LAKE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AGENDA
2293 N. MAIN ST.
CROWN POINT, IN 46307
LCBER/MEDIA ROOM/SOUTH ROOM
6 AM CONTINUOUS THROUGHOUT ELECTION DAY

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2026

Call To Order
1. Welcome
Pledge
Agenda & Livestream: https://lakecountyin.gov/departments/commissioners/agendas-c/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/®@LCBER45
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LCBER45
Website: https://lakecountyin.gov/departments/voters

AN

o

Roll Call
1. Clerk Brown
. Ms. Candelaria Reardon
. Ms. Foss-Eggemann
. Mr. Reed
. Chairman Smith

Public Comment (Agenda Items Only per I.C. 5-14-1.5-3(d)(2))

Approval of Minutes

3.1 Board meeting minutes: 9/29/26

Old Business

New Business

5.1 Press Credentials


https://lakecountyin.gov/departments/commissioners/agendas-c/
https://www.youtube.com/@LCBER45
https://www.facebook.com/LCBER45
https://lakecountyin.gov/departments/voters

6. Correspondence

7.
Counsel Reports
8.
Purchase Orders
9.
Next Meeting (Notice is given to the news media pursuant to I.C. 5-14-1.5-5(a
1. Next Election Board Meeting will be: 11/12/2026 at 10:00 a.m. - Location: Commissioner's
Courtroom (Provisional/Certification)
10.
Public Comment
11.

Adjournment

Each member is appointed by the Democratic or Republican Chairman, Pursuant to IC3-6-4.1. Term
limits are the Discretion of the Democratic and Republican Chairman

Kevin Smith (D), Chair

Michael Brown (D), Lake County Clerk, Expired Term: 12/31/2026

Mara Candelaria-Reardon (D), Board Member

John Reed, Board Member (R), Board Member

Charlene Foss-Eggemann (R), Board Member



Item Cover
Page

BOARD OF ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3.1

DATE: November 3, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Tracie Martin,Elections

ITEM TYPE: Elections Agenda Item
AGENDA SECTION: Approval of Minutes
SUBJECT: Board meeting minutes: 9/29/26
SUGGESTED ACTION: Board meeting minutes: 9/29/26
ATTACHMENTS:

3.1 Board Meeting Minutes 09-29-26.pdf



https://lakecountyin.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4469715/3.1_Board_Meeting_Minutes_09-29-26.pdf
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BEFORE THE LAKE COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS AND REGQ STRATI ON
CROAN PO NT, | NDI ANA

REPORT OF PROCEEDI NGS had at the neeting
before the Lake County Board of El ections and
Regi stration, reported by Beth A Barnette, CSR and
Notary Public, Illinois License No. 084-004727, at
t he Lake County CGovernnment Center, 2293 North Miin
Street, Crown Point, Indiana, on the 29th day of

Sept enber, 2026, at 10:12 o'cl ock, in the norning.
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APPEARANCES:
Mat t hew Fech, proxy, Kevin Smth, Board Chairnman
M ke Brown, Board Menber
Carly Brandenburg, proxy, John Reed, Board Menber
Char | ene Foss- Eggemann, Board Menber
Mara Candel ari a Reardon, Board Menber
M chel l e Faj man, D rector
Lori O Dea, Assistant Director
Tracie Martin, Election Cerk
Jerry Schmtt, Election Adm nistrator
Luis Aguil ar, Assistant Election Adm nistrator
M chael Tol bert, Board Attorney
and
Menbers of the Public

* % %
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CHAIRVAN FECH: 1'd like to call the
neeting of the Lake County Board of Elections
and Registration to order. Today is Tuesday,
Sept enber 29, 2026, at 10:00 a.m If we could
pl ease rise and stand for the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Pl edge of Allegiance recited.)

CHAI RVMAN FECH: Next itemis Roll

Cal I .
M5. FAJMAN. O erk Brown?
MR. BROMAN: Present.
M5. FAJMAN.  Mara Candel ari a
Rear don?
M5. CANDELARI A REARDON.  Present.
MS. FAJMAN.  Ms. Foss- Eggenmann?
MS. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  Her e.
M5. FAJMAN. M. Reed is absent and

Carly Brandenburg is M. Reed's proxy and has
been sworn in.

MS. BRANDENBURG.  Present.

M5. FAJMAN:  And Chairman Smth has
a proxy of Matt Fech, who al so has been
previously sworn in and paperwork done.

CHAI RMVAN FECH: Let the record

reflect that all five nmenbers of the El ection

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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Board are present either in person or through
their proxy and that we have a quorum
Next item would be the Approval of
the Mnutes, Itens 3.1 and 3.2; approval of
the m nutes of August 18, 2026 and approval of
the m nutes of Septenber 1, 2026. |Is there a
nmotion to approve the m nutes?
M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN: | nove to
approve.
MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.
CHAl RMAN FECH.  Any di scussi on?
(No i medi ate response.)
CHAI RMAN FECH: Al in favor?
(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son. )
CHAIl RMAN FECH. Those opposed?
(No i mmedi ate response.)
CHAI RVAN FECH:  Passes 5-0.
Next itemon the agenda is Item5.1,
ADA Conpl i ance EC Early Voting Locati on.
Ms. Faj man, could you provide the Board --
M5. FAJMAN.  Yes. To update the
record, Ms. Coleman has filed a conplaint in
regards to the East Chicago early voting

| ocati on based on ADA accessibility. W did

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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send out two nechani cs who went out and
checked out the school. In the Primary

El ection we were in the back of the facility,
at which tinme there was stairs and we had had
a ranp.

The superintendent, in a subsequent
letter in here, is stating that we wll be
using the front of the building, that there
will be no children present, which was what
kept us fromthe front of the building in the
Primary. So both of those obstacles appear to
have been resolved, and that we will be using
the front of the building, where there's a
circle lot and they will conme straight in the
doors. So | believe we have it resolved, but
| do not know if there's any other issues.

CHAl RMAN FECH: Al right. Could
you pl ease state your nane for the record and
identify yourself and who you represent.

MS. COLEMAN: Sure. First of all,
good nor ni ng.

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Good nor ni ng.

M5. COLEMAN. And | am Attorney
Tracy Coleman and |'mhere wth ny client,

Ms. Pattie Jo G bson-King, and we are not

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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satisfied wwth the recommendati on of your

di rector, even though we respect her opinion,
and that's why we are still pursuing this, to
have that | ocation changed.

CHAl RVAN FECH: Ckay. Well, go
ahead and present what you are dissatisfied
Wit h.

M5. COLEMAN: First of all, | would
just like to say the Board has heard an
acknow edgnent that |ast year there were ADA
I ssues which inpacted voters. And so | just
want the record to reflect that there was an
adm ssi on of steps and ot her hindrances that
I npacted people's ability to vote. And so now
| would like to turn it over to --

CHAI RMAN FECH:  well, if | could
just ask a question. You're saying that that
was | ast year; correct?

