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Council Tentative Meeting Schedule

 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2464790/Tentative_Meeting_Schedule_as_of_02-29-24.pdf


City Council Tentative Meeting Schedule
Subject to change

February 29, 2024

Date Time Meeting Location

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 4:00 PM City Conference Board Meeting City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

Work Session 410 E. Washington Street

6:00 PM Formal Meeting

Tuesday, April 2, 2024 4:00 PM Special Formal Meeting City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

Work Session 410 E. Washington Street

6:00 PM Formal Meeting

Monday, April 15, 2024 4:30 PM Joint Entities Meeting City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

Hosted by the City of Iowa City 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, April 16, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, May 7, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, June 4, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, June 18, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Monday, July 15, 2024 4:30 PM Joint Entities Meeting TBD

Hosted by the City of North Liberty

Tuesday, July 16, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, August 6, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, August 20, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, September 17, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, October 1, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, October 15, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Monday, October 21, 2024 4:30 PM Joint Entities Meeting TBD



Hosted by the City of University Heights

Monday, November 4, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 4:00 PM Work Session City Hall, Emma J. Harvat Hall

6:00 PM Formal Meeting 410 E. Washington Street



Attachments: Memo from Senior Planner: 2023 Certified Local Government Annual Report

Item Number: IP2.

February 29, 2024

Memo from Senior Planner: 2023 Certified Local Government Annual Report

 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/attachment/2471780/Memo_from_Senior_Planner_-_2023_Certified_Local_Government_Annual_Report.pdf


 

 

 

 
Date: February 27, 2024 
 
To: Geoff Fruin, City Manager 
 
From: Anne Russett, Senior Planner, Neighborhood & Development Services 
 
Re: 2023 Certified Local Government Annual Report 
 
As a certified local government, the City must submit an annual report to the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO). This memo pertains to the 2023 Certified Local Government 
Annual Report [Attachment 1], which will be submitted to SHPO following review by the Historic 
Preservation Commission on February 8, 2024 and signature by the Mayor. 
 
An amendment to the National Historic Preservation Act in 1980 created the Certified Local 
Government program. The creation of this program established a formal partnership between 
federal, state, and local governments and encouraged local governments to undertake historic 
preservation efforts. The program has four primary purposes:  

1. Encourage historic preservation at the local level.  
2. Encourage local governments to follow the Secretary of the Interior's Standards & 

Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation in the administration of local 
historic preservation programs.   

3. Provide technical assistance through SHPO.  
4. Provide funding opportunities for preservation activities.  

 
The annual report is a requirement for maintaining the City’s CLG status. The report 
summarizes the previous year’s preservation activities, meetings, and trainings. In addition to 
being reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission, SHPO requires that the report be 
presented to the City Council at a public meeting. The report also requires the Mayor’s 
signature.  
 
At the City Council’s work session on February 6, staff presented a summary of the 2023 CLG 
Annual Report. The highlights of the report are as follows:  
 

• Staff provided technical and design assistance for potential historic review applications. 
• Staff processed 85 new applications for historic review. 
• One property was designated as local historic landmark: 

o 715 N Dodge Street, the Original Emma Goldman Clinic 
• The 40th Annual Awards Presentation was held on September 28, 2023.  
• Staff administered the Historic Preservation Fund, which funded 9 projects in 2023.  
• Staff attended trainings on design review and cultural places.  
• Staff mailed out letters to property owners within the City’s local historic districts, 

conservation districts, and landmark properties explaining the City’s historic review 
process for exterior modifications.  

 
Attachment: 

1. 2023 Certified Local Government Annual Report 
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Bristow, Jessica 42107225120

Iowa Economic Development Authority

SHPO CLG Annual Report for 2023
Jessica Bristow
410 Washington Street
Iowa City, IA 52240, United States
319-356-5243
jessica-bristow@iowa-city.org

Submitted: February 26, 2024

* indicates a required field

Forms

SHPO Certified Local Government Annual Report

Under the CLG Agreement with the State, local governments and their historic
preservation commissions are responsible for submitting an annual report documenting
the commission’s preservation work and that they have met the requirements of the CLG
program.

This annual report is also an important tool for your commission to evaluate its own
performance and to plan for the coming year.

We look forward to hearing from each CLG this year!

1.
I am aware the submission of this report requires a signature from my communities chief
elected official.

The signature form is located here:

yes

2. Name of the city, county, or land use district:
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Please choose from the drop down list.

Iowa City Historic Preservation Commission

3.
Did your commission undertake any survey, evaluation, and/or registration/nomination
projects?

CLG Standards are in your local government's Certified Local Government (CLG) Agreement
and the National Historic Preservation Act:

The CLG shall maintain a system for the survey and inventory of historic and prehistoric
properties in a manner consistent with and approved by the STATE.

The CLG will review National Register nominations on any property that lies in the jurisdiction of
its historic preservation commission.

No

4.
Were any National Register of Historic Places properties in your jurisdiction altered,
moved, or demolished in this calendar year?

Yes

4.1.
Please identify the property or properties and the action (altered, moved, or demolished).

37 NRHP properties are known to have been altered in 2023, based on project approval by the
Iowa City Historic Preservation Commission and/or staff. Most of these properties area located
within National register Historic Districts which are also local historic districts. The list does not
include small repair projects, interior alterations, or work on non-contributing outbuildings. Any
work that occurred in the Melrose Historic District or the Iowa City Downtown Historic District,
which are not locally designated historic districts, are not included here unless they are individual
local landmarks because they are not under the Commission’s purview.
10 Bella Vista Place – Brown Street Historic District (deteriorated historic garage demolition and
new garage construction)
430 Brown Street – Brown Street Historic District (skytube installation)
119 East College Street – Iowa City Downtown Historic District and Local Landmark (commercial
sign at second floor)
320 East College Street (Trinity Episcopal Church) – NR and Local Landmark (signage
replacement)
603 East College Street – College Green Historic District (street-facing door replacement)
811 East College Street – College Green Historic District (mini-split installation)
1031 East College Street – East College Street Historic District (alteration to earlier rear addition,



