
City of Kingston Laws and Rules Committee
Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, October 21, 2020
6:30 PM

This meeting will be live-streamed at the City of Kingston YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/YFjVrvNz3qo

NEW BUSINESS

Scenic Hudson Abandonment of North St.

20201013102925.pdf

Amend City Code Regarding Chickens 
20201013103103.pdf

Amending Section 405 of the City Code 
20201013103333.pdf

Sales Tax Agreement Between City and Ulster Co. 
20201008094621.pdf

New Schedule for Records Retention with NYS

20201020084210.pdf

Proposed Legislation 
Kingston Formula Store legilsation.pptx

Communication on Proposed Legislation 
Proposed.docx

1 OLD BUSINESS

1.a. Affordable Housing Zoning Amendment 
20201013104320.pdf

1.b. Adoption Kingston Open Space Plan 
20201013105014.pdf

1

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/717127/20201013102925.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/717130/20201013103103.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/717140/20201013103333.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/717243/20201008094621.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/725114/20201020084210.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/726906/Kingston_Formula_Store_legilsation.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/726960/Proposed.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/717166/20201013104320.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/717212/20201013105014.pdf


Agenda Item No:

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Dee Sills
Submitting Department: Mayor 
Item Type: Proposed Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Scenic Hudson Abandonment of North St.

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
20201013102925.pdf
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September 24,2020
Via E-mail: emtinti@ kingston-nv.gov

Hon. Steven Noble, Mayor and
Members of the Kingston Common Council

420 Broadway
Kingston, NY L2401

Attn: Elisa Tinti, City Clerk

Abandonment of North Street within the boundaries
of lands owned by Quarry Waters, LLC

Tax Lot #'s: 48.L6-6-4;48.t6-6-L 100; 48.16-6-3.100;
48. L5-6-4; 48. 1-6-6-5 ; 48.84-L-3 (the "Propertv")

Dear Mayor Noble and
Members of the Common Council

Quarry Waters, LLC and The Scenic Hudson Land Trust, lnc., respectfully request that the City
abandon its interests in the right of way known as North Street, to the extent that said right of way is

located on the Property (the "ROW"). As you are aware, we are working with the City, New york State
and local stakeholders to develop a park on the Property. New York State has expressed an interest in
purchasing the Property and, abandonment of the City's interests in the right of way will facilitate that
process and the park's development. For your reference, please see the enclosed map of North Street
within the Property.

We recently granted the City a public access easement over the Property for the construction,
maintenance, and use of a new segment of the Kingston Greenline (the "Trail Easement"). This trail,
which will also become part of the Empire State Trail, is located partially within the City's ROW. The
remainder of the trail will diverge from North Street and be closer to the shoreline, thereby providing
wonderfulviews of, and potential access opportunities to, the Hudson River. The Trail Easement is the
realization of a longstanding City goal, to expand its Greenline and increase public access to the River.

We understand that the segment of North Street located on the Property has been closed to the
public for more than a decade and that the City has not maintained the road for at least that long.
Additionally, the only active utility within the City's ROW is a Central Hudson gas line, pursuant to a j.949

easement (the "1949 Easement"). The gas line runs from the southern portion of the ROW, to a separate
easement that travels northwest and away from North Street. Neither easement will be extinguished by
abandonment of the City's ROW and Central Hudson has indicated that they do not object to the City
taking such action. Central Hudson has however requested that their North Street easement rights be
confirmed. We are working with them to determine the appropriate way to achieve this.

Re
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Hon. Steven Noble, Mayor and
Members of the Kingston common council

September 24 2020
Page 2

Verizon also has an easement within the City's ROW, however Verizon officials have advised us

that they no longer require this easement and removed their infrastructure from the Property several

years ago and, therefore do not object to abandonment of the ROW. Furthermore, Verizon holds

reserved rights pursuant to an agreement with Central Hudson, which will allow them access the

Property via the 1949 Easement if a future need arises. We have asked them to provide written

confirmation of their consent to the ROW abandonment.

There is no water or sewer infrastructure within the ROW. We understand that the City may, in

the future, wish to install such utilities. We are prepared to work cooperatively with the City to provide

access for same should the need arise. New York State has given the City the same assurance, in the

event they take ownership of the Property.

Within the Property, North Street runs north from the southern boundary (shared with Hutton

Brickyards) up to the shared City/Town of Ulster boundary, where it intersects with John Street (also

within the Property) in the Town. Earlier this year, the Town abandoned its rights in the John Street

portion of the right of way.

The City's interest in providing public access through the Property has been fulfilled by the

newly granted Trail Easement. We have taken appropriate steps to ensure that the City does and will

have access to necessary utilities after abandonment of its ROW. We therefore respectfully request that

the City of Kingston consider this application to formally abandon all interests that it currently has in the

right of way and convey such interest by quitclaim deed to Quarry Waters, LLC. We further request that

this application be referred to all appropriate committees and be heard at the next Common Council

meeting, if possible. Formal abandonment of the road will help facilitate the development of a robust

public amenity that will serve all of Kingston and the surrounding areas.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Very truly yours,

QUARRY WATERS, LLC

By: The Scenic Hudson Land Trust, lnc

kal
By Siir,,'? Raseriri'rl i5.) )'i, 2i.;tii le) i lL)-;:

Steve Rosenberg, Executive Director

Cc: Pamela Richardson, Esq.

Kevin Bryant, Esq.

