
  
1. CALL TO ORDER
  
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
  
3. ROLL CALL

CHAIR JUNG, VICE CHAIR J. HICKS, COMMITTEE MEMBERS ALVAREZ, FLORES,
M. HICKS, HENRIQUEZ, PEREZ 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT RULES
“(California Government Code Section 54954.3).
(a) Every agenda for regular meetings shall provide an opportunity for members of the
public to directly address the legislative body on any item of interest to the public, before
or during the legislative body’s consideration of the item, that is within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body, provided that no action shall be taken on any item not
appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by subdivision (b) of
Section 54954.2 [section omitted].
 
(b) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may adopt reasonable regulations to ensure
that the intent of the subdivision (a) is carried out, including, but not limited to, regulations
limiting the total amount of time allocated for public testimony on particular issues and for
each individual speaker.
      (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), when the legislative body of a local agency limits
time for public comment, the legislative body of a local agency shall provide at least twice
the allotted time to a member of the public who utilizes a translator to ensure that non-
English speakers receive the same opportunity to directly address the legislative body of
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a local agency.”
 
In furtherance of Section 54954.3 of the Brown Act, the public is allotted to speak a total
of two (2) minutes on the entirety of the Consent Calendar, New Business, and
Presentation, and, if desired, an additional two (2) minutes on items not on the agenda
that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Human Rights Advisory Committee.
As specified in the Brown Act, a speaker utilizing a translator will receive twice the
amount of time specified.
  
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Now is the time for public participation for any person wishing to speak to the Human
Rights Advisory Committee on matters listed or not listed on the agenda. Each speaker is
allotted two (2) minutes in total for items listed on the agenda and, if desired, an
additional two (2) minutes on items not on the agenda within the Committee's authority or
purview. 

  
5. CONSENT CALENDAR

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar will be enacted by one motion unless an
item(s) is pulled by the Committee, in which case the item(s) will be removed from the
Calendar and will be considered separately following this portion of the Agenda.

   
 5.1 Approve the minutes of the October 5, 2023 meeting.
 Minutes HRAC 10 05 2023.pdf
  
6. PRESENTATION
   
 6.1 Presentation by the City Attorney on the adopted Code of Conduct for public

officials and Rules of Order for meetings of the City Council, City commissions,
committees, and boards.

 Reso. No. CC 2023-052 Code of Conduct.pdf
 Reso. No. CC 2023-081 Rules of Order.pdf
  
7. REPORTS AND ACTION ITEMS FROM CHAIR AND/OR COMMITTEE MEMBERS
  
8. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
  
9. ADJOURN meeting to April 4, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chamber

located at 38300 Sierra Highway, Suite B, Palmdale, California.

Human Rights Advisory Committee Thursday, February 1, 2024

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2405691/Minutes_HRAC_10_05_2023.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2402849/Reso._No._CC_2023-052_Code_of_Conduct.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2402850/Reso._No._CC_2023-081_Rules_of_Order.pdf
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MINUTES 
HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER  
38300 SIERRA HIGHWAY, SUITE B 

PALMDALE, CALIFORNIA  
OCTOBER 5, 2023 

www.cityofpalmdale.org 

 

 
1) CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Jung called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

 
2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
There was a moment of silence in honor of Deputy Clinkunbroomer. 

3) ROLL CALL CHAIR JUNG, VICE CHAIR J. HICKS, COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
ALVAREZ, FLORES, M. HICKS, HENRIQUEZ, PEREZ 
 
Present: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, Margaret 
Hicks. 

Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez. 

 

Motion: Excuse the absence of Vice Chair Hicks and Committee Member Perez. 
Moved by Elizabeth Henriquez, seconded by Marcos Alvarez. 

 

Vote: Motion carried (5-0) 
Yes: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, Margaret 
Hicks. 
Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez. 

 
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Eugene Hernandez discussed the Committee meeting schedule and human rights 
issues. 

 

Interim City Attorney Curley provided clarification on the role of the Human Rights 
Advisory Committee. 

 

Committee Member Alvarez asked if the HRAC could discuss what they considered 
to be human rights issues. Interim City Attorney Curley responded it must be in the 
jurisdiction of the Human Rights Advisory Committee. 

 

Committee Member Flores commented regarding the frequency of meetings. 
 

http://www.cityofpalmdale.org/
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5) CONSENT CALENDAR 

5.1) Approve the minutes of the August 3, 2023 meeting. 

