
Agenda
City of Clarkesville
Planning Commission
Regular Meeting
5:30 PM February 11, 2025

 

  
1. Call to Order
  
2. Approval of Minutes
   
 2.a Approval of January 14, 2025 Minutes.
  
3. Unfinished Business
  
4. Sign(s) for Consideration:
   
 4.a 1456 Washington St - Hush
   
 4.b 389 Washington St - Traditions Bank
  
5. New Business
   
 5.a 555 Monroe St - Old Courthouse Demolition
   
 5.b 389 Washington St - Traditions Bank Sign Variance
  
6. Adjournment
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Seconded: Member Jennifer Tench Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Leigh Johnston Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Leigh Johnston Passed (3 - 0)

OFFICIAL MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING

January 14, 2025
Minutes
City of Clarkesville
Planning Commission Regular Meeting

The Planning Commission Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, January
14, 2025 at 5:30 PM at Council Chambers. Those present were Zoning Administrator Caleb Gaines,
Chair Bruce Haglund, Member Jennifer Tench, Member Leigh Johnston, Member Kevin McOmber.
Member Zack Phillips was absent.

Agenda Item #1: Call to Order
Chair Bruce Haglund called the meeting to order.

Agenda Item #2: Approval of Minutes

Sub-Item #2.a: Approval of November 12, 2024 Minutes.
Member Kevin McOmber made a motion to approve 

Agenda Item #3: Unfinished Business
There was no unfinished business.

Agenda Item #4: Sign(s) for Consideration:
There were no signs for consideration.

Agenda Item #5: New Business

Sub-Item #5.a: 661 W Louise St - Waffle House Demo/Facade request.
Mr. Walter Barineau was in attendance to answer question and comments for the
Waffle House facade. After some discussion, it was agreed upon to make a couple
of changes to the design of the store. The commissioners decided to approve the
request with the following additions.
Put a step parapet over the sign to help breakup the roofline.
Install gooseneck lighting over the signs.
Member Kevin McOmber made a motion to approve 

Sub-Item #5.b: Election of 2025 Officers.
Bruce Haglund - Chair
Jennifer Tench - Vice-Chair

Agenda Item #6: Adjournment
Member Jennifer Tench made a motion to adjourn .

1
City of Clarkesville Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes

2



Respectfully submitted,

Caleb Gaines, Zoning Administrator
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Telephone:
706-754-4216

P.O. Box 21
Clarkesville, GA 30523

February 11, 2025

To: Planning Commission

Subject: 1456 Washington St – Hush

I have received the proposed signage for Hush at 1456 Washington St.

The main building sign will be twenty-four (24) square feet and constructed out of sandblasted 
HDU foam. The secondary sign will be nine (9) square feet. This sign will be constructed out of 
painted wood. The signs will not be illuminated.

Please see the attachments for the design and colors.

After reviewing the request, I recommend that approval be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

Caleb Gaines
Zoning Administrator

Please see attachments
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Telephone:
706-754-4216

P.O. Box 21
Clarkesville, GA 30523

February 11, 2025

To: Planning Commission

Subject: 389 Washington St – Traditions Bank

I have received the proposed signage for Traditions Bank at 389 Washington St.

There is no main building sign instead there will be one nine square foot sign which fits within 
the regulations. This sign will be installed on the Hwy 197/Washington Street side of the clock 
tower. The sign will not be illuminated.

Materials: Non-illuminated aluminated black letters.

Please see the attachments for the design and colors.

After reviewing the request, I recommend that approval be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

Caleb Gaines
Zoning Administrator

Please see attachments
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February 11, 2025

To: Planning Commission

Subject: 555 Monroe St – Old Courthouse Commercial Demo

The Clarkesville City Council has agreed to purchase the old courthouse from Habersham 
County. The Council is requesting permission to have the building demoed so that the property 
can be used for a new fire station and the remainder of the property sold off for commercial 
purposes.

I recommend approval of this demolition request.

Caleb Gaines
Zoning Administrator
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February 11, 2025 
 
To: Planning Commission 
 
Subject: 389 Washington St – Traditions Bank Sign Variance 
 
Traditions Bank located at 389 Washington Street is requesting a sign variance for the 
installation of three monument signs. Two of the signs will be at the entrances and the third will 
be on a wall facing the intersection.  
 
This zoning is Highway Business and one monument sign no taller than ten (10) feet in height 
and a sign face no larger than thirty-two (32) square feet is allowed. That being said, a 
variance would need to be approved in order to allow for three signs. 
 
Entrance signs: The total height will be eight (8) feet. 
2-sided lighted sign board (permitted in HB) twenty-four (24) square feet. 
Stone to match building stone. Refer to top right corner photo on variance sign layout. 
The lettering will be raised black metal. 
Wall sign: The sign will be approximately eighteen (18) square feet and have the same 
material specs as the entrance signs. The sign will be lit with ground lighting.  
 
 
I recommend approval of this variance request. 
 
 

 
 
Caleb Gaines 
Zoning Administrator 
 
 
Please see attachments 
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