John Schultheis, PE
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Letter to Kingston re ROW abandonment -
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FinalAudit Report 2020-09-24

"Letter to Kingston re ROW abandonment - 9-24-20" History
3 Document created by Pam Richardson (prichardson@scenichudson.org)
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2020-09-24 - 8:24:54 PM GMT

* Emait viewed by Steve Rosenberg (srosenberg@scenichudson.org)

2020-09-24 - 8:26:37 PM GMT- lP address: 66.102.8.111

@ Document e-signed by Steve Rosenberg (srosenberg@scenichudson.org)

Signature Date: 2020-09-24 - 8:27:14 PM GMT - Time Source: server- lP address: 68.174.54.97

O Agreement completed.

2020-09-24- 8:27: t4 PM GMT

Created:

By:

Status:

Transaction lD:

2020-09-24

Pam Richardson (prichardson@scenichudson.org)
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Agenda Item No:

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Dee Sills
Submitting Department: Building Safety 
Item Type: Proposed Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Amend City Code Regarding Chickens

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
20201013103103.pdf
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\CITY OF KINGSTON
Building Snf.ty and Zoning Enforcement

buildings@kingston-ny. gov

Steven -f. Noble, Mayor
Stephan Knox, Director

David Bence, Plumbing Inspector
Eric Kitchen, Zoning Officer

October 2,2020

Dear Common Council members,

I am writing to you today, to advise you on an ongoing issue. ln recent months my office has received many
calls and complaints in reference to chickens and roosters. The complaints are on the rise, as more and more
residents are acquiring chickens and roosters.

L. The complaints range from neighbors being woken up at odd hours of the morning by the sound of
roosters crowing.

2. One couple has called repeatedly because of the smell from a neighbors chickens is affecting their
quality of life and after living in their home for the past L5 years now have rats in there yard. This
lndividual's chicken coop is right up against his neighbor's property. (They state rats are attracted to
chicken feces and when it rains the feces run into their yard).

3' Another resident has complained about her neighbors chickens getting loose and ruining her garden.
4. On another occasion, I responded to a complaint and upon arrival witnessed a person harvesting a

ch icken for self-consu mption.
5. Lastly, I receive complaints of chickens and roosters strolling through the streets.

The following is how the current zoning code for the City of Kingston reads: Chapter 405-9(5)

Farms, truck gardens, greenhouses, nurseries and arboretums on lots having an area of at least five
acres, including the sale on the premises of produce grown thereon, provided that:

(a)

Except as hereinafter provided, any farm building, other than dwellings and buildings
accessory thereto, and the heating plant of any greenhouse shall be distant at least 75 feet
from any street line or property line.

(b)
Farm buildings devoted to or intended for the housing of livestock, horses, rabbits, hares,
guinea pigs, ducks, geese, live poultry or fowls of any kind shall be erected at least 200 feet
from any street or property line.

5 Garraghan Drive . Kingston, New York 12401 . (845) 331-1217 . Fax (845) 331-1224. www.kingsron-ny.sov
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CITY OF KINGSTON
Building Safety and Zonrng Enforcement

buildings @kingston-ny. gov

@

Steven T. Noble, Mayor
Stephan Knox, Director

David Bence, Plumbing Inspector
Iiric Kitchen, Zoning Officer

(c)

No odorous fertilizer shall be stored within a distance of 75 feet of any street or property line.

The complaints coming into my office are greater by the day. I would ask the Common Council to come
up with a plan to dealwith this issue. At the very least:

1. Chickens should be housed in secure cages.
2. Roosters should possibly be banned.
3. Cages must be kept clean and away from neighboring properties due to odors and rodents.
4. Limit the number of chickens allowed on small city lots.
5. Possibly the registration of chicken owners.
6. Legislation on how to deal with the waste and feces which attract disease and rodents.
7 ' Guide lines for proper disposal of waste and proper maintenance of chicken coops and how to monitor.

ln closing, my position is part time L7.5 hours per week. I deal with many complaints a day involving all sorts
of zoning complaints and violations. My main priority is also working on monthly applications that come
before the ZBA. This ongoing issue is taking up plenty of valuable time. I would ask for you to thoroughly
discuss this ongoing issue possibly amend this code and provide guidance to me, as your Zoning Enforcement
officer.

Sincerely,

Eric Kitchen C

Zoning Board of Appeals

5 Garraghan Drive . Kingston, New york 1240 I .(845)331-1217 . Fax (845) 331-1224. www.kingston-ny.gov
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Agenda Item No:

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Dee Sills
Submitting Department: Common Council 
Item Type: Proposed Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Amending Section 405 of the City Code

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
20201013103333.pdf
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Tinti, Elisa

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Koop, Douglas

Thursday, October 01, 2020 9:06 AM
Shaut, Andrea
Tinti, Elisa; Gartenstein, Daniel
Revised Communication

Andrea,

lnordertoprovideadditionalclarity,l'verevisedmyCommunicationtoamendsection405oftheCityCode. Therevised
Communication is attached below:

October t,2O2O

President Andrea Shaut
Kingston Common Council

Dear President Shaut,

I am requesting that section 405 of the City Code be amended to authorize the Zoning Board of Appeals to grant
temporary variances for property owners to lease properties for uses that are not currently permitted under the
Zoning Code. The variances would be for a limited period of time in order to address hardships that have been
specifically caused by the COVID emergency.

The applicant would be required to establish by competent documentary proof to the ZBA that he/she has made
reasonable efforts to lease the space for a permitted use, that such efforts have been unsuccessful and that the
reasons for the inability to lease the space is specifically related to the declared state of emergency. The ZBA would
then review the proposed use and, after a public hearing, would determine if the use if appropriate. ln addition, any
variance could not be used as a basis to apply for or secure a more permanent variance at the conclusion of the state
of emergency.