M5. COLEMAN:. Right.

CHAl RMAN FECH. CGkay. Ms. Faj nman,
you' ve indicated that the El ections Departnent
has taken steps necessary to address those
I ssues and nmake it ADA conpliant?

M5. FAJMAN: Correct. There are a

couple of things that we will still need to

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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take out, as with every polling place. W

al ways put out route of travel. W always
show where the voting entrance is, and so
forth. So, yes, the school, it is ADA
conpliant, and in the Primary we al so had
ranps that created it to be ADA conpliant, but
this will elimnate the stairs that were in

t he back of the buil ding.

CHAl RMAN FECH. Ckay. Go ahead.

M5. COLEMAN: And the other concern
too, in her conplaint -- and | hope you all
have a copy of it that's been presented, she's
Identified two other |ocations, which included
the Lake County Courthouse at 3711 Main
Street, East Chicago, Indiana, but if that
isn't avail able, the East Chicago Public
Li brary, which is |ocated at 2401 East
Col unbus Drive, East Chicago, Indiana.

So as you heard from your director,
there's still things that nay have to be
addressed to ensure that Carrie Gosch Early
Learning Center is accessible for voters. So
in order to elimnate that uncertainty, ny
client has proposed, if you don't want to use

the courthouse, to use the East Chicago Public

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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Li brary, which is a facility that's accessible
and it also gives people an opportunity to go
to their local library and hopefully read a
book and vote.

So at this point, if there's nothing
else, | would just like to turn it over so you
can talk -- ny client can tal k about her
experi ences.

MR. TOLBERT: Can | neke a comment ?

CHAIl RMAN FECH: Yes, M. Tol bert.

MR. TOLBERT: Before she talks, |
don't know if you want to swear her in.

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Yes, | was.

MR. TOLBERT: kay.

CHAl RMAN FECH. But thank you, |
appreciate the remnder. M'am could you
pl ease raise your right hand.

(Wher eupon, petitioner was sworn
i n by Chairman Fech.)

CHAIl RMAN FECH. Coul d you pl ease
state your nane, as well as your address, for
the record and for the court reporter?

M5. A BSONKING Ch, yes. M nane
Is Pattie Jo G bson-King. | reside at 4102

Parri sh Avenue, East Chicago, |Indiana. Good

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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norning. | want to thank you all for com ng
and |listening to what | have to say. One
thing | want to say, there are sone nore

i ndividuals with ne. They are handi capped.
The handicap ranp in the front, they cannot
come in that way either. So they're trying to
get in this building some other kind of way.

| wanted to make that --

CHAl RMAN FECH: Yeah, | believe
there's a sign up there that says enter at the
S-1 entrance.

M5. G BSONKING Well, we didn't
see, when we pulled up, you know, so.

CHAI RVAN FECH: Sure. Go ahead.

M5. G BSON-KING  But anyway, the
pl aces where they have the early voting at, as
you all know, | guess, there were pictures
taken when all this got started. W did talk
to Ms. Fajman about the situation at hand here
and we tried to get sone other clarifications
going on wth what we need to do for the
peopl e that have disabilities, and then al so
voter suppression as well, is what we're
| ooking at it being too.

So we tried to rectify it any way

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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that we could before we cane in front of the
Board here. So ny concern is that we have two
| ocations that Ms. Col eman addressed and they
are handi cap accessible. There is a |ot of
parking there. And then, | really don't know
the reason why the courthouse, we couldn't go
there to vote anyway.

Do anybody know t hat reason, why we
couldn't continue there? Because we had no
i dea why we couldn't go there to vote, why
this was all changed. W had no know edge of
why it's changed. So |'m here, you know,
because | wanted to let you all hear what |
had to say about it, as well as the other
people, if they can get in here in a tinely
manner. But | want to thank you all.

CHAIl RMAN FECH:  Anyt hing el se?

M5. G BSON-KING No. M
attorney -- oh, I'msorry.

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Yes.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: | have a
guestion. Aside fromthe things that need to
be tweaked, is there sonmething wong with the
I nterventions that were nade for the front of

the building instead of the back of the

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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bui |l di ng? What are the ongoing issues that
you see?

M5. A BSON-KING  The ongoing --
well, there was no ranp, first of all, for the
i ndividuals to get in the building, and then
the people had to be raised up in their
wheel chairs to get up over the stunp to get
into the building where they had the voting.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Previously,
but now wth the new arrangenent --

M5. G BSON-KING |'ve not seen the
previous. This is ny first (inaudible) about
that. | don't know anythi ng about that.

V5. CANDELARI A REARDON:.  Ckay.
Thank you.

M5. COLEMAN:  And | would just also
add, a ranp is sonething that the voters just
don't want to feel like, oh, it's thrown up,
trust that it's all ready, because it is
di scouraging to voters who have disabilities
that they've had a negative experience wth
Carrie Gosch. So that doesn't necessarily
lead to a vote of confidence, especially even
now that the election is Novenber and we're

still hearing that things have to be tweaked.

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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And that's where, to give voters
confidence that have a disability, we just
want to ask that this Lake County El ection
Board give voters the confidence that it's the
public library. 1It's accessible. It's a
pl ace they're used to going, and they don't
have to worry about, okay, did she have the
time, did she get the right neasurenents, is
everyt hi ng okay, because right nowit's not
100 percent. And I'msorry, M. Brown.

CHAI RVAN FECH: No, no. Go ahead.

MR. BROMN: | thank you for bringing
this matter before the Board. A couple
things. As clerk of the circuit court and
havi ng of fices throughout the county, let's
start with the Gary office. People used to
vote at that site and we had a ranp, but the
person woul d have to cone up the ranp, up the
side, and go back to the netal detector to get
checked. So we noved it to the public
l'ibrary.

| think the library was an excell ent
| ocati on and kept it accessible, and there's
an elevator to go up to the second floor to

vote. Now, the East Chicago | ocation, one of

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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the reasons why | had a concern about that is
people are trying to go to court, and when
there's a canpaign, there tends to be workers
outside. And | know personally nyself going
to those locations there's a |ot of political
activities there, and our office is not that

| arge froma public standpoint, as far as
space.

So you want space, and when the
nunbers are increasing as far as people
voting, it's very congested. So the East
Chi cago courthouse is really not a good
| ocation for handi cap or anyone else. A
library is fine. |If they chose the school,
it's not ny issue about that, if they chose
t he school, because you start with the
precinct commtteenen, the chair, the two
county chairs, they nake that deci sion.

