
City of Kingston Kingston Common Council
Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, September 6, 2017

A CALL TO ORDER

B PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

C MOMENT OF SILENCE

D ROLL CALL

E DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING AND APPROVE
SAME AS PREPARED AND FILED BY THE CITY CLERK.

F DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF THE GENERAL BILLS

G PUBLIC SPEAKING  - A Maximum of 30 Minutes is Allotted for this Purpose

H CLAIMS

I COMMUNICATIONS

I.1. Daniel Baker, Assessor - Certificate of Base Percentages, Current Percentages and Current Base
Proportions  
Suggested Action: To be considered at the Finance Committee upon adoption the the 2018 Budget
Certificate of Base Percentages, Current Percentages and Current Base Proportions Pursuant to
Article 19 & For the Levy of Taxes on the 2017 Assessment Roll (RP-6701) &KSD.pdf

I.2. Mayor Noble Re: Youth Build 
Communication- Youth Build.pdf

I.3. Alderman Koop Re: Removal of Handicap Parking on Smith Avenue 
Removal of Handicap Signage Smith Ave.pdf

I.4. Rebecca Martin Re: Charter Reform at Laws & Rules Committee 
Communication - Charter Reform.pdf

I.5. R. Swenson, Engineer Re: Central Fire Station Elevated Floor and Asbestos Abatement 
Suggested Action: Additional bonding amount from $75,000 to $102,000
Noble_Central Fire Station Elevated Floor and Building Systems Evaluation Additional Bonding
Request_090117.pdf

I.6. Alderman Mills Re: Block by Block/Mayor's Task Force 
20170905094754.pdf

I.7. A. Adin, Engineering Re: Proposed Address Change on North Street 
20170905095323.pdf

I.8. R. Swenson, Engineer Re: Jacob's Valley Storm Sewer Replacement and Rehabilitation 
20170905094732.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/96511/Certificate_of_Base_Percentages__Current_Percentages_and_Current_Base_Proportions_Pursuant_to_Article_19___For_the_Levy_of_Taxes_on_the_2017_Assessment_Roll__RP-6701___KSD.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/96511/Certificate_of_Base_Percentages__Current_Percentages_and_Current_Base_Proportions_Pursuant_to_Article_19___For_the_Levy_of_Taxes_on_the_2017_Assessment_Roll__RP-6701___KSD.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99537/Communication-_Youth_Build.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99557/Removal_of_Handicap_Signage_Smith_Ave.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99572/Communication_-_Charter_Reform.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99738/Noble_Central_Fire_Station_Elevated_Floor_and_Building_Systems_Evaluation_Additional_Bonding_Request_090117.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99738/Noble_Central_Fire_Station_Elevated_Floor_and_Building_Systems_Evaluation_Additional_Bonding_Request_090117.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99761/20170905094754.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99795/20170905095323.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99800/20170905094732.pdf


I.9. Superintendent Chenier, DPW Re: Budget Modification Request 
20170905094929.pdf

I.10. K. Gilfeather, Parks & Recreation Re: Budget Modification Request 
20170905095008.pdf

I.11. Deputy Chief Tiano, Building Safety Re: Updating Fee Schedule 
20170905095235.pdf

I.12. Alderman Scott-Childress Re: Speeding 
Communication Re Speeding.pdf

I.13. Dolores Douglas, Resident Re: Weeds/Overgrowth 
20170905094456.pdf

J DISPENSE WITH THE SECOND READING OF THE GENERAL BILLS AND PAY SAME

K REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES

K.1. September 2017 Proposed Legislation 
September 2017 Legislation.pdf

L LOCAL LAWS

L.1. First Reading of Proposed Local Law 8 of 2017 
Local Law 8 of 2017.pdf

L.2. First Reading of Proposed Local Law 9 of 2017 
Local Law 9 of 2017.pdf

M ADJOURNMENT
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99803/20170905094929.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99804/20170905095008.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99807/20170905095235.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99811/Communication_Re_Speeding.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99812/20170905094456.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99574/September_2017_Legislation.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99575/Local_Law_8_of_2017.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/99577/Local_Law_9_of_2017.pdf


NI\E NI U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
New York State Office
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building
26FederalPlaza
Nr-w York. New York 10278-0068
http ://www.hud. gov/locaUnyn/

Crtr*.