I have been in contact with Corporation Council's office and expect that I can have specific language available prior to
the October Laws and Rules meeting. I would respectfully request that this communication be referred to the Laws
and Rules committee for consideration at the October meeting and hopeful action by the full council in November.

Sincerely,

Douglas Koop

1
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L l
Tinti, Elisa

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiect:

Hi Andrea, Elissa. This has been updated with an additional paraghaph. Can you please swap it for what I sent
this morning? Thanks.

Forwarded Message
Subj ect: Communication for proposed legislation

Date:Thu, I Oct202013:15:49 +0000
From : Talleffnan, Donald <dtallerman@kineston-ny. gov>

To: Shaut, Andrea <ashaut@kingston-ny. gov>

Dear President Shaut:

I am requesting that section 405 of the City Code be amended to require that in the C2 and C3 zones in the City
of Kingston, any and all proposals for "Formula Retail stores" shall require review and approval by the Historic
Landmarks Preservation Board and that any such store not be permitted absent the issuance of a certificate of
appropriateness by the HLPC.

This would apply primarily to our 3 main historic corridors of Uptown, Broadway Midtown and Broadway
Rondout. This would NOT apply to such stores who are already here - they would be grandfathered. This
would also NOT apply to Kingston Plaza.

A "formula retail store" means a type of retail store or food sales establishment that is required to maintain a
standardized ("formula") array of services and/or merchandise, trademark, logo, service, sign, d6cor,
architecture, layout, uniform, or similar standardized feature.

It is my belief that Kingston is a city that is rich with history, diversity and beauty with a unique business
community made up of mostly small business owners, something that is rare in the United States. I believe that
the City of Kingston should be working to build upon our local legacy of locally owned business and that this
legacy enhances the quality of life of our residents. I believe that regulating "formula stores" will help establish
that Kingston is a City that is devoted to small business and that we will take proactive steps to help small
business thrive in our City.

This will apply only to spe

I have been in contact with Corporation Council and am working with them to draft specific language to address
this issue. I expect that the proposed legislation will be available prior to the October Laws and Rules
meeting. I am hereby requesting that this communication be referred to the Laws and Rules committee for
consideration at the October meeting and hopefully for action by the full council before the end of this year.

1

Tallerman, Donald
Thursday, October 01, 2020 5:57 PM

Shaut, Andrea; Tinti, Elisa

Fwd: Communication for proposed legislation
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Agenda Item No:

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Dee Sills
Submitting Department: Mayor 
Item Type: Proposed Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Sales Tax Agreement Between City and Ulster Co.

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
20201008094621.pdf
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rro [R
AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT (the "Agreement") made the _ day of 2020,
between the COUNTY OF ULSTER, a municipal corporation, having its principal place of
business at244 Fair Street, Kingston, New York 12401, hereinafter referred to as the "CountS/,";
and the CITY OF KINGSTON, a municipal corporation having its main office and principal
place of business at 420 Broadway, Kingston, New York 12401, hereinafter referred to as the

"Citt" (each, a"Party," and together, the "Parties").

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the County of Ulster has imposed a Sales and Compensating Use Tax
pursuant to the laws of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Articles 28 and 29 of the Tax Law of the State of New York authorize
municipalities to impose certain taxes on retail sales and other similar transactions and
compensating use taxes as herein specified, to be administered by the State Tax Commission,
and provide certain priorities and pre-emptive rights for each of the Parties; and

WHEREAS, subdivision (c) of Section 1262 of the Tax Law of the State of New York
provides that Sales and Compensating Use Taxes may be allocated to cities and the areas in the
county outside the cities in such proportion as may be agreed upon by the elective governing
body of a county and of each of the cities in the county, with the approval of the State
Comptroller; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections l2l0(iX7) and 1224(o) of article 29 of the Tax Law of
the State of New York, the County receives an additional one percent (1%) on taxable sales; and

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into a sales tax agreement with an effective date of
March 1,2016, and which expires on February 28,2021; and

WHERLAS, representatives of the Parties have entered into extensive discussions and
negotiations regarding this Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to enter into this Agreement and be bound by its terms, and
hereby acknowledge that sufficient consideration has been exchanged by the terms of this
Agreement; and

WHEREAS' by resolutions duly adopted by the governing bodies of the County and the
City, the Parties have agreed upon a plan of distribution of a portion of the Sales and
Compensating Use Tax imposed by the County providing a portion to the Towns of Ulster
County;and

1
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WHEREAS, for purposes of this agreement, the term 'oTowns" shall mean the Towns

situated with the County of Ulster as a unit.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants herein contained, the

Parties hereto mutually covenant and agree as follows:

t. The County shall, effective March 1,2021, continue to impose all taxes described in

Articles 28 and 29 of the Tax Law of the State of New York, pursuant to Sections 12 1 0

of said law, at a rate of 4o/o or any other rate(s) as may be authorized by the New York
State Legislature during the term of this Agreement.

2. During the term of this Agreement, the City shall not impose any of the taxes authorized

by Section 1210 of Tax Law of the State of New York as specified above in Paragraph

Number I of this Agreement, nor shall the City exercise any "prior right" set forth in
Section 1224 of the Tax Law of the State of New York.

3. The net proceeds of said taxes that the County imposes shall be allocated and disposed of
as follows:

DURING THE PERIOD OF MARCH I, 2021 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28,2026:

A. 85.5% of such monies shall be set aside for County purposes and shall be available

for any legitimate County purpose.

