
I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Agenda

1. Conflict of Interest/Ex Parte Communication Prohibition Reminder

IV. Approval of Minutes

2. October 22, 2024

V. New Business

3. Minor Works Update

4. Consideration of Local Landmark Designation of the O.B. Peatross House - Frances
Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio at 1910 East 6th Street

5. Major Work COA #2024-36: 117 West 5th Street (Humber House)

VI. Public Comment Period

VII. Committee Reports

VIII. Approved COA/MWCOA Staff Update

Agenda

Greenville Historic Preservation Commission

November 26, 2024
6:00 PM 

City Hall Council Chambers, 200 West 5th Street

Assistive listening devices are available upon request for meetings held in the Council Chambers. If an
interpreter is needed for deaf or hearing impaired citizens, please call 252-329-4422 (voice) or 252-329-
4060 (TDD) no later than two business days prior to the meeting.
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6. Status Update on Approved Major and Minor Work Certificates of Appropriateness

IX. Announcements

X. Adjournment
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 City of Greenville,
North Carolina

 Meeting Date: 11/26/2024

Title of Item: Conflict of Interest/Ex Parte Communication Prohibition Reminder

 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS

  HPC_Conflict_of_Interest.pdf

Item #1.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2940600/HPC_Conflict_of_Interest.pdf


Board Member Conflict of Interest/Ex Parte Communication Prohibition Reminder 

 

Conflict of Interest: No member of the Historic Preservation Commission shall participate in 
either the discussion or vote on any Certificate of Appropriateness in any manner that would 
violate the affected persons’ constitutional right to a fair and impartial decision maker. Prohibited 
conflicts include but are not limited to, a member having a fixed opinion prior to hearing the 
matter and not willing to consider changing his or her mind; undisclosed ex parte 
communications with the person before the Commission, any witnesses, staff or other 
Commission members; a close familial, business or other associational relationship with the 
affected person; or a financial interest in the outcome of the matter before the board. On any 
other matter before the Commission where such decision by Commission shall be in an advisory 
capacity only, no member shall participate in the discussion or vote on such advisory matters 
where the outcome on the matter being considered is reasonably likely to have a direct, 
substantial, and readily identifiable financial impact on the member. Decisions on either a 
request for recusal by a member or objections by a person appearing before the board shall be 
decided by a simple majority vote. A member so disqualified will not be counted or included in 
the count to determine the appropriate voting majority for the issue before the Commission and 
will not negate a quorum of the Commission.  

 

If a Commission member has a conflict of interest or has had ex parte communication that 
needs be disclosed at this time.  
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 City of Greenville,
North Carolina

 Meeting Date: 11/26/2024

Title of Item: October 22, 2024

 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS

  COG-#1199623-v1-HPC_Minutes_October_22_2024.pdf

Item #2.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2996573/COG-_1199623-v1-HPC_Minutes_October_22_2024.pdf


Doc # 1199623 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE GREENVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

October 22, 2024 

The Greenville Historic Preservation Commission met on the above date at 6:00 pm in the City Council 
Chambers. 

Jeremy Jordan, Chair - * Larry Hall, Vice Chair - * 
Dr. Andrew Morehead - * Dr. Kerry Carlin- * 
Dr. David Dennard - x Marques Harrington- x 
Dr. Matthew Cox - * Sydney McLeod - X 

    
The members present are denoted by an “*” and the members absent are denoted by an “X”. 

PLANNING STAFF:   

Chantae Gooby, Chief Planner; Blake Privette, Planner II; Latoya Yates, Staff Support Specialist II  

OTHERS PRESENT:   

Donald Phillips, Assistant City Attorney 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 
Motion made by Dr. Morehead, seconded by Dr. Carlin, to accept the October 22, 2024 agenda. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 
Motion made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Dr. Carlin, to accept the July 23, 2024 minutes as presented. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Donald Phillips read the following statement: 
 
Pursuant to North Carolina General Statue 160D-109(d) and Section 4, H. of the Historic Preservation 
Commission’s Rules of Procedure: 
 

H.  Conflict of Interest.  No member of the Historic Preservation Commission shall participate in 
either the discussion or vote on any certificate of appropriateness in any manner that would violate the 
affected persons’ constitutional right to a fair and impartial decision maker.  Prohibited conflicts include 
but are not limited to a member having a fixed opinion prior to hearing the matter and not willing to 
consider changing his or her mind; undisclosed ex parte communications with the person before the 
Commission, any witnesses, staff or other Commission members; a close familial, business or other 
associational relationship with the affected person; or a financial interest in the outcome of the matter 
before the board.  On any other matter before the Commission where such decision by the Commission 
shall be in an advisory capacity only, no member shall participate in the discussion or vote on such 
advisory matters where the outcome on the matter being considered is reasonably likely to have a direct, 
substantial, and readily identifiable financial impact on the member.  Decisions on either a request for 
recusal by a member or objections by a person appearing before the board shall be decided by a simple 
majority vote.  A member so disqualified will not be counted or included in the count to determine the 
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appropriate voting majority for the issue before the Commission and will not negate a quorum of the 
Commission. 

If a Commission member has had an ex parte communication that needs to be disclosed at this time. 

As a reminder, as members of the Commission conversations among yourselves during the discussion 
periods of this meeting and your committee meetings are NOT ex parte communications.  

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 
3. MINOR WORKS UPDATE 

 
Blake Privette, Planner II, presented Minor Works update to the Board on behalf of City staff. 
 
4. CONSIDERATION OF LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF THE O.B. PEATROSS HOUSE - 
FRANCES SPEIGHT AND SARAH BLAKESLEE HOME AND STUDIO AT 1910 EAST 6TH STREET. 
 
Blake Privette, Planner II, presented on behalf of City staff. Before recommending that a property be designated 
as a Local Historic Landmark, the Commission must investigate the property's significance and find the following: 
It has special historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural significance and It shows integrity of design, 
setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, or association. To have special significance, a property should meet at 
least one of the following criteria: It is associated with events that have contributed significantly to our history, It 
is associated with the life of a person significant in our past, It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, It represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values, and It has 
yielded or is likely to yield important historical or prehistorical information. A property has integrity if it is able 
to convey its significance to the observer. In other words, the significance can be seen or experienced, not just 
imagined. These aspects of properties contribute to their integrity: design, setting, workmanship, materials, 
feeling, and association. Considerations for Significance are as follows: It is associated with the life of a person 
significant in our past and It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction. 
SHPO Comments are The O.B. Peatross House, also known as the Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee House 
and Studio, located on East Sixth Street in Greenville, appears to be a good candidate for local landmark 
designation. The local designation report makes a strong argument for the property’s local significance as an 
excellent example of an American Foursquare and for its association with Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee, 
who made significant contributions to the local and regional art world during the mid-twentieth century. On May 
23, 2024 the Selection Committee recommended to the applicant to move forward with the designation process 
by providing a survey and research report. On July 23, 2024, The Commission voted to adopt the survey and 
research report and forward to SHPO for comments. On August 30, 2024, SHPO provided comments.  On October 
22, 2024, recommended approval/denial. November 14, 2024, Tentatively scheduled to be considered by City 
Council. The procedures for Designation of Landmarks are as follows: The Commission investigated the 
historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural significance of each property proposed for designation, The 
Commission submitted a report of this investigation to the State Historic Preservation Office, and The State 
Historic Preservation Office had the opportunity to review the report and to make nonbinding comments on the 
substance and effect of the proposed designation, The Commission will recommend to City Council to either 
approve or deny the proposed designation, and City Council will either approve or deny the proposed designation. 
Before adopting the ordinance, the local governing board may amend the ordinance as it deems necessary, and 
Tentatively scheduled for November 14, 2024. Staff recommendations are Motion to recommend to City Council 
to approve the designation of the O.B. Peatross House - Frances Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio 
as a Local Historic Landmark. 
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Motion made by Chair Jordan, seconded by Dr. Morehead, that it is deemed and found by the preservation 
commission to be of special significance in terms of its historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural 
importance and possesses integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and/or association. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
5. Major Work COA #2024-27: 405 South Eastern Street 
 
Applicant: Graham Lashley 
 
Project: This request is a COA to replace 6 windows on the front of the house with a wood double-hung sash 
replacement kit that has aluminum clad on the exterior. This is due to the existing windows being rotten.  
 