So, fromny standpoint | am as a
Board nmenber, trusting their decisions. The
sanme thing with Hammond. | have concerns
about the Hammond court house because, again,
it's a courthouse where people generally go
for court, and | just -- ne, as clerk and

havi ng served for 2010 and 2008 and not

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090

18


https://www.bossreporters.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N D D NN NMNMNDN PP P P PP PPk
ga A W N P O © 0 N OO O b WO N L, O

BOARD MEETING 15

serving and bl essed to serve from 2022 to
currently, | think the libraries are the best
choi ce, period, because, in ny opinion, it's
not dealing with the children's educati on.
It's a place where people go to learn, and
there's | ot of educational pieces in those
conponent s.

|'ve wanted the Cty of Hammond to
use the library. |'ve wanted the City of East
Chicago to use the library. W tried the
public safety center in Gary and people
woul dn't conme because they were afraid they
were going to be arrested. W put that to
rest. W had the Genesis Center, but they
closed that. So, for ne, the library is a
good choice, but that's just ny opinion. |
don't want it in the courthouses in Gry,
Hammond, or East Chi cago.

"Il be very honest with you
because, as clerk of the court, we have a
court to run, we have staff there, and we have
to focus on people comng to those buil di ngs
for court. And so fromny standpoint -- |
won't debate a school if that's what they work

out, but ny position is the library for all

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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three cities, |I think, would be the best
pl ace.

Now what the mayors do, what the
county chairnmen do, what the precinct
comm tteenmen do, that's their choice. |I'm
voi cing ny opinion right here and making it
perfectly clear. But | will tell you this,
when they nake a decision, as a Board nenber,
"' mgoing to support their decision because |
amtaking the information that's in front of
me and voting on that.

So, this is a difficult decision,
because you're saying nove it, and we used
this location in the Primary and we're being
told that the things are being done, and |
have went out to sone of those |ocations,

whet her people realize it or not.

And so, fromny standpoint, | don't
want it in another courthouse -- as long as
|"'mclerk 1"l be perfectly honest with you,

because the courthouses are for court, and
peopl e should vote in a situation where
they're confortable and it should not be a

m xture of court cases and voting. So that's

my position. Thank you for giving ne a chance

BOSS REPORTERS
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to speak.

M5. BRANDENBURG. Can | ask a
guestion?

CHAl RVAN FECH:  Sure.

M5. BRANDENBURG  Just a question of
staff. | think, Mchelle, you had indicated

we were | ooking at the library also. Do you
know what the analysis is of that, if that's
al so going to be a polling location? | just
want to know -- of course, for early voting
you don't have to go to any particul ar
| ocation. You can go to any | ocation.

So if you were to find, you know,
that a voting location is not as accessible or
not preferred, there are always other options.
O course, we want to nake sure each community
has accessibility options too. |'msorry to
interrupt you, as you were about to answer.

M5. FAJMAN. The |ibrary on Col unbus
is not currently used as a polling place, to
nmy know edge. | did provide the Board with
surveys of that location. That one is equally
accessi bl e, maybe even a tiny bit better. The
one at the school, all schools are ADA

conpliant. In the Primary it was just because

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090
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we were using the back of the school because
children were present in the school. That
obstacl e has now been renoved. W will be
using the front of the school.

And if you look in Section 5.2,
where it tal ks about the East Chi cago precinct
changes, the superintendent actually stated in
there that we will be using the front entrance
for accessibility and be able to use it for
easi er access.

M5. BRANDENBURG Is there a
pref erence, though, between using the -- |
understand those will be conpliant.

M5. FAJMAN. The preference is you
don't want to change during a Primary to a
General because voters are used to going to
one | ocation. The ideal thing to do, if
changing the facility, is to make it for the
entire cycle. W are in md-cycle now between
the Primary and the General. Voters and
i nformati on has al ready been goi ng out and
advertised, and so there would be equal
di sruption of changing the | ocation versus
j ust adding sonething to it.

Most of our sites al nobst every -- we

BOSS REPORTERS
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do put up sone type of ADA at every polling

pl ace, whether it be like route of travel, and
so forth. This is not requiring door handles.
It's not requiring any of the other stuff. So
they are both equally ADA. The library could
be alittle bit better. It doesn't require
any ranps. But again --

MS5. BRANDENBURG.  Yeah, | don't
think there's any question that both are going
to be ADA conpliant. Legally we've net our
obl i gati on whi chever | ocation is chosen.
That's not a question at all. |[It's just a
matter of are we going to -- are peopl e going
to |l eave and be confused as they show up at
the place where they went for the Primary and
now t hey cone for the General and now they
don't know where to vote or are they going to
be able to just go to the library and have an
easier time wwth that. So, | nean, that's
what's going on in ny mnd as far as picking
t he best spot.

M5. FAJMAN: I n one week's tine,
exactly one week's tinme, we are open for early
voting. So changing the information now to

sit there and say new | ocati on, everything has

BOSS REPORTERS
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been updated on the website. Everything's
been updated on | ndi anavoters.com There's
been a lot of information out there already in
regards to early voting and shared on soci al
medi a.

So, again, the concern, in ny
opi nion, being they're both equally
accessible, is the confusion of voters from
one |l ocation to anot her between Primary and
Ceneral. It's always a concern for us, unless
it's an energency situation.

MR BROMWN. M. Chair. [|'m not
going to disagree wth you on that, but | was
voi ci ng ny opi nion about what location | felt
was best, and | still feel in each one of
those cities, @Gry, Hammond, East Chi cago,
that the library is the best choice. 1've
al so made it clear, once again, if the
precinct commtteenen, the city chairs, and
the county chairs agree to that | ocation, then
| " m supportive of it, but there's an issue on
their part about the |ocation.

But ny position is very clear. |If
iIt's done, it is very difficult to change from

the Primary to the General. | don't disagree
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with that, but while we're having a

di scussion, | want to nmake it clear that the
library, | believe, is the best |ocation for
all three cities. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN FECH: | have a question
for the two attorneys. | guess Ms. Faj man has
I ndi cated that, you know, the El ection
Departnment is going to ensure that every
polling location for early voting is ADA
conpliant. (Qbviously, one of the issues
they're conplaining of is that as we sit here
today they're not ADA conpliant, necessarily.
s the issue right for the Board to be taking
up right now? Because early voting starts a
week fromtoday, is that right, Mchelle?

M5. FAJMAN.  Yes. |f you'd like,
can have the nechanic cone up here, if you'd
i ke to ask specific questions about the
facility.

CHAIl RMAN FECH. | guess the issue --
we're trying to prospectively address the
I ssue, and it sounds |ike the Election
Departnent is addressing the issue. And so is
the conplaint -- is right now the proper tine

to address the conplaint, | guess is ny

BOSS REPORTERS
(219) 769-9090

25


https://www.bossreporters.com/

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N D D NN NMNMNDN PP P P PP PPk
ga A W N P O © 0 N OO O b WO N L, O

BOARD MEETING

22

gquestion?

MR, TOLBERT: | think that's a good
point, M. Chairman, in terns of rightness. |
guess the only thing | would nmake a conmment
about is that once the conplaint is filed,
then it's up to the petitioner. The
petitioner has the burden to show that the
site is not an accessible facility, which is
what the statute calls for. | was kind of
| ooki ng nore so for pictures or sonething that
woul d al l ow the Board to show that that burden
of proof has been net.