2/26/24, 11:30 AM Iowa Economic Development Authority - SlideRoom - Submission

https://iowaartscouncil.slideroom.com/#/Submission/confirmation/7225120 3/16

roof shingle replacement, front step replacement, new rear deck)
325 North Gilbert Street – Gilbert-Linn Street Historic District, locally aka Northside Historic District
(roof shingle replacement)
420 North Gilbert Street – Gilbert-Linn Street Historic District, locally aka Northside Historic District
(step replacement)
828 North Gilbert Street – Brown Street Historic District (deteriorated garage and exterior stair
demolition)
737 Grant Street – Longfellow Historic District (front step replacement)
428 East Jefferson Street – Jefferson Street Historic District (stair replacement)
614 North Johnson Street – Brown Street Historic District (roof shingle replacement, radon
mitigation installation, and chimney repair)
821 North Johnson Street – Brown Street Historic District (deteriorated architectural retaining wall
demolition and new construction)
109 South Johnson Street – College Green Historic District (deteriorated window replacement)
420 North Linn Street – Gilbert-Linn Street Historic District, locally aka Northside Historic District
(front stair and railing replacement)
514 North Linn Street - Gilbert-Linn Street Historic District, locally aka Northside Historic District
(deteriorated attic window replacement)
721 North Linn Street – Brown Street Historic District (garage roof shingle replacement)
28 South Linn Street (Old Post Office) – NR and Local Landmark (full exterior rehabilitation,
cleaning, repairs, and reconstruction)
320 Melrose (Cannon House) NR and Local Landmark (windows and doors have been boarded
up and all surrounding structures in this University-owned area have been demolished- this
house’s future is unknown)
1324 Muscatine Avenue – Muscatine Avenue Moffitt Cottage Historic District, locally aka
Longfellow Historic District (deteriorated window replacement)
1328 Muscatine Avenue – Muscatine Avenue Moffitt Cottage Historic District, locally aka
Longfellow Historic District (roof shingle replacement)
607 Oakland Avenue – Longfellow Historic District (roof replacement, shingle to metal)
738 Oakland Avenue – Longfellow Historic District (rear stoop and step construction and
basement egress window and window well)
530 Ronalds Street – Brown Street Historic District (deteriorated siding replacement)
724 Ronalds Street – Brown Street Historic District (new primary building construction with lot split
in half)
515 Rundell Street – Longfellow Historic District (siding and trim repair and replacement and rear
basement window replacement
707 Rundell Street – Longfellow Historic District (overhead door replacement)
738 Rundell Street – Longfellow Historic District (front window alteration and deteriorated window
and door replacement)
304 South Summit Street- Summit Street Historic District (north wall of rear addition rebuilt to
match existing)
331 South Summit Street – Summit Street Historic District (rear deck addition and front porch
reconstruction)
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405 South Summit Street – Summit Street Historic District (roof shingle replacement)
430 South Summit Street – Summit Street Historic District (rear addition)
533 South Summit Street – Summit Street Historic District (roof and column addition for a side
porch)
1011 Woodlawn Avenue – Woodlawn Avenue Historic District (repair and reconstruction following
fire- work approved but not started)
1025 Woodlawn Avenue – Woodlawn Avenue Historic District (new foundation for barn and
chimney repair and reconstruction)
1047 Woodlawn Avenue – Woodlawn Avenue Historic District (new rear deck and repairs to earlier
addition)

5. Does your local government designate local landmarks or local districts?

IMPORTANT: Most local governments do not have a program for local designation. If you have
questions about whether you have a local designation program or not, please contact the CLG
Coordinator at historic.preservation@iowaeda.com before you complete this section.

Yes

5.1.
What properties did your community place on its list of locally designated historic
landmarks and/or historic districts?

Please attach a copy of the final designation nomination(s) and ordinance(s) for these
properties.

REMINDER: Before local districts are designated by your city council, you must send the local
nomination to the SHPO for review and comment. Please allow at least 45 days for review
before the nomination is scheduled for city council review. The SHPO review takes place after
your commission has approved the local district nomination and BEFORE it is placed on the city
council's agenda.

715 North Dodge Street, the Original Emma Goldman Clinic, is located in the Brown Street
Historic District and was locally landmarked because of its significance to women's history, social
history, and health and medicine at the local level.

5.2.
What properties did your community place on its list of locally designated historic
landmarks and/or historic districts? (Duplicate)
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Please attach a copy of the final designation nomination(s) and ordinance(s) for these
properties.

REMINDER: Before local districts are designated by your city council, you must send the local
nomination to the SHPO for review and comment. Please allow at least 45 days for review
before the nomination is scheduled for city council review. The SHPO review takes place after
your commission has approved the local district nomination and BEFORE it is placed on the city
council's agenda.

715 N Dodge Emma Goldman Local Landmark.pdf

5.3.
Please identify the property or properties and the action (altered, moved, or demolished).
(Duplicate)

23 local designated properties are known to have been altered in 2023, based on project approval
by the Iowa City Historic Preservation Commission and/or staff. Most of these properties are
located within local Conservation Districts but there are also some local landmarks not listed in the
National Register. The list does not include repair projects that were issued a Certificate of No
Material Effect, interior alterations, or work on non-contributing outbuildings.

1034 Burlington Street – College Hill Conservation District (garage demolition and new
construction)
410 Church Street – Goosetown/Horace Mann Conservation District (front step and balustrade
replacement)
439 Clark Street – Clark Street Conservation District (synthetic siding removal and wood siding
and trim repair, front and rear step construction)
103 South Governor Street – College Hill Conservation District (south porch reconstruction)
112 South Governor Street – College Hill Conservation District (synthetic siding removal and wood
siding and trim repair)
511 South Lucas Street - Governor-Lucas Street Conservation District (window replacement)
533 South Lucas Street – Governor-Lucas Street Conservation District (window replacement and
egress window well installation)
640 South Lucas Street – Governor-Lucas Street Conservation District (rear porch reconstruction)
1033 East Washington Street – College Hill Conservation District (front step and handrail
replacement)
625 South Governor Street – Governor-Lucas Street Conservation District (construction of an 8
foot exterior wall)
804 Iowa Ave – College Hill Conservation District (redesign of balcony railing and replacement of
rear stucco)
813 Rundell Street – Dearborn Street Conservation District (reconfiguration of roof on historic
screened porch)
521 South Governor St – Governor-Lucas Street Conservation District (vinyl siding removal and
historic siding and trim repair, installation of wood shutters)

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.slideroom.com/applicant/887/924/1429788/form/22853ad6-71e8-4203-8aff-0e0f979079a8.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAQWNJQLWB3HAKVXPY&Expires=1709054926&Signature=XZPmUlsD8MI1j8Vys7siC8TYUrs%3d
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610 N Johnson Street – Goosetown/Horace Mann Conservation District (porch reconstruction)
614 Clark St – Clark Street Conservation District (new garage construction)
515 Clark St – Clark Street Conservation District (step replacement)
1033 E Washington St – College Hill Conservation District (historic outbuilding foundation repair
1030 Burlington St – College Hill Conservation District (mini-split installation and screening)
1603 Jackson Ave – Dearborn Street Conservation District (window and stucco repair and
deteriorated siding and trim replacement)
930 E College – College Hill Conservation District (5 foot decorative metal fence installation)
1211 Muscatine Ave – College Hill Conservation District (deteriorated dormer window
replacement)
1211 Burlington St – College Hill Conservation District (garage conversion to studio including new
floor and foundation, window addition, new overhead door, and mini-split installation)
225 North Gilbert Street – Local Landmark (deteriorated attic window replacement)

6.
Has your community passed ordinances that directly or indirectly impact historic
preservation during this calendar year?

Yes

6.1. Please provide a copy of the ordinance.

Ordinances 23-4914 and 23-4917.pdf

7.
Did your city, county, LUD or its historic preservation commission undertake any of the
following activities in this calendar year? Please think broadly about this question and
include any activity (small or large) that facilitated historic preservation in your
community. This is your opportunity to boast about your accomplishments and get credit
for the great work you do!

Please check all that apply!

CLG Standards found in CLG Agreement and National Historic Preservation Act:

1) The CLG will enforce all appropriate state and local ordinances for designating and protecting
historic properties.
2) The CLG shall provide for adequate public participation in the local historic preservation
programs.

a. Historic preservation planning. Examples include the development or revision of an preservation
plan, development of a work plan for your commission, etc.|b. Provided technical assistance on
historic preservation issues or projects. Examples include working with individual property owners,
business owners, institutions to identify appropriate treatments and find appropriate materials,
research advice, etc.|c. Sponsored public educational programming in historic preservation.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.slideroom.com/applicant/887/924/1429788/form/c1485fd7-1517-414c-9898-66cfdfcdbb4b.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAQWNJQLWB3HAKVXPY&Expires=1709054926&Signature=QNfp03Uz%2bUTFcWg3hKuWoknPa4k%3d
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Examples include training sessions offered to the public, walking tours, open houses, lectures,
Preservation Month activities, etc.

