
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION AGENDA

Thursday, February 8, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.

SOUTH GATE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
8650 CALIFORNIA AVE
SOUTH GATE CA 90280

DIAL IN NUMBER: 1-669-900-6833
MEETING ID: 815 9998 7369 

HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/81599987369

TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION PRESS *9 TO RAISE YOUR
HAND, THEN WHEN INSTRUCTED
PRESS *6 TO UNMUTE YOURSELF

Officials
Chair: Alan Flores
Vice Chair: Lizette Ruiz
Secretary: Jennifer Cypert
Commissioner: Edgar Pelayo
Commissioner: Adolfo Varas
Parks & Recreation Director: Steve Costley

Call to Order

Flag Salute

Roll Call

Meeting Compensation Disclosure
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54952.3: Disclosure of compensation for meeting
attendance by the Parks & Recreation Commissioners is $75 per meeting.
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Report on Posting
I, Ana Medina, Parks & Recreation Sr. Secretary, certify that a true and correct copy of the
foregoing Meeting Agenda was properly posted on February 1, 2024 at 5:30 p.m., as required
by law. 

Ana Medina, Parks & Recreation Sr. Secretary 

Approval of Meeting Minutes of  November 9, 2023 & December 14, 2023
Recommended Motion: To approve the minutes as presented

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of  November 9, 2023 & December 14,
2023
Recommended Motion: To approve the minutes as presented

Documents:

Regular Meeting Minutes 11-09-23.pdf
Regular Meeting Minutes 12-14-23.pdf

Public Comment
During this time, members of the public or staff may address the Parks & Recreation
Commission regarding any items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission.
Comments from the audience will be limited to three minutes per speaker; unless authorized
by the Commission Chair, the time limit may not be extended by utilizing another member's
time. There will be no debate or action on items not listed on the agenda unless authorized by
law. NOTE: Obscene language, comments intended to disrupt or interfere with the progress of
the meeting, or slanderous comments will not be tolerated and may result in ejection and/or
may constitute a violation of South Gate Municipal Code Section 1.04.110. 

Presentation

Open Session Items

1. ELECTIONS AND REORGANIZATION
Recommended Motion: The Commission is to nominate and approve a Chair, Vice Chair,
and Secretary for the coming year.

Documents:

02-08-24 ITEM 1 STAFF REPORT.pdf

2. GROUNDS & PARKS FACILITY MAINTENANCE 2ND QUARTER REVIEW FY
2023/24
Recommended Motion: Motion to receive and file

Documents:

02-08-24 ITEM 2 STAFF REPORT.pdf

3. RECREATION PROGRAMING 2ND QUARTER REVIEW FY 2023/24
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2404647/Regular_Meeting_Minutes_11-09-23.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2404648/Regular_Meeting_Minutes_12-14-23.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2404560/02-08-24_ITEM_1_STAFF_REPORT.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2404576/02-08-24_ITEM_2_STAFF_REPORT.pdf


Recommended Motion: Motion to receive and file

Documents:

02-08-24 ITEM 3 STAFF REPORT.pdf

Director's Report/Calendar of Events

Parks & Recreation Commission Sub-Committee Reports

Request for Items on Future Agendas

Adjournment
Materials related to an item on the Agenda submitted to the Parks & Recreation Commission
after distribution of the agenda packet, are available for public inspection in the City Clerk's
Office, 8650 California Avenue, South Gate, California 90280. Telephone: 323.563.951 0, Fax:
323.563.5411, City website, www .cityofsouthgate.org 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to
participate in the Parks & Recreation Commission Meetings, please contact the Parks
Administration office, 323.357.9645. Notification 48 hours prior to the Meeting will enable the
City to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility. 
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 South Gate Parks & Recreation Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
November 9, 2023 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Flores called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
FLAG SALUTE - by Vice Chair Ruiz 

 
ROLL CALL - by Ana Medina, Sr. Secretary 
Present: Chair Alan Flores, Vice Chair Lizette Ruiz, Commissioners Edgar Pelayo and Adolfo Varas. 
Secretary Jennifer Cypert had an excused absence. 
Staff: Director Steve Costley, Deputy Director Tina Fierro, and Parks Superintendent Glenn Massey 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR:  SEPTEMBER 14, 2023: 
Recommended Motion: Motion to approve the minutes as presented 
M/S/C: Vice Chair Ruiz/Commissioner Varas ; a roll call vote was taken, and motion was unanimously 
approved 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
RECOGNIZED: Mario Dominguez, SG resident asked how dog feces were handled at the Parks.  Director 
Costley explained there are bag stations throughout South Gate & Hollydale Regional Parks. 