Blake Privette, Planner II, presented on behalf of City staff. Notices were mailed on October 8, 2024.  Sign was 
posted on October 8, 2024. Legal ad was published in the Daily Reflector on October 12, 2024 and October 19, 
2024.  

This is the Judge William J. Bundy House. William J. Bundy was Resident Superior Court Judge of the Third 
Judicial District. He was the original owner and occupant of this wonderfully executed Tudor Revival house. 
Considered one of the most ardent expressions of the style built in the district, this one-story brick house has 
numerous elements associated with the popular early twentieth century style. The most identifiable features 
include half-timbering in the front cross gables and side gables, protruding ceiling joists, and stone quoins on 
the recessed entrance stoop.

 
 

Chapter Title Pages 
2 Windows and Doors 27-36 

1. Original windows, doors, and shutters must be retained and preserved. This includes all wood 
and metal sash, glass, and hardware. 

2. Openings and details of windows and doors, such as trim, casings, lintels, sills, and thresholds must 
be retained and preserved. 

5. If replacement of a piece or a window or door element is necessary, only the deteriorated portion 
should be replaced while all else must be retained. The replacement section must match the 
original in size, scale, proportion, profile, materials, and detail. 

5. If replacement of a piece or a window or door element is necessary, only the deteriorated portion 
should be replaced while all else must be retained. The replacement section must match the 
original in size, scale, proportion, profile, materials, and detail. 

5. If replacement of a piece or a window or door element is necessary, only the deteriorated portion 
should be replaced while all else must be retained. The replacement section must match the 
original in size, scale, proportion, profile, materials, and detail. 

14. Transparent glazing in windows or doors may not be replaced with tinted glazing. 
15. Transparent or translucent glazing shall not be painted. 
16. Existing window or door openings must not be filled or altered if it would diminish the historic 

character of the building. It is not appropriate to replace or cover glazing with plywood. 
17. New windows or doors must not be introduced where they would diminish the original design 

of the building or damage historic materials and features. New windows and doors must be 
compatible with existing units in proportion, shape, positioning, location, pattern, size, 
materials, and details. 
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The Design Review Committee (DRC) met on October 3, 2024 and recommended approval. The proposed 
windows are in compliance with the Design Guidelines.  

 
Chair Jordan opened public hearing. 
 
Graham Lashley, applicant, spoke in favor of the request. 
 
No one spoke in opposition of the request. 
 
Chair Jordan closed public hearing. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness.  
 
Motion made by Dr. Morehead, seconded by Dr. Carlin, to adopt the Finding of the Facts as presented by 
City Staff. Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion made by Dr. Carlin, seconded by Dr. Morehead, to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
6. Major Work COA #2024-28: 401 South Library Street 
 
Applicant: Graham Lashley 
 
Project: This request is a COA to replace 7 windows on the front and side of the house with a wood double-hung 
sash replacement kit that has aluminum clad on the exterior. This is due to the existing windows being rotten.  
 
Blake Privette, Planner II, presented on behalf of City staff. Notices were mailed on October 8, 2024.  Sign was 
posted on October 8, 2024. Legal ad was published in the Daily Reflector on October 12, 2024 and October 19, 
2024.  

This is the Stanley M. Woolfolk House. The modest eclectic design of this two-story weatherboarded house 
incorporated Colonial Revival style and Craftsman elements. The round-arched hood above the front door is 
supported by large knee braces. A flat-roof porch to the side of the front entrance projects from a southside 
wing marked by casement windows. A hip-roof wing extends the full width of the rear elevation.  
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                           Chapter Title Pages 
                           2 Windows and Doors 27-36 

1. Original windows, doors, and shutters must be retained and preserved. This includes all wood and metal 
sash, glass, and hardware. 

2. Openings and details of windows and doors, such as trim, casings, lintels, sills, and thresholds must be 
retained and preserved. 

5. If replacement of a piece or a window or door element is necessary, only the deteriorated portion should be 
replaced while all else must be retained. The replacement section must match the original in size, scale, 
proportion, profile, materials, and detail. 

14. Transparent glazing in windows or doors may not be replaced with tinted glazing. 
15. Transparent or translucent glazing shall not be painted. 
16. Existing window or door openings must not be filled or altered if it would diminish the historic character 

of the building. It is not appropriate to replace or cover glazing with plywood. 
17. New windows or doors must not be introduced where they would diminish the original design of the 

building or damage historic materials and features. New windows and doors must be compatible with 
existing units in proportion, shape, positioning, location, pattern, size, materials, and details. 

 
 

 
The Design Review Committee (DRC) met on October 3, 2024, to discuss this application, and recommended 
approval. The proposed windows are in compliance with the Design Guidelines. 

Chair Jordan opened public hearing. 
 
Graham Lashley, applicant, spoke in favor of the request. 
 
No one spoke in opposition of the request. 
 
Chair Jordan closed public hearing. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness.  
 
Motion made by Dr. Morehead, seconded by Mr. Hall, to adopt the Finding of the Facts as presented by 
City Staff. Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion made by Dr. Cox, seconded by Mr. Hall, to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 

7. Major Work COA #2024-31: 117 West 5th Street (Humber House) 
 
Applicant: Yujie Cui 
 
Project: The applicant has submitted a COA application for a new section of 3-foot-tall wooden fence to be 
constructed along the side of the front yard that will match the design of the existing fence.  
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Blake Privette, Planner II, presented on behalf of City staff. Notices were mailed on October 8, 2024.  Sign was 
posted on October 8, 2024. Legal ad was published in the Daily Reflector on October 12, 2024 and October 19, 
2024.  
 
This is the Robert Lee Humber House, A two-and-half-story, T-plan, Queen Anne and Colonial Revival style 
frame house. The weatherboarded house front on West Fifth Street. From this elevation the pedimented front 
gable and one-story wraparound porch supported by Ionic columns is visible. A diminutive version of this porch 
is reproduced on the west elevation. Two roof dormers and a first-story bay window are on the west elevation. 
The rear (south) elevation of the dwelling has had several additions over the years, the c. 1916 porch replaced a 
Victorian-era porch with turned posts and balustrade. The two-story wing on the east elevation was also added 
c. 1916. the house originally had two-over-two window sash, however it was replaced in the around 1940 or 
1950 with twelve-over-twelve sash. The house is significant for its associated with Dr. Robert Lee Humber, Jr. 
patron of the arts and promoter of world peace through his World Federation Organization, precursor to the 
United Nations. The Robert Lee Humber House was listed in the National Register in 1981.  
 

Chapter Title Pages 
4 Fences and Walls 87-89 

7. If a new fence or wall is to be constructed, the design must be based on accurate documentation of a 
historic fence or wall or must be a new design compatible with the historic character of the building 
and the district. 

8. New picket fences must be substantially open in character and painted white or a color appropriate to 
the color of the building.  

9. Generally, new fences or walls should be constructed to follow property lines and not to abut existing 
structures.  

10. Fences along rights-of-way shall be set back three (3) feet from the interior edge of the sidewalk or 
three (3) feet from the interior edge of the right-of-way, whichever is greater.  

11. Front and side yard fences generally shall not exceed three (3) feet in height. 
   

The Design Review Committee (DRC) met on October 3, 2024, to discuss this application, and recommended 
approval. The proposed fence is in compliance with the Design Guidelines. 
 
Chair Jordan opened public hearing. 
 
Yujie Cui, applicant, spoke in favor of the request. 
 
Scott Power, citizen, spoke in favor of the request. 
 
Reid Thomas, Restoration Specialist and Regional Supervisor, SHPO Eastern Office, spoke in favor of the 
request. 
 
No one spoke in opposition of the request. 
 
Chair Jordan closed public hearing. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness.  
 
