
Village of Mount Prospect, IL
Special Meeting of the Village

Board 
Agenda

Village of Mount Prospect
Village Hall - 3rd Floor

Boardroom
50 S. Emerson St.

Mount Prospect, IL 60056

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 6:00 PM
 

 

Meeting Notice -

 

Meeting information with links to help you stay connected.

Notice to our residents regarding meeting procedures and public participation amid the COVID-19 outbreak.

To ensure the health and safety of our residents, Village Staff and the Village Board, we've made the decision to
return  to conducting meetings virtually.  

 

The Mayor and Board of Trustees will conduct meetings via video conference. Only those few staff members
needed to video-tape and record the meeting will be physically present. All other staff members will join the
Mayor and Board also by video conference. You are invited to join us via live-stream on MPDC, or view on
Comcast or WOW Channel 17. You may phone in your  questions or comments during the meeting by calling 847-
250-0713.

In addition, we’ve made adjustments to our public comment procedures. To preserve your right to participate in
public meetings, we are temporarily turning toward a more formal procedure to ensure your questions and/or
comments are heard. If you have a question or comment, whether on an agenda item or something else, please
complete and submit this form at least one hour prior to the start of the meeting. If your question cannot be
answered during the meeting, rest assured staff will follow-up in a timely manner.  

 

For information relating to COVID -19. including Village press releases, assistance for our residents and business
resources, please visit the Village website portal dedicated to COVID-19

 

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding during these extraordinary times. As a community, we will get
through this together.

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Village Clerk Karen Agoranos,
kagoranos@mountprospect.org or 847/818-5333

1 CALL TO ORDER

2 ROLL CALL

3 COMMUNICATIONS AND CITIZENS TO BE HEARD

4 NEW BUSINESS

4.1 
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https://www.mountprospect.org/departments/village-administration/mount-prospect-digital-communications
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https://www.mountprospect.org/services/transparency-and-fact-check-portal/covid-19-information
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/mountprospect/db57722ba5040279e7a9854706a8a0bd0.pdf


Motion to waive the rule requiring two readings of an ordinance and adopt an
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A NON-BINDING REFERENDUM FOR THE
SUBMISSION OF A PUBLIC QUESTION ON THE BALLOT FOR THE NOVEMBER 3,
2020 GENERAL ELECTION REGARDING THE SALE OF ADULT USE RECREATIONAL
CANNABIS AND RELATED USES WITHIN THE GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED BY THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS AND THE VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT

 

5 ADJOURNMENT
Upon adjournment of this Special Meeting, the Joint Village Board and Finance
Commission Meeting will commence. 
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Item Cover Page

 

  
Subject

Motion to waive the rule requiring two readings
of an ordinance and adopt an ORDINANCE
ESTABLISHING A NON-BINDING REFERENDUM
FOR THE SUBMISSION OF A PUBLIC QUESTION
ON THE BALLOT FOR THE NOVEMBER 3, 2020
GENERAL ELECTION REGARDING THE SALE OF
ADULT USE RECREATIONAL CANNABIS AND
RELATED USES WITHIN THE GUIDELINES
ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AND
THE VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT

 

Meeting August 11, 2020 - SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MOUNT
PROSPECT VILLAGE BOARD -

Fiscal Impact

Dollar Amount

Budget Source

Category NEW BUSINESS

Type Ordinance

Information

At the Special Meeting of the Village Board on August 4, 2020, board members proposed
agenda items to discuss an advisory referendum on adult use (recreational) cannabis and
to discuss the "opt-in" ordinance the Village Board reviewed in December 2019. The
following information provides a status update on recreational cannabis in nearby
communities, recreational dispensaries impact on these communities, cannabis sales, and
reviews prior public feedback and recent referendums. 

 

A decision on pursuing a recreational cannabis advisory referendum is needed by the
Village Board on August 11, as the last day for a local governing board to adopt a
resolution or ordinance to allow binding or advisory public questions to appear on the
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November 3 ballot is Monday, August 17.