PRESENTATION:  ART IN PUBLIC PLACES APPLICATION UPDATE 
Director Costley introduced representatives from TPL; showing the two new fonts for the mural. 
 
OPEN SESSION ITEMS 
1. ART IN PUBLIC PLACES APPLICATION UPDATE 
Recommended Motion: Discuss the proposed lettering font and provide direction for staff or TPL to 
either forward the Commission’s recommendation to the project manager or return to artist for changes. 
M/S/C: Commissioner Varas/Commissioner Pelayo; a roll call vote was taken; motion unanimously 
approved. 
Director Costley reviewed this item and reminded the Commission the mural was approved at the last 
meeting today is only to discuss the font; he then introduced the TPL representatives; a discussion ensued.  
A motion was made to approve option #2 and forward on to City Council. 
RECOGNIZED: Mario Dominguez, SG resident voiced his opinions on the designs, colors, and font for the 
mural for the Art in Public Places Update and wanted the item brought back to change the mural. 

2. RECREATION DIVISION – 1ST QUARTER REPORT FY 2023/24 
Recommended Motion: Motion to receive and file 
M/S/C: Vice Chair Ruiz/Commissioner Varas; a roll call vote was taken; motion unanimously approved. 
Deputy Dir. Fierro reviewed this item; a discussion ensued. 
Commissioner Varas is excited to hear how good things are going.  Vice Chair Ruiz congratulated staff on 
the LA84 grant. Offered her help on getting the word out on events; Director Costley explained that a 
Marketing Coordinator has been hired to help with social media.  Chair Flores thanked staff for the 
report. 
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3. GROUNDS & FACILITY DIVISION 1st  QUARTER REPORT FY 2023(24 
Recommended Motion: Motion to receive and file 
M/S/C: Commissioner Pelayo/Commissioner Varas; a roll call vote was taken; motion unanimously 
approved. 
Parks Supt. Massey reviewed this item, he explained that during this time of the year staff concentrates 
on routine maintenance. Vice Chair Ruiz noticed the tree trimming, good job.  Chair Flores stated he 
appreciates how clean the park is especially after events.  A discussion ensued. 
RECOGNIZED: Mario Dominguez, SG resident asked what kind of tree is in Triangle Park and would like to 
see a turkey giveaway.  Parks Supt. Massey replied that he doesn’t remember the name of tree. 

 
4. PARK SECURITY UPDATE 
Recommended Motion: Motion to receive and file 
M/S/C: Commissioner Varas/Vice Chair Ruiz; a roll call vote was taken; motion was unanimously 
approved. 
Parks Supt. Massey reviewed this item.  Commissioner Pelayo has noticed changes in the Park and has 
seen CSOs & Executive Management in the Park.  Commissioner Varas stated that safety is his main 
concern.  Homelessness is a number one issue, thank you to staff for addressing these issues.   
RECOGNIZED: Mario Dominguez, SG resident asked if the CSOs can give tickets, Director Costley 
responded, yes. 

 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT / CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Director Costley:  Thank you for judging the Halloween Costume contests; it took twelve minutes to get 
everyone in the gate.  The Fencing Project preconstruction meeting was today; work will start December 
11.  Different areas will be closed a a time.  Goals and objectives will be brought to the Commission in 
December’s meeting.  Meet the new City Manager, Ron Huston, on November 11 at 4pm at the Civic 
Center.  Pageant of the Trees is December 2 at 4pm. 
 