So it's not only a rightness issue,
but it's also whether or not the burden has
been net in terns of showng it's not
accessible. Wuat |I'mhearing from M. Faj man
and the Election Division is that it is
accessible, that it -- | think Ms. Brandenburg
actually said it as well, that we have
satisfied our legal obligation to show that
It's an accessible facility.

It sounds like there's sonme punch
list itenms that will probably nake it nore
esthetically pleasing and make it a little bit

easi er, but that doesn't necessarily go
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towards the statutory requirenent that it's an
accessible facility, and I haven't heard that
it's not. So, you know, | think you can make
a decision on the conplaint today whether or
not it's been shown that it's not an
accessible facility, is my |ogic.

M5. BRANDENBURG  Yeah, | nean,
woul d propose we nake a notion to dismss the
conplaint. | see that as a threshold cleanup
I ssue, and |'m happy to nake that notion now.

M5. COLEMAN. If | may --

M5. BRANDENBURG It's not the
conplaint that's the issue. It's that, you
know, then fromthere we, as a Board, have an
obligation to, A we've already ensured that
it is ADA accessible, whichever location we're
pi cking; but then, B, as a Board, what is the
preference as to the |library versus the
school. And | usually tend to go with
what ever staff recommends, because | know we
do a lot of work to assess it and go out and
check and make sure.

It sounds |like with problens having
occurred in the past, which are not occurring

ongoi ng anynore, will not occur in the
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General. It has been addressed. But | also
personal ly don't have any issue with noving to
the library, if that is a recomendati on or
everyone's preference and it's been properly
vetted. So maybe | should nmake the notion
just so --

M5. COLEMAN: |If | could respond
before any notion is nade?

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Sur e.

M5. COLEMAN: Clerk Brown, |I'm
sorry.

MR. BROWN: So before you nake a
comrent, the concern | have about noving it to
the library is we've already done the work for
this location. | totally believe the |[ibrary
Is the best location for all these cities. |
think it's sonething we should ook at in the
future. | think this matter shoul d have been
brought before the Board a while back, if that
was such a great concern, because we cannot do
due diligence for the voters of Lake County if
we don't give them proper notification and if
we don't do our work.

W have to trust our staff and we

have to trust the process. Wile | can
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respect their concerns, | also have to
understand the work that has been done. And
so, therefore, you know, ny opinion is going
to be -- I'll wait for the notion, but ny
opinion is going to be, based on what's been
done, we're going to have to stick with where
we're at. But, again, | still needed to voice
nmy opi nion about the libraries being the best
| ocation for all three cities. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN FECH: Al right. Attorney
Col eman.

M5. COLEMAN. | will submt to the
Board, first, you all aren't bound by the
I ndiana trial rules. So | don't ook at this
as nme being in litigation where there's a
burden of proof. | look at this is that
Ms. Pattie Jo G bson-King has a right as an
American citizen to go before her el ection
board and | et them know the problens with
voting, and |I'mthankful for people who
respect the constitution and want to make sure
t hat peopl e vote.

Al so, | would submt to the Board
that we did reach out to your director early

on. W provided her pictures, we sent emails,
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and we tried to reach a diplomatic sol ution.
Because in the end the goal is when people are
I n wheel chairs, when people have accessibility
I ssues, you want to give themthe confidence
that you're not going to go there wwth a

wheel chair and now you have all these people

| ooki ng at you, how do we get you up the ranp,
how do we get you to vote, which causes a
whol e lot of stress. And so we do have
sonebody el se --

M5. A BSON-KING She can't get in
her e.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | can't get
I n here.

M5. A BSON-KING  She can't even
testify. She can't cone in the door in her
wheel chair.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | can't get
in the door.

M5. A BSON-KING And these are
probl ens that we were having --

M5. COLEMAN. And could you state
your name for the record?

M5. MAHONE: |'m Charl ene Mahone,

l'ifelong resident of Lake County, |ndiana,
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voting since | was 18 years old and --
(I naudi bl e)

COURT REPORTER: | can't hear her.

CHAI RMAN FECH:  Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e.)

CHAI RVMAN FECH: She needs to cone
up.

MR. TOLBERT: And while she's com ng
up, | just want to nake one comment.

M5. COLEMAN: If | could finish
before we get into comment because --

CHAIl RMAN FECH: | thought you were
calling another witness and that's why you
wer e asking her to conme up.

M5. COLEMAN. And so to finish what
| was saying, we did try to reach a diplomatic
solution. But, once again, as a voter, when
you're comng to a facility and you can't get
t hrough the door, you have to see if people
will carry you. Those are experiences that
aren't positive and those are experiences that
can deter voting, because now you're concerned
about is this place actually ready, and that's
your | ob.

Your director has indicated that she
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can bring the nechanic before you today. So
it's your responsibility to make sure she does
her job, and right now there's still noving
parts. And so in the end the truth is what
sets us free. So if there's an issue that you
can't get that ranp ADA conpliant by this day,
you all need to know, because it's going to be
the voters who | ook at you and say we tal ked
to the director, we talked to the Board, and
now it's early voting and |'m| ooking for
sonebody to carry ne.

And so that's where I woul d hope
I nstead of | ooking at burden of proof, you
| ook at what is the truth. |If she wants to
bring the nmechanic in, please, because in the
end these are your voters. You want themto
be confident that these people care enough
about them so they're not stuck anywhere.

M5. BRANDENBURG. | think at this
point there's no question that the conplaint
Is helpful. It has led to our staff doing a
really great job of going out to nake sure
that problens that occurred in the past don't
happen again. Sonetines we don't know about

the problens until soneone raises those
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I ssues, and that's really inportant.

And | think that's why, you know,
our staff deserves sone credit for making sure
t hat whatever problens there were with the
attenpts to nmake that ADA conpliant in the
past, it was further renmedi ed by changi ng the
I ngress path and egress path so that it's even
better. There's no question in ny mnd, based
on the information that's been presented, that
what ever location is selected is going to be
ADA conpliant and that neets our |egal
obl i gati on.

So | think you should all be pleased
and happy that you've done this and you've
ensured through that that the proper analysis
has been done and there's not going to be a
problem for the General, because nowit's been
assessed and we've been assured that's not a
problem The only question now at this point
IS -- you know, the conplaint is what it is.

W have to nove on fromit, nove
towards the CGeneral and sel ect a spot and nove
forward in that regard, and I think we're
ready to do that. And then it mght be a

situation in the future where we want to | ook
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at just making the change to the library for
both the Primary and the CGeneral in the
future, because maybe that is just a nore
optimal | ocation going forward.

MR BROMN:. It is.

M5. BRANDENBURG So at this point
intime | wll nmake a notion to dism ss the
conplaint, so then we can nove forward with
our business of setting the |ocations.

MR. BROMWN: Second, M. Chair.

M5. A BSON-KING  Thank you, all.

M5. COLEMAN:  And just for the
record, | just want to state the nanes
(phonetically) Charlene Mahone, Dewanne
Ranci fer, Mdeline Spann, Janice Robinson, in
addition to ny client, if the record could
reflect that those voters from East Chi cago
al so cared enough and cane today.