7.1.
Describe your communities historic preservation planning activities in this calendar year.

For the 2023 Calendar year, the work plan was again organized to align the Commission’s goals
and accomplishments with the Strategic Plan adopted by the City Council. This work plan includes
both continued goals and new projects with actions more fully developed so that progress can be
achieved. The current, 2024, work plan is reduced to three action items with the hope to make
progress on the reduced list. Ongoing work is included with updates as appropriate. Other goals
are combined in a long-term goal section.

7.2.
Describe your communities assistance with preservation issues or projects in this
calendar year.

Please be specific (address(es) of the property(ies), what was the issue(s), what assistance was
provided.

Planning staff provides technical and design assistance to applications for Historic Review. The
applicants are encouraged to meet with staff well ahead of time in the project planning process,
prior to submitting an application, to discuss their projects.
In 2023 the number of inquires continued at previous high levels despite the continued lack of
contractors to complete projects. In 2020 we had 248 inquiries, in 2021 a high of 274 inquiries,
246 in 2022, and in 2023 there were 241 inquires
From these initial inquires, in 2023 staff received and processed 85 applications plus four from the
previous years that had been on hold. Seven of these applications were eventually Voided as
duplicates or unnecessary, some following initial review. The number of applications is a decrease
from the all-time high of 118 for 2021 but equivalent with 2019, the last year prior to the COVID
pandemic.
Staff continued to implement the Preservation Fund which was launched July 1, 2017. The
Preservation Fund provides funding up to $5,000 per project as a matching grant or matching no-
interest loan to property owners for eligible exterior work on historic properties in Historic or
Conservation Districts or on Local Landmarks. The budget was increased by $2000 for the
FY2024 to $42,000 per year In the 2023 calendar year, 9 projects were approved. To date, we
have approved 54 funding projects on 43 properties and have paid out $165,000 on $404,000
worth of projects. We are currently under contract to provide $33,000 in funding toward $81,000
worth of work.
Staff provided assistance in early process review of an overall exterior rehabilitation project for the
Old Post Office, an NR and Local Landmark that serves as our Senior Center. Later, the work was
approved by the Commission.
Staff and the Commission provided a preliminary review of a potential project that would not be
possible due to some restrictive setback limitations in the Summit Street Historic District. This
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preliminary review occurred at a regular public meeting and provided the owner with valuable
feedback for the potential project.
Staff worked with the Housing Fellowship to review a new construction project for an infill lot in the
Brown Street Historic District that will provide affordable housing. The Commission provided initial
guidance at a regular meeting, staff helped navigate the review guidelines and worked with the
architect for compliance with the guidelines and so that the new house could be approved by the
Commission.

7.3. Please describe your community's public education programs in his calendar year.

Please provide specific details such as date of event, description of the event, how many people
participated, whether the commission partnered with other organizations.

The Commission held the 39th Annual Historic Preservation Awards on September 28, 2023.
During the presentation we celebrated the 40th Anniversary of both the awards and the
Commission through a video produced by our local Channel 4 that interviewed current and former
Commissioners and former staff. The Commission and Friends of Historic Preservation partnered
with the recently landmarked Highlander Hotel to hold the event in their ball room. We honored
residential and commercial projects from painting, to rehabilitation, to additions, and also
presented an award honoring the work of a local preservationist. The Johnson County
Commission also participated in the event and presented an award. While we did not count, we
estimate there were about 100 attendees. The anniversary video is located here:
https://youtu.be/SeVxP612GAQ

8.
Were there any issues, challenges or successes your preservation commission
encountered or accomplished this year?

One of the biggest challenges the Commission has had during this calendar year is a rash of work
completed without permits and the associated historic review. Typically, these projects are
reported to staff by the public. Then the Commission must review the work as if it was not already
complete. The owner or contractor either did not know they needed a permit and historic review for
the work or they knew but proceeded without them anyway. In most cases these projects have
resulted in violations and fines and in some cases, the completed work needed to be removed so
that it could be redone in compliance with the guidelines and Commission approval.
Several internal processes have changed this year. In order to improve timeliness of reviews,
several urban planners have been learning to review projects eligible for staff review. In order to
improve communication between staff and contractors/applicants, several response letters have
been adopted such as letters indicating whether or not an application is complete and to provide
comments on submitted applications. The letter template was adopted in lieu of sending an email
to this effect. In order to attempt to reduce the number of projects completed without historic
review, staff has worked toward increased communication with the building inspectors.
The property at 1025 Woodlawn in our Woodlawn Avenue Historic District includes a building that
may be the last remaining horse barn within the Original Town. The foundation has been
deteriorating over time and the floor was broken decades ago. The property recently changed

https://youtu.be/SeVxP612GAQ
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hands and the new owner is proceeding with a foundation replacement that was approved by the
Commission. At the same time, the neighboring property at 1011 Woodlawn suffered a fire in late
2022. While the work to repair it has been approved, the owner has not proceeded and the status
of the project is unknown.
The Commission has worked through an appeal to their denial for window replacement at 804
Iowa Avenue (with their denial upheld by the board of adjustment) and several open records
requests which have taken valuable time to accomplish.
Some historic signage that was installed as part of a recent Civil Rights grant was vandalized.
While multiple members of the public notified staff of the incident and it was reported, it is
assumed to be a random act and the sign was repaired.

9. What partnerships did your commission form or continue with other entities?

Examples include local main street office, local school, historical society, library, museum,
service club, etc.

If none, enter N/A

Staff worked with a student build group (through their architect and professional contractor) to
review a new construction project for an infill lot in the Brown Street Historic District that will
provide affordable housing through the new property owner, The Housing Fellowship. Staff helped
navigate the review guidelines so that the new house could be approved by the Commission. It
has been under construction this past fall.
In May, the City’s Climate and Outreach Coordinator addressed the Commission with an update
on the City’s Climate Action Plan. The Commission provided comments about their concerns with
landfill waste, the consideration of embodied energy and some concerns with the appropriateness
of some alterations to historic properties such as wall insulation installation.
Iowa City’s historic City Park Pool was a subject of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. At the
suggestion of several members of the public, the Commission invited the Parks and Rec Director
to a meeting to discuss this element of the plan. The Commission had a goal of retaining the
historic pool. While City Council approved a plan that will demolish the historic pool, the
Commission has continued the dialogue with the Parks Director to encourage a new pool that is
sympathetic to the historic pool.
In April a City Council member attended the Commission meeting to present about Council’s
strategic plan. Much of the meeting included discussion of the Commission’s work plan and how it
was aligned with Council’s strategic plan.
Staff continued to work with the Senior Center and Facilities staff in the rehab and Master
Planning of their building, which is the Old Post Office, both NR listed and a locally designated
landmark owned by the city.

10.
Did your historic preservation commission receive any grants (other than CLG or HRDP)
this year? If so, please describe. If none, enter N/A.
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N/A

11. Does your Historic Preservation Commission have a website?

Yes

11.1. What is the website address?

https://www.icgov.org/government/departments-and-divisions/neighborhood-and-development-
services/development-services/historic-preservation

12. Does your commission have social media accounts?

Yes

12.1. Please list any accounts your Historic Preservation Commission utilizes.

A Facebook Page

13.
List dates of public commission meetings held (please note these are meetings actually
held with a quorum, not just those that were scheduled).

CLG Standards found in CLG Agreement and National Historic Preservation Act: 1) The CLG
will organize and maintain a historic preservation commission, which must meet at least three
(3) times per year. 2) The commission will be composed of community members with a
demonstrated positive interest in historic preservation, or closely related fields, to the extent
available in the community. 3) The commission will comply with Iowa Code Chapter 21 (open
meetings) in its operations. 4) Commission members will participate in state-sponsored or state-
approved historic preservation training activities.

