
CHARLES TOWN UTILITY BOARD
AGENDA

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2025

 

Special Meeting 661 South George Street
Charles Town, WV 25414 

4:00 PM

 
CALL TO ORDER 
  
1. PUBLIC COMMENT

This portion of the agenda is designed for members of the general public to
share thoughts on items of interest in the community. By law, Board
members may ask clarifying questions or discuss procedural matters but are
not permitted to discuss the policy merits of any issue unless it is scheduled
for discussion.

The public is invited to attend this meeting in person or via webcast
(www.ctubwv.com- Board Meeting - Meeting Agendas and Minutes 2025) or
by accessing the following zoom link:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83839727006?pwd=KY9hj4N1bRraPabgLrIpgAeCsVmI8I.1

Meeting ID: 838 3972 7006
Passcode: 481767
(301)715-8592

  
2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 a. Summit Point Motorsports Park and Training Facility Grant Opportunity
 i. Draft Letter to Region 9 Prepared by John Maxey
 CTUB Letter Summit Point-Draft.pdf
 b. Utility Manager Performance Evaluation Review and Contract Addendum
  
3. NEW BUSINESS
 a. Board Policy Regarding Availability Letters - Possible Executive Session

Under: WV State Code Section §6-9A-4(b)(9) - To consider matters
involving or affecting the purchase, sale or lease of property, advance
construction planning, the investment of public funds or other matters
involving commercial competition, which if made public, might adversely
affect the financial or other interest of the state or any political
subdivision and involving contract matters.

  
4. INFORMATION ONLY
 a. Next Meeting - December 10, 2025 at 4:00 P.M.
 b. CTUB Response to City of Ranson Request for Information on Capacity
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https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83839727006?pwd=KY9hj4N1bRraPabgLrIpgAeCsVmI8I.1
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3758384/CTUB_Letter_Summit_Point_Draft.pdf


Improvement Fees
 2025-11-18 Ranson Information request response.pdf
  
5. ADJOURNMENT
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3759203/2025-11-18_Ranson_Information_request_response.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3758384/CTUB_Letter_Summit_Point_Draft.pdf


Charles	Town	
Utility	Board	

661	S.	George	Street,	Suite	101	Charles	Town,	WV	25414	
Phone:	(304)	725-2316			Fax:	(304)	725-7150				Web:		www.ctubwv.com	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

	
Ms.	Rachel	Miller,	Executive	Director	
Eastern	Panhandle	Regional	Planning	and	Development	Council	
226	Pilot	Way,	Suite	E	
Martinsburg,	WV	25405	
	

Ms.	Miller:	

The	Charles	Town	Utility	Board	(CTUB)	appreciates	the	Council’s	work	to	coordinate	and	
support	responsible	development	throughout	the	Eastern	Panhandle.	We	also	thank	the	
Council	for	the	recent	offer	to	consider	grant	funding	for	water	and	sewer	improvements	at	
the	Summit	Point	Training	Facility.	

The	Summit	Point	Motorsports	Park	has	been	a	valued	economic	asset	in	Jefferson	County	
for	many	decades,	and	the	proposed	expansion	represents	an	important	opportunity	for	
additional	jobs	and	increased	state	revenue.	

However,	the	Board	respectfully	requests	that	the	Council	reconsider	limiting	the	potential	
grant	to	on-site	water	and	sewer	systems	only	-	and	instead	allow	for	an	investigation	of	the	
larger	regional	and	environmental	benefits	of	extending	water	and	sewer	service	from	the	
centralized	Charles	Town	systems.	

CTUB	believes	that:	

•	On-site	package	systems	will,	over	time,	be	significantly	more	expensive	to	operate,	
maintain,	and	ultimately	replace,	increasing	long-term	risks	and	potential	costs	to	
ratepayers;	

•	A	utility	extension,	while	requiring	greater	upfront	investment,	would	substantially	
reduce	environmental	risk,	align	with	CTUB’s	long-term	capital	planning,	and	support	
regional	resiliency.	

South	Jefferson	Elementary	–	PFAS	Contamination	

The	West	Virginia	DHHR	and	the	Department	of	Environmental	Protection	(DEP)	have	
documented	PFAS	contamination	in	the	well	serving	South	Jefferson	Elementary	School.	
Extending	CTUB’s	public	water	and	sewer	infrastructure	to	Summit	Point	would	
simultaneously	provide	a	long-term	safe	water	solution	for	the	Jefferson	County	Board	of	
Education	and	remove	reliance	on	vulnerable	groundwater	systems.	

