
Agenda
City of Clarkesville
Planning Commission
Regular Meeting
5:30 PM February 14, 2023

 

  
1. Call to Order
  
2. Approval of Minutes
   
 2.a January 10, 2023 Minutes
  
3. Unfinished Business

Election of 2023 officers.
  
4. Sign(s) for Consideration:
   
 4.a 1441 Washington St - All In Bloom Studio
  
5. New Business
   
 5.a Ellison Park - Max Density Variance
  
6. Adjournment
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Seconded: Member Zack Phillips Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Kevin McOmber Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Zack Phillips Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Zack Phillips (3 - 0)

OFFICIAL MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING

January 10, 2023
Minutes
City of Clarkesville
Planning Commission Regular Meeting

The Planning Commission Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, January
10, 2023 at 5:30 PM at Council Chambers. Those present were Member Jennifer Tench, Zoning
Administrator Caleb Gaines, Member Zack Phillips, Member Kevin McOmber. Chair Bruce Haglund,
Member Leigh Johnston were absent.

Agenda Item #1: Call to Order
Vice-Chair Jennifer Tench called the meeting to order.

Agenda Item #2: Approval of Minutes

Sub-Item #2.a: November 9, 2022 Minutes
Member Kevin McOmber made a motion to table 

Agenda Item #3: No Unfinished Business

Agenda Item #4: Sign(s) for Consideration:

Sub-Item #4.a: 135 Grant St - The Copperpot mural
Mr. Jeff Morris presented his request to install a grayscale mural on the side of The Copperpot
restaurant. The mural will be installed by Mr. Nick Morris and will have a theme of woodland
forest scene.
Member Zack Phillips made a motion to approve 

Agenda Item #5: Discussion of Short Term rental ordinance.
Zoning Administrator, Caleb Gaines, brought up the discussion of adding a short-term rental
ordinance. The commissioners were given White County's ordinance as a sample to build on. They
decided that this is something that needs to be addressed and will be worked on in the upcoming
meetings.

Agenda Item #6: Election of 2023 officers.
Member Kevin McOmber made a motion to table .

Agenda Item #7: Adjournment
Member Kevin McOmber made a motion to .

1
City of Clarkesville Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes

2



Respectfully submitted,

Caleb Gaines, Zoning Administrator
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Telephone:
706-754-4216

P.O. Box 21
Clarkesville, GA 30523

Feb 14, 2022

To: Planning Commission

Subject: 1441 Washington St – All In Bloom Studio

I have received the proposed signage for All In Bloom Studio at 1441 Washington St. This 
business is located in the corner storefront next to Fresco’s. 

The 4’x8’ sign will be a sandblasted sign, making it 3 dimensional, produced with HDU (high-
density urethane).

After reviewing the request, I recommend that approval be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

Caleb Gaines
Zoning Administrator

Please see attachments
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February 14, 2023

Ellison Park Maximum Density Variance Brief

Property owners, Bowersox Investment Group is requesting an increase of 
maximum density for Land Lots 3 & 4 of the 12th Land District. This area was 
originally going to be a subdivision several years ago. Bowersox is planning to build 
market-rate apartments on the property.

The zoning is R-2, Mulitple-Family, and has a max density of 10.00 units per acre. At 
6.8 acres, this would make for 68 possible units. The applicant is requesting an 
increase to 12.36 units which would be 84 units.

After reviewing the application, it is my recommendation that the density variance be 
granted with the condition that sewer line capacity can handle the additional density. 
If 84 units cannot be accommodated, then I recommend the maximum density be 
what can safely be accommodated up to 84 units.

Respectfully,

Caleb Gaines
Zoning Administrator
City of Clarkesville
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January 14, 2023

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Request for maximum density increase at Land Lots 3 &4 of the 12th Land 
District (known as Ellison Park). The requested increase is from 10.00 units to 12.36 
units per acre.

1. Public notice was run in the Northeast Georgian in the January 20th, 2023 
issue. 

2. The required sign was posted in front of the property on January 23rd, 2023.
3. Section 2301 of the Zoning Ordinance states that: maximum density (units  per 

acre) is 10.00 in R-2, Multiple-Family Residential.
4. The applicant is requesting an increase in maximum density to 12.36 units 

per acre.
5. The applicant has submitted all necessary paperwork and fees in regards to 

the application.
6. There has been public inquiry about this application in regards to the variance

request. They have been residents from Habersham Shoals.

I recommend that the request be approved by the Planning Commission.

Caleb Gaines
Zoning Administrator
City of Clarkesville
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Notice is hereby given that a public hearing as required 
by the O.C.G.A §36-66-4 and Section 14 of the present 
zoning ordinance of the City of Clarkesville, shall be held 
by the Planning Commission of the City of Clarkesville 
to review and consider the request for a variance for an 
increase in Maximum Density (units per acre) from 10.00 
units to 12.36 units at Land Lots 3 & 4 of the 12th Land 
District of Habersham County, Multiple Family District 
(R-2) at the meeting of the Planning Commission to be 
held at 5:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday in February, 
the same being February 14th, 2023. At this time the 
proposed variance as requested by the applicant shall 
be considered. The public hearing before the Clarkesville 
City Council regarding the aforementioned action will 
take place on the first Monday in March, the same being 
March 6th, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. A copy of the applicant’s 
variance request is available for inspection by the public 
during normal business hours in the Office of the Zoning 
Administrator, City of Clarkesville, 123 North Laurel Dr., 
Clarkesville, Georgia 30523.
Published this 20th Day of January, 2023

NOTICE OF HEARING 
REGARDING APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 

OF THE CITY OF CLARKESVILLE
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