January 12, 2023; February 9, 2023; March 22, 2023; April 13, 2023; May 11, 2023; June 8, 2023;
July 13, 2023; August 10, 2023; September 14, 2023; October 12, 2023; November 9, 2023;
December 14, 2023

14.
Based on the work plan submitted last year for your commission please provide a self
assessment of the progress your commission made on the initiatives and programs that
were identified last year.

During 2023 the Commission made very little progress on their work plan. Staff moved forward
with a budget request for the Summit Street Monument and some internal process changes but
much of the Commission’s time was spent in reviews or preparing for the annual awards

https://www.icgov.org/government/departments-and-divisions/neighborhood-and-development-services/development-services/historic-preservation
https://www.icgov.org/government/departments-and-divisions/neighborhood-and-development-services/development-services/historic-preservation
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presentation. It is hoped that by reducing the work plan to specific action items that progress may
be more possible during this year.

15. Where are your official CLG files located?

If your commission also has digital file storage please note how those are being stored.

Neighborhood Development Services Department in City Hall, Iowa City

16.
In this calendar year, what was the dollar amount of the historic preservation
commission's annual budget?

We recommend that the local government provide the commission a minimum of $750 annual
budget to pay for training and other commission expense.

1230

17. Additional Budget information

This is an optional question, if there is any additional information you wish to share with the
State Historic Preservation Office regarding your community's budget.

The Neighborhood & Development Services Department budgets $450 for the annual mailing to
property owners in local historic and conservation districts. The Department also budgets $780 for
training opportunities. The Historic Preservation Fund of $42,000 per year for rehabilitation
projects is not part of the Commission's budget.

18.
Please list the names of the Historic Preservation Commissioners who served during this
calendar year.

Margaret Beck, Kevin Boyd, Carl Brown, Andrew Lewis, Jordan Sellergren, Noah Stork, Deanna
Thomann, Nicole Villanueva, Frank Wagner, Christina Welu-Reynolds

19. 2024 Work Plan

Each Commission should develop an annual work plan. Please include the project(s), initiatives
and programs your commission plans to begin or complete.

2024 Historic Preservation Work Plan.pdf

20. Commission Training Table

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.slideroom.com/applicant/887/924/1429788/form/59b666eb-a6d9-4af8-8aaf-94594802da49.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAQWNJQLWB3HAKVXPY&Expires=1709054926&Signature=vgMx3Eqa0tahLcv4QWp8Q0mIImc%3d
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An important requirement of the Certified Local Government program is annual state-sponsored
or state-approved training undertaken by at least one member of the historic preservation
commission and/or staff liaison. In this table, please provide information about the
commissioners’ involvement in historic preservation training, listing the name of the conference,
workshop or meeting (including online training opportunities); the sponsoring organization; the
location and date when the training occurred. Be sure to provide the names of commissioners,
staff, and elected officials who attended.

Name of Event
Sponsor
Organization

Location Date
Name of
Attendees

Design Review with
limited Resources

NAPC Online 2/2/2023
Jessica
Bristow

Traditional Cultural Places NPS? online 2/9/2023
Jessica
Bristow

21.
Who of your commission members, staff, and/or elected officials attended the Preserve
Iowa Summit? If so, please provide their names.*

Please note this must be completed. If no one attended, enter none.

Now is also a good time to start planning to attend the 2024 Preserve Iowa Summit in Mount
Pleasant on June 6-8, 2024. If no one attended please mark N/A.

Jessica Bristow, HPC staff member

22. Suggestions for improvement

The CLG program is here to support the Historic Preservation Commissions across Iowa. Do
you have any suggestions for how we can improve our services to your commissions?

More regular communication and updates about what is going on within historic preservation.

23.
What training topic would be most helpful for your Historic Preservation Commission?

We will use this information to help design the CLG Roundtable at the Preserve Iowa Summit
and other training opportunities throughout the year.
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The shortage of appropriately trained contractors is one of the greatest obstacles for preservation
to overcome in our community. This is not a local-only issue. We need to develop solutions to this
issue and maybe discussing as a state-wide group would help.
One of the barriers to increasing the activity level of individual commissioners may be the
reluctance to commit to participating in projects that take time time and resources in short supply.
Working through ways to encourage involvement or dividing complex projects into discreet tasks
could be helpful.

24. Chief Elected Official

Did your communities Chief Elected Official (Mayor, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, or
President of LUD Trustees) change in 2023?

No

25. Has the contact information for your communities staff liaison changed?

If you have a new staff liaison please select yes.

No

26. Commission Members

Please include all commission members in this table.

If the commissioner represents a locally designated district please provide the district in their
role field.

If the commissioner doesn't have an email address please enter a phone number.

For any new commissioners please include the biographical sketch in the following question.

First and
Last
Name

Mailing
Address

Email Address Term Role

Jordan
Sellergren

1729 N
Dubuque
Rd. Iowa
City, IA
52245

jsellergren@gmail.com
until
6/30/2025

At-Large Rep
and
Commission
Chair
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Noah
Stork

529 E.
College
St. Iowa
City, IA
52240

noahstork@gmail.com
until
6/30/2024

College
Green Rep
and Vice
Chair

Margaret
Beck

808
Caroline
Ave. Iowa
City, IA
52245

beck@uiowa.edu
until
6/30/2024

At-Large Rep
(archaeology)

Carl
Brown

1214
Sheridan
Ave. Iowa
City, IA
52240

carlbrown0001@gmail.com
until
6/30/2026

Longfellow
Rep

Andrew
Lewis

717 E.
Davenport
St. Iowa
City, IA
52245

andrew.taylor.lewis@gmail.com
until
6/30/2026

At-Large Rep

Deanna
Thomann

208
Fairchild
St. Iowa
City, IA
52245

deanna.thomann@gmail.com
until
6/30/2026

Northside
(Gilbert-Linn)
Rep

Nicole
Villanueva

431 S.
Summit
St. Iowa
City, IA
52240

niki.e.villanueva@gmail.com
until
6/30/2025

Summit St.
Rep

Frank
Wagner

519 South
First Ave.

frankfwagnerphd@yahoo.com until
6/30/2026

At-Large Rep
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Iowa City,
IA 52240

Christine
Welu-
Reynolds

619 Brown
St. Iowa
City, IA
52245

chriswelu@gmail.com
until
6/30/2025

Brown St.
Rep

27.
Please attach biographical sketches for commissioners who were newly appointed in last
calendar year.

Please be sure newly appointed commissioners sign and date their statement.

Lewis Andrew - Biographical Sketch - Feb 2024.pdf

28.
Does your commission have any vacancies? If so, how many? If you have no vacancies
please enter N/A.

We have three long-term vacancies for representatives of three small districts.