August LI,2017

Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested

The Honorable Steven T. Noble
Mayor, City of Kingston, NY
City Hall
420Broadway
Kingston, NY 12401

RE: Assessment of Fair Housing
City of Kingston
Due Date: October 4,2018

Dear Mayor Noble:

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (the "Department" or "HLJD"), Office
of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity ("FHEO") would like to meet with representatives of the
City of Kingston ("City") to begin discussions regarding the City's submission of its Assessment

of Fair Housing report ("AI1H").

In2OI5, HUD published the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Final Rule ("Rule"). The
purpose of the Rule is to provide an effective planning approach for federally funded entities like
the City, in taking meaningful actions to overcome historic patterns of segregation, if they exist,
to promote fair housing choice, and to foster inclusive communities that are free from
discrimination. Under the Rule, each grantee is required to complete and submit an AFH to
HUD.

AFH is a local planning document that includes an analysis of fair housing issues and
identification and prioritization of any significant contributing factors that restrict fair housing
choice and access to opportunity. This analysis will assist the City in establishing priorities and
strategies to address any identified fair housing issues, and guide meaningful actions to
affirmatively further fair housing. The AFH will be submitted through a web-based AFH User
Interface ("Uf') and will include an analysis of HUD-provided data, local data, and local
knowledge.

FHEO is committed to providing any technical assistance required in the development of your
AFH.
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If the City intends to prepare either a joint or regional AFH, it must promptly notify HUD of
such intention and provide HUD with a copy of the written agreement. Such notification would
involve the submission of an agreement or memorandum of understanding, signed by all
program participants, which formalizes the collaboration. Collaborating program participants
must designate, through express written consent, one participant as the lead entity to oversee the
submission of the joint or regional AFH on behalf of all collaborating program participants. Ali
collaborating program participants must also be placed on the same program year and/or fiscal
year before submission of the joint AFH.

The City is required to submit an AFH for Program Year 2019.

HUD staff from Community Planning and Development, Public and Indian Housing, and FHEO
will review the submitted document.

While your AFH submission is not due until October 4,2018, we are requesting to meet with
you to discuss the assessment, any concerns you may have with the requirements, the
Assessment Tool, and the overall collaboration, submission and review process involved.

Please contact Ivette Rivera-Giusti, Equal Opportunity Specialist, at (212) 542-7503 or email her
directly at lvette.M.Rivera-Giusti@hud.gov to arrange a mutually convenient time to meet.

'We look forward to hearing from you and working with you.

v

J

II Director
Office of Fair Housing and
Equal Opportunity

cc:
Brenna L. Robinson, Director, Office of Community Development, City of Kingston, NY
Lynne Patton, Regional Administrator, HUD Region tr
Luigi D'Ancona, Director, Public and Indian Housing, HUD Region II, New York
John Cahill, Regional Counsel, HUD Region II
Vincent Hom, Director, Community Planning and Development, HUD Region II, New York
Arden Sokolow, Director, Office of Housing, HUD Region II, New York
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CITY OF KINGSTON 

Office of the Mayor 
mayor@kingston-ny.gov 

 

Steven T. Noble                                                                                              

      Mayor                                                                       

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City Hall· 420 Broadway · Kingston, New York 12401 · (845)334-3902 · Fax (845) 334-3904 · www.kingston-ny.gov 

 

 

 

 

September 1, 2017 

 

 

Honorable James Noble, President 

City of Kingston Common Council 

420 Broadway 

Kingston, N.Y. 12401 

 

Dear President Noble, 

 

Our local Ulster YouthBuild was recently awarded a grant from the U.S. Department of Labor to continue their 

efforts working with out of school youth, helping them to advance their education and learn critical job skills. 

YouthBuild wishes to build a new single family home at 58-60 Emerick Street, which is currently a vacant lot 

owned by the City. We have not been successful in our previous efforts to sell the property. If the Common 

Council authorizes the transfer of this property to YouthBuild, a new home will be built and then sold to low-

income, first-time homebuyers. I believe that this effort aligns with our shared vision of promoting home 

ownership and adding a property back to the tax rolls. I respectfully request that this matter be referred to 

appropriate committee.  

 

Thank you for your consideration.   