Motion made by Dr. Morehead, seconded by Mr. Hall, to adopt the Finding of the Facts as presented by 
City Staff. Motion passed unanimously. 
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8. Update Annual Work Plan for 2024-25 
 
Chantae Gooby, Chief Planner, provided update on Annual Work Plan for 2024-2025.  

Motion made by Dr. Carlin, seconded by Dr. Cox, to adopt Annual Work Plan for 2024-2025 as presented 
by City Staff. Motion passed unanimously.  

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

No Public Comments 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Design Review Committee –October 3, 2024 
2. Publicity Committee – No Meeting Held 
3. Selection Committee – No Meeting Held 

 
VIII. APPROVED COA/MWCOA STAFF UPDATE 
 
Blake Privette, Planner II, presented the Approved COA/MWCOA Staff update on behalf of City staff.  
 
IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS/OTHER 
 
Chantae Gooby, Chief Planner, provided an update on the Higgs House. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion made by Dr. Carlin, seconded by Mr. Hall, to adjourn. Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chantae Gooby 
Chief Planner   
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 City of Greenville,
North Carolina

 Meeting Date: 11/26/2024

Title of Item: Minor Works Update

Explanation: This is a list of Minor Work Certificates of Appropriateness that have been
issued since the Commission's last meeting. 

Recommendation: Receive staff report. 

 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS

  New MWCOA November 26, 2024.pdf

Item #3.
13

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2986443/New_MWCOA_November_26__2024.pdf


MWCOAs ISSUED SINCE THE COMMISSION'S LAST MEETING
Case # Location Scope of Work
2024-35 1105 Johnston St. Repointing, caulking, and painting, all like color

2024-37 401 Biltmore St. Replace rotten siding boards on accessory structure with hardee board with similar appear and 8" reveal. 
Repaint structure with same color
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 City of Greenville,
North Carolina

 Meeting Date: 11/26/2024

Title of Item: Consideration of Local Landmark Designation of the O.B. Peatross House -
Frances Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio at 1910 East 6th Street

Explanation:
This is a request from Timothy S. and Jane M. Power to have the O.B. Peatross
House - Frances Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio, located at 1910
East 6th Street, to be designated as a Local Historic Landmark. 

 

Along with the College View Historic District, there are currently 31 Local
Historic Landmarks, which are individually designated because of their
significance in terms of history, prehistory, cultural importance, and architecture.
Examples of Local Landmarks include the Greenville Municipal Building (201
West Fifth Street), the William H. Long House (200 East Fourth Street), King
Simmons Lodge (505 West 14th Street), and the Robert Lee Humber House (117
West Fifth Street).

 

Recommendations for Local Historic Landmark designations are made by the
Historic Preservation Commission. City Council makes the final decision on
which locations are given this honor. It signifies that the property is important to
the heritage and character of the community and that its protection enriches all
the community's residents. The following types of properties can be designated
as Local Historic Landmarks: buildings, sites, areas, and objects.

 

Before recommending that a property be designated as a Local Historic
Landmark, the Commission must investigate the property's significance and find
that:

 

1.  It has special historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural significance
and

2.  It shows integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, or
association.

 
 

Item #4.
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Criteria for Significance:

 

To have special significance, a property should meet at least one (1) of these
criteria:

1. It is associated with events that have contributed significantly to our
history.

2. It is associated with the life of a person significant in our past.
3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of

construction.
4. It represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values.
5. It has yielded or is likely to yield important historical or prehistorical

information.

 

Aspects of Integrity:

 

A property has integrity if it is able to convey its significance to the observer. In
other words, the significance can be seen or experienced, not just imagined.

 

These aspects of properties contribute to their integrity:

 

1. "Design" refers to the combination of elements that create the form, plan,
space, structure, and style of a property, as it was originally conceived. It
includes such elements as organization of space, proportion, scale,
technology, ornamentation, and materials.

2. "Setting" is the property's "setting" is its physical environment (including
natural or man-made features) as it relates to a property's functions, its
significant role, or its design. Setting refers to the character of the place
where a property played its significant role.

3. "Workmanship" is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular
culture or people during the period in history or prehistory when a
property was created.

4. "Materials" are the physical elements that originally were combined to
form a property. It must be an actual historic property, not a re-creation.

5. "Feeling" is a property's expression of the historical or aesthetic sense of a
particular period of time. A property has integrity of feeling when its
physical features together enable it to evoke a sense of its  historical
character.

6. "Association" is a property's direct connection with a significant event or

Item #4.
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person. It must be sufficiently intact to convey the connection to an
observer.

 

On May 23, 2024, the Selection Committee recommended approval of the
property to be designated as a Local Historic Landmark.
 
On July 23, 2024, the Historic Preservation Commission voted to adopt the
survey and research report and forward to the NC State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO) for review and comment.
 
On August 30, 2024, SHPO provided the following comments:
 
     According to the report, O. B. Peatross House- Francis Speight and Sarah
Blakeslee Home and Studio is of special local       
     significance as an excellent example of an American Foursquare and for its
association with Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee,
     who made significant contributions to the local and regional art world during
the mid-twentieth century.
 
     The report is complete and provides a strong argument. We believe this report
will provide the preservation commission and local
     governing board sufficient information to determine whether the O. B.
Peatross House- Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home
     and Studio possesses the requisite special local significance and integrity for
local historic landmark designation.
 
Legal Notice:
 
Letters (property owner and adjoining property owner) mailed on November 12,
2024.
Sign(s) posted on November 12, 2024.
Legal ad published in the Daily Reflector on November 16, 2024 and November
23, 2024.
 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation: Based on the Survey and Research Report and comments provided by SHPO, the
property possesses the required significance and integrity to be designated as a
Local Historic Landmark. 
 

Item #4.
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Specifically, the property meets the required significance and integrity as listed
below:
 
Criteria for Significance
     2. It is associated with the life of a person significant in our past.
     3. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction.
 
Aspects of Integrity
   

1. "Design" refers to the combination of elements that create the form, plan,
space, structure, and style of a property, as it was originally conceived. It
includes such elements as organization of space, proportion, scale,
technology, ornamentation, and materials.

      3. "Workmanship" is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular
culture or people during the period in history or prehistory
          when a property was created.
     4. "Materials" are the physical elements that originally were combined to
form a property. It must be an actual historic property, not 
           a re-creation.
 
At the October 22, 2024, the Commission deemed and found the O.B. Peatross
House - Frances Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home to be of special significance
in terms of its historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural importance and
possesses integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and/or
association. 
 
Provide recommendation to City Council

 
 
ATTACHMENTS

  Ordinance LLD - O_B_ Peatross House - Frances Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and
Studio.DOCX

  LLD Survey Report Speight House 1910 E. 6th St. Original Submission.pdf
  LLD Application Peatros-Speight House 1910 E. 6th St..pdf
  Excerpt - Handbook for Historic Preservation in North Carolina.pdf
  SHPO Comment Letter 1910 E. 6th St..pdf
  Petitioner Letter LLD 1910 E. 6th St..pdf
  APO Letter LLD 1910 E. 6th St..pdf
  Mailer Map LLD 1910 E. 6th St..pdf
  APO List LLD 1910 E. 6th St..pdf

Item #4.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2997102/Ordinance_LLD_-_O_B__Peatross_House_-_Frances_Speight_and_Sarah_Blakeslee_Home_and_Studio.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947775/LLD_Survey_Report_Speight_House_1910_E._6th_St._Original_Submission.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947776/LLD_Application_Peatros-Speight_House_1910_E._6th_St..pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947777/Handbook_for_Historic_Preservation_in_North_Carolina.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2947778/SHPO_Comment_Letter_1910_E._6th_St..pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2964713/Petitioner_Letter_LLD_1910_E._6th_St..pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2964710/APO_Letter_LLD_1910_E._6th_St..pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2964712/Mailer_Map_LLD_1910_E._6th_St..pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2964711/APO_List_LLD_1910_E._6th_St..pdf


ORDINANCE NO. ___

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GREENVILLE 
DESIGNATING THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS THE O.B. PEATROSS HOUSE-FRANCIS 
SPEIGHT AND SARAH BLAKESLEE HOME AND STUDIO IN GREENVILLE, NORTH 