 

Motion: Approve the minutes of the August 3, 2023 meeting. 
Moved by Sky Jung, seconded by Marcos Alvarez. 

 

Vote: Motion carried (5-0) 
Yes: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, 
Margaret Hicks. 
Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez. 

 
6) NEW BUSINESS 

6.1) Presentation from Dr. Sharon O’Hara of UC Berkeley and Pueblo Y Salud on 
alcohol density. 

 

Chair Jung commented regarding the purview of this item and advised sending 
it to the Planning Commission as it is a more appropriate body to handle the 
matter. She opened up the discussion to the commission regarding hearing the 
presentation. 

 

Committee Member Flores discussed the vote that was taken at the August 3, 
2023 meeting in favor of hearing the presentation item on alcohol outlet 
density. 

 

Chair Jung suggested that Committee Member Flores recuse himself from this 
item due to a possible conflict of interest. Interim City Attorney Curley explained 
what it means to have a conflict of interest and asked a series of questions to 
Committee Member Flores. It was confirmed that there was no conflict. 

 

Dr. Sharon O'Hara from U.C. Berkeley provided a detailed PowerPoint on 
alcohol outlet density. 

 

Committee Member Alvarez discussed the data presented. 
 

Committee Member Hicks asked about the policy tools used by the 
government.  Dr. O'Hara and Interim City Attorney Curley discussed conditional 
use permits, development agreements, moratoriums, and deemed-approved 
ordinances. 

 

Committee Member Flores asked about other studies conducted in the City of 
Palmdale. Dr. O'Hara discussed a study that was done by Dr. Robert Nash 
Parker and Ricardo Contreras from the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health. 
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Motion: Move to allow questions from the public. 
Moved by Xavier Flores, seconded by Marcos 
Alvarez. 

 

Vote: Motion carried (5-0) 
Yes: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, 
Margaret Hicks. 
Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez. 

 

The following individual provided public input: Eugene Hernandez discussed 
the Planning Commission actions related to alcohol outlets. 

 

Committee Member Alvarez asked about the presentation by Pueblo Y Salud 
and recommended that it be heard at this time. 

 

Chair Jung closed the public comments. 
 

Pueblo Y Salud provided a handout to the Committee and discussed rising 

crime rates and alcohol outlets. 
 

Committee Member Flores asked about displaying the Pueblo Y Salud 
presentation on the screen. Discussion ensued regarding the City's policy on 
displaying outside presentations. 
A motion was made by Committee Member Alvarez to display the presentation 
by Pueblo Y Salud, the motion was not seconded at this time. 

 

An alternate motion was made by Chair Jung to table the Pueblo Y Salud 
presentation to a future meeting. The motion died for lack of a second. 

 

Motion: Move to allow displaying the Pueblo Y Salud presentation. 
Moved by Marcos Alvarez, seconded by Xavier Flores. 

 

Vote: Motion carried (5-0) 
Yes: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, 
Margaret Hicks. 
Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez. 

 

Pueblo Y Salud moved forward with the presentation. 
 

Pueblo Y Salud proposed a comprehensive City-wide policy that prioritizes 
areas with high crime rates and elevated alcohol outlet density as a solution to 
address these present issues. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding crime rates, alcohol outlet density, community 
deterioration, and suicide. 

 

Chair Jung re-opened the public comments. 
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The following individuals provided public input: Eugene Hernandez discussed 
automobile fatalities and alcohol; Doretta Thompson discussed vapes and 
paraphernalia in schools; Rosie Mainella discussed crimes related to alcohol 
outlet density; and Aurora Hernandez discussed the danger of alcohol outlets 
from a personal level. 

 

Chair Jung closed the public comments. 
 

Committee Member Alvarez thanked the public and discussed human rights, 
and the presentation. 

 

A motion was made by Committee Member Alvarez, seconded by Committee 
Member Flores, to forward the data presented to the City Manager, including 
the Planning Commission and/or the City Council, to request that they address 
the issues presented. There was no action taken. 

 

Committee Member M. Hicks asked if the same presentation was made to the 
Council in the past and information regarding deemed approved ordinances. 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Specialist Shah and Interim City Curley 
responded. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding code enforcement and alcohol outlets, 
conditional use permits, health and safety, and sting operations on ABC-
licensed outlets. 