 

If the board is agreeable, a discussion on the "opt-in" ordinance can be held at a future
meeting date. The board has the authority to serve as a public hearing body for the text
amendment required to permit adult use cannabis, provided they approve an ordinance
authorizing themselves as the hearing body. As required and typical of any public hearing,
a public notice will be published. Keep in mind that in addition to adult use sale of
cannabis, the "opt-in" ordinance also includes provisions for cannabis business
establishments and associated regulations (such as distributors, processors, growers,
taxation, etc). 

 

News from Nearby Communities 

In June of 2019, the State of Illinois approved legislation that permitted the sale of adult-
use recreational cannabis in Illinois via PA 101-0027 "Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act".
The sale of adult use cannabis for those with approved state licenses began on January 1.
After seven months of adult use sales being implemented across Illinois, more communities
are considering allowing adult use sales, and  are approving or working toward approving
recreational dispensaries. Examples from our immediate surrounding communities:

The Village of Elk Grove, approved a cannabis craft growing operation on March 10,
2020.
Arlington Heights voted on July 20, 2020 to approve staff to develop a pilot
recreational cannabis program in coordination with their existing medical cannabis
dispensary.
Prospect Heights City Council approved the city’s first recreational marijuana
dispensary at 1434 N. Rand Road this past Monday, July 27, 2020.
Schaumburg's first recreational cannabis dispensary opened near Woodfield Mall at
1735 E. Golf Road. In addition, their Village Board approved another dispensary at
820 E. Golf Road, which will be run by Revolution Global - the same business
operating the medical marijuana dispensary at 2015 E. Euclid Avenue in Mount
Prospect. 

Two maps are attached: one showing Surrounding Communities and Recreational Cannabis
as of December 2019, and an updated version of the same map reflecting the above
mentioned changes.

 

Experience with Adult Use Cannabis Dispensaries

Nine communities (Addison, North Aurora, Rolling Meadows, Niles, St. Charles, Mundelein,
Evanston, Elmwood Park and Oak Park) were surveyed by Village staff to share their
experience with operating adult use cannabis dispensaries. Questions included: When did
the dispensary start adult use sales, have police or paramedic service calls changed related
to the dispensary operations/sales, did the dispensary generate new code compliance or
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traffic/parking issues, and have there been any unforeseen impacts (positive or negative)
as a result from offering adult use sales. Six communities replied to the survey to-date and
their summarized responses are below:

The majority of the respondents noted no issues.
No change to police or fire calls for service were reported.
Some responses included parking or traffic concerns at some locations, due to
location of dispensary within industrial parks. Industrial uses usually have lower
parking requirements than retail uses in most municipal codes; this could be a factor. 
One of the six communities had a dispensary robbed three times during civil unrest at
the time of the Black Live Matter protests. These robbery events are directly
correlated with the rioting/unrest that was occurring in town at the time, as several
dispensaries in Chicago experienced break-ins or break-in attempts during this same
period. There were only two incidents of break-ins at either medical and recreational
dispensaries prior to the May 2020.

Cannabis Sales

Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation show July 2020 adult use
cannabis sales rose 28 percent from the prior month to set a new monthly revenue record
for the third consecutive month, with sales coming from 62 licensed dispensaries.
Originally, staff prepared revenue estimates based on the paper published by the Illinois
Economic Policy Institute. The paper projected average annual adult use cannabis sales of
$8.7 million per dispensary. The sales tax revenue estimate for a single (adult use) retail
license was approximately $440,000 annually. This was a long-term projection amount,
with an assumption of all 185 adult use licenses being active and selling within the State of
Illinois. With regard to these assumptions, it is important to note: a) not all adult use
licenses have been issued (62 of 185 have been issued by the state of Illinois), b) some of
these 62 licenses are not in use due to local prohibition (Mount Prospect's location is an
example of this), and c) it will take time (months to years) for all adult use licenses to be
issued and the dispensaries themselves to complete build outs and begin sales, particularly
since the pandemic has delayed the issuance of new cannabis licenses in the State.  Until
then, the currently licensed adult use dispensaries will experience higher sales volume.

 

Mount Prospect's existing medical cannabis dispensary has provided its projections for
anticipated adult use revenue at $18.45 million. $18.45 million in annual adult use
cannabis sales would generate $922,500 in local taxes. The operator of the Mount Prospect
dispensary has experience in the adult-use sales and conduct sales at other locations. 