Deputy Dir. Fierro:  The Art Walk was October 14; Senator Rendon presented a check for 2.7 million that  
will go towards a couple of projects.  On October 22 the Aquatics staff will host the first Pumpkin Plunge  
event.  Family Day in the Park will be held November 4; Special Olympics will be the same day in a 
different area of the Park. November 11 at 11 am will be the Veteran’s Day Event.  5-on-5 Ball’n After 
Dark event will  be November 22.  On December 5 will be the Winter Wonderland Event and Tree Lighting 
along with the PD’s Feliz Navidad event.  And lastly on December 9 is Breakfast with Santa. 

 
Parks Supt. Massey:  Staff is working with Tree People of Los Angeles to plant trees in City parks.  We 
have received the flail mower that will be used primarily in Hollydale Regional Park. 

 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Commissioner Varas: Thank you to staff, had a wonderful time at the Halloween event, great job. 
 
Vice Chair Ruiz: Judging the Halloween event was hard; enjoyed the Art Walk event. 
 
Commissioner Pelayo: Was sorry he missed the Halloween event. 
 
Chair Flores:  Got there late but enjoyed it anyway.  Sofive is doing changes, is it possible for them to do a 
presentation;  Director Costley replied he will ask them, but we don’t have any authority over them. 
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REQUEST FOR ITEMS ON FUTURE AGENDAS -  A presentation by Sofive. 

ADJOURNMENT - At 8:30 p.m. Chair Flores asked for a motion to adjourn. 
M/S/C: Vice Chair Ruiz/Commissioner Varas.  

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
 
 

 

Jennifer Cypert, Secretary 
Parks & Recreation Commission 
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South Gate Parks & Recreation Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 14, 2023 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Flores called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.   
 
FLAG SALUTE - by Commissioner Varas 
 
ROLL CALL - by Ana Medina, Sr. Secretary 
Present: Chair Alan Flores and Commissioners Edgar Pelayo and Adolfo Varas.    Chair Flores Vice Chair 
Lizette Ruiz and Secretary  Jennifer Cypert had  excused absences. 
Staff: Director Steve Costley, Deputy Director Tina Fierro, and Parks Superintendent Glenn Massey 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
OPEN SESSION ITEMS 
 
1. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE DIVISION ANNUAL REPORT 
Recommended Motion:  Motion to receive and file. 
M/S/C: Commissioner Varas/Commissioner Pelayo; a roll call vote was taken, and motion was unanimously 
approved.  
Parks Supt. Massey reviewed this item; Staff repaired the irrigation system and planted 300 Lantana plants 
adjacent to the riverbank at Hollydale Regional Park.  A total of seven trees were removed due to disease 
and/or structural failure, over 40 trees were planted in their stead. Chair Flores asked how new trees are 
protected; Parks Supt. Massey explained that staff tries to protect them but sometimes they do die or 
broken, that’s why 40 trees were planted.  A discussion ensued. 
 
2. GOALS AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024/25 
Recommended Motion: Approve the proposed Goals and Performance Measures for FY 2024/25. 
M/S/C: Commissioner Varas/Commissioner Pelayo; a roll call vote was taken, and motion was unanimously 
approved. 
Director Costley explained this item; this is part of the yearly budget process presented to the 
Commissioners to show what staff will be working on in the coming fiscal year.  A discussion ensued.   
 
3. ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN 
Recommended Motion: Approve the proposed Goals and Performance Measures for FY 2024/25. 
M/S/C: Commissioner Pelayo/ Commissioner Varas; a roll call vote was taken, and motion was 
unanimously approved. 
Director Costley explained this item.  Since this Master Plan is 15 years old and much of it has been 
implemented Council would like staff to start the process for a new one this upcoming year.  A discussion 
ensued. 
 