29. Authorized Official Signature

https://iowa1.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/PublicShares-
SHPO2/EcePJQuBK9RCipXr8ZRhe14BH5rcwYDjytXB6YnB3LVGZg?e=oR0MoI

Elected Official Signature page.pdf

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.slideroom.com/applicant/887/924/1429788/form/df48c0e3-c9b4-4ce5-8a63-2089c9fd4782.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAQWNJQLWB3HAKVXPY&Expires=1709054926&Signature=fySUSsGXq51rVAQRMjUtFNlEWOg%3d
https://iowa1.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/PublicShares-SHPO2/EcePJQuBK9RCipXr8ZRhe14BH5rcwYDjytXB6YnB3LVGZg?e=oR0MoI
https://iowa1.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/PublicShares-SHPO2/EcePJQuBK9RCipXr8ZRhe14BH5rcwYDjytXB6YnB3LVGZg?e=oR0MoI
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.slideroom.com/applicant/887/924/1429788/form/b8f061ee-8c19-4710-91bb-0c4b6a0f1aff.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAQWNJQLWB3HAKVXPY&Expires=1709055007&Signature=VEuxMMpNKpCSIRk88XzuQe27fuA%3d
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Bristow, Jessica 42107225120
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Memorandum 
 

Date: August 2, 2023 
 
To: Historic Preservation Commission 
 
From: Jessica Bristow, Historic Preservation Planner 
 
Re: 715 North Dodge, Original Emma Goldman Clinic 
 
 
In an effort to tell a more complete history of Iowa City, and in conjunction with the upcoming 50-year 
anniversary of the forming of the Emma Goldman Clinic, former Commission Chair, Kevin Boyd, and 
representatives of the Clinic have proposed local landmark designation for the property at 715 North 
Dodge.  Staff contacted the owners of the property, Jennifer Glanville and Benton McCune, who have 
expressed support for the designation and have provided the attached letter. Staff has submitted the 
application for rezoning on behalf of the Historic Preservation Commission.  
Designation of the property as an Iowa City Historic Landmark will require Commission approval of 
any significant changes to the exterior of the building.  Landmark status will also make the property 
eligible for special exceptions that would allow the Board of Adjustment to waive or modify certain 
zoning requirements and for State Tax Credit funding of rehabilitation work as well as funding through 
our Historic Preservation Fund for eligible rehabilitation projects. Since the property is already 
classified as a Key Property in the Brown Street Historic District, landmark designation will not change 
how the property relates to the Iowa City Historic Preservation Ordinance.  
As the attached site inventory form describes, this house is a gable-front house with some Craftsman 
Style detailing built between 1920 and 1926. It is very similar to catalogue houses that were popular at 
the time, and it may be a representative of this type. The house has a full front porch with a solid 
balustrade and grouped, battered columns on tall piers. The house has narrow lap siding with corner 
boards at the first floor. A mid-level band board at the level of the second-floor window sills 
demarcates a change to shingle siding with mitered corners and a ribbon coursing pattern. On the 
north side, the house has a single-story, square projecting bay with a shed roof. A full length shed roof 
dormer punctuates the main gable roof on the north side. The house has five-over-one double hung 
windows in pairs on the front façade and singles elsewhere. On the rear, an attached garage has a 
shed roof and connects to an enclosed rear porch to the south.  
The attached history of the home details its significance to women’s history, social history, and health 
and medicine at the local level. In 1973, following the landmark ruling in Roe vs Wade, a group of 
young women formed the Emma Goldman Clinic to provide feminist health care. They formed this 
clinic in a neighborhood house to provide a new kind of healthcare, one that was welcoming and 
unlike traditional medical offices. As they expanded, they acquired the home next door and then 
expanded to the location on North Dubuque Street. The house at 715 North Dodge Street is 
significant as the founding location for this pioneering organization in women’s healthcare. 
 
 



Landmark Designation 

The Commission should determine if the property meets criterion A. and B. and at least one of the 
criteria C., D., E., or F. for local designation listed below: 
 

a. Significant to American and/or Iowa City history, architecture, archaeology and culture; 
 

b. Possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and workmanship; 
 
c. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 

history; 
 
d. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; 
 
e. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; or 

represents the work of a master; or possesses high artistic values; or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; 

 
f. Has yielded or may likely yield information important in prehistory or history. 

 
Staff finds that the property is significant for its role in our local feminist history and women’s 
healthcare. As the location of the founding of the Emma Goldman Clinic meets local Criterion A and 
C. As an intact example of a Craftsman-detailed house from the 1920s, the property meets Criterion B 
and in Staff’s opinion, Criterion E. Staff does not find that there is enough information to consider the 
property meeting Criterion F at this time.  
Based on the information provided, staff finds that the property meets criteria A, B, C, and E, and 
therefore qualifies as an Iowa City Historic Landmark. Attachments include Site inventory forms for 
the property, a history of the property as the Clinic, a location map, and photos.   
 
Recommended Motion: 
 
Move to approve the designation of 715 North Dodge Street (Original Emma Goldman Clinic) as an 
Iowa City Historic Landmark based on the following criteria for local designation: criteria A, B, C, and 
E. 
 
Enclosures:  
Letter of Support from property owners  
Iowa Site Inventory form 
Emma Goldman Clinic History  
  



 
715 North Dodge Street – front façade (NE corner) 

 

 
715 North Dodge Street – front façade (SE corner) 



 
715 North Dodge Street – attached garage (NW corner) 

 
 





Site Inventory Form 
State Historical Society of Iowa 

1012712005 Printed from Database 

Inventory #: 52-01404 

Opinion 

Contributing in District 

Listed on NRHP 

Source- Year 

Consultant-1981 
NPS-2004 

Criteria Considerations 

ABCD ABCDEFG 

YNYN NNNNNNN 
Contributing in District SNRC-2004 Y N Y N N N N N N N N 

In District: 52 : 00002 Goosetown Historic District 
52 : 00007 Brown Street Historic District 

Review & Compliance #: 
1. Name of Property NRHP Listed: 9/29/2004 Non-Extant: No Non-Extant Year: 
historic name: House 
other names: 

2. Location 
street & number: 715 N Dodge St 

City: Iowa City 
Legal Description: 

Vicinity: No County: Johnson 
(If Rural) 

(If Urban) Subdivision: Block: 32 Lot: 8 
5. Classification 
Category of Property: 
Building(&) 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing: Non-Contributing: 

1 Q 
Q 
Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 
Q 

Buildings 
Sites 
Structures 
Objects 

Name of related survey or MPS 1 Q Total 

HADB: 52 • 012 Jacobsen, James E., 1981 • Goosetown Historic District Nomination 
HADB: 52 • 028 Svendsen, Marlys A., 1992 • Historic Resources of Iowa City, Iowa 
HADB: 52 • 029 Nash, Jan Olive, 1997 · Survey and Evaluation of a Portion of the Original Town Plat of Iowa City, 

Iowa: An Intensive Level Historical and Architectural Survey and Amendment to the Multiple 
Property Documentation Form "Historic Resources of Iowa City, Iowa" 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
Current Functions 
DOMESTIC/single dwelling 
7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
Late 19th & Early 20th Century American Movements: Bungalow/Craftsman 

Materials 
Foundation: 

Walls: Metal / Aluminum 
Roof: Asphalt 

Other: Asphalt 
8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
y A: Significant Events 
~ B: Significant Persons 
y C: Architectural Characteristics 
~ D: Archaeology 
(Y=Yes N=No M=More Research Recommended) 

Area of Significance 
Architecture 
Community Planning and Development 

Significant Person: Architect: 

10. Geographic Data 
UTM References: 

Criteria Considerations 
N A: Religious Institution 
N B: Moved 
N C: Birthplace or Grave 
N D: Cemetery 

N E: Reconstructed 
N F: Commemorative Property 
N G: Less than 50 Years of Age 

Significant Dates 
Construction Year: 

1920 D Circa 

Other Dates: 