CHAl RMAN FECH. Attorney Col eman, |
would i ke to thank you for your presentation
this norning, as well as your client's and
representatives that are here. Again, as
Ms. Brandenburg indicated, you brought a very
I nportant issue to the Board' s attention.

It's sonething that is very inportant, that no
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voter is disenfranchised fromvoting and that
having a disability is not sonething that
shoul d keep anybody from having the ability to
exercise their constitutional right and vote
in our General Election. So | would like to

t hank you, Ms. Col eman, for your presentation
this norning. It was fantastic.

M5. COLEMAN:. Thank you, all, so
much for your tine.

MR BROW:. M. Chair, | would al so
like to thank the attorney for her
presentation as well. By having this
conversation and bringing this open,
hopeful Iy, that can be changed and we can end
up having early voting at all three libraries
inall three cities noving forward, because |
truly believe that's the best direction.

And | hope that the staff, the
Board, precinct conmttee people, the chairs,
the mayors -- because there's a |l ot of pieces
to this, will agree to nake sure we can do
these in the libraries, because, in ny
opi ni on, based on what |'ve seen, it's the
best location and | stand by that. Thank you.

MS5. CANDELARI A REARDON: M. Chair,
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| would also like to say that | really believe
that while it may not feel like a victory for
you all today, | think bringing this issue
forward has nade us take a deeper dive into
what is actually occurring and trying to nake
those interventions a reality for voters and
wei ghi ng that agai nst the di senfranchi senent

of information that has al ready been

publ i shed.

So | think that, you know, it nay
not feel like a victory today, but certainly I
think it is, and the discussion will continue

when we have a brand-new cycl e noving forward.
Thank you.

M5. COLEMAN:. Thank you, all, very
much.

CHAl RMAN FECH. Ckay. There has
been a notion to dism ss the conplaint,
seconded by Cerk Brown. Any further
di scussi on?

(No i medi at e response.)

CHAI RMAN FECH: Al in favor of the
notion to dism ss?

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in

uni son.)
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CHAI RVAN FECH:  OQpposed?
(No i mmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN FECH: Motion to dismss is
granted by a vote of five to zero.

Item 5.2, Polling Location Approval.
Ms. Faj man, do you want to give a brief
overvi ew of this?

M5. FAJMAN.  So 5.2, CCT-5 was
previously located at First United Methodi st
Church on Conmerci al Avenue. They have
informed us that their elevator is out of
service. The part has been ordered, but no
guarantee that it wll be installed before
El ecti on Day.

So taking a proactive stance,
reached out to the chairnmen down there. Cedar
Creek Community Center is within a couple
bl ocks of that. | did reach out to the
trustee there and she was fine with having
another facility, another polling place in
there. So the recommendati on would be to put
CCT-5 and 6 together at the community center.

CHAI RVAN FECH: Is there a notion on
nmoving CCT-5 to a new polling |location at
Cedar Creek Township Community Roonf?
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M5. BRANDENBURG. |'Il nake that
not i on.

CHAI RVAN FECH: There's been a
nmotion made. |s there a second?

V5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.
CHAl RMAN FECH: Second. Any
di scussi on?
(No i nmmedi ate response.)
CHAI RVAN FECH: Al in favor of
nmoving polling location CCT-5 to Cedar Creek
Townshi p Community Room signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAl RMAN FECH. Those opposed?
(No i nmmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVMAN FECH: Passes five-zero.

M5. FAJMAN. As part of that, know
that voters will be notified via a postcard
for every voter in CCT-5 notifying them of the
change. W have also talked with the church
who wi Il put up a sign prior to Election Day
letting the voters know where to go.

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Ckay.

M5. FAJMAN: The second one is East

Chi cago 25, 28, and 31, previously |located at
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the EC school adm nistration building. That
facility has been sold to the city. The city
has inforned us as of right now there's no
heat and water going to that building. They
offered up a recomendation. | talked with
the city chairman and the city council nman
t here.

They recomended and sai d East
Chi cago Bl ock Junior H gh School, and that
I nformati on, or course, has al so been
forwarded on to the Republican Party. So the
recomendati on woul d be for East Chicago 25,
28, and 31 to go to EC Bl ock Junior Hi gh
School, and a survey was al so done on that
facility, which has been conpleted. 1It's
anot her school that is ADA conpliant.

M5. BRANDENBURG  That one's not
anywhere near the library, is it?

M5. FAJMAN. | do not know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It is. It

M5. FAJMAN.  Maybe for future,
don't know.

CHAI RVAN FECH: Is there a notion to
approve EC 25, 28, and 31 to be noved to Bl ock
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Juni or H gh School ?
M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  1'Il nove.
CHAl RMAN FECH: There's been a
notion nmade. |Is there a second?
V5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.
CHAI RMAN FECH.  All right. Second

made. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAI RVAN FECH: Those opposed?
(No i mmedi ate response.)

CHAl RMAN FECH. Passes five-zero.

M5. FAJMAN. The rest of the polling
pl aces are also attached. | did strike
t hrough CCT-5 and East Chicago. If you notice
any other colors in there -- actually, |I'm not
seeing them The other ones were approved at
previous neetings. The only other one that is
hi ghlighted in yellowis just a nanme change.
Lake Station 1 and 2 was previously |ocated --
sane facility, it was just known as the Boys &
Grls Cub, a/k/ia Carl Pol k School

They are no |longer renting that
facility. It is now going back to Carl Polk

School . | have been in contact with the
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school. They are aware that we are com ng and
maki ng the arrangenents for us. So that one
Is just sinply a nane change. Postcards don't
necessarily go out because the facility is not
changi ng.

MR. BROMWN:. M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN FECH:  Yes.

MR. BROMN: For the public record,
so people are clear about these precinct
changes, these are for Election Day voting.
The early voting sites versus Election Day are
two different situations. Early voting starts
Cctober 6th and Election Day is not until
Novenber. So there is a tinme franme for
notification for the public. Therefore, there
Is a need to nake those changes.

We've made it perfectly clear our
position on the early voting sites, and noving
forward |'msure we'll make the necessary
changes. But | wanted it clear for public
know edge so people don't think that we chose
not to change an early voting site, yet we
chose to change the precincts. There is a
tinmeline, a great difference of over a nonth.

Thank you.
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CHAIl RMAN FECH. Thank you for your
conment s.

M5. FAJMAN. Also point out there is
no water and heat going to the facility, which
made it an energency for us to change.

So, polling places nust be approved
30 days prior to the election, and so | would
need a notion to adopt the remai nder of the
precincts, as well as the ones we've already
previ ously done.

MR. BROAN. Motion to approve,

M. Chair.

M5. BRANDENBURG  Second.

CHAl RMAN FECH: Second made. Any
further discussion?

(No i mmedi ate response.)