  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Noble 

Mayor 
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Winnie, Carly
From: Noble, JamesSent: Saturday, August 12, 2017 10:42 AMTo: Winnie, CarlySubject: Re: Removal of Handicapped Parking Signs

Carly I believe September's meeting will be okay. Thanks Jim  Sent from my iPhone  On Aug 11, 2017, at 9:19 AM, Winnie, Carly <cwinnie@kingston-ny.gov> wrote: 
Jim,   Do you want this added to the August meeting?   
From: Noble, James  Sent: Thursday, August 10, 2017 7:38 PM To: Winnie, Carly <cwinnie@kingston-ny.gov> Subject: Fwd: Removal of Handicapped Parking Signs   Please add to the PS Committee. Thank you Jim  Sent from my iPhone  Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Noble, Steve" <SNoble@kingston-ny.gov> Date: August 5, 2017 at 3:40:02 PM EDT To: "Koop, Douglas" <dkoop@kingston-ny.gov> Cc: "Tuey, John" <jtuey@kingston-ny.gov>, "Tinti, Egidio" <etinti@kingston-ny.gov>, "Chenier, Joseph" <jchenier@kingston-ny.gov>, "Noble, James" <jnoble@kingston-ny.gov>, "josecabrera1329@gmail.com" <josecabrera1329@gmail.com> Subject: Re: Removal of Handicapped Parking Signs 
This needs to be a common council action. You can submit a letter to the president so it can be relayed to the appropriate committee. ( public safety). The council can than change the city code which will allow DPW to remove the signage.    -Steve   Steven T. Noble  Mayor, City of Kingston 420 Broadway  Kingston, NY 12401 845-334-3902 www.kingston-ny.gov  On Aug 5, 2017, at 3:02 PM, Koop, Douglas <dkoop@kingston-ny.gov> wrote: 6
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Jose Cabrera, 224 Smith Avenue, has informed that Handicapped Parking Signs spanning 232-234 Smith Avenue were installed for Barbara Strong, formerly of 232 Smith Avenue.   Three neighborhood residents informed me that Ms. Strong moved out about two years ago, so the handicapped parking spot, which can actually accommodate 2-3 vehicles, is no longer being utilized for its designated purpose.    Normally, the spot is empty.  However, in the evening parking crunch drivers occasionally park in the spot, for which they have been awarded parking tickets.   I’m not sure whose desk this request should land on, but can these signs be removed?  Please advise.   Thanks, Doug   Sent from Mail for Windows 10   
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Winnie, Carly
From: Jnoble <jnoble39@aol.com>Sent: Wednesday, August 09, 2017 1:23 PMTo: Winnie, CarlySubject: Fwd: AGENDA REQUEST: Charter Reform at Laws and Rules Committee 9/21

Carly Please add to the L&R committee for Sept. 21st. Thank you Jim 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Rebecca Martin <ourcitizens@gmail.com> 
Date: July 26, 2017 at 6:00:35 PM EDT 
To: Jim Noble <jnoble39@aol.com> 
Cc: Lynn Eckert <millseckert@gmail.com> 
Subject: AGENDA REQUEST: Charter Reform at Laws and Rules Committee 9/21 
Dear Jim, 
 I am writing to request that Dr. Gerald Benajmin, from the Benjamin Center in New Paltz and I, representing KingstonCitizens.org be assigned to the Laws and Rules Committee meeting agenda on Thursday, September 21st. 
 I would like to introduce the idea of Charter Reform for the City of Kingston and to have Gerald give a brief presentation as well as to answer any questions council members might have.   
 It is my goal to begin a  balanced conversation on the issue, which is why I would like to bring Dr. Benjamin along as well as to learn what the next steps might be to initiate such a process.  
 Recently, KingstonCitizens.org hosted Dr. Benjamin for a public educational forum on the subject and it was very enlightening. You can view it HERE 
 Please advise, and thank you. 
 
--  Rebecca Martin KingstonCitizens.org 845/750-7295 ourcitizens@gmail.com www.kingstoncitizens.org Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/KingstonCitizens Twitter: https://twitter.com/KingCitizens 
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Confidentiality Notice:  This email is intended solely for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this email is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. 
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CITY OF KINGSTON
Office of the City Engineer

rswenson@kingston-ny. gov

Ralph E. Swenson, P.E., Ciq, Engineer Steven 1-. Noble, Mayor

September L,2077

Mr. James L. Noble, Jr.