Builder 

Photo/Slide: Roll/Sheet# Frame Slot 
14 

Year: 
1981 

Photo/Slide: Roll/Sheet# Frame Slot Year: 

f 1540 



IOWA SITE INVENTORY FORM 

CFN 259-1357 
11/26/90 

catiop •nd rupgtiopal xnform&tiop 

Survey ID Number 52-96-032 
Database ID Number -----­

R & c Number ------

1. Historic Name(s) --- --------------------------
2. Cormnon Name(s) --___,.-=--...,....----=--~~--------------------
3 . Street Address ___ . ..L_7~J 5;L.-...... N~. ~D!.lo!o~dg~e~Sclo.t..._. -~-:-:-"':"'""""':-:-----;---;--;:---::---:------:::--;-----
4. City Iowa City Vicinity [ 1 5. County Jobnson 
6. Subdivision -----loU.__ ____ 7. Block(s) 32 8. Lot(s) ........_ _____ _ 

Section Quarter of Quarter ___ of __ _ 9. Legal Description: (if -rural) Township Range 

Dtag;iRtiOD 
10. Historic Function ( s) _a.S1~· n~q~lJii.e_.fii.Siamiww.a.lvL...lodw..-.el ... l .... i..,.n~¥.a __________ _ 

~ 
OlA 

11. CUrrent Function ( s) _Mu~liWt ... i.;;;.-~fama.w.~i.-ly.L..ld.u~w~&e..,ll ... iw.n~q------------ 01B 

12. OWner 
Address 

North Side Deyelonment Phone#--=~=~-
730 N Van Buren St City/State Iowa City. IA ZIP 52245 

BHP Sources: Cty. Resource (] HABS (] Photo [] NR [] Tax Act [] Grants [] DOE [] R&C [] 

(Plat Map) ' (Sketch Map) 
N N 

•flJkl•HIIII•§IliH:;;RI~ Ill R~illlll~ 
,....--ni"""1AnS z STREE ~ 

§I 85§1 1 W~W E!~tjiiiii~R ·III~IIIILE~ 
~8 I IIB~ttHI @iiiiiiii~!DJ]§I 1~111111~ 
..J CHURCH ·. > ~ II lid §lll!::lld,lllt=l := 1111·11 R I H I 
111118§11§·§;3 -lH . §11111111111 

F' AIRCHILO u.wtn ~ . 

Ill II R § lllH §J IOIAAt Ld S I F9 Ill R ( 

~lief. 

~ \J 

0 ~ 
0 ~ 

· 15~old.S ~-

Source: "I.e. Planning & Community Development-1997 

INTEGRITY NOTES: 

Good integrity. 



EVALUATION SHEET 

Address: 715 N. Dodge St., Iowa City, IA 

Architectural Significance and Associ~ted Context(s): 

Applicable National Register Criteria: [~) A [~) B [x) c [ J D 
National Register Eligibility: I~div~dual: ___ Yes _x_ No 

D~str~ct: ___ Contributing ___ Non-Contributing 

Reviewed by I Date: Jan Nash I 3/14/97 

~is ~ernacul~r house is heavily. influenced by the Craftsman style. The boxy, gable-front shape 
Wl~ 1ts prom1nent front porch ~s ~ house form often given Craftsman details during this time 
per1od. Many ready-cut houses ava1lable through catalogs such as Davenport's Gordon-Van Tine 
Co., or Sears Ro~uck,.offer7d houses very similar to this one. Craftsman details include the 
us7 of many vert~cal-~~~ht w1ndows, exposed rafter ends and purlins, and the combination wood­
shlngle-over-narrow s1d1ng wall cladd1ng. 

Continuation Sheet [ ) 

Historical Significance and Associated Context(s) =-----------------------------------------
Applicable National Register Criteria: [ J A [ 1 B [ ] c [ ] D 
National Register Eligibility: Individual: _ Yes _ No 

District: ___ Contributing ___ Non-Contributing 

Reviewed by I Date: __ ~J~anML~N~a~sh~~~~~J~/~1.4~/9~7~---------------------------------------

The entire block on which this house sits was originally deeded to John Neinner in 1846. 
Neinner also purchased other discontiguous lots in the +lOrth side area in 1846, but this block 
was his largest single holding as well as being farthest from the new state capital's downtown 
area. There were other nearby whole blocks still on the market in 1846 so there is no clear 
reason for his. choice. The lot on which this house was built is not mentioned again in the 
transfer records until 1913 when John Goss and his wife give a quit claim deed to Leo Goss . 
The land does not leave the Goss family ownership until Fred A. Goss, et al, deeded it to Fred 
Racine in 1921. Racine deeded the northern third of the lot on which this house sits to Peter 
w. Prizler in December, 1925; Prizler promptly deeded it to his wife, Florence A. Prizler, in 
January of 1926. The Prizlers likely had the present house built at that time and did not sell 
it until 1944, when ownership was transferred to Anton and Mary H. Piek. 
Peter Prizler was a truck driver in for Lenoch and Cilek according to the 1928 city directory. 

Prepared by --~Ran~d~y~C~a~rp~e~n~t~e~r~~--~~---=~~~~-----------­
Address ~-----9~3~1~Ma~i~d~en~~L~an~e~·~I~o~w~a~C~i&tYLL·-I~Aa-~5~2~2~4uO~----------
Affiliation Tallgrass Historians L.C. 

Continuation Sheet [ 1 

Date ~----~J~an~~·~1~9~9~7~~-­
Telephone --~3.1,9~/3~5~4~-~6~2w7~7--



Property Characteristic For.m RESIDENTIAL 

N 259-1402 Survey ID Number 52-96-032 
11/27/90 Database ID Nuinber ----:---- -
Street Address: _.7.15~N~Po~d~q~e~-------------~--- City Iowa City County Johnson 
Legal Description: (If Rural) Township Range Section Quarter of Quarter 

of 

Location Integrity: Original Site (OS) Moved (MV) Moved to Original Site (MO) _QS__ 
Endangered?: 11 or Y If ye~, why? ------------------------------------------------

Ground Plan: a. Building Shape(s) Irregular b. Width _27..._ __ by Depth _so-. __ in feet 

Architectural Style/Stylistic Influences 
vernacular/Craftsman influence 

Key Stylistic Attributes 

Materials: Foundation ~c~o~n~c.rKe~te~b~l~o~c"k~--~----------------------------
Walls ___ t~h~1~·n~w~oQo~d~C~l~a~p~b¥oa~r~d~s~-----------------------------
Roof asphalt shingle 

Number of Stories -w.,......­
Roof Shape 
Builder(s) 

Original Construction Date -------

• 
Architect (s) Unknown 

Modification/Addition Date: 

10 
02 
08 

Code 
07E 

Continuation Sheet [ 1 

Significant Interior Components: 

Unknown. 

Surveyor Conunents: 

Well maintained house. 

Sources: 

Field inspection 8/27/96. 
City Assessor records. 

Continuation Sheet [ 1 

Continuation Sheet [ 1 

Sanborn Map Co. fire insurance maps, 1920 and 1933 (updated to 1944). 
Johnson County Land Transfer Records. 
Abstract of Original Deeds (located at the Johnson County Recorder's Office). 
See also bibliography in project report. 

Needs Furtl:ler Study /Anomaly ( l 
Surveyor Marie Ne\Jbauer 

Continuation Sheet [ 1 
Date August 27. 1996 
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Historic Preserva�on Commission 
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2024 Historic Preserva�on Work Plan 
 

Goals and Objec�ves for the Historic Preserva�on Plan (2007) 
The 1992 Historic Preserva�on Plan for the City adopted goals and objec�ves to guide the work of the 
Commission. The 2007 Plan update con�nued with the 10 original goals, though refocused to align with 
new opportuni�es and to acknowledge completed goals. The Historic Preserva�on Commission annually 
updates its work plan. The plan for 2024 iden�fies priori�es in rela�onship to Preserva�on Plan goals.  