Tuscawilla	Hills	Wastewater	Plant	and	303(d)	Impairment	

CTUB	currently	operates	two	wastewater	treatment	plants:	the	main	plant	in	Charles	Town	
and	a	smaller	plant	located	at	Tuscawilla	Hills	on	Summit	Point	Road.	Both	facilities	
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discharge	into	Evitts	Run,	which	DEP	recently	designated	as	an	impaired	waterway	due	to	
fecal	coliform	contamination.	A	2023	DNA	source-tracking	study	confirmed	the	
contamination	is	primarily	from	human	wastewater.	

Increased	development	in	the	service	area	will	require	construction	of	a	significantly	larger	
main	plant	within	the	next	six	years.	Our	consulting	engineer	advises	that	the	most	efficient	
and	cost-effective	approach	is	to	decommission	the	Tuscawilla	Hills	plant	and	consolidate	
treatment	at	the	new	facility,	providing	a	single,	more	manageable	discharge	point	and	
improved	protection	of	Evitts	Run.	

A	properly	sized	extension	from	Charles	Town	to	Summit	Point	would	directly	support	this	
strategic	consolidation	and	significantly	advance	water-quality	improvements	in	the	Evitts	
Run–Shenandoah	watershed.	

County	Sewer	and	Septic	Vulnerabilities	

At	the	Board’s	meeting	last	month,	the	Jefferson	County	Health	Department	emphasized	the	
growing	vulnerability	of	aging	septic	systems.	Many	systems	in	the	county	are	approaching	
50	years	old	and	were	permitted	on	lot	sizes	that	may	be	insufficient	for	replacement	in	the	
event	of	failure.	

Although	CTUB	opposes	mandatory	hookups	for	existing	residents,	expanding	service	
availability	is	a	prudent	long-term	strategy	for	public	health	and	environmental	protection.	
CTUB	already	provides	service	along	Route	9	to	the	west	but	currently	has	no	ability	to	
serve	southern	Jefferson	County.	

Fire	Protection	and	Hydrants	

A	lack	of	public	water	service	has	posed	difficulties	for	local	fire	departments	responding	to	
recent	house	fires	in	southern	Jefferson	County.	Public	hydrants	along	the	Summit	Point	
corridor	would	improve	emergency	response,	enhance	property	protection,	and	reduce	
insurance	rates	for	residents.	

Environmental	Risks	of	Package	Plants	in	Karst	Terrain	

The	Board	strongly	opposes	the	proliferation	of	small	package	wastewater	plants	in	
Jefferson	County’s	karst	topography.	Package	plants	have	a	higher	rate	of	operational	failure	
than	centralized	facilities,	and	in	karst	terrain,	failures	can	result	in	rapid	groundwater	
contamination.	

Additional	risks	include:	

•	Water	balance	impacts:	On-site	wells	paired	with	package	plant	discharge	to	Bullskin	Run	
would	export	water	from	the	aquifer	rather	than	returning	it.	

•	PFAS	concentration:	PFAS	levels	in	wastewater	from	a	training	facility	may	exceed	typical	
residential	levels,	and	package-plant	treatment	is	significantly	less	capable	of	controlling	
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PFAS	contamination.	Discharge	into	Bullskin	Run	could	allow	contaminants	to	reach	the	
Shenandoah	River	upstream	of	CTUB’s	surface	water	intake,	for	which	the	Utility	currently	
has	no	backup	source.	

Request	

For	these	reasons,	the	Charles	Town	Utility	Board	respectfully	requests	that	the	Council	
allow	grant	funding	to	include	evaluation	and	potential	construction	of	an	extension	of	
centralized	water	and	sewer	service,	rather	than	limiting	eligibility	to	on-site	systems	only.	

The	Board	stands	ready	to	provide	any	additional	technical	information	or	planning	
documentation	the	Council	may	require	and	looks	forward	to	working	collaboratively	to	
support	long-term	economic	growth	and	environmental	stewardship	in	Jefferson	County.	

	

Thank	you	for	your	consideration,	

	

Charles	Town	Utility	Board	
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