she would like to touch base with the Board on Eagle Scout projects. 
She reported that she was recently contacted by an Eagle Scout who is interested in doing a pollinator 
garden as his project. She would like the board to give some guidance on placement of the garden 
and discussed the opportunity for future Eagle Scouts to do plantings and invasive species clearing.  
She recommended that they be able to present their plans and concepts to this Board for review. She 
discussed having this request at a future meeting.  
 
Melissa Hindman also discussed the planning of the annual Arbor Day celebration.  She said this is a 
event typically planned with the Tree Board in other communities. She noted that the Arbor Day 
celebration is not always on Arbor Day and sometimes is in conjunction with Earth Day.  This year’s 
celebration was interrupted due to dangerous weather conditions and hail, but staff were able to get a 
tree planted for Arbor Day.  She said that staff in the past have partnered with the Girl Scouts or 
Scouting American.  
 
Jonathan Davis discussed that he had started a list of operational pain points and that moving forward 
this list can be added to.  He said he wants to look at trees in general and what is going on in the City 
and what is needed.  
 
Councilmember Leif Carlson discussed that he also thinks about sidewalks and the cost of 
replacement.  
 
Public Service Director Charles Dukes said from a snow and ice perspective there is a need for a policy 
to address trees that are overgrown over the road.  He said this impacts the ability to perform tasks for 
snow removal and getting near the curb area.  Due to the tree canopy they are often six or seven feet 
out from the curb when plowing. He said there are trees that have not been pruned in a long time.  
 
Lance Austin discussed that any tree in the right a way, they need to be able to get a better grip on 
because a lot have not been touched since they were planted and they cause a nuisance, not just on 
the street side, but towards the sidewalk.  The trees can become difficult for people walking or riding 
their bikes.  He reiterated the sidewalk side is just as important as a focus area to make sure there is 
proper clearance.   
 
Councilmember Leif Carlson discussed the use of partnering with the Columbus Zoo in the past for 
pruning and the Zoo would use the materials to feed the animals. Public Service Director Charles 
Dukes discussed that the Columbus Zoo is working with the City to remove the bamboo planted in 
Bennett Park. It was discussed reaching out to them to see if there was an interest from the Columbus 
Zoo in working together in other areas.  Councilmember Leif Carlson discussed that there was a line 
item added to the budget for invasive removal.  It may not have been enough, but he discussed using 
the Board to help look at the budget and make recommendations.  
 
Melissa Hindman discussed having the board help with organizing clean up events at parks and 
organizing volunteers for invasive species clean up days.  

 
b. Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22 (G)(1) Personnel - to consider the appointment for boards and 

commissions. 
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MOTION: Melissa Hindman moved to enter executive session pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22 (G)(1) Personnel - to consider the appointment for boards and commissions. Lance Austin 
seconded. Motion passed. 

 
VOTE: Y-4 N-0 AB-0 
 
The Tree Board entered executive session pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22 (G)(1) 
Personnel - to consider the appointment for boards and commissions at 10:48 a.m.  Members present 
included Melissa Hindman, Jonathan Davis, Lance Austin, and Chairman Leif Carlson, Council 
Representative. Staff present included Jason Nahvi, Human Resources Director; and Charles Dukes, 
Public Service Director. The Board invited individually Elliott Schaffer and Brooke Moree to participate 
in executive session. The Tree Board returned to open session at 11:49 p.m.  

 
5. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
There were no other items of discussion held by the Tree Board.  

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOTION:  Chairman Leif Carlson moved to adjourn the meeting. Melissa Hindman seconded. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 11:51 p.m. 

 
 VOTE:  Y - 4 N - 0 AB-0  

_____________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Leif Carlson,  Date Elaine McCloskey, Date 
Chairman   Clerk   
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