 
Tax Type Rate Taxable Sales Tax Revenue

Cannabis Retailer's
Occupation Tax

3.00% $18,450,000 $553,500

State Sales Tax 1.00% $18,450,000 $184,500

Home Rule Sales Tax 1.00% $18,450,000 $184,500
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Total Tax Revenue 5.00% $18,450,000 $922,500

 
Recently, the Village has seen an increase in the medical marijuana sales tax. If the
existing dispensary moves out of Mount Prospect in an effort to offer both medical and
adult use sales, the Village could lose the current medical marijuana sales tax. In that case,
the total opportunity cost of losing the marijuana dispensary will be more than $1,000,000
(combined tax revenues from medical and recreational marijuana).

 

 

Public Feedback and Referendums 

In 2018, Cook County placed an advisory referendum question on the Gubernatorial March
20, 2018 ballot to determine the level of support for the state of Illinois to legalize
recreational cannabis use by adults 21 years of age or older. The ballot question was
worded as follows:

 

"Shall the State of Illinois legalize the cultivation, manufacture, distribution, testing, and
sale of marijuana and marijuana products for recreational use by adults 21 and older
subject to state regulations, taxation and local ordinance." 

 

Results from the 2018 election day poll show that nearly every voting district in the Village
had majority support for recreational cannabis.

 

Public feedback was thorough and extensive at the Village level. Several public meetings
were held to gather feedback on the issue from both the public and various
boards/commissions between September 24, 2019 and December 10, 2019. The Village
was diligent in promoting aforementioned public meetings and encouraging feedback from
the public. While staff and the board did receive some emails from those urging to opt out,
there were also many urging the Village to opt-in. Of the 35 emails the Village staff
received, which were forwarded to the Village Board, 66% of these were in favor of opting
in.

 

In addition, the Village's commissions charged with reviewing recreational cannabis sales
all provided recommendations in support of the "opt in" ordinances.

On October 23, 2019, the Finance Commission voted unanimously to permit the sale
of recreational cannabis in the Village, per drafted opt-in ordinances.
At the November 14, 2019 meeting of the Economic Development Commission, staff
held a discussion with the EDC resulting in a unanimous vote to permit cannabis
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business establishments in the Village per drafted opt-in ordinances.
The Planning and Zoning Commission met on November 14, 2019 and recommended
approving the zoning text amendments which would allow for the sale of recreational
cannabis, among other text amendments for Cannabis Business Establishments, in
the Village by a vote of 6-0.

 

Several communities had recreational cannabis referendum questions on the March 17,
2020 ballot. Majority of the referendum results supported allowing local recreational
cannabis dispensaries/businesses.  Below the list of towns and their referendum results.
Park Ridge, Village of Elk Grove and Glen Ellyn voters will have their opportunity to respond
to a similar referendum on the November 3, 2020 ballot.

Cicero – Yes (62.98%)
Lemont – No (55.17%)
Northlake –Yes (54.88%)
Rosemont – Yes (59.4%)
Westchester – No (53.33%)
Naperville – Yes (53%)

The following is a sampling of referendum questions as presented on the ballot for the
respective municipality:

“Shall the city of Naperville, in light of state legislation legalizing the possession,
consumption, and sale of recreational adult use cannabis, allow the sale of
recreational adult use cannabis within its jurisdiction?”
Should the sale of cannabis and cannabis products for recreational use by adults 21
and older be allowed at licensed dispensaries within the Town of Cicero?
Shall the Village of Lemont, in Counties of Cook, Will and DuPage, Illinois, allow the
operation of a recreational cannabis (marijuana) dispensary within its jurisdiction?
Shall the City of Northlake allow cannabis businesses to operate within the City of
Northlake?
Shall the city of Park Ridge allow the retail sale of adult use recreational cannabis
products at dispensary businesses licensed by the state of Illinois?
Shall the Village authorize the Sale of adult use “recreational cannabis” (marijuana)
within guidelines established by the State of Illinois and the Village of Elk Grove?
Shall the Village of Glen Ellyn permit the sale of recreational cannabis within Village
Limits?

Attached to the memo is a draft ordinance establishing a non-binding referendum for the
submission of a public question on the ballot for the November 3, 2020 election, regarding
the sale of adult use recreational cannabis in the Village of Mount Prospect, with the
proposed wording as: “Shall the Village of Mount Prospect allow the sale of adult use
recreational cannabis within the laws established by the State of Illinois and the Village of
Mount Prospect”?