CHAIRVAN FECH:  All in favor signify

by sayi ng aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAI RVAN FECH: Those opposed?
(No i medi ate response.)
CHAI RVAN FECH: Passes five to zero.
ltem 5.3, Early Voting Request.

M. FAJMAN.  So there has been a
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request by both county chairnen to add a
Sunday to the early voting schedul e, that
bei ng Sunday, Cctober 25th. The hours woul d
remain the sane as what they normally are on
any other Saturday or weekday. So that neans
at the county we would be open 9:00 to 4:00
and at the renote |ocations that would be from
9:00 to 3:00, and that would be an increase of
Sunday, Cctober 25t h.

CHAI RVAN FECH: Is there a notion to
approve an additional early voting date on
Sunday, Cctober the 25th?

MR. BROAN: Modtion to approve,

M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN FECH: Motion made. |Is
there a second?

M5. FOSS-EGGEMANN:  |'Il second.

CHAl RMAN FECH. Al right. Second
Is made. Any further discussion?

(No i mmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN FECH: Al in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son. )

CHAl RMAN FECH. Those opposed?
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(No i medi ate response.)

CHAI RMAN FECH. The early voting
request passes 5-0.

MR BROMWN: M. Chair, for our
public record, that's to let the public know
on Sunday, COctober the 25th, that our polling
pl aces wll be open for voting for the Crown
Point [ ocation 9:00 to 4:00 and for our
satellite sites from9:00 to 3:00. That is
Sunday, COctober 25th early voting wll occur.
Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Thank you.

M5. BRANDENBURG Can | ask one

guestion?

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Sur e.

M5. BRANDENBURG. |'msorry, | know
we' ve al ready noved on. |'m assum ng peopl e

have the staff to facilitate all of the
satellites? Cbviously, that has to be
bi partisan staff. |s there any concern that
we may not be able to open all the satellites
if we have insufficient staff or is there any
concern that we won't be able to get everybody
to cone out on a Sunday?

M5. FAJMMN. W will be having a
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di scussion. So, the early voting workers are

comng here to start training on Thursday. W

will offer it up to themfirst to see if
they're interested in working a Sunday. |If
not, we will also be offering it up to our

staff to go out and cover it individually,
where it will be overtine for it.

MS5. BRANDENBURG. Do we have enough
staff to cover it?

M5. ODEA: [I'Il just add that there
aren't enough staff to cover 11 |ocations and
have three or four early voting workers.
However, | understand that we'll offer it to
the early voting fol ks and they nmay junp at
the chance to have nore hours. There nmay be
fol ks that may have a religious objectionto
wor ki ng on Sunday or nay just not want the
overtine.

And if I'm-- |I'"mnot an attorney,
but | believe that in our office overtine is
at the worker's discretion. They don't have
to. It's not mandatory. They could say, no,
| don't want to work seven days this week. So
there is a concern that we're going to have

troubl e getting enough people in the seats.
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However, we're going to do our very best, and
| don't know what happens if we cannot open
all 11 sites. | don't know what happens.

M5. FAJMAN.  So we woul d reach out
to both county chairnen to see if they could
appoi nt ot her individuals that have been
previously poll workers. It is pretty much
simlar to exactly what their experience is on
El ection Day versus they're not tallying
machi nes out, and so forth, because those
remai n open.

So it would be sonething that if we
run into a pickle, we wll reach out to both
county chairnmen, and the goal would be to have
an experienced person there who is working on
early voting or one of our staff nenbers.

Keep in mnd it does require at |east one
Denocrat and Republican. At our other early
voting dates and tines we've increased that to
four, just to make it nore easy and

conveni ent.

That is not a requirenent. That is
sonet hi ng we' ve done above and beyond. So as
long as two at each site, they would be able

to open. So we'll be working with that, and
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we' |l know nore on Thursday, once the early
voting workers cone in, and then fromthere
we'll spread it out. It's not until the 25th,
whi ch gives us plenty of tinme to work on this.

M5. BRANDENBURG So it sounds I|ike
we're hoping it wll be okay, it probably
will, and | guess if for sone reason there
wasn't or there was a site that couldn't open,
that site wouldn't open, and that's all.

MR BROMW. M. Chair, | think this
IS a great opportunity for the voters, as well
as the staff. There's other states I|ike
Ceorgia that actually have Sunday voting on a
regul ar basis, and that's sonething that we
shoul d | ook at noving forward in the state of
Indiana in this particular county. | think
that the voters want conveni ence. You know,
McDonal d's has two lines for drive-thru, so
does Wiite Castle. There's a reason for it.

And what we need to do is adapt to
that by maki ng sure voters get as many days in
the early voting cycle to vote, and | think
that the apprehension -- | think the people
that want to work will come and the voters

will love it, and | think it's going to be
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very successful. And | think next year, as a
Board, | would |like to see not just one
Sunday, but maybe possi bly an additional
Sunday before the el ection.

Because this Sunday is not the
Sunday before the election, and | want the
voters to be able to have consecutive days
continually to vote up until Election Day. So
| "' mexcited about this. | think it's going to
be very successful, and | think that staff
will do a great job. | think that as parties
we'll do what we need to do.

| commend the county chairnen for
getting together, and | comrend our Board
menbers, because we all know this is a
unani nous vote and we all know we're hel pi ng
the voter by doing what we're doing, and
that's really ny position, custoner service.
So I'mproud of the vote that was taken. So
let's nove forward.

M5. FAJMAN:  And al so keep in m nd
you have a Board neeting COctober 20th, where
we can update you at that point in time, due
to the fact that the early voting | ocation

woul d be Cctober 25th. So you will have
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anot her opportunity for us to give you an
update on what our status is and to show t hat
we have staff nenbers, so.

MS. BRANDENBURG (G eat.

CHAI RMAN FECH. CGkay. Then novi ng
on to Item5. 4,

M5. FAJMAN:  We need to have a
noti on, though, to approve that, | believe.

MS5. BRANDENBURG. Mbtion to approve.

MR. BROWN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN FECH: | thought we already
vot ed.

MR. BROMN: W al ready voted.

CHAl RMAN FECH. We already voted and

di scussion cane after. M. Brandenburg --

MS. BRANDENBURG. Sorry, | -- you're
right.

CHAIl RMAN FECH. Ms. Brandenburg
noted, she was like, | know we already voted.

MS5. BRANDENBURG. | know we al ready
did this, but | have a question | just thought
of. Sorry. Look at nme, acting |like a Board
menber here.

CHAl RMAN FECH:  Yeah, but we did
vote. R ght?
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MS. O DEA:  Yes.
(I naudi bl e; taking in unison.)

M5. BRANDENBURG. We could do it
again.

MR. BROAN:. We're good. We're good.

CHAI RMAN FECH. Ckay. Item5.4A, is
a resolution of the Lake County Board of
El ecti ons and Regi stration authori zi ng
conbi ned pol ling places, precinct board and
voting machines in Lake County, Indiana. This
IS Resolution No. 2026-09. Do you want to
give a thunbnail sketch of this, M. Fajman?