Motion: Recommend City Council and City Manager to address/acknowledge 
alcohol density and its relationship to crime in Palmdale and take action. 
Moved by Marcos Alvarez, seconded by Xavier Flores. 

 

Vote: Motion carried (5-0) 
Yes: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, 
Margaret Hicks. 
Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez. 

 

Motion: Forward a recommendation to the City Manager's to consult with the 
City Council on having Code Enforcement and/or the Sheriff's Department 
conduct a sting operation to have identification checks to see which ABC-
licensed liquor outlets are selling to under-aged minors. 
Moved by Sky Jung, seconded by Marcos Alvarez. 

 

Vote: Motion carried (5-0) 
Yes: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, 
Margaret Hicks. 
Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez. 

 

Chair Jung apologized to Committee Member Flores for her lack of 
understanding of the item. 
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6.2) Develop scope, mission, and vision statement for Education and Awareness 

Partnership subcommittee for council consideration. 
 

Chair Jung discussed this item with the Committee. She proposed that the 
subcommittee be a working body that would allow Committee Members to feel 
free to go out and address different organizations to find out what issues and 
concerns they may have related to human rights. Discussion ensued 
regarding outreach and awareness. 

 

There was further discussion regarding forming a subcommittee to create the 
scope, mission, and vision statement. Interim City Attorney Curley provided 
clarification on forming a subcommittee. 

 

Committee Member M. Hicks provided ideas for the mission of the committee: 
1) Educate and create opportunities for engagement among our diverse 
community members; 2) Collaborate with community partners to celebrate and 
bring awareness to cultures that encompass the City of Palmdale; and 3) 
Advocate for inclusion and equity. 

 

There was further discussion regarding forming a subcommittee. 

Motion: Move to 1) Include the language provided by Committee Member M. 
Hicks as part of the mission/vision statement; 2) Include the scope of going out 
into the community meeting with different organizations and community groups 
to better gage the climate related to human rights issues; and 3) Create greater 
awareness of different human rights events taking place within the community 
to be brought back to the HRAC in a report at each meeting. 
Moved by Xavier Flores, seconded by Sky Jung. 

 

Vote: Motion carried (5-0) 
Yes: Sky Jung, Marcos Alvarez, Xavier Flores, Elizabeth Henriquez, 
Margaret Hicks. 
Absent: Jovan Hicks, Rudolpho Perez.  
 
Chair Jung re-opened public comments. 
 
Public Comments: Eugene Hernandez made remarks toward staff.  
 
Chair Jung closed the public comments. 
 

7) FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

The following future agenda items were requested by the Human Rights Advisory 
Committee: 

 

1) Presentation by the Sheriff's Department on hate crimes. 
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2) Presentation by Los Angeles County Human Rights Commission. 
 

3) Nomination of three members to the HRAC subcommittee. 
 

4) Requested City Council provide clear direction to the Human Rights Advisory 
Committee. 

 

5) Appoint a Committee Member and an alternate to attend the City Council 
meetings. 

 

6) Discussion regarding increasing the meeting frequency. 
 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Specialist Shah stated the meeting frequency item 
has been routed through City Administration, and she will report back once an update 
is received. Discussion ensued. 

 
8) STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Shah reported on the following: The You Are 
Enough Foundation will be hosting an event at Poncitlan Square on October 14, and 
the Kaleidoscope event will be held on October 7. 

9) HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Committee Member Flores addressed Deputy City Manager Lopez regarding the 
importance of the Human Rights Advisory Committee. 

 

Committee Member M. Hicks announced a Breast Cancer Awareness virtual event 
on October 11. 

 

Chair Jung thanked Mayor Pro Tem Alarcón for her donation of hair to Locks of 
Love. 

 

Chair Jung also attended the following events: AV Fair and Hispanic Heritage 
events. 

 

Committee Member Alvarez announced the Hispanic Heritage Festival event to be 
held October 14 at Sgt. Steve Owens Park in Lancaster. 
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10) ADJOURN 
 

Chair Jung adjourned the meeting at 7:11 p.m. to December 7, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall Council Chamber located at 38300 Sierra Highway, Suite B, Palmdale, 
California. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 1st day of February 2024. 
 

 

Sky Jung, Chair 
 

ATTEST: 
 

 

Rochelle Scott, Acting City Clerk 
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