B. 115% of such monies shall be paid monthly directly to the City to be used by the

City for any legitimate City purpose. The County shall pay such share of the monies

to the City within seven (7) work days after receiving the same from the State Tax
Commission.

C. 3.0% of such monies shall be allocated monthly or otherwise as provided by law, to
the area of the County outside of the City, to be distributed among the Towns therein,

based upon full valuation.

4. For any sales tax period covered under this Agreement, should the Gross Sales Tax
collected by Ulster County during ataxyear exceed the high watermark of $128,561,331
(2020 Budgeted Revenue), the County of Ulster and the City of Kingston agree to meet

no later than May 1 of the following year to discuss the allocation of the amount in
excess of $128,561,331, and to consider increasing the allocation of the excess to the

Towns, subject to the approval of the Ulster County Legislature and City of Kingston
Common Council.

5. This Agreement shall take effect on March 1,2021and continue in effect for a period of
five years expiring on February 28,2026.

2
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6. This Agreement is subject to the approval of the State Comptroller of the State of New
York.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by their
duly authorized officers and their corporate seals affixed the date and year first above written.

COUNTY OF ULSTER

By:
DAVID B. DONALDSON, Chairman

Ulster County Legislature

On this _ day of 2020, before me personally came David B

Donaldson, personally known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be

the individual whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that

he executed the same in his capacity, and by his signature on the instrument, the individual, or

the person upon behalf of which the individual acted, executed the instrument.

NOTARY PUBLIC

J
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CITY OF KINGSTON

By:

STEVEN NOBLE, Mayor
City of Kingston

On this _ day of , 2020, before me personally came Steven Noble,

personally known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual

whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the

sarne in his capacity, and by his signature on the instrument, the individual, or the person upon

behalf of which the individual acted, executed the instrument.

NOTARY PUBLIC

4
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Agenda Item No:

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Dee Sills
Submitting Department: City Clerk/Registrar 
Item Type: Proposed Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
New Schedule for Records Retention with NYS

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
20201020084210.pdf
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News

New schedule, LGS-I Retention and
Disposition $chedule for New York Local
Government Records arrives August r, zLza
Thursday, May zt, zozo

The State Archives.is revising and consolidating its [ocal government recorcls retention ancl
disposition schedules and isEuing a singl.e, corfrprehensiiTe retention scheduie ioi aiitvpes of [oca[governmells on August rst, eozo, The new schedule, Retention and Dispositian Scheijute for Nei
York Local Government Recordsor LGS-r, wil.L supersede and replaCe: '

. CO-z Schedule for use by counties (zoo6),
, MU-t schedute for use by cities, towns, viil.ages, and fire districts (zoo3),
. MI-t schedule for use by miscetlaneous local governments (zoo6), and

' ED-t Schedule for use by schooldistricts, BOCES, County VocationaL Education and Extension
Boards, and Teacher Resource and computer Training centers eoo4)

lto.ql governments mr-rst adopt LGS-r prior to utilizinq it, even if they adopted and have boen using
the Co-a, MU-t, Ml-t, or FD-r'scheduLes. Governing doarcls or toiat .qoveinments wilL have a five- "
m9qlh period,-.between August 1st. zoao when t-ds-r is issued ancl"January is{ aoai wfren rne ncur
existing schedules expire - to aclopt the Schedule by resotution ta rnobet re'solution is available on
Ine 5tate Arcnlves websttei. Local government records mav not be leqatlv destroved after the encj of
zozo unless the LGS-r is forrnatty a?opted There is no neeil to notify ffre'Stite art6rves of LGS-r
adoptions, but Localgovernmenfs shoutcl keep a record of the Oate of adopiion an6 mantain the
resolution permanenlly

The organization and forrnatting of the LGS-I is similar to the existinq four schedu[es. Section headino
names have been retained. Bedause of the consotidation, the t-GS-icontains moie seitioni L;;;[ "
govprnflent can ignore those that are not applicabte. As with previous schedul.es, items that are new
or slgnlncantly revlsed have been indicated. Each schedu[e item has been assiqned a new, unicue
number: however. the unique numbers of the four exisilnq schedules have bee-n orovided aLiowino
9l?::.f9lql9n.citlg: ln addition. each schedule item contairis fie reCorU senei tiiL*'an.r o*rcifition,'
retention period, and any noies.

A copy of the LGS-r wiLt be available on the State Archives website on August rst. Additional online
resources witl incl.ude a list sf the major revisions l;] to ttre Scheclule and a webinar series toinlroducetheLGS-:.Loca[gnffiuragedtocheckttre*tateArchiveswebsile
periodicatLy for LGS-r news-and urpdates,

By consolidating multipLe, disparate- retention schedules, the LGS-r heLps to ensure consistent
retention and disposition guidance for records that are common to vari6us [oca[goveinments lt aLso
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makes it easier to apply revisions necessitated by changes to [aws, regulations or other mandates that
affect retention.