CAROLINA, AS A HISTORIC LANDMARK

WHEREAS, the property known as The O.B. Peatross House-Francis Speight and Sarah 
Blakeslee Home and Studio is an American Four-Square style dwelling characterized principally 
by its large, low-sloping hip roof, exposed rafters, six-over-one Craftsman-era windows, three-
quarter length hip roof front porch and simple board surrounds on doors and windows; and

WHEREAS, the house is located at 1910 East Sixth Street, in the City of Greenville, Pitt 
County Tax Parcel No. 17883, is more particularly described in Exhibit A, and is currently owned 
by Timothy S. and Jane M. Power; and

WHEREAS, Pitt County Tax Parcel No. 17883 is referred to herein as “The O.B. Peatross 
House-Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio”; and 

WHEREAS, the property known as The O.B. Peatross House-Francis Speight and Sarah 
Blakeslee Home and Studio, was initially constructed c. 1920 as a three-bay house with a steeper 
hip roof. In addition to its architectural significance, the Peatross-Speight House is perhaps even 
more important as the home and studio of Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Speight, a husband-
and-wife team of artists associated with early-to-mid twentieth century movements in American 
regionalist art; and
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WHEREAS, the property known as the as the O.B. Peatross House-Francis Speight and 
Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio has been deemed and found by the City of Greenville Historic 
Preservation Commission to be of special significance in terms of its historical, prehistorical, 
architectural, or cultural importance, and possesses integrity of design, setting, workmanship, 
materials, feeling and/or association; and the City of Greenville Historic Preservation Commission 
has recommended that the property be designated an “historic landmark” pursuant to Chapter 160D
Article 9, Part 4 of the North Carolina General Statutes and Title 9, Chapter 7 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Greenville and as further defined in City Code § 9-7-2; and 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Division 
of Archives and History, North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed and 
commented on the findings and recommendation of the City of Greenville Historic Preservation 
Commission; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Greenville has taken into full consideration 
the recommendation of the City of Greenville Historic Preservation Commission; all comments 
from the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Division of Archives and 
History, North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office; and all statements and information in 
the Survey and Research Report prepared by Timothy S. Power and the presentation to the City 
Council on December 12, 2024, on the question of designating the exterior portion of the property 
known as The O.B. Peatross House-Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio as a 
historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, all of the prerequisites to the adoption of this ordinance prescribed in Chapter 
160D, Article 9, Part 4 (Historic Districts and Landmarks) of the North Carolina General Statutes 
and Title 9, Chapter 7 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Greenville have been met.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Greenville, North 
Carolina, that:

Section 1.  The property known as the O.B. Peatross House-Francis Speight and Sarah 
Blakelee Home and Studio in the City of Greenville, North Carolina, jurisdictional area, more 
particularly described in Exhibit A, is hereby designated a historic landmark pursuant to Chapter 
160D, Article 9, Part 4 of the North Carolina General Statutes and Title 9, Chapter 7 of the Code 
of Ordinances of the City of Greenville.  The name of the owner of the properties are Timothy S. 
and Jane M. Power.

Section 2.  The waiting period set forth in Chapter 160D, Article 9, Part 4 of the North 
Carolina General Statutes shall be observed prior to the demolition of the property known as the 
O.B. Peatross House-Francis Speight and Sarah Blakelee Home and Studio.

Section 3.  That the owners and occupants of the property known as the O.B. Peatross 
House-Francis Speight and Sarah Blakelee Home and Studio be given notice of this ordinance as 
required by applicable law, and that copies of this ordinance be filed and indexed in the office of 
the City Clerk, Pitt County Register of Deeds, Pitt County Tax Supervisor, and the Planning and 
Development Services Department as required by applicable law.
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Section 4.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 
to the extent of such conflict.

Section 5.  Any part of this ordinance determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to 
be in violation of any law or constitutional provision shall be deemed severable and shall not affect 
the validity of the remainder.

Section 6.  That this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption.

Duly adopted this _____ day of December, 2024.   

___________________________________

        P. J. Connelly, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________

Valerie Shiuwegar, City Clerk

NORTH CAROLINA

PITT COUNTY

I, ___________________, a Notary Public for said County and State, certify that Valerie 
Shiuwegar personally came before me this day and acknowledged that she is the City Clerk of 
the City of Greenville, a municipality, and that by authority duly given and as the act of the 
municipality, the foregoing instrument was signed in its name by its Mayor, sealed with the 
corporate seal, and attested by herself as its City Clerk.

WITNESS my hand and official seal this _____ day of ________________, 2024.

______________________________

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:  _____________________
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Exhibit A

Property Name: O.B. Peatross House - Frances Speight and Sarah Blakeslee 
Home and Studio

Property Location: 1910 East Sixth Street, Greenville, Pitt County, North 
Carolina 

Pitt County Tax Parcel: 17883
Current Owner: Timothy S. and Jane M. Power
Property Description Reference: Register of Deeds of Pitt County in Book 1017 at page 861

The property, is further described as follows:

Lying and being in the City of Greenville, Pitt County, North Carolina and BEGINNING 
at a point in the southern property line of Sixth Street (which is identical with that designated 
Seventh Street on the plant), said point being 105 feet N. 87-36-00 W. along said property line of 
Sixth Street from the point where the southern line of Sixth Street, extended, would intersect the 
western property line of Forest Hill Circle, extended; thence with the western line of Lot 9 S. 2-
30-21 W. 153.40 feet; thence with the northern line of Lot 7 S. 84-54-49 E. 75 feet to an existing 
iron stake; thence N. 2-28-36 E. 149.88 feet to an existing iron stake in the southerly right-of-
way of Sixth Street; thence S. 87-36-00 E. 75 feet to an iron stake, the point of the beginning. 

And being the same property described in that deed to the Grantor dated May 11, 1960 
recorded in Book S-31, Page 454 of the Pitt County Registry. 
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6 ,. Designation of Historic Landmarks 

6 
Designation of Historic Landmarks 

Historic landmark designation applies to individual properties, which 
may be buildings, structures, sites, areas, or objects. State law specifies the 
procedure for designation of landmarks. The historic preservation (or 
historic landmarks) commission recommends designation, and the local 
governing board designates the landmark by adopting a designation 
ordinance. 

Landmark designation is an honor. It signifies recognition that the 
property is important to the heritage and character of the community and 
that its protection enriches all the community's residents. 

It is important for the commission and local governing board to follow 
the procedures required by law. Should designations be challenged in court, 
they are much more likely to be set aside on procedural grounds than on 
substantive grounds. If a commission has followed the required procedures, 
the court usually defers to the commission's decision on whether the 
property is worthy of designation. 

Types of Historic Landmarks ----------------

The following types of properties can be designated as historic 
landmarks: 

,. Buildings. A "building" is constructed mainly to shelter human 
activity. Examples are houses, churches, theaters, schools, 
government buildings, stores, office buildings, factories, stations, 
barns, stables, and sheds. 

,. Structures. The term "structure" refers to a construction with a main 
purpose other than shelter. Examples are vehicles, roads, bridges, 
tunnels, canals, dams, fences, prehistoric earthworks, lighthouses, 
kilns, silos, windmills, gazebos, and bandstands. 

,. Sites. A "site" is the location of a significant event, activity, building, 
or structure (even if the building or structure is in ruins or gone). To 
be proposed for designation, the site must have historical significance 
regardless of the value of any building or structure now existing 
there. Examples are battlefields, shipwrecks, cemeteries, ruins of 
buildings or structures, sites of villages or habitations, rock shelters, 
natural features, or designed landscapes. 

,. Areas. The term "area" can be used to refer to a portion of a large 
land parcel, when only that portion is designated. It may also refer to 
a designated property that consists of more than one tax parcel. For 
example, a designation might include one or more buildings on a 
large property plus an area surrounding them. Landmark areas are 
different from historic districts, which are groups of properties. 
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,. Objects. The term "object" refers to a structure that is relatively small 
and simple or is primarily artistic in nature. To be proposed for 
designation, the object should be in a setting appropriate to its 
historical significance. Examples are statues, monuments, fixed 
outdoor sculptures, fountains, mileposts, or boundary markers. 