DIRECTOR'S REPORT / CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Director Costley:   Rotary hosted the annual Thanksgiving Luncheon on Thanksgiving day, Pageant of the 
Trees was once again a big success as was Breakfast with Santa.  The Winter Wonderland event was  highly 
successful with an estimated attendance of 3,000.  The park will be closed for the holidays with the Golf 
Course and Sports Center being open.  Will be going on vacation for three weeks starting tomorrow. 
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Deputy Dir. Fierro:  Veteran’s Day event was well attended and hats and medals were handed out to the 
attending veterans.  People really enjoyed the snow sledding at the Winter Wonderland event; Breakfast 
with Santa was again a very good event with 400 in attendance.  The Christmas Parade and Santa’s Village 
toy give-away was enjoyed by all who attended.  Surfing with Santa will be this Saturday the pool. 
 
Parks Supt. Massey:  Both Grounds and Facility Maintenance staff assisted at all the special events; 
Grounds staff have worked on the diamonds, Diamond 1 is getting new sod.  The tree trimming has been 
completed at SG Park. 
 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Chair Flores: Good job in getting the word out and having great turnout.  Thank you to staff for how well 
they clean up the park after the events.  Happy Holidays to everyone. 
 
Commissioner Pelayo:  Wish everyone Happy Holidays 
 
Commissioner Varas: All the Centennial events have been great, thanks to staff for their hard work. 
 
REQUEST FOR ITEMS ON FUTURE AGENDAS - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT - At 8:40 p.m. Chair Flores asked for a motion to adjourn.   
M/S/C: Commissioner Varas/Commissioner Pelayo 
 
Respectfully submitted:   
 
 
 
 
       
Jennifer Cypert, Secretary  
Parks & Recreation Commission 
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Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

February 8, 2023 
 

STAFF REPORT ITEM No. 1 
 

 

To:  Honorable Parks & Recreation Commission 
From:  Tina Fierro, Interim Parks & Recreation Director 
Date:  January 24, 2024 
 
Subject: Reorganization 
 
Recommended Motion: The Commission must nominate and approve a Chair, Vice-
Chair, and Secretary for the coming year. 
 
Report Summary: As has been the practice of the Commission, each May, at the 
regular Commission meeting, nominations and elections are held to appoint a new 
Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary for the Commission for the coming year.  This year in 
keeping with the State Elections the reorganization has been moved to December. 
Normally, these positions become effective immediately 
 
The Chair should solicit nominations from the members present, beginning with 
nominations for Chair.  Once all commissioners have had the opportunity to make a 
nomination for each position, discussion should be allowed and a vote, confirming the 
appointments slate is made.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
:am 
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Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

February 8, 2024 
 

STAFF REPORT ITEM No. 2 
 

 

To:    Honorable Parks & Recreation Commission  

From:  Glenn Massey, Parks Superintendent  

Date:   January 22, 2024  

Subject: Grounds & Parks Facility Maintenance - 2nd Quarter Review FY 

2023/24  
  

Recommended Motion: Motion to Receive and File 

 

Grounds Maintenance 
During this quarter we hosted the Halloween event, Winter Wonderland at City Hall, and 
the Christmas Parade. At the end of the parade on lot number three we set up the Show 
Mobile for Santas Village. Everything went according to plan, staff picked up trash 
during the event and there was no major impact to the Boy’s Scout Area.  
 
We continue to host monthly food giveaways for the community at two locations, one at 
Circle Park and the other at Hollydale Regional Park.  
 
Tree trimming was completed at South Gate Park and the landscape project adjacent to 
the Tot Lot at Hollydale Park was also completed. Baseball diamond number 9 and 2 
were renovated during this quarter 
 
Staff continue servicing and beautifying over 190 acres of park land on a daily basis. 

 

Park Facility Maintenance 

Parks Facility Maintenance along with Grounds staff set up and hosted Halloween 
event, Rotary Club Thanksgiving Dinner, Winter Wonderland at City Hall, Breakfast with 
Santa, Christmas Parade, and Pageant of Trees.  
 
During this quarter we promoted Francisco Muñoz from Park Facility Maintenance 

Worker to Park Facility Maintenance Lead Worker. He is assigned Thursday to Sunday, 
to cover weekend events.  
 