From the New York State Archives - hllp'.//wwwarchives,nysed'gov
About U s (labouVab'qgHlysa)

Contact U s (ldirectories/index,shtrrJl)

FindingAidf(httB;liAlghivp$.nysecLgov/xtf/search ? )

News (/news)

S ite Ma p(laboutlsite,.map)

Sea rch (h'!!pj&u!ust a$hivegsysee!.gov/search-resu lts)

New YorkArchiYes f\4agazine ([i!pgel AryJ0ys€rchiveslrsgtslglnew-ysrh:archire*regazine)

A rc h iv gs P a rtn e rs h i pJr u s t ( http/' wwwn VSarc$regtruSLsrg )

New York StatB Historlcal Records Advissry Board (h$U/lgal e$shiyes-nysed.gov/shrab)

nsi^^ ^6 1r,,l+,..A1 Ezllaalinn thfln'//rrnrnrr ano nrreor{ anrr/\
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MODELRESOLATION

RESOLVED, By the ftitle of
governing bodyl of flocal government
name] that Retention and Disposition Schedulefor New York Local Government Records (LGS-I),
issued pursuant to Article 57-A of the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law, and containing legal
minimum retention periods for local government records, is hereby adopted for use by all officers
in legally disposing of valueless records listed therein.

FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with Article 57-A:

(a) only those records will be disposed of that are described inRetention
and Disposition Schedulefor New York Local Government Records (LGS-l), after they have met
the minimum retention periods described therein;

(b) only those records will be disposed of that do not have sufficient
administrative, fiscal, legal, or historical value to merit retention beyond established legal
minimum periods.
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THE CITY OF KINGSTON COMMON COUNCIL

LAWS & RULES
COMMITTEE REPORT

DEPARTMENT: DATE:

Desuiption:

6 -/

Signature

Motion

Seconded
Committee Vote YES NO

Jeffrey Ventura Morell, Chairman

Patrick O'Reilly Ward 7

Rennie Scott-Childress, Ward 3

Don Tallerman, Ward 5

Rita Worthington, Ward 4

Action Required

Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance:

Conditioned Negative Declaration:

Seek Lead Agency Status:

SEQRA Decision
Type I Action
Type II Action
Unlisted Action

Positive Declaration of Environmental Significance: _
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Agenda Item No:

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Elisa Tinti
Submitting Department: Common Council 
Item Type: Informational Purposes
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Proposed Legislation

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
Kingston Formula Store legilsation.pptx
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Legislative Idea
In support of Kingston’s 
Economic Development

24



Help our small businesses by
discouraging

“Formula Stores”
in the City of Kingston
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Let’s protect our small businesses

• COVID has made it more difficult for small business to compete 
against large chain stores and Amazon.

• Kingston is a City of small businesses.  This zoning change will help 
our small businesses to survive.

• This zoning change sends a clear message:
• We are doing what we can to help small businesses survive.

This is not reactive to a chainstore planning to move to our City.
This is proactive - demonstrating our commitment to our 
home grown business community.
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Why Discourage Formula Stores?

• Demonstrate our commitment to small businesses
• Protect our uniqueness
• Keep Kingston’s retail unique
• Encourage more unique retail to set up shop in 

Kingston

27



How will we discourage chain stores?

• Require approval from:
• Heritage Area Commission
• Landmarks Preservation Commission

How will this be done?
• Through an amendment to our zoning code.
• This is not a new ordinance, just a zoning change to our C2 

and C3 (general commercial) district.

28



Does this discriminate against lower income 
people?
Lower income people need access to less expensive stores.

- Less expensive stores such as Walmart and Target are in the town of 
Ulster, 2-3 miles from Kingston

- Current stores in Kingston that cater to lower income people (i.e. 
Dollar General) would of course be grandfathered and would stay.
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UPTOWN
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Kingston Plaza NOT included
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MIDTOWN
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RONDOUT
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Grandfathered

• All existing formula stores grandfathered.  Examples:

• Walgreens
• Burger King
• Napa Auto Parts
• Gas stations
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Other cities who have done this…
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Agenda Item No:

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Elisa Tinti
Submitting Department: Common Council 
Item Type: Informational Purposes
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Communication on Proposed Legislation

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
Proposed.docx

36
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Dear President Shaut:
I am requesting that section 405 of the City Code be amended to require that in the C2 and C3 
zones in the City of Kingston, any and all proposals for “Formula Retail stores” shall require 
review and approval by the Historic Landmarks Preservation Board and that any such store not 
be permitted absent the issuance of a certificate of appropriateness by the HLPC.
A “formula retail store” means a type of retail store or food sales establishment that is required to 
maintain a standardized (“formula”) array of services and/or merchandise, trademark, logo, 
service, sign, décor, architecture, layout, uniform, or similar standardized feature.
It is my belief that Kingston is a city that is rich with history, diversity and beauty with a unique 
business community made up of mostly small business owners, something that is rare in the 
United States. I believe that the City of Kingston should be working to build upon our local 
legacy of locally owned business and that this legacy enhances the quality of life of our 
residents. I believe that regulating “formula stores” will help establish that Kingston is a City 
that is devoted to small business and that we will take proactive steps to help small business 
thrive in our City.
I have been in contact with Corporation Council and am working with them to draft specific 
language to address this issue. I expect that the proposed legislation will be available prior to the 
October Laws and Rules meeting. I am hereby requesting that this communication be referred to 
the Laws and Rules committee for consideration at the October meeting and hopefully for action 
by the full council before the end of this year.
Sincerely,
Don Tallerman
--
Don Tallerman
Alderman - Ward 5
917-318-7420
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Agenda Item No:1.a

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Dee Sills
Submitting Department: Planning 
Item Type: Proposed Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Affordable Housing Zoning Amendment

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
20201013104320.pdf

38
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Tinti, Elisa

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Shaut, Andrea
Wednesday, September 23,2020 2:28 PM

Tinti, Elisa

Morell, Jeffrey
FW: Affordable Housing Zoning Amendment
HLPC Comment to CC May 2O20.docx; Planning Comment on Zoning Amendment May
2020.docx

Hi Elisa,

Back in the spring, the Laws & Rules committee sent out a request for comments re: affordable housing zoning
amendment. We received comments from HLPC and Planning Board from Sue Cahill. We now will need to add the
Affordable Housing Zoning Amendment, with the two attached documents, back to the Laws & Rules committee for
October.