Prerequisites for Designation of Landmarks 
Before a local governing board may designate any historic landmarks, 

these steps must have been taken: 

,. The local governing board must have established a historic 
preservation commission or a historic landmarks commission. 

,. The commission must have established rules of procedure and design 
guidelines. 

Once these requirements have been met, an individual property may be 
designated as a historic landmark by the procedure described below. 

Consent of the property owner is not required for designation of a 
property's exterior or grounds. Nonetheless, it is advisable for the 
commission to obtain the owner's support before initiating the designation 
process. 

Procedure for Designation of Landmarks 

These are the main steps in designation of historic landmarks: 

,.. The commission investigates the historical, prehistorical, architectural, 
or cultural significance of each property proposed for designation. 

,.. The commission submits a report of this investigation to the State 
Historic Preservation Office. 

,. The State Historic Preservation Office has the opporturuty to review 
the report and to make nonbinding comments on the substance and 
effect of the proposed designation. 

,.. The city or county attorney drafts an ordinance designating the 
landmark. 

,.. The commission and the local governing board hold a joint public 
hearing or separate public hearings on the proposed landmark 
designation ordinance. 

,.. The commission may recommend to the local governing board that it 
adopt or reject the proposed ordinance. 

,.. The local governing board adopts or rejects the proposed ordinance. 
Before adopting the ordinance, the local governing board may amend 
the ordinance as it deems necessary. 

,.. On adoption of the ordinance, the commission must notify owners 
and occupants of each designated landmark and the appropriate local 
government officials. 

) 

) 
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6 ,. Designation of Historic Landmarks 

Investigation of Proposed Landmarks 

Before recommending that a property be designated as a historic 
landmark, the commission must investigate the property's significance and 
find that 

,. it has special historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural 
significance/ and 

,. it shows integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, 
or association. 

The commission may make this investigation itself or may arrange for an 
investigation by qualified consultants or volunteers. 

During the investigation, the commission should contact the property 
owner to explain the ramifications of local designation and to seek 
cooperation. The property owner's consent is not required for designation of 
a landmark. However, the owner's consent is required for designation of 
specified significant features of a landmark's interior. 

Criteria for Significance 
To have special historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural 

significance, a property should meet at least one of these criteria: 

,. It is associated with events that have contributed significantly to our 
history. 

,. It is associated with the life of a person significant in our past. 

,. It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction. 

,. It represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values. 

,. It has yielded or is likely to yield important historical or prehistorical 
information. 

Aspects of Integrity 
A property has integrity if it is able to convey its significance to the 

observer. In other words, the significance can be seen or experienced, not 
just imagined. These aspects of properties contribute to their integrity: 

,. Design. "Design" refers to the combination of elements that create the 
form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property, as it was 
originally conceived. It includes such elements as organization of 
space, proportion, scale, technology, ornamentation, and materials. 

,. Setting. A property's "setting" is its physical environment (including 
natural or man-made features) as it relates to a property's functions, 
its significant role, or its design. Setting refers to the character of the 
place where a property played its significant role. 

,. Workmanship. "Workmanship" is the physical evidence of the crafts 
of a particular culture or people during the period in history or 
prehistory when a property was created. 
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.. Materials. "Materials" are the physical elements that originally were 
combined to form a property. For a rehabilitated property to have 
integrity of materials, its historical materials must have been 
preserved; it must be an actual historic property, not a re-creation. 

.. Feeling. "Feeling" is a property's expression of the historical or 
aesthetic sense of a particular period of time. A property has integrity 
of feeling when its physical features together enable it to evoke a 
sense of its historical character. 

>- Association. "Association" is a property's direct connection with a 
significant event or person. To have integrity of association, the 
property must be where the significant event or activity occurred, and 
it must be sufficiently intact to convey the connection to an observer. 

To qualify for designation, a property generally should show integrity in 
most or all of these respects. In particular, integrity of feeling or association 
alone is not sufficient, because these are more subjective qualities. Generally, 
a property retains integrity if it has not been substantially altered and if it is 
not severely deteriorated or dilapidated. 

Report on the Proposed Landmark 

For each proposed historic landmark, the commission must submit a 
report on its historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural significance to 
the State Historic Preservation Office. 

The information in this report provides the basis for deciding whether a 
property should be designated as a landmark. Because it provides the 
justification for the designation ordinance, the report must be thorough. 
Once a property is designated, the information in the report can be used in 
promoting the property's importance to the community, in evaluating 
proposed alterations, and in defending the commission's decisions against 
legal challenges. 

The report should describe the findings of the investigation, providing 
information on each of the criteria for significance and integrity outlined 
above. It should include the following: 

~ The property's name (both common and historical names, if they can 
be determined). 

~ The property's location (street address or, for a rural property, 
approximate location in relation to state routes). 

>- The name(s) and address(es) of the property's current owner(s). 

>- A concise statement of what is included in the proposed designation. 

>- Justification of the boundaries of the property proposed for 
designation. 

>- The date of construction and of any later alteration(s). 

>- An assessment of the property's historical, prehistorical, architectural, 
or cultural significance. 

~ An architectural or archaeological description of the physical elements 
of the property that are integral to its significance. 

) 

71



6 ,. Designation of Historic Landmarks 

,. A discussion of the property's historical background, period, and 
locality. 

,. An evaluation of the property's integrity of design, setting, 
workmanship, materials, feeling, and association. 

,. A current photograph that clearly shows the overall property and 
supplementary photographs that show details, other facades, and 
setting. 

,. Interior photographs if interiors are proposed for designation. 

,. A site plan showing the property's location, including the locations of 
any outbuildings and appurtenant features, and the boundaries of the 
area proposed for designation. 

,. The appraised value of the property. 

,. Any other information the local governing board deems necessary. 

The State Historic Preservation Office offers guidance on how to prepare 
the report. If the property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
the National Register nomination, with a cover sheet, can serve as the report. 

The State Historic Preservation Office must be given the opportunity to 
review the report and to comment on the substance of the proposed 
landmark designation (that is, whether the property is worthy of 
designation) and on the effects of designation. This review process is 
intended as a way for the State Historic Preservation Office to provide 
technical assistance and support to historic preservation commissions. 

Any comments or recommendations from the State Historic Preservation 
Office must be made in writing; they are for the consideration of the 
commission and the local governing board, and they are not binding. If the 
State Historic Preservation Office has not submitted comments within 
thirty days after receiving the commission's report, the commission and the 
local governing board are relieved of the responsibility to consider such 
comments. 

Recommendation by the Commission 

After investigating a proposed landmark and considering comments 
from the State Historic Preservation Office, the commission may adopt a 
resolution recommending designation by the local governing board. The 
written recommendation should include the relevant findings of the 
investigation. 

The commission should state precisely what it is recommending for 
designation. For example, if designation is meant to include the land area 
around a building or structure, the recommendation should say so and 
describe it. 

The Designation Ordinance 

The ordinance designating a historic landmark is drafted by the city or 
county attorney, for adoption or rejection by the local governing board. In 
drafting the ordinance, the attorney should consult closely with the 
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commission, the planning board, and other appropriate local government 
officials. 

Required Clauses 
A designation ordinance must include these clauses: 

>- Identification of the property. 

>- Specification of the exact boundaries of the designation. 

>- Specification of the property's features that are included in the 
designation, such as exteriors of buildings and other structures, 
interior features (if any), and significant landscape, archaeological, or 
natural features. 

>- Certification that the requirements of state law have been met 

>- The main facts supporting the finding that the property has special 
historical, prehistorical, architectural, or cultural significance. 

>- Designation of the property as a historic landmark pursuant to state 
law. 

Identifying Sign 
The designation ordinance may include a clause providing that the 

commission post a sign identifying the property as a historic landmark. 