Due to the high use of SG Park, Staff continues to do a third daily inspection and 
cleaning, in the late afternoon to our outdoor restrooms. 
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We have continued the use of Electrostatic Disinfecting Equipment for more coverage in 
our cleaning and disinfecting efforts for both indoor and outdoor restroom facilities, 
along with a pressure washing program. These disinfecting and cleaning tools will be 
used consistently. Set ups for all events require us to disinfect all tables, chairs, door 
handles, and A/V equipment.  
  
We are in full operation with classes, as well as private rentals, picnics, sports activities, 
and service clubs’ events.  We continue to host monthly food giveaways for the 
community at two locations, one at Circle Park and one at Hollydale Regional Park. 
  
The Community Service Worker program is ongoing; we are still limiting intake to 15 
people maximum per day. 
 
  
Parks are busy with many events, classes, picnics, and sports activities. Although 
pandemic mandates have been lifted, we remain vigilant when addressing the ongoing 
challenges with restroom cleanliness with a routine restroom disinfecting program. This 
includes the use of the C3 Machine to apply disinfectants and cleaners. Once product is 
sprayed, staff scrubs floors, walls, and fixtures to insure sanitary conditions.  
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Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

February 8, 2024 
 

STAFF REPORT ITEM No. 3 
 

 

To:    Honorable Parks & Recreation Commission  

From:  Tina De La Rosa, Interim Director of Parks & Rec.  

Date:   January 22, 2024  

Subject:  Recreation Programing Report – 2nd Quarter Review FY 2023/24  
  

Recommended Motion: Motion to Receive and File 

 

Aquatics 
The second quarter continued with our most popular swim programs and closed with 
exciting new Special Events that are here to stay.  Despite the reduction in hours of 
operation due to daylight savings and colder climate, October-December still witnessed 
a continued commitment by the community to frequent the Patricia G. Mitchell Swim 
Stadium.   
 
Our Learn-To-Swim program instructed over 950 patrons in group, private, and semi-
private classes.  Approximately 605 of them were youth ages 6-17 and 230 were Tiny 
Tots ages 3-5.  Pre-Competitive Swim Class and Junior Water Polo continued their 
success during the second quarter by having close to 70 registrants.  Additionally, staff 
conducted a First Aid/CPR class for 15 community members and 10 staff.  
 
October was an exciting month as the Swim Stadium hosted its first-ever floating 
pumpkin patch, Patti’s Pumpkin Plunge.  There were two sessions available, with each 
session selling out within the first few weeks of advertising.  Registrants had the 
opportunity to pick their pumpkin in the shallow end and then decorate it on the patio 
using the creative art stations that staff constructed.  All in attendance received a goodie 
bag and several prizes were raffled off. 
 
In December, the Patricia G. Mitchell Swim Stadium hosted its inaugural Surfing with 
Santa.  Over 100 people registered for the event.  Activities included arts and crafts, 
snowball fights, surfing in the deep end with Santa’s elves, musical chairs, donut racing 
in the water, and pictures with Santa & Mrs. Claus.  Staff received great reviews and the 
community really enjoyed themselves as was evident with the smiles on everyone’s 
faces.  
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Fitness 
Whether it’s the holidays, or the colder weather, our second quarter has traditionally 
been one of our slowest periods, but this year was different.  Our membership base 
finished strong with just over 4,000 sold/renewed memberships.  Once again, our 
Fitness tier is the most popular, with the Adult category leading the way as usual.  We 
also saw a fifteen percent membership increase in the Senior category, which could be 
attributed to the increase in Yoga and senior Group Exercise classes offered.  
Daily Admissions stayed consistent with very similar numbers to our first quarter.  We 
had 2,979 daily admissions; 1,425 of them coming from adults who play basketball.  Our 
next closest category was teens who paid for basketball court use, which accounted for 
416 daily admissions. 
Our Personal Training program saw an increase, with 285 hours of training conducted.  
The Private, 12-session option continues to be our most popular option.  Our second 
most popular was the Semi-private 16-session option, where members bring a partner 
and participate in a session together.  Semi-private sessions have seen a decrease 
over the past few years, which may have been a result of covid and people wanting to 
distance themselves. 
 