Thank you,

Andrea

From: Cahill, Suzanne

Sent: Wednesday, September 23,2O2O 1:11 PM
To: Shaut, Andrea <ashaut@kingston-ny.gov>; Morell, Jeffrey <ward1@kingston-ny.gov>; Gartenstein, Daniel
<dgartenstein@kingston-ny.gov>; Dan GartensteinMFC <dgiii@earthlink.net>
Subject: Affordable Housing Zoning Amendment

Good Afternoon, I am curious where the Common Council is at with the amendment which the Planning Board and
HLPC were asked to weigh in on for affordable housing language in the zoning code. I have not seen anything come
through yet and I have a potential developer reaching out to our office on a multi-family housing project. Attached is

the Planning Board and the HLPC recommendations from May 2020 on the referral.

Thanks for any insight you can give

Sue

Suzanne Cahill, Planning Director
City of Kingston
Ciry Hall - 420 llroadway
Kingston, Ncw York 12401

I'honc: 845.334.3955
Ilax: 845.334.3958
Ii-mail: scahill@kineston-n]r.eov
wvl"w. kingston-ny. gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This e-mail, including attachments, may contain information that is confidential and it may be protected by the attorney/client or other privileges. This e-mail,
includingattachments,constitutesinformationtobeconveyedonlytothedesignatedrecipient(s). lfyouarenottheintendedrecipient,pleasedeletethise-mail,
includingattachments,andnotifythisofficebyreturnmail ore-mail. Theunauthorizeduse,dissemination,distributionorreproductionofthise-mail,including
attachments is prohibited and may be unlawful.

>l4fi|@ Please consider the environment before printing this email. @

1
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CITY OF KINGSTON
Flistoric Landmarks Preservation Commission

planning@kingston-ny. gov

Suzannc Cahill, Planning Dircctor
Julic Edclson-Safford, Historic Prcscrvation Admin Stcvcn'f. Noblc, Mayor

May 19,2020

Ald. At Large Andrea Shaul President
City Of Kingston Common Council
City Hall - 420 Broadway
Kingston, NewYork l241l

Re: REFERRAL from Common Council - Proposed Zoning Code Amendment - Affordable Housing
Two Actions: l- Seeking Lead Agency Status in the SEOR Review

2- Comment on DRAFT Language as to its lmpact on City Historic Districts and Parcels

Dear Pres. Shaut:

This is to advise that at the regular meeting of the City of Kingston Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission
(HLPC), held remotely on Thursday May 7,2020, the Commission voted unanimously as follows, with respect to
the above two referenced issues:

L The HLPC voted to consent to the Kingston Common Council to act as Lead Agency in the
SEOR matter of the Zoning Amendment for Affordable Housing Language.

Z. The HLPC has reviewed the DRAFT ZoningAmendment to be incorporated into the Kingston
Zoning Code (Section 405) addressing Affordable Housing language. The HLPC does not take
a position on the proposed zoning amendment as they are seeing as it has no impact on the
jurisdictional review of the HLPC as it currently stands.

lf there are any questions with respect to this communication please contact Suzanne Cahill, Planning Director
or Julie Edelson-Safford, Historic Preservation Administrator at 845-334-3955.

Thank-you

Sincerely,

Suzanne Cahill
Planning Director

City Hall ' 420 Broadway . Kingston, New York 1240I .(845) 334-3955. I.-ax (ti45) 334-3958 .www.kingston-ny.gov
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CITY OF KINGSTON
Kingston Planning

planning@kingston-ny. gov

Suzanne Cahill, Planning Direc[or
Kyla Dedea, Assistant Planner Steven T. Noble, Mayor

May19,2020

Ald. At Large Andrea Shaut, President
City of Kingston Common Council
City Hall - 420 Broadway
Kingston, New York 12401

Re: REFERRAL of Common Council to Kingston Planning Board - ZonrngAmendment - Affordable Housing
Comment on DRAFT Zoninglanguage to provide Affordable Housing throughout the Ciry of Kingston

Dear Pres. Shaut:

This is to advise you that at the regular meeting of the City of Kingston Pianning Board ("Board"), heid remotely on May
18, 2020, the Board voted unanimously as follows:

l. Consented to the Common Council acting as Lead Agency in che matter of the SEQR review for the Code
Amendment.

2. The Board agreed that any adopted language should be applied uniformly rhroughour the City and should be
articulated as a mandate, not a guideline. However, the Board OBJECTED ro th; DRAFT Zoning Amendment
Language as prop^osed (Vote: RJ.- Motion, C.P.- Seconded, No discussion - vore unanimous) wiih the following
SUGGESTIONS for considerarion:

a

a

That strict compliance with the provisions of incorporating affordable housing units be waivable by the
Kingston Planning Board with the following:
a. The applicant submit documentation to show good cause and sound reasoning for requesting a waiver of

all or portion of the number of units required.
b. That the Board must vote to approve a waiver, stating reasoning for their decision, and by a super

majority (majority plus one of full Board voring number).
c. That waivers will not be allowed for projects of thirty (30) unirs or more.