Goal 1:  Iden�fy historic resources significant to Iowa City's past.  

Goal 2:  Con�nue municipal policy of protec�on of historic resources and implement this policy 
through effec�ve and efficient legisla�on and regulatory measures. 

Goal 3:  Establish economic incen�ves to encourage the preserva�on of historic buildings and 
neighborhoods.  

Goal 4:  Provide the technical assistance necessary to preserve and improve historic proper�es.  

Goal 5:  Heighten public awareness of historic preserva�on in the community and improve 
preserva�on educa�on efforts for various audiences.  

Goal 6:  Maintain and strengthen preserva�on partnerships between municipal government, 
state government, and federal agencies. 

Goal 7:  Establish and implement historic preserva�on objec�ves for the University of Iowa 
campus and surrounding neighborhoods. 

Goal 8:  Establish and support heritage tourism efforts appropriate to Iowa City's historic 
resources and community needs. 

Goal 9:  Conduct regular review and evalua�on of historic preserva�on ini�a�ves by the historic 
preserva�on community. 

Goal 10: Adopt strategies to preserve historic neighborhoods which reflect their organic 
development, historical roles and tradi�ons, modern needs, and economic health and stability. 

Commission Priori�es 
Oak Grove Park (Goal 1, Goal 5, Goal 10) 

Partner with Parks and Recreation Commission, Public Art Commission, Lucas Farms Neighborhood, and 
other community organizations to make Oak Grove Park a public space that honors the site’s heritage. 
The park, originally owned by the railroad, was home to many Mexican immigrants who lived in 
company-owned housing, old boxcars. Many of those immigrants moved into the surrounding 
neighborhood. When the City sold Elm Grove Park, near the Johnson County Administra�on Building, it 
bought the land where Oak Grove Park now sits. The park is currently scheduled for major renova�on in 



 
 

Iowa City 

Historic Preserva�on Commission 
City Hall, 410 E Washington Street, Iowa City. IA. 52240 

 
2026 or 2027 which provides plenty of �me for us to inves�gate outside funding sources and develop a 
community plan that makes it a public space both for the neighborhood but also the City. While the 
majority of the work for this park will occur in future years, the Commission has determined that it is a 
priority to begin inves�ga�on and research into the history of the are now.  

Landmark/District Subcommitee (Goal 1, Goal 2, Goal 3, Goal 7, Goal 9, Goal 10) 

In 1996 the HPC designated the first local landmarks and immediately began a list of the next priori�es 
for designa�on. In 2015 they revisited the topic and eventually moved forward with a small group of 
landmarks in 2017. In 2001 the first downtown study resulted in two poten�al Na�onal Register districts. 
The Commission immediately began work toward a local downtown district. None of these districts 
moved forward. In 2016 the HPC hired a consultant to update the downtown study that has resulted in a 
Na�onal Register listed historic district. While a few local landmarks have been designated the area, no 
further local designa�on has happened. Work between the HPC and the IC Downtown District to develop 
incen�ves for preserva�on were not con�nued by City Council. There are other large areas of town with 
historic proper�es that have never been surveyed such as the Lucas Farms-Kirkwood Avenue area and 
the Morningside neighborhood. The Commission will form a landmark and district subcommitee to 
begin to address poten�al landmarks and poten�al districts.  

Engage with the Public and City Council (Goal 2, Goal 3, Goal 4, Goal 5, Goal 9) 

Recent work plans have included projects that involved the HPC working with the Downtown District and 
the Parks and Recrea�on Commission do develop proposals that were taken to City Council but were not 
picked up by Council for future work or discussion. As the HPC begins to work through landmark and 
district designa�ons, engaging with both the public and Council will be instrumental to the success of 
the work. The Commission will con�nue to foster rela�onships between organiza�ons and atend 
mee�ngs and other public forums where they can address historic preserva�on issues as they arise and 
propose solu�ons to incen�vize historic preserva�on. 

Ongoing work 
Annual Historic Preserva�on Awards (Goal 5, Goal 9) 

The annual awards program highlights successful preserva�on work within the community and the 
exper�se of contractors and consultants. As one of the Commission’s main forms of community 
outreach, the awards are a high priority every year and atract an audience of about 100 people. We will 
con�nue to partner with Johnson County Historic Preserva�on Commission.  

Historic Preserva�on Fund (Goal 3, Goal 4) 

With the implementa�on of the fund in FY 2018, the Fund has approved 28 grants or loans improving 25 
proper�es. This is a popular program which has helped property owners maintain the historic character 
of their proper�es and has helped keep valuable material out of the landfill. Recently the annual budget 
was increased from $40,000 to $42,000. 
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Summit Street Monument (Goal 1, Goal 5, Goal 8) 

In 2019 the consultant, Atlas Preserva�on, completed the “Summit Street Monument Assessment and 
Conserva�on Op�ons Plan” that was financed in part through a Cer�fied Local Government Grant. 
Reloca�ng the monument inside and pu�ng a replica in its place was determined to be the best course 
of ac�on to preserve this important piece of Iowa City History. Staff has requested funding for the 2025 
Fiscal Year to complete this funding. Finding a permanent home for the monument is one part of the 
process without a current solu�on. 

 

Long-Term Goals 
Landfill diversion through salvage and reduced demoli�on 

One of the fundamental principles of historic preserva�on is to preserve, reuse, and adapt rather than 
demolish and create waste. Our work and previous commission’s work has kept immeasurable tons out 
of landfills.  The Commission shall con�nue to advocate that embodied energy is worth valuing and 
con�nue with educa�on efforts that energy efficiency, repair, and maintenance of older homes looks 
different than modern structures. Homes built before WWII were designed to be naturally efficient. 
Repair over replacement was priori�zed.  

Iden�fying opportuni�es to highlight Iowa City’s history as a leader in the struggle for social jus�ce, 
racial equity and human rights and preserve the stories and structures.  

Iowa City’s history is rich with the long fight for these values. We should iden�fy those stories and 
preserve structures that represent those efforts. Par�cularly as structures from the 1960s and 1970s 
become historic. 

Update of the College Green Historic District 

In 2016, the Commission approved the reloca�on of the Houser-Metzger House from 422 Iowa Avenue 
to 623 College Street where the contribu�ng structure had been damaged beyond repair by fire and 
water. In order for the relocated house to be considered contribu�ng to the Historic District, an 
amendment to the Na�onal Register-listed district is required as a first step. This amendment will be 
reviewed by the Commission following revision by staff and the District representa�ve. 

Update of the Iowa City Preserva�on Handbook Maps 

The most recent version of the handbook was updated in 2010 and does not include several recent 
changes and needs to be reviewed for accuracy. Since many proper�es have changed status (for 
example, a non-contribu�ng property has become contribu�ng because of siding removal and porch 
rehabilita�on) in the past ten years, the maps, which are the basis for review-type, applica�on of 
excep�ons, and in some cases eligibility of the Historic Preserva�on Fund, are outdated. The full 
Commission would review and approve updated maps. A plan was outlined with City staff but with 
limited staff �me this has not moved forward.  



 
 

Iowa City 

Historic Preserva�on Commission 
City Hall, 410 E Washington Street, Iowa City. IA. 52240 

 
Develop a disaster preparedness guide for preserva�on.  