Jurisdiction over Interior Features 
In certain cases, the designation ordinance may give the commission 

jurisdiction over interior features of a historic landmark. Jurisdiction over 
interiors is permitted only for these properties: 

>- Publicly owned landmarks (other than buildings owned by the State 
of North Carolina) for which specific interior features of historical, 
architectural, or artistic significance are specified in the designation 
ordinance. 

>- Privately owned landmarks for which the owner has consented to 
review of certain interior features. 

In such cases, the designation ordinance should state the nature of the 
commission's jurisdiction over the property's interior. 

Public Hearings on the Proposed Ordinance 

The commission and the local governing board must hold a joint public 
hearing or separate public hearings on the proposed designation ordinance. 
They must give reasonable notice of the time and place of the hearing(s) and 
must conduct them in accordance with the North Carolina Open Meetings 
Law, General Statutes of North Carolina, c. 143, a. 33C. Procedures for public 
hearings are discussed in Chapter 3. 

After the public hearing(s), the governing board may either adopt the 
ordinance as proposed, adopt the ordinance with any amendments it deems 
necessary, or reject the ordinance. 

) 
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Notification of Designation 

On adoption of a designation ordinance, the owner(s) and occupant(s) of 
each designated landmark must be given written notification of the 
designation. The commission must make every reasonable effort to locate 
and notify the owner(s) and occupant(s). 

The commission must file one copy of the designation ordinance and any 
amendments in each of these locations: 

,.. The office of the register of deeds of the county where the landmark is 
located. Each designated landmark must be indexed by the name of 
the property owner in the grantee and grantor indexes. The 
commission must pay a fee for filing and indexing. 

,.. The office of the city or town clerk, for any landmark within the city's 
or town's zoning jurisdiction. This copy must be available for public 
inspection. 

,.. The office of the city or county building inspector. 

In addition, the county tax supervisor must be notified of the designation 
and any restrictions on the property's use, and the designation must be 
clearly indicated on all tax maps maintained by the county or city. 

Effects of Landmark Designation 
Landmark designation has these consequences: 

,.. An owner who wishes to make changes to a property designated as a 
historic landmark must first have the plans reviewed and approved 
by the commission by applying for a certificate of appropriateness. 

,.. The owner of a designated landmark may apply for an annual fifty 
percent property tax deferral for as long as the property's important 
historical features are retained. 

A designated landmark may be identified by a sign posted on the 
property {with the owner's consent) or on a nearby public right-of-way, if 
this is provided for in the designation ordinance. 

When a property is designated as a historic landmark, the designation is 
filed with the title to the property. Future owners of the property are subject 
to the designation unless it is revoked. 

Requirement for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

Once a property is designated as a historic landmark, the owner cannot 
demolish the property, move it, or substantially change its exterior features 
without a certificate of appropriateness issued by the historic preservation 
commission. 

If the designation ordinance specifies review of certain interior features, 
a certificate of.appropriateness also is needed for changes to these features. 
Commission approval is not required for routine maintenance or repairs that 
do not involve a change in design, material, or appearance. Nor is 
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commission approval required for changes certified by the building inspector 
to be necessary for public safety. 

The commission cannot deny a certificate of appropriateness for 
demolition or relocation; however, the commission may delay demolition or 
relocation for up to one year. 

Application for certificates of appropriateness and procedures for 
commission review of these applications are discussed in detail in Chapter 8. 
Chapter 8 also discusses the actions the commission may take if the 
designation ordinance is violated. 

Property Tax Deferral for Designated Landmarks 

Properties designated as historic landmarks are treated as a special class 
of property under state law (General Statutes of North Carolina, c. 105, ss. 105-
278). They are taxed on the basis of fifty percent of their true value as 
determined by the county tax supervisor. 

How the Tax Deferral Works 
A designated landmark automatically is eligible for the property tax 

deferral; the deferral is not at the option of the local governing board. 
Payment of the difference between the tax based on the property's full value 
and the tax based on fifty percent of its value is deferred as long as the 
property's significant historical features are retained. 

The tax deferral is not automatic; to receive it, the owner of a designated 
landmark must apply to the county tax supervisor for a reduced valuation of 
the property. The reduction in value applies only to real property (the land 
and structures), not to personal property. 

Loss of Eligibility for the Tax Deferral 
The deferred tax becomes payable if the property loses its eligibility for 

the tax deferral, either because the property's integrity has been lost or 
substantially impaired (other than by fire or natural disaster) or because the 
designation ordinance has been repealed. 

If a property is disqualified for the tax deferral, the deferred taxes for the 
current year and the three preceding years, plus interest, become due. If only 
part of a property loses its eligibility, the amount of deferred taxes due is 
prorated. 

Rationale for the Tax Deferral 
The property tax deferral provides an incentive for preservation of 

historic properties, reflecting the belief of the North Carolina General 
Assembly and the local governing board that this preservation is to the 
public's ~nefit. 

In many cases, the tax deferral neutralizes disadvantages that could 
otherwise affect owners of historic properties. Property normally is taxed 
according to its "highest and best use," which often is not the same as its 
actual use. For example, commercially zoned land occupied by a historically 
significant residence or by an archaeological site might be valued for lax ) 
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purposes as though the land were available for construction of an office 
building or a shopping center. If the property is designated as a landmark, 
the tax deferral reduces the property tax so that it is closer ID the tax based on 
the land's acwal use (in this example, residential rather than commercial). 

The substantial tax penalty if the designated property is demolished, 
moved, or altered so that it loses its historical significance also gives the 
property owner an incentive to maintain the landmark properly. 

The property tax deferral for landmarks can reduce the local 
government's tax base. However, in many cases, designation encourages 
rehabilitation of historic landmarks, increasing their value. The increased 
value of the rehabilitated property can more than make up for the tax 
deferral based on the property's original value. 

In the case of already tax-exempt properties, such as buildings owned 
and used by the city or county, churches, universities, or charities, no 
incentive for preservation can be offered in the form of a tax deferral. 
Nevertheless, designation of a tax-exempt property subjects it to the 
commission's review of proposed changes and to a one-year delay of 
demolition or relocation. 

Revocation of Landmark Designation 
If a designated historic landmark is demolished, moved, or altered so 

that it loses its integrity or historical significance, the commission may 
recommend that the local governing board revoke that property's landmark 
designation by repealing the designation ordinance. Neglect of a property 
can be grounds for revocation; if the owner fails to maintain the property and 
it loses its integrity through deterioration, designation can be revoked. 
(Chapter 8 discusses how demolition by neglect may be prevented.) 

Revocation of landmark designation must be "for cause" -that is, 
because the property no longer meets the requirements for landmark 
designation. Because revocation carries heavy tax penalties, recommending 
revocation is a serious step for a commission to take. The commission should 
develop guidelines for deciding when to recommend revocation, both for the 
information of property owners and to protect the commission against 
charges of unfairness. 
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College Hill Historic District, Greensboro. Clulracterized by distinctive examples of 
residential design ranging from Queen Anne to Colonial Re<Jival to Craftsman, Greensboro's 
College Hill Historic District was locally designated in 1980. Since then, many deteriorated 
/muses in the district heve been carefully restored. {Shown are houses on Wallrer Avenue.) 

Wilmington Historic District-Residential. Established in 1962, the Wilmington 
Historic District Commission is one of the oldest in the stale. Wilmington's six locally 
designated historic districts contain many excellent examples of various residential and 
commercial architectural styles dating from the l!ilrly nineteenth century. (Siulwn are houses 
on Nun Street.) 
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North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Ramona M. Bartos, Administrator 
Governor Roy Cooper Office of Archives and History 
Secretary D. Reid Wilson Deputy Secretary Darin J. Waters, Ph.D. 
 

Location: 109 East Jones Street, Raleigh NC 27601         Mailing Address: 4617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617       Telephone/Fax: (919) 814-6570/814-6898 

 
August 30, 2024 
 
Chantae Gooby, Chief Planner 
Greenville Historic Preservation Commission 
210 W. 5th St. 
Greenville, NC 27835-7207 
 
Email: cgooby@GREENVILLENC.GOV 
 
 
RE: Proposed Designation of the O. B. Peatross House- Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home 
and Studio, 1910 E. 6th St., Greenville, Pitt County. 
 