That the following schedule be adopted within the Code:

AFFORDABLE UNITS IN PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS*

* Includes both new construction and Adaptive Re-Use** In cases where there are 30 units or more, the Planning Board will mathematically round the l0%
rule using standard method. For example, 33 units x l0o/o = 3.3 Round down to 3 Units;35 units x l0%
= 3.5 Round up to 4 Units.

Total Number of Units Affordable Units Required
9 or Less 0 unless developer proposes

l0-19 I
20-29 2

30 or more 3 or l0%**

CiLy Hall .420 Broadway. Kingston, New York 12401 . (845) 334-3955. Fax (845) BB4-B9.5B .www.kingsron-rry.sov
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CITY OF KINGSTON
Yl l,- '-' t^,- T)l-----:-^ 

-\IIIgSLOIt rralUUrrg
planning@kingston-ny. gov

Suzanne Cahill, Planning Director
Kyla Dedea, Assistant Planner Steven'l'. Noble, Mayor

a That the Board had fiscussion on the one comment received regarding the issue of applicabiliry of this
language to projects which are adaptively re-using structures. The Board found that these projects do not
need to be specifically addressed as chey could be considered under the waiver language which is being
proposed, if they are under 30 units.

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact this office.

Be well and stay safe.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Cahill
Planning Director

Cc: S. Noble, Mayor
A1d. J. Ventura-Morell, Chair. L[sR's
D. Gartenstein, Assist. Corp. Counsei

City Hall . 420 Broadway . Kingst<rn, Ncw York 12401 . (845) 334-3955. F-ax (845) 334-3958 .www.kingston-ny.gov
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Agenda Item No:1.b

Laws and Rules Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020
Submitted by: Dee Sills
Submitting Department: Zoning Board of Appeals 
Item Type: Proposed Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Adoption Kingston Open Space Plan

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
20201013105014.pdf
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+

oflice or r,',,irlffitr ffi susrainability
cli mates mart@kingston-ny, gov

ulie L. N rnator Spvcn'f. Noblc,

June24,2020

Honorable Andrea Shaut
President/A lderm an-at - Large
Kingston Common Council
420 Broadway
Kingston, NY 12401

Re: Adoption of Kingston Open Space Plan

Dear President Shaut,

As you know, the City of Kingston Open Space Plan was recently completed and subsequently progressed
through the necessary SEQR process. At the June Laws and Rules Committee meeting, the committee
unanimously declared a negative declaration of significance to this plan, which will go on to the full Council in
July for a vote. The next step for this process which I am requesting, is the adoption of the Open Space Plan as an
element of the Comprehensive Plan.

The Kingston Conservation Advisory Council and my office would like to recommend that the City of Kingston
Common Council adopt a resolution that supports and formally recognizes and memorializes the goals and intent
of the Kingston Open Space Plan as City of Kingston policy, integrating it into the Kingston 2025 Comprehensive
Plan. Council adoption and recognition of the Plan will not result in the blanket acceptance or approval of
individual recommendations or initiatives covered in the Plan. Advancing many of the recommendations and
initiatives willrequire further administrative and legislative action. Actions taken on specific recommendations
and initiatives willdepend on City priorities and the human and financial resources available.

We would like to request for this action to be referred to the Laws and Rules Committee, or other committee as
you see fit, for review. I will be happy to be present at the July meeting, if appropriate, to present an overview,
summaries and findings.

If there are any questions, please contact me for further information. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

l,]i I

.f'r.t) 
..

/l
x ,,,tt' )/rr{;'{:r

Julie L. Noble

Sustainability Coordinator

2.5 liast ()'Rcilly Strcct - Kingst-<>n, Ncw York 12401 - (845) 4ttl-7339' Fax (845) 331-029.5 'www.kingsron-ny.gov/suslainabiliry
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CITY OF KINGSTOI{, NEW YORK
ZONII{G BOARD OF APPEALS

FINDINGS OF FACT

APPLICANT NAME
MEETING DATE: fwng tl )>D^0 P.e', 77avt |yacaf lar" SegR.
PROPERTY ADDR.ESS:
ZONE: PLACE: CITY HALL, BROADWAY
WARD: KTNGSTO NEW YORKMl*ity. *O f,ows en +P Cg'$Mrv.! ptraseil A9
N0gnli vO |1ea\asal.'/n, t0niv e5 Qhr*\^.66 nil*Ue \',Vu;ftk (al;y*5 lp

?tsnl tnnms*ts,
0

i+r

ZBA DECISION: fuT
MOTION BY:
SECOND BY:

SEQR DECISION:
MOTION BY:
SECOND BY:

w 6v
)4"

orHER APPROVALS: Historic Landmarl{s__ uc planning Board

MEMBERS SIGNATURE YES NO ABSTAIN
Anthony Argulewicz
Chairman X
Joe Fi
Brian C X
John Bonavita-Gol dman

Neubauer / / X
Ari Goldstein
Alternate X
Or'lrerrflanrey
AJ+ema*e

TOTALS
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Resolution to adopt Kingston Open Space Plan as addendum to City of
Kingston Comprehensive Plan

Whereas, the City of Kingston obtained a2016 Hudson River Estuary
Grant from the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation in the amount of $24,500 for City of Kingston to create an
Open Space Plan in accordance with the dictates of the grant
agreement; and

Whereas, the City of Kingston issued a Request for Proposals for a
consultant to produce the Open Space Plan for the City of Kingston; and

Whereas, the City of Kingston contracted with Behan Planning and
Design for the sum of $21,000 for services to produce an agreed upon
set of deliverables pursuant to this grant; and

whereas, the City of Kingston work builds on the 2018 Natural Resource
lnventory and Open Space lndex (completed by John Mickelson); and