Youth Sports 
The first quarter began with all youth Fundamental sport classes filled to capacity or 
near capacity.  Our core group (basketball, volleyball, baseball, multi-sport, and soccer) 
fundamental classes continue to be popular and provide introductory drills and lessons 
to the aforementioned sports.  Also, the Youth Sports Division held a Soccer Clinic with 
18 registrants.  All participants received technique instruction, individual/team drills, and 
scrimmage play.  At the conclusion of the clinic, everyone was awarded a certificate of 
completion with a sack pack full of soccer swag.  Contract classes (Tennis and Karate) 
remained consistent and near capacity. 
 
Adult Sports: 
Our second quarter of Adult Sports ended with multiple divisions unable to conclude 
due to rain.  Currently, two Men’s Divisions require playoffs; games have been 
postponed multiple weeks in a row.  This season brought in 36 total teams across 6 
divisions who battled weekly for the top spot. Champions were awarded the newly re-
designed Championship hoodies while 2nd place winners received customized insulated 
South Gate water bottles.   
Open play volleyball continues to thrive on Tuesday evenings and brought in 481 drop-
in participants this quarter.  
Our popular BAD (Ballin After Dark) event took place the day before Thanksgiving and 
was a rousing success.  Twelve teams battle through pool play and then a single 
elimination tournament to be the night’s King of the Court.  A new champion was 
crowned, and each team member received an Under Armor basketball bag and plenty 
of ice to aid with the guaranteed 5 games.  We are currently in the recruiting stage for 
the next Men’s and Women’s basketball leagues. 
 
Partner Organizations: 
SG Aztecs have begun off season practices for Football and Cheer. 
SGJAA began their Winter Basketball league with games on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
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Thursdays, and Saturdays.  They are accepting registration for their Spring baseball 
and softball seasons. 
AYSO has concluded their Fall season and are currently taking registrations for the 
spring season. 
 

Social Media: 

Our total followers are now up to 4,785. Last quarter we had 9 posts, and 148 stories.  

We have reached over 10,000 accounts and engaged with 789.  We have hired a 

Recreation Marketing Coordinator to oversee the Social Media Task Force and all social 

media outlets. 

 

Senior Center: 

Our fall season was very active this year as we scheduled and visited multiple sites for 

our community excursions.  October kicked off our fall excursions with 7 scheduled trips 

(Fantasy Springs Casino, The Cheech Museum, Dia de los Muertos at Hollywood 

Forever Cemetery, Morongo Casino, Aquarium of the Pacific, Elf the Musical, and Viejas 

Casino).  Each excursion was a success with all trips being filled at capacity or near 

maximum capacity.  Many of our seniors expressed an interest in having a scheduled 

Loteria time, staff was able to accommodate the request and we now offer drop in 

Loteria play on Tuesday’s.  Yoga was another request that recently came in from our 

seniors, staff was able to secure a new group exercise instructor and yoga is now being 

offered on Monday’s & Thursday’s at 9:00am. Keeping in line with our goals for the year 

of offering monthly socials for our seniors, this quarter started with a Halloween party. 

This event brought a lot of smiles to many faces, our seniors also had the opportunity to 

dress up and act like kids again. Our event consisted of the following: trick or treating, 

raffles. and a costume contest.  Our team also hosted a special Thanksgiving lunch for 

the seniors with light refreshments and pastries, our Blue Jays dance group performed 

and provided great entertainment.  We wrapped up this quarter with our Christmas 

social; our seniors enjoyed goodie bags, eggnog, and raffles.  The celebration did not 

stop there, the party really began when the dance floor opened, and the karaoke began.  

December is a short month, and our facilities close for the holiday break, but HSA 

continued to offer our lunch program for any seniors who attended. 