M5. FAJMAN: Sure. So this is for
precincts that have 500 or |ess registered
voters. |In one case they recently went over
to 530, but this is the sane as the Primary,
the entire resol ution.

So Cedar Lake 10 is small. It wll
be conbined with Cedar Lake 1 at St. M chael
t he Archangel; Cedar Lake 7, 8, and 9 are a
conbo at Cedar Lake Town Hall; Crown Point 21
and 26 at Wiite Hawk Country C ub; Eagle Creek
Township 1 and 2 at Rangeline Presbyterian
Church; Gary 5-6 and 5-16 at Roosevelt Park
Pavilion; Gary 5-22 and 5-28 at Hale WIlIlians
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El enentary School; Giffith 7, 17 and SJT 3
are inthe Giffith Fire Station No. 2; HOT 5
and 8 are at the New Chicago Fire Departnent,
LS 11 and HOT 9 are at the Hobart Township
Community Center; Merrillville 12 and RT 20
are at Trinity Free Methodist Church; SJ 7, 13
and 19 are at Cark Mddle School; SJ 8 and 10
are at St. John Public Library; Wst Creek 1
and 2 are together at the Lake County Hi ghway
Depart nent.

And so with these both ballots wll
be on each machine, along with voters from
both precincts. Know that they wll also have
encoders for those precincts at their
facilities and, again, this is the sane exact
list as in the Primary.

CHAIl RMAN FECH. Any ot her questions
by the Board for Ms. Faj man?

MR TOLBERT: This requires a
unani nous vote as well.

CHAl RMAN FECH. Ckay. Then is there
a notion to approve Resol ution No. 2026-09?

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON: So noved.

CHAI RVMAN FECH: There's been a

not i on nade. |s there a second?
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M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  |'1 ] second.

CHAl RMAN FECH: Second nmade. Any
further discussion?

(No i nmmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN FECH: All those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)

CHAl RMAN FECH. That passes 5-0.

MS. CANDELARI A REARDON: Do we have
to do roll call on that?

MR. TOLBERT: As long as it's shown
unani nously, | think we're all right.

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:.  Ckay.

MR TOLBERT: Traditionally, we have
done roll call, but as long as there is no
nays, then | think statutorily it just says
unani nous and it doesn't require a roll call
vot e.

CHAIRVAN FECH.  If we want to do a
roll call, I'm happy to.

MR. TOLBERT:. Yes, traditionally,
that's what we've done.

CHAl RMAN FECH. Gkay. Then I'Il do
it by roll call
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M5. FAJMAN.  Mara Candel ari a
Rear don?
M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Aye.
M5. FAJMAN.  Charl ene Foss- Eggenann?
M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  Aye.
M5. FAJMAN. Carly Brandenburg?
MS. BRANDENBURG.  Aye.
M5. FAJMAN. M ke Brown?
MR, BROMN:  Yes.
M5. FAJMAN. Matt Fech?

CHAl RMVAN FECH: Aye.

M5. FAJMAN. |t's unani nous.

CHAl RMAN FECH: Item 5. 4B,

Resol uti on 2026-10, a resolution of the Lake
County Board of Elections and Regi stration
establ i shing the nunber of Deputy Election
Comm ssi oners, establishing the rules
regardi ng Deputy El ection Conmm ssioners, and
establishing process for expedited delivery of
tally cards to central counting |ocation.

M5. FAJMAN.  You covered that
perfectly. There will be 18 per political
party, Denocrats and Republicans, for a total
of 36 avail able on El ection Day.

CHAl RMAN FECH. Any questions for
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the director by the Board?
(No i mmedi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN FECH: Then | w il take a
roll call vote on Resolution 2026-10.

M5. BRANDENBURG  Mdtion to approve
t he resol ution.

CHAI RVMAN FECH: Is there a second?

M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  |'1 | second.

CHAI RVAN FECH.  All right. There's

been a second. Roll call, please.
M5. FAJMAN.  Carly Brandenburg?
MS. BRANDENBURG  Aye.
M5. FAJMAN.  Charl ene Foss- Eggenmann?
M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  Aye.
M5. FAJMAN. Mara Candel ari a
Rear don?
MS. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Aye.
M5. FAJMAN. M ke Brown?
MR. BROMN.  Aye.
M5. FAJMAN.  Matt Fech?

CHAI RVAN FECH: Aye. Unani nous vote
on Resol ution 2026- 10.

5.5 is the 2027 Board Schedul e.

M5. FAJMAN: | will point out,

normally, we are on -- | believe it's the
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third Tuesday of every nonth. There are two
changes in here deviating fromthat. One is
going to be Decenber 14th. That woul d have
been Decenber 21st, which is really close to
the holiday. So we bunped that up a week.

And then on the provisional neeting,
whi ch normally we neet on a Thursday, that
woul d be Thursday, Novenber 11th, and that is

Veterans Day. The building -- |I'msorry,
maybe it's the 9th, wll be closed and so,
therefore, we wll be neeting on the 10th. It
will be later in the afternoon because the

deadline to turn in the signature
di screpancies is going to be at noon.
Therefore, we bunped it to
2:00 o' clock, allowng us to have tine to
process those. So those are two differences
fromwhat our normal schedule would | ook |ike.
So with approval of the Board we can go ahead
and schedul e that out for 2027, and this wll
be all pending confirmation of the room but
usual ly there's enough roomin the building
where we can find sonepl ace el se, if needed.
CHAl RMAN FECH:  Any questions by the

Board of the director?
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(No i medi ate response.)

CHAI RVAN FECH: Is there a notion to
approve the Lake County Board of El ections and
Regi strati on Board Meeting Schedul e for
Cal endar Year 20277?

M5. BRANDENBURG  Mdtion to approve.

CHAl RMAN FECH: Motion made. Is
there a second?

MR. BROWN:  Second.

CHAIl RMAN FECH. Second made. All in

favor signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAl RMAN FECH. Those opposed?
(No i nmmedi ate response.)
CHAl RMAN FECH. Passes five-zero.
Al right. Item5.6, Public Test
Vot i ng System
M5. FAJMAN. So this will be -- we
Wil recess in a fewmnutes to go downstairs,
but while we have the court reporter, the two
forms that will need to be submtted
downstairs after conpletion of the test wll
be the EC-9, which is Certification of Test

of Direct Record Electronic Voting System at
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which tinme we wll visibly inspect the voting

system for ballot |abels.

W will have manual entry fromthree
different precincts. W wll be testing
5 percent. | believe that's around 60-sone
voting machines. W wll check to ensure that

t he machi ne does not cast votes in excess of
the nunber allowed. W wll have one for
every candi date on the absentees. After
conpleting it we wll seal the voting machi nes
and we wi Il post and send these downstate.