Whereas, the City of Kingston Open Space Plan creates a Vision for
Open Space in Kingston, and addresses Priorities for Protection; The
Hudson River, Shoreline and Uplands; The Rondout Creek Corridor,
Shoreline and Uplands; The Esopus Creek Corridor and Lowlands;
Neighborhood Parks and Open Spaces; Urban Agriculture; Kingston's
Urban Forest; Open Space for Storm water Management; City-wide Trail
Systems; and sets Conservation Targets for each focus area; and

Whereas, the City of Kingston Open Space Plan builds on the Kingston
2025 Comprehensive Plan and the Ulster County Open Space Plan; and

Whereas, the Kingston Common Council passed Resolutions 192 of
2019 Undertaking a Coordinated SEQRA Review and Determining a
Type 1 Action; Resolution 36 of 2020 Declaring the Common Council
Lead Agency, Resolution 103 of 2020 Acknowledging the Receipt of the
Full EAF for the Open Space Plan, and Resolution xxxx of 2020
Establishing a Negative Declaration of Significance; and

Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Kingston desires to adopt
the Open Space Plan dated June 2019, as addendum to the City of
Kingston Comprehensive Plan.

7115120,6:01 PM
Page 1 of 1

https://webmail. kingston- ny.gov/owa/#viewmodel= lAttachme ntv ...T.docx%22o/"2C%22SizeY.22%3A16877%7 D&wid=78&ispopout=1 46



RESOLUTION 123 OF 2O2O

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF

KINGSTON, NEW YORK, TO ADOPT THE KINGSTON OPEN SPACE

PLAI{ AS ADDENDUM TO THE CITY OF KINGSTON COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN

Sponsored By

Sponsored by: Public Laws & Rules Committee:

Aldermen Ventura Morell, O'Reilly, Schott-

Childress, Tallerman, Worthington

WHEREAS' the City of Kingston obtained a2016 Hudson River Estuary Grant from the

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation in the amount of $24,500

for City of Kingston to create an Open Space Plan in accordance with the dictates of the

grant agreement; and

Whereas, the City of Kingston issued a Request for Proposals for a consultant to produce

the Open Space Plan for the City of Kingston; and

Whereas, the City of Kingston contracted with Behan Planning and Design for the sum

of $21 ,000 for services to produce an agreed upon set of deliverables pursuant to this

grant; and

Whereas, the City of Kingston's work builds on the 2018 Natural Resource Inventory

and Open Space Index (completed by John Mickelson); and

Whereaso the City of Kingston Open Space Plan creates a Vision for Open Space in

Kingston, and addresses Priorities for Protection; The Hudson River, Shoreline and

Uplands; The Rondout Creek Corridor, Shoreline and Uplands; The Esopus Creek

Corridor and Lowlands; Neighborhood Parks and Open Spaces; Urban Agriculture;

Kingston's Urban Forest; Open Space for Storm water Management; City-wide Trail

Systems; and sets Conservation Targets for each focus area; and

Whereas, the City of Kingston Open Space Plan builds on the Kingston 2025

Comprehensive Plan and the Ulster County Open Space Plan; and

Whereas, the Kingston Common Council passed Resolutions 192 of 2019 Undertaking a

Coordinated SEQRA Review and Determining a Type 1 Action; Resolution 36 of 2020

Declaring the Common Council Lead Agency, Resolution 103 of 2020 Acknowledging

the Receipt of the Full EAF for the Open Space Plan, and Resolution 117 of 2020

Establishing a Negative Declaration of Significance; and
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Therefore, the Common Council of the City of Kingston desires to adopt the Open Space
Plan dated June 2019, as addenel,u-m to the Citv of Kingston Comprehensi',,e plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF KINGSTON, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:

Submitted to the Mayor this _ day of Approved by the Mayor this _ day of
2020 2020

Elisa Tinti, City Clerk

Adopted by Council on

Steven T. Noble, Mayor

2020
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CITY OF KINGSTON

office of the city clerk & Registrar ofvital statistics
cityclerk@kingston-ny. gov

Steven T. Noble, Mayor
Elisa Tinti, City Clerk & Registrar

Deidre Sills, Deputy Clerk
Susan Mesches, Deputy Registrar

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

TO: COMMON COUNCIL, CORPORATION COUNCIL, MEDIA AND DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNICATIONS & COM MUNIry ENGAGEMENT

FROM ELISA TINTI, CITY CLERK

RE: THIS PUBLIC HEARING IS IN REGARD TO ADOPTING THE CITY OF KINGSTON 'S OPEN
SPACE PLAN AS PART OF THE CITY'S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.

DATE October 2'J,,2020 at 6:00 pm

THE LAWS & RULES COMMITTEE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KINGSTON, NEW YORK
WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING oN OCTOBER 2Lsr AT 6:00 PM REGARDTNG THE CtTy'S opEN SpAcE pLAN,
WHICH IS BEING ADOPTED AS PART OF THE CITY OF KINGSTON'S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. THIS PUBLIC
HEARING WILL BE VIRTUAL: You can dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)

United States (Toll Free): L 866 999 4679
- One-touch: tel:+18 75966093#

United States: +1 (571) 317-31.L6
- One-touch: tel:+l 57 1317i1 16..575966093#

Access Code: 575-966-093

City Hall 420 Broadway Kingston, New York 12401 ' (845) 334-3915 (845) 334-3918 cityclerk@kingston-ny,gov
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