
Agenda
City of Clarkesville
Planning Commission
Regular Meeting
5:30 PM August 13, 2024

 

  
1. Call to Order
  
2. Approval of Minutes
   
 2.a Approval of March 12, 2024 Minutes.
  
3. Unfinished Business
  
4. Sign(s) for Consideration:
  
5. New Business
   
 5.a Consideration of annexation and map amendment at 933 Rocky Branch Rd.
   
 5.b Discussion of window covering for vacant properties.
  
6. Adjournment



Seconded: Member Kevin McOmber Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Kevin McOmber Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Zack Phillips Passed (3 - 0)

OFFICIAL MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING

March 12, 2024
Minutes
City of Clarkesville
Planning Commission Regular Meeting

The Planning Commission Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, March
12, 2024 at 5:30 PM at Council Chambers. Those present were Zoning Administrator Caleb Gaines,
Chair Bruce Haglund, Member Zack Phillips, Member Leigh Johnston, Member Kevin McOmber.
Member Jennifer Tench was absent.

Agenda Item #1: Call to Order
Chair Bruce Haglund called the meeting to order.

Agenda Item #2: Approval of Minutes

Sub-Item #2.a: Approval of February 13, 2024 Minutes.
Approval of February 13, 2024 Work Session Minutes.

Commissioner Leigh Johnston motioned to approve the 2/13/24 minutes,
Commissioner Kevin McOmber seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Commissioner Kevin McOmber motioned to approve the 2/13/24 work session
minutes, Commissioner Leigh Johnston seconded. The motion passed
unanimously.
Member Leigh Johnston made a motion to approve 

Agenda Item #3: Unfinished Business
There was no unfinished business.

Agenda Item #4: Sign(s) for Consideration:

Agenda Item #5: New Business

Sub-Item #5.a: 607 Washington St - Commercial Facade revision
Member Zack Phillips made a motion to approve 

Sub-Item #5.b: 130 Grant Street - Commercial Facade
Member Leigh Johnston made a motion to approve with the condition of requesting more
detailed information on the window size, color of the brick, exterior lighting, and
elevations for the rear and Dreamers Ln sides.

Sub-Item #5.c: 337 Madison Street - Commercial Facade
Member Kevin McOmber made a motion to approve with the condition of requesting
more detail in regards to exterior lighting and ADA accessibility.  
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Seconded: Member Leigh Johnston Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Leigh Johnston Passed (3 - 0)

Seconded: Member Leigh Johnston Passed (3 - 0)

Sub-Item #5.d: Zoning Ordinance Amendment - Section 731. Short-term rentals
Member Kevin McOmber made a motion to approve 

Agenda Item #6: Adjournment
Member Zack Phillips made a motion to adjourn .

Respectfully submitted,

Caleb Gaines, Zoning Administrator
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Telephone: 
706-754-4216 

P.O. Box 21 
Clarkesville, GA 30523 

 
August 13, 2024 
 
To: Planning Commission 
 
RE: 933 Rocky Branch Road Annexation Brief 
 
Dr. Joey Arencibia of ARA Vision, LLC has purchased the property at 933 Rocky Branch Road. 
The property is currently zoned county Low Intensity (LI) and they wish to annex and rezone 
the property to Multiple Family Residential (R-2). The property abuts the city limits on Rocky 
Branch where Piedmont Automotive is located.  
 
The Habersham County Commissioners, municipalities, and adjacent property owners have 
been notified of this request from the applicant. 
 
The proposed conceptual use of the property is to construct a mixed-use development of 
single-family housing units and townhomes. Annexation and a zoning of R-2 would allow for 
the density needed for such a project. 
 
The applicant is requesting annexation and a zoning of R-2 at this current stage. If approval is 
granted by the Planning Commission and City Council, the applicant will proceed with the next 
steps required for development which would be the application for preliminary plat for a 
subdivision. 
 
It is my recommendation that the Planning Commission approve the request for 933 Rocky 
Branch Road to be annexed into the city with a zoning of R-2, Multiple-Family and be 
forwarded to the Governing Body for their consideration. 
 
Mr. Bill Gresham of Gresham Planning and Development is representing the applicant and is 
on hand for any additional questions or comments. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Caleb Gaines 
Zoning Administrator 
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July 24th Publication 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
REGARDING ZONING ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF CLARKESVILLE 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing as required by the O.C.G.A §36-66-4 and Section 14 of the 
present zoning ordinance of the City of Clarkesville, shall be held by the Planning Commission of the city 
of Clarkesville to review and consider the request for annexation of 933 Rocky Branch Road into the City 
of Clarkesville and be zoned Multiple Family Residential (R-2) when annexed at the meeting of the 
Planning Commission to be held at 5:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday in August, the same being August 
13th, 2024. At this time the proposed amendment to the zoning map as requested by the applicant shall 
be considered. The public hearing before the Clarkesville City Council regarding the aforementioned 
action will take place on the second Monday in September, the same being September 9th, 2024 at 6:00 
p.m. A copy of the applicant’s annexation and zoning map amendment request is available for 
inspection by the public in the Office of the Zoning Administrator, City of Clarkesville, 123 North Laurel 
Dr., Clarkesville, Georgia 30523. 

Published this 24th Day of July, 2024 
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