 
Dear Ms. Gooby:  
 
Thank you for submitting the report for the O. B. Peatross House- Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee 
Home and Studio, 1910 E. 6th St., Greenville, Pitt County. We have reviewed the information in the report 
and offer the following comments in accordance with North Carolina General Statute 160D-946.  
 
According to the report, O. B. Peatross House- Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio is 
of special local significance as an excellent example of an American Foursquare and for its association 
with Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee, who made significant contributions to the local and regional art 
world during the mid-twentieth century. 
 
The report is complete and provides a strong argument.  We believe this report will provide the 
preservation commission and local governing board sufficient information to determine whether the O. B. 
Peatross House- Francis Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio possesses the requisite special 
local significance and integrity for local historic landmark designation. 
 
Local landmark designation means the community recognizes the property is worthy of preservation 
because of its special significance to the local community. Any substantial changes in design, materials, 
and appearance of the property would be subject to the design review procedures of the preservation 
commission. The owner may receive an annual deferral of up to fifty percent of the property taxes for as 
long as the property is designated and retains significance and integrity. (N.C.G.S. 105-278 et seq.). 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this report. Please note, our comments are advisory only 
and therefore, non-binding. Once the governing board has received a recommendation from the 
Greenville Historic Preservation Commission, it should proceed in the same manner as would otherwise 
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be required for an amendment to the zoning ordinance. Once the decision has been made, please return a 
completed copy of the enclosed designation form or a copy of the ordinance to our office. 
 
This letter serves as our comments on the proposed designation of the O. B. Peatross House- Francis 
Speight and Sarah Blakeslee Home and Studio, 1910 E. 6th St., Greenville, Pitt County. 
 
Please contact me at or Kristi.brantley@dncr.nc.gov (preferred) or 919-814-6576 should you have any 
questions about our comments. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kristi Brantley 
Local Preservation Commissions/CLG Coordinator 
 
CC: Commission Chair 
 
Enclosure 
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OwnerName OwnerAddress1 OwnerAddress2 CityStateZip
VINVENTURE PROPERTIES LLC 1912 WHICHARD CHERRY LANE RD STOKES  NC 27884
LEWIS GEORGIA E 105 PRESERVE LN HOMER  GA 30547
ABDALLAH JORGE M ABDALLAH SILVIA E 1910 E. 5TH ST. GREENVILLE  NC 27858
BLUE HERON PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LLC PO BOX 1643 GREENVILLE  NC 27834
SMITH ARCHIE THURSTON LAWRENCE JANE GRAY 1905 E 6TH ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858
ARNOLD MARY ALICE 1914 E. 8TH ST. GREENVILLE  NC 27858
PERKINS WILLIAM RIPPARD 105 KENILWORTH ROAD GREENVILLE  NC 27858
EC LEASES LLC 1036 W ROCK SPRING RD GREENVILLE  NC 27858
WYRICK GARY W 705 CHESAPEAKE PL GREENVILLE  NC 27858
POWER TIMOTHY SCOTT POWER JANE M 1910 E SIXTH ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858
KNOTT ELIZABETH S 1908 E SIXTH ST. GREENVILLE  NC 27858
SAINT JAMES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 2000 E 6TH ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858
BEE BETH ANNE PERHACS MARK ALEXANDER 800 FOREST HILL CI GREENVILLE  NC 27858
MBW RENTALS LLC 3756 IVY RD GREENVILLE  NC 27858
SUMMER LAND ENTERPRISES LLC 614 MAPLE ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858
GARDNER JOSHUA R COX MATTHEW B 1905 E EIGHTH ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858
NAYLOR MICHAEL W NAYLOR MICHELLE B 600 FOREST HILL CIRCLE GREENVILLE  NC 27835
CORRA MAMADI K 602 FOREST HILL CIR GREENVILLE  NC 27858
SU HONG-BING 1907 E 8TH ST. GREENVILLE  NC 27834

APO List LLD 1910 E. 6th St.
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 City of Greenville,
North Carolina

 Meeting Date: 11/26/2024

Title of Item: Major Work COA #2024-36: 117 West 5th Street (Humber House)

Explanation: This request is for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a variance of 1 foot to
construct a new portion of 4-foot-tall fence in the front yard. The new portion
will match the design and color of the existing fence. 

Recommendation: Staff recommends approval.

 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS

  Staff Report COA #2024-36 117 W. 5th St..pdf
  COA #2024-36 117 W. 5th St. - 4 ft. Fence.pdf
  DRC Recommendation COA 24-36 117 W. 5th St..pdf
  Petitioner Letter COA 24-36 117 W. 5th St..pdf
  APO Letter COA 24-36 117 W. 5th St..pdf
  Mailer Map COA 24-36 117 W. Fifth St..pdf
  APO List COA 24-36 117 W. 5th St..pdf

Item #5.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2968665/Staff_Report_COA__2024-36_117_W._5th_St..pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2964689/COA__2024-36_117_W._5th_St._-_4_ft._Fence.pdf
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COA 2024-0036: 117 West 5th Street 
   
Request: The applicant requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for a variance of 1 foot to 

construct a new portion of 4-foot-tall fence in the front yard. 
 
Applicant:  Yujie Cui 
 
Location:  117 West 5th Street 
 
Parcel Number: 33092 
 
Historic Status: Local Landmark – Robert Lee Humber House 
 
Attachments:  1. Site Photos 

2. Supplemental Materials 
   3. Location map of property 
   
 
 
The Commission should consider this request based upon general conformance with the Design Guidelines. 
 
Description:  Robert Lee Humber House: A two-and-half-story, T-plan, Queen Anne and Colonial 

Revival style frame house. The weatherboarded house front on West Fifth Street. From 
this elevation the pedimented front gable and one-story wraparound porch supported by 
Ionic columns is visible. A diminutive version of this porch is reproduced on the west 
elevation. Two roof dormers and a first-story bay window are on the west elevation. The 
rear (south) elevation of the dwelling has had several additions over the years, the c. 1916 
porch replaced a Victorian-era porch with turned posts and balustrade. The two-story 
wing on the east elevation was also added c. 1916. the house originally had two-over-two 
window sash, however it was replaced in the around 1940 or 1950 with twelve-over-
twelve sash. The house is significant for its associated with Dr. Robert Lee Humber, Jr. 
patron of the arts and promoter of world peace through his World Federation 
Organization, precursor to the United Nations. The Robert Lee Humber House was listed 
in the National Register in 1981.  

 
 
Project Analysis: The applicant has submitted a COA application for a variance of 1 foot to construct a new 

portion of 4-foot-tall fence in the front yard. The new portion will be a wooden fence that 
will match the design and color of the existing fence.   
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From the Design Guidelines (shortened to include only those that apply): 
Chapter Title Pages 

6 Variance Provision 107 
The Historic Preservation Commission may vary the requirements of these provisions where 
strict compliance with the Design Guidelines could cause an unusual and unnecessary hardship 
on the property owner. The Commission may impose conditions on such variance in order to 
secure the objectives of the Design Guidelines. 
 

 
 

Chapter Title Pages 
4 Fences and Walls 87-89 
7. If a new fence or wall is to be constructed, the design must be 

based on accurate documentation of a historic fence or wall or 
must be a new design compatible with the historic character of the 
building and the district. 

8. New picket fences must be substantially open in character and painted 
white or a color appropriate to the color of the building.  

9. Generally, new fences or walls should be constructed to follow 
property lines and not to abut existing structures.  

10. Fences along rights-of-way shall be set back three (3) feet from the 
interior edge of the sidewalk or three (3) feet from the interior edge of 
the right-of-way, whichever is greater.  

11. Front and side yard fences generally shall not exceed three (3) feet in 
height. 

 
 
Design Review  
Committee (DRC): The DRC met on November 4, 2024, to discuss this application and recommended 

approval.  
 
Legal Notice:              Letters mailed on November 12, 2024. 
                                     Sign posted on November 12, 2024 
                                     Legal ad published in the Daily Reflector on November 16 and November 23, 2024. 