Alderman-At-Large
President of the Common Council
Kingston City Hall
420 Broadway
Kingston, New York I24OL

RE: Central Fire Station
Asbestos Abatement

Dear President Noble:

Please be advised that asbestos abatement work at the Central Fire Station is complete.

The original 575,000 funding is insufficient. The Construction cost of 542,000 plus the Engineering cost of an

estimated 560,000 totals 5102,000; therefore, we request an additional 527,000 to satisfy our obligations.

Please refer this item to the appropriate Committee for further discussion.

Should you have any questions concerning this request, do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,

h Swenson
City Engineer

Cc: Steven Noble, Mayor
Douglas Koop, Chair, Finance Committee
John Tuey, Comptroller

City Hall .420llroadway.Kingston, NewYork 12401 . (845) 334-3967. www.kingston-ny.gov
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Winnie, Carly
From: Scott-Childress, ReynoldsSent: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 2:18 PMTo: Noble, JamesCc: Winnie, Carly; Noble, Steve; Sills, DeeSubject: Communication re Speeding for September Common Council

Dear Jim, 
 
Please make this communication (set below my signature) available for the Common Council's consideration.   
 
Best wishes, Rennie 
August 29, 2017 

  

James Noble 

Kingston Common Council Alderman at Large  

City Hall 

Kingston, NY 12401 

  

Dear Mr. President: 

  

Many Kingston residents are deeply concerned at the seemingly increasing number of speeding vehicles not 

only on our major thoroughfares but also on our residential streets.  Many of the streets in Kingston are 

narrow.  Others quickly narrow when drivers park their vehicles along one or both sides of the street.  

These many situations become exceedingly dangerous when vehicles travel them at our current limit of 30 

miles per hour (mph).  When automobiles speed through our streets they create an intolerable situation.  A 

lower speed limit throughout the City of Kingston could significantly reduce these dangers.   

  

Lower rates of speed closely correlate with improved outcomes in traffic incidents, particularly those 

involving pedestrians.  Even a 5-mph reduction in speed has a significant effect.  As Lena Groeger points 

out in a recent article: 
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[O]nce cars reach a certain speed (just above 20 mph), they rapidly become more deadly…. [A] person is about 70 percent more likely to be killed if they’re struck by a vehicle traveling at 30 mph versus 25 mph. 
  

In a recent study of vehicular speeds and increasing rates of injury and damage caused by automobile 

accidents, researchers at the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety discovered that  

  

[T]he average risk of severe injury for a pedestrian struck by a vehicle reaches 10% at an impact speed of 16 mph, 25% at 23 mph, 50% at 31 mph, 75% at 39 mph, and 90% at 46 mph. The average risk of death for a pedestrian reaches 10% at an impact speed of 23 mph, 25% at 32 mph, 50% at 42 mph, 75% at 50 mph, and 90% at 58 mph. Risks vary significantly by age. For example, the average risk of severe injury or death for a 70‐year‐old pedestrian struck by a car travelling at 25 mph is similar to the risk for a 30‐year‐old pedestrian struck at 35 mph.  
  

Kingston is fortunately experiencing increases in business, new residents, and tourist and commercial 

visitors.  However, this boon to our community economy raises vehicular risks.  Moreover, other changes 

should make us wary of the potential for serious accidents if we maintain our current 30 mph speed limit.  

For example, we are encouraging more residents to walk for health and more residents to bicycle to reduce 

pollution.  We are also experiencing relevant demographic changes: both an increasingly aging population 

and growing numbers of children.  Before these numbers get much higher, before we find ourselves grieving 

a rash of serious and even fatal accidents, it is imperative that the Common Council reconsider Kingston’s 

citywide speed limit.   

  

I propose we reduce the citywide speed limit to 25 miles per hour (excluding those roads that are set at a 

higher limit by state or federal requirements).   

  

Sincerely yours, 

  

Reynolds J. Scott-Childress 

Ward 3 Alderman 

845-616-3687 

ward3@kingston-ny.gov 
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See for more:  

Lena Groeger, Unsafe at Many Speeds (ProPublica, May 25, 2016).  Available online at 

https://www.propublica.org/article/unsafe-at-many-speeds 

  

Brian C. Teft, Impact Speed and a Pedestrian’s Risk of Severe Injury or Death (AAA Foundation for Traffic 

Safety, September 2011).  Available online at 

https://www.aaafoundation.org/sites/default/files/2011PedestrianRiskVsSpeed.pdf 
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