The IEC-10, Certification of Test of
the Optical Scan Ballot Card, that's where we
will be testing the ballot card one for every
single candidate. It says at |east three
precincts. W do one fromevery -- where
every candidate will have one. So it's nuch
nore than that. We wll also nake sure that
the system can redact ballots, in the event
one is required, due to possibly death.

And, agai n, upon conpletion the
systemis sealed. Public notice has been
posted for today's neeting, and so | just
want ed those two matters as part of the record

with the court reporter before we ask for
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adj our nnent downstairs.

CHAI RMAN FECH. | guess before we do
t hat, does anybody have any issues with us
taking up Itens 8 and 9 before we head
downst ai rs?

M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN: | have a
guestion, Chairnman.

CHAl RVAN FECH:  Sure.

M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN: | think when the
packet was posted, | don't renenber seeing any
purchase orders. Was this just added?

M5. MARTIN: No, it was --

M5. FOSS-EGGEMANN:  Was it in the
ori gi nal packet that was sent out earlier,
because | printed it out and I don't have a
copy of the purchase orders. So | just
wondered if it was a newitemfromwhen it was
post ed.

M5. MARTIN. No, they were there.

CHAI RMAN FECH: From what Kevin
Smth sent ne yesterday in preparation for
today's neeting, | do have the purchase
or ders.

M5. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  Okay. Thank

you.
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CHAI RMAN FECH. So do we want to
take up those itens before we head downstairs?
MB. FOSS- EGGEMANN:  Sure.

CHAIl RMAN FECH: So then noving on to
Item 8.1, Purchase Orders Over $1,000. 1Is

there a notion to approve those purchase

orders?
V5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  So noved.
CHAIl RMAN FECH. There's been a
notion made. |s there a second?

M5. FOSS-EGGEMANN:  |'I1 second.
CHAIl RMAN MURPHY: All right. Second
made. And just so the record is clear, Cerk

Brown had to step out for a nonent for a

tel ephone call. So presently there are four
Board nenbers present and we still have a
qgquor um

So there's been a notion and a
second made. Al in favor of approving the
purchase orders contained in 8.1 signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAIl RMVAN FECH: 4-0, one absent.

And then Item 9, the next neeting of
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the Board of Elections wll be on Cctober 20,
2026 at 10:00 a.m in the Conm ssioners
Courtroom

Wth that, I'll entertain a notion
to recess.

M5. BRANDENBURG. Mdtion to recess
for the Public Test.

CHAI RMAN FECH. Is there a second?

M5. CANDELARI A REARDON:  Second.

CHAI RVMAN FECH: Al right. Second

is made. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Board nenbers saying "aye" in
uni son.)
CHAI RVAN FECH: 4-0, one absent. W
are in recess.
(Proceedings in recess at

11: 03 a.m)

* * %
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STATE OF | NDI ANA)
) SS:
COUNTY OF LAKE )

BEFORE THE LAKE COUNTY BQARD OF
ELECTI ONS AND REAQ STRATI ON
CROVWN PO NT, | NDI ANA
REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
I, Beth AL Barnette, CSR and Notary
Public, do hereby certify that | reported in nachi ne
short hand the foregoi ng proceedi ngs had in the
above-entitled nmatter, at the tine and pl ace herein
before set forth; and | do further certify that the
foregoing transcript, consisting of fifty-six
(56) typewitten pages, is a true and correct
transcript of ny said stenographic notes, to the
best of ny ability.
Signed this 20th day of OCctober,

2026.

Elf'-if"_. .t:ﬁfl g ite

BETH A. BARNETTE, CSR
Not ary Public
My Comm ssion Expires: 06/ 13/ 30
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BOARD OF ELECTIONS AGENDA ITEM REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5.1

DATE: November 3, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Tracie Martin,Elections

ITEM TYPE: Elections Agenda Item

AGENDA SECTION: New Business

SUBJECT: Press Credentials

SUGGESTED ACTION: Press credentials issued for the 2026 General Election on 11/03/26
ATTACHMENTS:

5.1 Press Credential NWI Times.pdf
5.2 Press Credential_PostTribune.pdf
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https://lakecountyin.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4469466/5.1_Press_Credential_NWI_Times.pdf
https://lakecountyin.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4469467/5.2_Press_Credential_PostTribune.pdf

Martin, Tracie L

From: Joseph Pete <Joseph.Pete@nwi.com>
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2026 12:07 PM
To: Lakecounty, Elections

Subject: Re: Times of Northwest Indiana request

This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.

Thank you. When can | pick up? / / X
-/7/\ “!W%

From: Lakecounty, Elections <elections@lakecountyin.org>

Sent: Saturday, October 31, 2026 1:25 PM

To: Joseph Pete <Joseph.Pete@nwi.com>; Lakecounty, Elections <elections@lakecountyin.org>
Subject: RE: Times of Northwest Indiana request

Gotcha! You can share it with your photographer: you just can’t go in together.
I’ll have these ready for you on Monday.
Tracie Martin

Communications Specialist
Lake County Board of Elections and Registration

From: Joseph Pete <Joseph.Pete@nwi.com>

Sent: Friday, October 30, 2026 4:20 PM

To: Lakecounty, Elections <elections@lakecountyin.org>
Subject: Re: Times of Northwest Indiana request

Just me then. CP 18, D01, H-504, H-515, H-316, HL 03, M 04, SCH 06, SCH 15, SCH 02.

From: Lakecounty, Elections <elections@lakecountyin.org>
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2026 1:05 PM

Subject: RE: Times of Northwest Indiana request
Hi Joseph,

We canissue one badge per media group. I’ll need a full and exact list of precincts you wish to enter. You
can see a list of precincts here.

Let me know what you’d like. You can pick badges up Monday afternoon.
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Post-Tribune

Oct. 30, 2026

Attn: Michelle Fajman
Director
Lake County Board of Elections and Registration

Dear Ms. Fajman,

| am requesting one (1) credential for Post-Tribune reporter Michelle Quinn tq/cover election
returns on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2026, at the Lake County Government Center. w, ‘

In addition, we would like a credential for a reporter/photographer at the following précinct‘ :

Michelle Quinn — E.C. Block Jr. High School (EC25) and Munster Town hall (M 06)

Maya Wilkins —

Hammond Sports Plex (H3-16) and Calumet Township Multipurpose Office
(CAL 10).

Jim Masters — HobartCommunity Center (HO 04)
Anna Ortiz - WCT 01

Kyle Telechan will be taking photos outside the Gary precinct.

We plan to pick up the credentials on Monday. Thank you for your prompt consideration of this
matter. Feel free to contact me via the phone number or email listed below.

Sincerely,
Christin Nance Lazerus

Metro Editor, Post-Tribune
(219) 902-4200
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1



	Board of Elections Agenda
	2020-8115-1 - Cover Page
	2020-8115-1 - 3.1 Board Meeting Minutes 09-29-26.pdf
	2020-8112-1 - Cover Page
	2020-8112-1 - 5.1 Press Credential_NWI Times.pdf
	2020-8112-1 - 5.2 Press Credential_PostTribune.pdf