 

Contract/ Youth Classes: 

Fall contract classes operated as normal with the same classes being offered.  Classes 

worked hard for 8 weeks to learn and perform their routines at our dance recitals.  To 

accommodate all classes, we hosted two recitals: one on Monday, November 20 and 

the other on Tuesday, November 21.  Recitals were held at the Henry C. Gonzalez 

Auditorium from 5:30pm-7:30pm, all dancers were given two tickets and had the 

opportunity to purchase additional tickets if needed. Each night brought in 500 

spectators per show and the children’s faces were priceless.  In addition to the recitals 

our Hip Hop and Mexican Folk classes also performed during the Winter Wonderland 

event.  Our internal programming for youth stayed consistent as all classes were near 

maximum capacity.  Our Tot-Time and Tiny Two classes hosted multiple themed 

14



Page 4 of 5 
 

celebrations in their classrooms with their culminating pajama party/movie day for the 

last day of classes.  Lil Chefs created Halloween inspired recipes with all participants 

enjoying their delicious treats. 

 

Special Events: 

Just like many divisions within our department, Fall was busy. Starting off strong, our 

Parks and Recreation team held their Annual Halloween Haunt. The event took place on 

October 31 from 6-9PM in the large quad in South Gate Park. The event had over 35 

games booths that patrons could play and receive toys and/or candy.   Photo 

opportunities were spread throughout the event so patrons could take photos with their 

friends and family. DJ Gilbert was playing the hottest tunes and had the crowd pumped 

up; we held our costume contests and numerous dance competitions for patrons to 

receive goodie bag prizes. The Halloween Haunt also brought back our children’s 

jumper area with a total of three jumpers for kids to play in.  Lastly, the event had our 

trackless trains offering rides to over the 5,000 people in attendance.  

 

For the month of November, our department held the Annual Veterans Day event on 

November 11, from 11am to 1pm at South Gate Park. There was a total of 75 people in 

attendance, with light refreshments distributed. Every veteran in attendance was gifted 

a remembrance medal and hat.  The Legacy Cadet Corp from Legacy High School and 

the K-Kids from Willow Elementary assisted with the Call to Honor, leading the pledge of 

allegiance, and reading letters to veterans. Wrapping up the month of December, our 

department helped put together the first ever Winter Wonderland event on Tuesday, 

December 5, from 4pm to 8pm at South Gate City Hall. Over 900 wristbands were 

passed out to children to participate in the night’s activities (Snowball fight, snow play, 

snow globe photo op., and the sled run) and to receive a gift from Santa. Churros and 

hot chocolate were distributed to all patrons. In addition to Winter Wonderland, we held 

our annual Santa’s Breakfast event on December 9, from 9am to 1pm at the Auditorium. 

This event sold out and had a total of 300 participants. Those in attendance were 

served breakfast consisting of sausage, pancakes, milk, and orange juice. Children 

attending the event participated in two craft areas and were able to write letters to Santa 

and place them in Santa’s mailbox. Lastly, each child was gifted their own gingerbread 

house kit and was able to take pictures with Santa and the Grinch. Raffles ended the 

event with the chance to win gift cards, two bikes, and three Christmas trees. 

 

Cultural Arts: 

Our 3rd Annual South Gate Art Walk was hosted on October 14, the art walk was 

composed of over 56 vendors/artisans/artists displaying/vending their work. In 

collaboration with five partner organizations leading art workshops, we also had two DJs 

(one on the main stage and one in front of the courthouse), three bands (performances 

on the show mobile), and three live artists drawing/painting. We had over 500 

community members in attendance and enjoyed an afternoon full of art and culture. It 

was also the closing day for our Process/Proceso exhibit which we were able to 
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showcase 28 artists from the Southeast Los Angeles region and LA County.  In October 

we also prepped all graphics material to announce our open call for Home Town Hero/ 

Hèroe Local. In this open call we invite the community to spotlight the hero or heroes in 

their hometown, wherever their hometown is or may have been. Deadline for 

submissions is January 28, 2024.  In November our department curated a Dia de los 

Muertos community altar. Our team was able to display 61 community members that 

have passed. We organized 2 activations so that community members could still visit 

the altar and participate in remembering their loved ones. Lastly, our Cultural Arts 

division was catching up on zine making for the bundle of cultural zines that will be 

placed in the time capsule, they also started their Art Scavenger Hunt zine that will fold 

out to a map and show the 12 locations of Public Art we snapshotted in 2023 for the 

Centennial celebration.  
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