As the effects of climate change manifest themselves in more natural disasters, we need to be prepared. 
The 2020 derecho followed the 2008 floods and the 2006 tornado. The City earned na�onal awards for 
its work around the 2006 tornado by helping the community to retain and repair its historic structures. 
The commission and city staff should develop a playbook for when a disaster hits (because one will 
again). The goal would be to provide support to those dealing with a disaster, provide advice on 
temporary repairs and help property owners proceed through the permi�ng and historic review 
processes quickly for permanent repairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





2023 Annual Report



2023 General Information
• Commission consists of twelve seats, 

three of which are open now 
• 12 Historic Preservation Commission 

meetings
• Budget: 
• NDS budget includes:

$450 for annual mailing to owners
$750 for training and other expense
Historic Preservation Fund: $42,000
(increase of $2,000 for this year) 



NR listed properties that were altered

430 South Summit-
rear addition

All project reviews on NR-listed 
landmarks or buildings in NR-listed 
historic districts
37 properties were altered
Does not include our Certificate of No 
Material Effect



Local designated properties that were 
altered

All project reviews on local designated 
landmarks or conservation districts
23 properties were altered
Does not include our Certificate of No 
Material Effect

103 South Governor Street
South porch reconstruction



New Local Landmarks

Original Emma Goldman Clinic, 1920-26, 1973   
715 North Dodge Street



Assistance provided on preservation projects
• Technical and Design 

assistance from staff
• 241 inquiries in 2023 

resulted in 85 applications
• Work with other areas of the 

City in preserving their 
buildings

Senior Center/ Old Post Office
Comprehensive exterior rehabilitation



Assistance provided on preservation projects 
Historic Preservation Fund

$5,000 matching grants or no‐interest loans to property owners
To date: 54 funding projects on 43 properties
$165,000 of grants and loans provided on $404,000 worth of projects

332 East Davenport Street- Emma J. Harvat and Mary E. Stach House 
(masonry repair of all brick)

Before After



Public Education and Outreach



Work without permits

Open positions on the Commission

Lack of available contractors and 
drafters for applicants

Historic Barn will get a new 
foundation

Issues, Challenges and/or Successes

1025 Woodlawn Avenue
Historic horse barn 
foundation replacement 

1011 Woodlawn Avenue
Fire damage



Staff worked with the Housing 
Fellowship, the student build 
group and their architect on 724 
Ronalds Street

Climate Outreach Coordinator 
presented to the Commission

Parks and Recreation Director 
met with the Commission about 
City Park pool 

Work with the Senior Center staff 
on the preservation of the 
building

City Channel 4

Partnerships formed or continued

724 Ronalds Street  
New construction- student build
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2471784/Memo_from_Development_Services_Associate_Planner_-_Annual_Progress_Report.pdf


 

TO:  City Council 
FROM: Madison Conley, Development Services, Associate Planner 
DATE:  February 28, 2024 
RE:  Annual Progress Report  
 
The City of Iowa City participates in the Community Rating System which is a voluntary 
incentive program that recognizes and encourages community floodplain management 
practices that exceed the minimum requirements of the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP). Participation in the program results in an automatic 20% discount on 
flood insurance premiums for structures in the 1% annual-chance flood hazard area. 
CRS floodplain management activities enhance public safety, reduce damage to 
property and public infrastructure, and avoid economic disruption and loss by exceeding 
the minimum NFIP requirements.   
 
As a CRS community, we are responsible for floodplain management planning. Iowa 
City does this through participation in the development of the regional plan, the Johnson 
County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (2014-2019). Currently, the City of 
Iowa City is working alongside Johnson County and other local jurisdictions to develop a 
new Hazard Mitigation Plan that is set to replace the existing one.  
 
Included with this memo is the Annual Progress Report regarding Iowa City’s progress 
towards fulfilling the floodplain mitigation actions and projects identified in the Johnson 
County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. The Annual Progress Report is a 
credited activity under the Community Rating System.  
 
In 2023 the Annual Progress Report was updated to reflect activities and projects 
completed from the 2022-2023 Capital Improvement Program. The Annual Progress 
Report has been submitted to City Council through the City Council Information Packet 
published by the City Clerk. This packet is available to the public on the City’s website 
and the Annual Progress Report has been shared with the local media. 
 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (319) 356-5132 or  
mconley@iowa-city.org.   
 
 

mailto:mconley@iowa-city.org


 
Activity 510 
Floodplain Management Planning 
Progress Report on Implementation of Credited Plan 
(Section 4 pages 145-156, Appendix F – pages 200-206) 
 
3. Provide a description of the implementation of each recommendation or action item in the 
action plan or area analysis report, including a statement on how the project was implemented 
or not implemented during the previous year. 
 
MITIGATION ACTIONS & PROJECTS Backup Generators 

Description:  Provide critical facilities with electricity in the event the electrical 
transmission grid is damaged or overloaded. 
Implementation:  

North Liberty: installation in community center complete 
Solon: installation in water treatment plant complete 
Swisher: installation in City Hall and public works underway 

A. Buyout Vulnerable Structures 
Description: Remove vulnerable structures in hazard areas to eliminate risk 
Implementation:  

Johnson County: repetitive loss properties, railroad bridge abutments complete 
Solon: railroad bridge abutments complete 

B. Levee Construction 
Description: regulate water levels and direction of flow 
Implementation:   

Coralville levee complete  
Iowa City West Side Levee complete 

C. Raise Transportation Infrastructure  
Description: allows continued access in a disaster, protects neighboring lower elevation 
areas; can prevent the buildup of debris during floods and prevent water buildup 
Implementation:  

Coralville raised bridges complete 
Iowa City raise N. Dubuque St. complete  
Iowa City Park Road Bridge raised complete 
University of Iowa Riverbank sidewalks raised complete 

D. Relocate Vulnerable Structures 
Description: remove structures from floodplains to eliminate flood risk 
Implementation:  

Iowa City North Wastewater Plant relocated complete 
Solon relocate structures at Randall Park complete 
University of Iowa relocate vulnerable structures complete 

E. Storm Shelter/FEMA Code 361 Safe Rooms 
Description:  structure capable of withstanding wind speeds greater than 200 miles per 
hour, also protect against hail, lightning, high and strong winds 

Johnson County AME Building completed 
F. Storm Siren Network Expansion 

Description: allow citizens to better protect themselves in the event of an impending or 
potentially impending hazard 
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Implementation: 
Solon completed 

G. Stormwater Drainage Upgrade 
Description: allow floodwaters to drain quicker and prevent excess accumulation 
Implementation: 

Coralville complete 
Solon complete 
Solon Community School District complete 

H. Stormwater Pump Stations 
Description: protect areas by pumping away large volumes of water and preventing or 
decreasing the level of a flood 
Implementation:  
Coralville completed 
Iowa City completed 
North Liberty completed 
University of Iowa completed 

I. Waterproofing 
Description: none given 
Implementation: University of Iowa steam tunnels completed 

 
4. Discuss why any objectives were not reached or why implementation is behind schedule 
Fiscal capability is limited.  Hills, Lone Tree, and Oxford are without a comprehensive land plan.   
 
5. What are the recommendations for new projects or revised recommendations? 
Johnson County and its participating jurisdictions should seek out FEMA grant funding from the 
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program, Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, and the Flood 
Mitigation Assistance Grant Program.  Municipal governments should have access to the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Community Development Block Grant 
Program.  Plan participants should engage Johnson County Emergency Management Agency 
(JCEMA) and the University of Iowa for assistance in becoming StormReady Communities and 
increasing the number of trained spotters. JCEMA can continue to educate and train staff 
through federal and state emergency management programs and federal weather programs.  
Communities without comprehensive land use plans could partner with the county government 
to develop one.   
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2464793/Ad_Hoc_Truth___Reconciliation_Commission_-_February_15.pdf
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Community Police Review Board: February 13

 

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2464800/Community_Police_Review_Board_-_February_13.pdf
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