 
Staff Findings:  The proposed fence is not in compliance with the Design Guidelines which allow a 

maximum height of 3 feet for front yard fences.  
 
The commission will need to approve a variance in order to approve the proposed fence.   

   
 Staff recommends approval.    
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117 West 5th Street – Front View 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

87



 
 
 
 

                                                                                
(COA 2024-36: 117 W. 5th St.)                                                                                                         Page 4 of 5 
November 26, 2024 HPC Meeting 
Doc. # 1199844 

 
 
 

 
 

 
117 West 5th Street – Fence Location 
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117 West 5th Street – View of existing fence 
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OwnerName OwnerAddress1 OwnerAddress2 CityStateZip
TIRAJAS LLC 103 PINEWOOD RD GREENVILLE  NC 27858
JARVIS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 510 S WASHINGTON ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858
UPTOWN PROPERTIES LLC 516 S COTANCHE ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858
ALNAMER RAED 619 LEGACY CT APT 109 WINTERVILLE  NC 28590
HASKETT MARGARET P JACKSON MARY SLAY ETALS 2307 CHESTNUT ST WILMINGTON  NC 28405
NOBLES GARRY L NOBLES WANDA S PO BOX 2202 WINTERVILLE  NC 28590
EMERALD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LLC 2470 EMERALD PLACE STE C GREENVILLE  NC 27834
BYELICK NATHAN J BYELICK MARGARET B 1135 KILDAIRE FARM RD STE 200 CARY  NC 27511
AGL REAL HOLDINGS LLC 2025 EASTGATE DR STE B GREENVILLE  NC 27858
MOYE CORP LLC PO BOX 1704 GREENVILLE  NC 27835
GREENVILLE THEATRE VENTURES LLC 805 N WEST ST RALEIGH  NC 27603
STEADY PLANK LLC 740 SE GREENVILLE BLVD STE 400 191 GREENVILLE  NC 27858
GLN PROPERTIES LLC 1544 KELLY CI GRIMESLAND  NC 27837
JNRW HOLDINGS LLC 619 LEGACY CT APT 109 WINTERVILLE  NC 28950
501 EVANS LLC 1116 QUEENSFERRY RD CARY  NC 27511
GREENVILLE GROWTH LLC FKA C & W INVESTMENT PROPERTIES LLC 333 FARMINGTON RD GRIMESLAND  NC 27837
SPEIGHT RENTALS LLC 427 EVANS ST GREENVILLE  NC 27858

APO List COA 24-36 117 W. 5th St.
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 City of Greenville,
North Carolina

 Meeting Date: 11/26/2024

Title of Item: Status Update on Approved Major and Minor Work Certificates of
Appropriateness

Explanation: This is an update on the status of approved Major and Minor Work Certificates
of Appropriateness. Once items have been reported as completed, the item will
no longer be included on future updates. 

Recommendation: Hear staff report. 

 
 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS

  COA & MWCOA Status Update November 26, 2024.pdf

Item #6.
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STATUS UPDATE ON APPROVED COA/MWCOA

Case # Location Type Status
2023-14 707 W. 4th St. Minor Incomplete - Repair wood rot, repaint with DRC approved colors
2023-22 404 S. Rotary Ave. Major Incomplete - Restoration of carport, A frame roof, shingles, columns boxed in.
2023-29 403 Maple St. Minor Incomplete - Remove tree hazard, replace with like species
2023-37 210 S. Library St. Minor Incomplete - Remove diseased tree replace with canopy tree
2023-47 304 S Jarvis St. Minor Incomplete - Repair flat roof and damaged wood trim underneath with like materials
2023-48 801 E. 4th St. Minor Incomplete - Repair porch support column with like materials. Paint new materials with like color
2024-01 405/407 S. Library St. Major Incomplete - Replace windows damaged in fire with like materials and color
2024-02 405/407 S. Library St. Minor Incomplete - Repaint soffit to match existing color, paint front door to match soffit color

2024-04 1112 Dickinson Ave. Major Incomplete - Demolition and removal of dwelling, non-contributing vegetation, and two accessory buildings as ordered by City Council

2024-13 1201 E. 5th St. Minor Incomplete - Restore flat roof and decorative wood railing on East and West elevations with like material and color

2024-15 401 S. Library St. Minor Incomplete - Touch-up painting of both structures with like colors, repair/repaint any rotten wood if found with like material and color

2024-16 401 E. 4th St. Minor Incomplete - Replace flat roof on 2 buildings

2024-19 803 E. 5th St. Minor Incomplete - Repair and paint rotten wood on East sunroom & West porch, re-glaze/repair windows of 2nd story sunroom, all in same 
material & color

2024-20 403 S. Eastern St. Minor Incomplete - Paint touch-up on front of house and awnings, in same color

2024-21 801/803 E. 4th St. Minor Incomplete - Remove existing deck in rear yard, repair rear door landing, move steps from deck to back door landing, repair damaged 
siding and trim boards all in like-kind, paint new boards with same colors

2024-22 805 E. 4th St. Minor Incomplete - Replace roof with like material and color

2024-23 117 W. 5th St. Minor

Incomplete - Repair/replacement of deteriorated wood siding and trim with like material, profile, and exposure, replace two areas of 
siding with hardie board siding that matches profile and exposure. Scrape, prime and paint exterior to match existing color. Repoint 

existing masonry chimney with mortar to match existing in color and texture. Replace roof vent sealant with new. Repair porch columns, 
railings, and trim with wood putty or replace with solid wood to match existing. Repair and infill porch floor with wood decking to match 
existing and paint to match existing. Treat porch ceiling with fungicide and repaint, install new vents. Replace three storm windows with 
new storm windows. Install portable in-room air conditioning venting duct in the side attic window. Repair exterior doors. Re-slope rear 

patio to drain water away from building. Install leaf guards on gutters. Relocate gutter downspout that is discharging towards exterior 
wall. Replace deteriorated rim beam at rear patio. Scrape, prime, and repaint exterior metal elements to match existing. Repair/replace 
damaged window elements including windowsills, frames, muntins, sashes, and trim, and repaint. Ensure all heads and sills are flashed 

properly and remove paint on glass panes. 

2024-24 123 W. 3rd St. Minor Incomplete - Repaint trim to match existing color, repair hole in trim to match existing and repaint to match existing color, replace 
columns with wood box columns wrapped in hardie board to match existing design and color 

2024-25 313 S. Summit St. Minor Incomplete - Repaint painted areas to match existing white
2024-26 400 S. Rotary Ave. Minor Incomplete - Repair/replace roof, roof trim components, and siding with like materials and color
2024-27 405 S. Eastern St. Major Incomplete - Replace 6 windows on the front of the house
2024-28 401 S. Library St. Major Incomplete - Replace 7 windows on the front and side of the house

This work has been inspected by staff and has been completed. These items will no longer be reported to the HPC on future agendas. 
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STATUS UPDATE ON APPROVED COA/MWCOA

2024-29 117 W. 5th St. Minor

Incomplete - Repair/replace damaged elements of wood fence to match existing material, pattern, and construction, replace hardware at 
wood gates, repaint fence to match existing. Repair/replace damaged wood elements on outbuilding to match existing with solid wood or 
fiber cement board, repaint to match existing. Repair wood door at outbuilding to match original construction. Replace existing roof on 

outbuilding with new asphalt shingle roof to match existing, replace flashing and any deteriorated deck boards and rafters. 

2024-30 1201 E. 5th St. Minor Incomplete - Removal of a dead, diseased, or dangerous tree in rear yard
2024-31 117 W. 5th St. Major Incomplete - Construct a new portion of 3-foot fence in the side yard
2024-32 302 S. Library St. Minor Incomplete - Repaint portion of front of house with same color
2023-33 409 S. Jarvis St. Minor Incomplete - Replace roof with like material and color
2024-35 1105 Johnston St. Minor Incomplete - Repointing, caulking, and painting, all like color

2024-37 401 Biltmore St. Minor Incomplete - Replace rotten siding boards on accessory structure with hardee board with similar appear and 8" reveal. Repaint structure 
with same color
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