
City Council Worksession Meeting

Tuesday, February 17, 2026 5:00 PM 

Agenda

General Business

Discussion with Met Council followed by Q & A Session

Presentation

Presentation from Met Council Representatives

Adjourn
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Item Cover Page
 

DATE: February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: City Admin,Administrator

ITEM TYPE: Agenda Report

AGENDA SECTION: General Business

SUBJECT: Discussion with Met Council followed by Q & A Session

BACKGROUND: Met Council Staff MacKenzie Young-Walters & John Chlebeck and
Met Councilmember Deb Barber will join us and give a short
presentation followed by a question and answer session from the City
Council.

SUGGESTED ACTION:

 
CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION AGENDA ITEM REPORT

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
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DATE: February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: City Admin,Administrator

ITEM TYPE: Presentation

AGENDA SECTION: Presentation

SUBJECT: Presentation from Met Council Representatives

SUGGESTED ACTION:

 
CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION AGENDA ITEM REPORT

 

 

 

 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:
Spring 2026 CC and PC Presentation -Credit River - Final.pptx
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3912566/Spring_2026_CC_and_PC_Presentation_-Credit_River_-_Final.pdf


Credit River’s 2050 Update
Introduction to the Metropolitan Council, Imagine 2050, 
System Statements, and the 2050 Comprehensive Plan 
Update  

Feb 2026

4



M
e

tr
o

p
o

lita
n

 C
o

u
n

c
il

1

History, 
Authority, and 
Organizational 
Structure
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History and duties of the Council

The Council was established by the 
Minnesota Legislature in 1967.

• In response to rapid and fragmented development, 
State legislators created the Council to coordinate the 
“orderly and economical development” of the 7-county 
metropolitan area.

• Balance regional and local interests.

The primary duties of the Council today

• Managing regional wastewater services

• Operating Metro Transit’s bus & rail system

• Issuing rental assistance

• Drafting long-range plans, establishing regional policy

• Maintaining the regional parks system
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Metropolitan Council Authority

• Planning for three regional systems

• Wastewater

• Transportation

• Parks

• Developing housing, land use, and climate policy to guide 
development

• Creating a regional development guide every ten years

• Serving as the Metropolitan Planning Organization 

• Providing transit and wastewater services
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Regional and 
Local Planning
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10-year 
Regional 
Planning 
Cycle
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Regional Development Guide

Description
• Outlines regional vision for the next 20 years

• Updated every 10 years

• Identifies planning priorities and sets policies for 
orderly and economic growth of the region

Content 
• Local and regional forecasts

• Land use policies

• System and policy plans for each regional system
• Transportation
• Water Resources Management
• Parks

• Housing Policy Plan
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System Statements

Purpose

• Individualized for the local unit of government

• Includes forecasted growth and general 
development expectations

• Provides each local unit of government with 
key changes to the regional plan

• Systems plan considerations affecting the 
community

• Required by the MLPA (Minn, Stat. 473.856)

Regional Parks and Trails

Transportation

Water Resources

Visions, Values and Goals

Land Use and Forecasts
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Credit River’s Long-Range Forecasts
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Metropolitan Urban Service Area
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Imagine 2050 Community Designations

Metropolitan Urban 
Service Area

Urban

Urban Edge

Suburban

Suburban Edge

Rural Service Area
Rural Center

Diversified Rural

Rural Residential

Agricultural
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Metropolitan Urban 
Service Area

Rural Service Area

Credit River’s Community Designation
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Imagine 2050 Residential Density

Residential Density

• Credit River should plan to 
accommodate forecasted 
sewer growth with a minimum 
average net density of 3.5 
units per acre

• The 4 neighborhoods of 
failing individual systems are 
not included in density 
calculations.

• Failing communal systems 
are included in density 
calculations and would need 
to be offset.
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Local Comprehensive Plans

The Role of the Plan

• Set the community’s vision

• Guide growth and 
development 

• Identify key issues and 
strategies to address them

• Provides reasoning for 
public facilities 
plans/budgets

• Provides guidance for 
decision-making

Update Ordinances

Comprehensive 
Plan

Zoning Ordinances

Official Controls

Implementation 
Actions

Subdivision 
Ordinances

Capital Improvement 
Plan

Small Area Studies

Feasibility Studies

New Programs
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Local Planning Handbook

The One-Stop-Shop for Comprehensive 
Planning

• Designed to support communities with the update of 
their local comprehensive plans.

• Clear guidance on minimum requirements and how to 
meet them

• Tools, maps, resources, and technical assistance
• To help meet minimum requirements
• To get more out of their local planning process
• To help with a variety of planning issues of 

interest to communities across the region

• Community-specific information and checklists

• Training and resources beyond the 
minimum requirements

Tools

Individual 
Community 

Pages

Checklist of 
Minimum 

Requirements

Affected 
Jurisdictions 

List

Online 
Submittal 

Portal

Status 
Tracking

Dynamic 
Maps
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Natural Systems Planning Tools

Providing a natural 
systems regional 
planning framework

A mapping tool will help 
cities meet their requirements 
by connecting data to 
planning concepts.

A story map will provide 
context for the mapping tool.

Natural systems strategies 
will be part of the climate 
action toolkit.

Natural Systems Planning Tool Demo: MetroMosaic: A natural systems mapping tool for the Twin Cities
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GHG Emissions Reduction Tool

Meeting new 
climate requirements

• The tool will have a greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions inventory for 
each community

• It will also allow communities to project the emissions impacts of GHG 
reduction strategies
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Climate Action Toolkit

Profiling example climate actions
• Purpose: Provide a technical resource to assist 

local government partners in identifying climate actions 
for their comprehensive plans

• Toolkit of climate actions covering all required 
mitigation and adaptation sectors, detailing:

• Action impact
• Case studies or examples
• Environmental justice considerations
• Ease of implementation
• Additional resources
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Webinars

Workshops

Conference

Tutorials/Demos

NewsBlasts

2026 – 2028 PlanIt Program: Comprehensive planning technical assistance 
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Metropolitan Council Member, District 4
(612) 819-0848
Deb.barber@metc.state.mn.us

MacKenzie Young-Walters

Senior Planner, Local Planning Assistance, District 4
(651) 602-1373
Mackenzie.young-walters@metc.state.mn.us

Deb Barber
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