 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the referendum question as drafted.
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Staff also recommends the Board consider the opt in ordinance reviewed several times in
the 4th quarter of 2019 at the Village Board meeting on September 1st. This
ordinance received positive recommendations of the Finance, Economic Development and
Planning and Zoning Commissions, the 2018 county's referendum results, public support
received in fall of last year, and the overall neutral experience reported from communities
with operating recreational cannabis dispensaries which address some concerns the Village
Board raised in the 2019 discussions. If a majority of the Board authorize the opt in
ordinance, the referendum question can be repealed prior to the September 8 deadline. 

 

 

 

 
 
Alternatives

Approve an ordinance providing for a non-binding referendum.
1. Discretion of the Village Board 

Staff Recommendation
Motion to authorize an advisory referendum to gauge public support/objection to adult use
recreational cannabis.
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:
IDFPR monthly adult use cannabis sales 080320.pdf
Surrounding Communities and Recreational Cannabis Map_12.2019.pdf
Surrounding Communities and Recreational Cannabis Map_7.2020.pdf
Ord_referendum_cannabis.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/662376/IDFPR_monthly_adult_use_cannabis_sales_080320.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/662468/Attachment_A_-_Surrounding_Communities_and_Recreational_Cannabis_Map_12.2019.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/662469/Attachment_B_-_Surrounding_Communities_and_Recreational_Cannabis_Map_7.2020.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/662707/Ord_referendum_cannabis.pdf


www.facebook.com/ILDFPR www.idfpr.com http://twitter.com/#!/IDFPR 

 

Updated: August 3, 2020                              

           

Illinois adult use cannabis monthly sales figures 

 

2020 
 

Month Items sold In-state resident sales Out-of-state resident sales Sales total 

January 972,045 $30,611,632.22 $8,636,208.61 $39,247,840.83 

February 831,600 $25,615,371 $9,189,701.01 $34,805,072.01 

March 812,203 $27,096,931.23 $8,805,611.99 $35,902,543.22 

April 818,954 $29,735,650.41 $7,524,847.47 $37,260,497.89 

May 989,179 $34,095,756.45 $10,221,629.26 $44,317,385.72 

June 994,545 $35,256,165.45 $12,390,271.80 $47,646,437.25 

July 1,270,063 $44,749,787.69 $16,207,193.72 $60,956,981.41 

 

 

 

*These figures do not include taxes collected. Those figures will come from the Illinois 

Department of Revenue. 

 
Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation 

Office of the Secretary 

  

JB PRITZKER 

Governor 

 

 

 

DEBORAH HAGAN 

Secretary 
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ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A NON-BINDING REFERENDUM FOR THE 
SUBMISSION OF A PUBLIC QUESTION ON THE BALLOT FOR THE  

NOVEMBER 3, 2020 GENERAL ELECTION REGARDING THE SALE OF 
 ADULT USE RECREATIONAL CANNABIS AND RELATED USES 

 WITHIN THE GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED  
BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AND THE VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT 

WHEREAS, the Village of Mount Prospect is a municipal corporation duly organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Illinois and is a home rule unit of local 
government. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
ACTING PURSUANT TO ITS HOME RULE POWERS: 

SECTION ONE: That a non-binding referendum shall be held on Tuesday, November 
3, 2020, in accordance with the provisions of Article 28 of the Illinois Election Code, 
10 ILCS 5/28-1 et seq. for the purpose of submitting for the following advisory public 
question to the legal voters of Mount Prospect: 

“Shall the Village of Mount Prospect allow the sale of adult use 
recreational cannabis within the laws established by the State of 
Illinois and the Village of Mount Prospect”? 

SECTION TWO: That the Village Clerk is hereby directed to file this Ordinance with 
the Election Department of the Cook County Clerk’s Office no later than Thursday, 
August 27, 2020. 

SECTION THREE:  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and 
after its passage and approval in the manner provided by law. 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT: 

PASSED and APPROVED this 11th day of August, 2020. 

____________________________ 
Arlene A. Juracek 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 

____________________________________ 
Karen M. Agoranos 
Village Clerk 
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